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DEDICATION. 



TO THE BIGUT HONOimABLB 
THE EABL OF SHBEWSBUST AND TALBOT. 

My Lord, 

When it become known last lummer that 
aereral gentlemen had formed tlicmsclves into a 
Committee with the object of collecting a sura of 
10,000/. for the purpose of prosecuting the late 
Governor of Jamaica, the indignation of the country 
generally was Tcry great A Royal Commission having 
deliberately declared its opinion that, owing Jo tbe 
" promptitude and vigour manifested " by Mr. Eyre, 
the island of Jamaica bad been saved, it was believed 
impoeuble that any body of men could be found who 
would deliberately seek to bring ruin and disgrace upon 
a public servant and upon his fiuaily, merely for the 
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purpCMC, w we are told, of " settling a great consdtu- 
tioiial question." You, loy Lord, know well, and the 
mcmlicn of the Jani.-ttca Committee know well, that 
this " constitutional question " could have been settled 
witlwut Mr. Eyre being turaigned on a charge of 
** wilful murder." 

It ii cot for mc to enter into the reasons that have 
•ctnated the prosecutors ; it is not for me to point out 
ho* tills blind and disgraceful act of public injustice 
mgbt hsYc been prevented : m; object in the present 
volame is to let the world know something of a brare 
and good nun who baa done great service to the 
State I am aware that in doing so I shall call 
down ap«i mjnclf the censures of those who, in their 
denre to whitewash the black man, too often 
bladien the white man. I am also aware that, in a 
Uterary pmnt of riew, this rolume will not stand the 
test of severe criticism ; but jou, my Lord, and the 
public generally, whatever its &ultB may be — and 
tbey are very nuuy — will, I tnut, deal leniently with 



I have ouly to add the reuon which mduoed me to 
a to dedicate this little work to you. 
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DEDICATION. TU 

The moment it was known that Mr. Eyre was going to 
be prosecuted by a number of private individuals, the 
Eyre Defence and Aid Fund was organixed, as a 
solemn protest against such an unjustifiable proceeding, 
and to prevent a public servant who had spent his 
lifetime in the service of his country being utterly and 
irretrievably ruined. Upon that Committee are men 
holding various opinions in religion and in politics; 
of men the most eminent in literature, science, and art ; 
of men distinguished for the services they have 
rendered to this nation; of men whose names will 
add lustre to the pages of future history. You, my 
Lord, are its President 

I have the honour to be, 

Your most obedient Servant, 

Hamilton Huicb. 

Lomov, Uartk 15» 1887. 
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PREFACE. 



Soon after the insurrection in the island of Jamaica 
was known in England, the author of the present 
volume published a series of articles in a monthly 
magazine, giving an account of Mr. Eyre's early life 
and Australian explorations. He was enabled to do so 
in consequence of the kind assistance rendered to him 
by Miss Eyre. Having again made use of the mate- 
rials furnished, he cannot allow the present opportuni^ 
to pass without thanking her for the kindness she then 
showed him. 

For the account of Mr. Eyre's great march across 
Southern Australia, the author is indebted for much 
information to the two volumes entitled * Discoveries in 
Central Australia,' published by Messrs. T. and W. 
Boone. 

For the rest he has made use solely of. the Jamaica 
Parliamentary Blue Books, in the hope of placing in a 
readable and convenient form before the public the 
mass of information contained therein. 
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EDWAED JOHN EYEE. 



CHAPTER I. 

Before placing on record the acn-ices rendered to tbis 
country by tlic late Governor of Jamaica, it may be 
advisable to devote a few pages to a sliort histniy of 
his fiunily and of hiB early life. It becomes absolutely 
ncccesory to epcok of the former, since those persons 
who have so virulently assailed ULt. Eyre's character 
have also represented bim as a man of no birth and 
without connccUona That he is a " self-made " man 
no one can deny, and no doubt he himself is proud of 
having eameii eu l'.onourablc a distinction; but doubt- 
less he is also proud of belonging to a time-honoured 
and ancient family.* 

* Hcmbcn ^ tlio diObroot Imncbci of tbo Eyra family li>v« 
tDtwiauTwd at vorioni tinm with tlia fnmilici of Do Padlcir. I'Us. 
William, Plntuley, WocUor, Do Willlngtou, Itortsb;, Oonuan ViHe, 
Notille, WoaknjB (Bir H^ Bart.), ilufkbam, Clirbm (Sii C, BiaL). 
BaUogtoD, NoaloD (Sir J^ Uait^ Digby (Sir J, Dart), rackingtou 
(Sir J, Bart), LjsLer, Cooko (Sir II, Bart), IlU-kmui (Sir W,. 
Uort.), BkofOn^loD (Karl lIoMGrGnc), Tumvr, llurjv Thomhill, 
Ikxlivmtli, Cliombere, BooUe, Waiorigbt, ArmylBge (Sir O^ DarL\ 
Haj DnuunKitid {Kvl Kiaat>a\\ FountayDO, FMnepoiDt (Earl 
Uanrcn). Uonouit Venon, Otilf Knlglit, FonUi^ Bimpami, Mkl 

BMOTOtlMn. 
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2 urt OF BDWARu lonjt eyre. 

Local tnulitian Etatcs tliat at the battle of Hastings, 
William tlic Conqueror was found \yiag on the ground 
brmthless by tlic founder uf the Eyre family in En^ 
land — «ho dismounting, unloosed tlic bars of the King's 
helmet 6o that he could brcallic, upon which the Con- 
queror cried out, " De I'Eyrc ;" he then mounted the 
ICiug ujioa hi* own horao, and fought the rc«t of tlic 
dsy himself on foot. After the battle, \\'illiam ordered 
hi» dcIivcriT to be u-arched for. when he was found 
lying on the field with his leg cut off. The King 
ordered hiia at once to be taken care of, and said, 
** Henceforili thou shall be called Dc I'Eyre, because 
tbou hast giTen me the air I breathe," and he gave 
him ibr his crest a leg in annour cut off above the knee 
•s his was. Also, he garc him lands in Derbyshire, 
vhich were called ** Hope," because be had hope in hJa 
greatest extremity when be was lying on the battlefield 
dugerously wounded. The arms of the family corro- 
bonitc tins legend, for tbey bear on a field, argent, a 
dievToa, nMe, charged with three quatrefoils, or ; and 
the cbefron, say the heralds, "is giren fur assisting a 
kiug,"— while the motto, iSije puii, attests their Nor- 
lun or French origin. At any rate, the De I'Eyres, 
M tbey signed tbenisclvcs in old charters still extant, 
were for centuries « powerful family, spreading o*er 
that part of Derbyshire irtudi is near the Peak, over 
H dUm abire, aod towards Sheffield. One of the race 
»H lord of thii^ nwiiors, and the head of the family 
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was usually knight of the shire. The estate of ** Hope ** 
continued in the family until the period of the Cm\ 
Wars, when the then head of the family. Sir Genras 
Evre. Governor of Newark Castle, sold it to raise the 
last loan ever contracted for King Charles the First. 
He was soon after killed by the waft of a cannon-ball 
whilst riding outside the gates of Newark, in company 
with his officers, surveying the neighbourhood. The 
local historians of the day speak of him as a man of 
irreproachable character, the best horseman in King 
Charles's army, and add, **that had the king had 
many such soldiers as Sir Gervas Eyre* he haA neither 
lost his crown nor his life." 

Sir Gervas Eyre married Elizabctli Babington, of 
Hampton, in the county of Nottingham, by whom he 
had several children. 

His second son, Anthony Eyre (the eldest died an 
infant), married twice ; first, Lucy, daughter of Sir 
John Digby, Baronet, of Mansfield Wood House, in 
the county of Nottingham, by whom he had one 
daughter ; and, secondly, Elizabeth, daughter of Sir 
John Packington, Baronet, of Westwood, in the county 
of Worcester. — 

Gervas Eyre, son by this latter marriage, married 
Catherine, daughter of Sir Henry Cooke, Baronet^ 
of Wheatley, in the county of York.* 

* Tlio following fingolar naoodoto^ (com an andent manmeript, 
htm been pfeeened bj Hr. Plecey, which ia weU worthy of penual, 
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Tlidr j'oungcst son, Charles Eyre, I 
Ncian, settled nt Doncastcr, and marrii 
daughter uf John FuuDtaync, Esq., of 



•Dd bigfi\j illiiKtmtiTO of llio link- of (lio time* « 
It ii wrilti^n in adunriinil btsutirul lianil lij- DioiM. 
Clumlan^ Kmh,, uT Rupiwo, ouo of tlio dosomd 
bailj, ami li u follawi : — 

" AuUmij Ejrru, Eaq„ of Langhloii'm-lD-Mo 
KiToln) VuA, I17 lii* Iwu miwt lind ron-n »i» . 
UitM or twi vt Uti'id IwMiUuBia brtDiilw, Jre 
■MM pMftrriciti ami ipial btHincn; hi« tliini 
uar UH-Citnn) Iind liia cbilc in to \V'csMtiUi,.„ - 
KlvdiM txti in tliat iiciglibonrlinud ; Rollicrlmm, ye ncnmt mnrKot 
ta*n, aRcr LangliloD-cai-livSIurthcD, Tout miln from Kivclon, vh 
Tcdnool in lb««Til wnnfn Clurlci yeFJnt'i tefso toaprelljUtsa 
nllap) tuwn. llr. Ey na K*t wu at KEvrton, lie luid alio landi in 
mud aboat I^ui;lilon, iiid voi I^rd of jo Manor Uicre. Boom uvd- 
toric* bdtiM Kin;; Oiarlci' nipi, a dctrandint from yo eldctt 
Lcancli of je llr. Ejtd'i^ mairinl a yoiing Uily with a good catalo, 
and Tei]r ]iaf^ Iwnao at BnniplDn, in NoltingliDmahire, npon which 
Dunptoo waa icado j» Itiraily nat, Kivtlon and bli ntnhi thora 
(bat noi I<D];hloa) va« yn >dd, and pnrchiiMa made abotil Bninp- 
loa. Thi-ir tlk* acn, attd gramboni, alvayi aaniod into s^od 
fcmilttit a4id hud ecntccl, aoaictimca Large foctuDoa with tlialr 
wiTCA Yo cliint btMWb of <bat family, who wui DULrtin] to b bwly 
of di^tiuetion and liad bad MDu children, when yo nbdlion broks 
oBl, want liinudf a Toltmlcor lu ye Kins'! army, and a yoongcr 
btvUitt' yt did the Mtnc, bravely liart bia life In an an^gnoent Vt, 
or Mar IfoUinghan.* The eUer Mr. Kyro wu a roniiilcrable nf* 
' IcRf by ya pariiaoKmt paityo, not only plnndcriag bit bonae, bnt 
abobydaBago done toliialcnonta, and £8,000 (inlewled Gv«piii^ 
daw DatT Dampton) that he and a taroaty Kmnt hid nndeisnniDd 
in y* eadiatd, on a bright nMonlig^t nigb^ in waa mfabed on by > 
labowcryt mwUmb from ye lop of the ebnrch itseplo: he lad 
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Hill, near Doncastcr, whose mother was the daughter, 
and ought legally to have inherited the estates of Sir 
Nicholas CareW| of Beddington Park, in Surrey, her 



been suspected bjr llyinsf cxtroonlinary weU without work, Imt 
soon reduced to porertjr, and when near dcatli confessed yo fret 
My Grandrather,' Gervns Eyie, inorried CathcrinOi sister to Sir 
Goorgo Cooke, Biirt^ of Wlientlcy, Yorkshire, at yo ago of 19, so 
early a nmrrin;;c being desired by hin mother, a widow, lio being bcr 
ouly son ; and lier tlnughtcrs she mnrricd early in their teens. Aa 
soon as ho came of nge, he wns clioso a member of parliament for ye 
county of Xottingluim; and ditftinguishcd himnelf iu yo bonso as a 
sensiihlo, uiiprejudicetl speaker, would accept no place from yo 
ministry, yt ho might bo froo to sfieak and votc^ as appeared to him 
best for his Queen (Ann) and country. My gmndfuther had a great 
impediment in his speech, but I wns told by a gentleman yt tat in 
ye hoMM with him, yt ho would speak witlioat any hesitation by 
todsing up an npplo or an omngc, and if by chunco he dropped it, 
gave a full pau«, till ho' got another out of his pocket Ho died at 
ye ago of 32 or 3 of yo soiaIIimz wlion ho was at London attending 
parliament, and was buried at Rampton. Ho was kind to yo in- 
dustrious poor, was a cheerful and sgroeubk) companion, ys death 
was much.lumoutod both by yo rich and poor. Ho left 5 sons, ris.: 
Anthony, Henry, George, Charles, and Genras, and 4 daoghtei% 
Elizabctli, Diana, Catherine^ and Doratlio. My grandmother waa 
with child when ho die<l, but died of gnof for his loss soon aflar 
him. The labour came upon her but could not bo deliTored. She 
spoke to my iktlier yn but 13 or 14 years old, yt ho would request 
his trustees to let ys overplus of his estate from wliat was spent and 
in his education and maintenaiioe and repairs for tenants might go 
till of sge, for ye uso of his brothers and sisten^ who otlierwlae 
would bo Tcry scantily provided for; my iaUier*s ready compliance 
with this, she told him gave her great pleasme and satisi^oiis 



> Thto peraoQ wm Otrrant Ejxt, Eiq^ of lUaptoa, wbo wm liapttsed Ikoo 
lOlh Aofott, iSSf , High Sberlff fsr yottituhsawhlrs, ud If J>. Ibr the mum 
flrasiitSSi»bUdtstk«athsUlhFsa«iTSX His wifii disd tik 5«v., ISML 
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btber, since neither he, nor liis brother lo succeed 
lum, left any nuile Lcii'& • 

Dr. and Mrs, Eyre, of Poiicastcr, had one bo 
Re*. Anthony roiiiitaync Eyre, Canon of Yorl. 
thedrnl, who inarri tSusiiiina)i, d m 

of Kenrick Fresco i>y whom he had four 

drcn, aII of wlior arricd ; and, sec 

llmwr, daughter < r. dfrcy WolI« 

■titer of AdmiraU ' kiac A\'olley. 

aecood aiBrriage, i ,.• r^^doiice house at 

the fulW of Edwa »> Eyre was born. 

lie vu christened Anthony Willinm, tlie first name 
bafing been borne, alternately with Gcrras, by the 
bead of tlic Eyre family, in memory of Anthony Ba- 
iHagton, from whom the Eyres inherit it by tlie mar^ 
rUge of Sr Gcnas Eyre with Miss Babin^on. 
Anthony William EyTe also became n clcrgj'man, and 



■ha pnTnl fcr jm all, bat <d k partienlu DUinDCi 
■J fctbcT, and Jjnl compoacd je Dut daj. llj fiitlier did Dot Milj 
peribna hia pnouaD to kia BMJtIicr, bat wu io muDy nvpocta mj 
kiad to jm all aflrr bo WB« at ago, bat net with nngTatofnl retnins 
tnm all but one bnitbcr, and bit joungnt aistcr. Tlly gimi>d(i41ier 
kept B laiip atail of race bono*, wbich wm a gnat ozpMua to him. 
Te apcaae of hia elcctiooa wunU not bavo liurt bl« Cuoilj, bat ja 
li^bin of ;• kw claaa of (rwboUtr* jt (h;<iaelileil hii boaao waa 
a fnMiWali4a ebarge to bin. I bate board me Iktlicr wy, thi« 
■ado bim docUoa ja aolioilalion to ataod a OHuditkte in je neigb- 
k— ri med whcra he Urad, and thoa^ bo ni food of a raoe bon^ 
ja laoEMTenleat tapeute he misfat by dtgreoa ba dnwn into bj 



StiDii^icct, near Torfc, aad, at a bicr period, die 
vicvage of Honeea aad tbe rectay of Rkton, ia tbe 
Eatt Ridii^ of Yofbkbc. Tkse tap latter ynSet^ 
neotolieliddat tfaetnaeof Usdeidi in 184& He 
manied Sank Maplrton, the daaglilcr of a pbjadan 
in Bidi, wiio is f n t ioned freqaeady bj De Qnincej 
in Ub Antohiogiapkj. Dr. Maplcton was a dever man, 
and one of his sons, Gqitain Dirid Ifaplcton, 'BLS^ 
was noted ht his gaOantiy and daring. He was 
gazetted again and again tat acts of faraveiy befivc he 
was one-and-twen^y and eqiecially distinguished him* 
self in catting out boats under Sir TlioBas Coduane^ 
afterwards Lord DundooaU. Darid, one of his sons, 
and a nephew, the son of his dder bnicher« Captain 
AVUUam Bils^pleton, BA,, were also well known as 
gallant and scientific nayal oflkcrs. Tbe last senred in 
one or two Arctic expeditions with considerable credit 
On all sides^ therefore, £dward John Eyre came of a 
brayCy encf^vetic, determined race of men, and eariy 
in life he formed the resolution that he too would, 
if posuble, distinguish himself. 

He was the third son (the eldest died in infancy, the 
second at the age of fifteen), and showed no peculiar 
talent or bias towards any study or employment in his 
childhood. He was always fond of, and apt at arith- 
metic and algebra ; deroted to carpentering, turning, 
and fishing, giring up all his half and whole holidays to 
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these pursuits when able. He was a grave, ()uict, self- 
ccntrril, cuuijioscil boy ; rcnuirlcnblc only for the clogged 
roaolution witli wliicli he pursued any amuscnicnt, Bludy, 
or occupation lie Itod once begun * His memory was 
IB dulJhood defective ; but no youngster worked mure 
tfaoroughly at echool than ho did, and all his ntaslera 
predicted big Ailurc eminence in life, "lie will one 
(lay be a bbzing star in tlic liteniry horizon," was the 
gTandil(K]uent speech io which one of bis earliest tutors 
announced tlic impn)V<.<mcut he bud made during the 
half-year. UndiT this ma.'^ter it was that lie learned to 
laj down maps and calculate heights and distances— 
knowledge that was to be so useful to bim in after-life. 
In lus boybood he occasionally, with his brother, 
apeat bis holidays at his udcWs, the Rev. Charles 
Wolff Eyre, rector of Uooten Roberts, near Doiv- 
caster. During these holidays, a gentleman of the 
neighbourfaood took tbe two lads out fishing ; it was a 
mnny day, and they bad no sport ; at lost he tmtlunk- 
ingly said, *" I wish wo were on the other side of tbe 
rirer noder tboso trees ; I dare say there are fish 
there." He had scarcely uttered tbe words, when be 
beard a splash, and to his horror beheld tbe boy 
Edward, then about twelve years old, in the river. 
Fnim iD&ncy he never saw anything but the object be 

* Hon tedblj, iii>ft«r-Ufc,bU"dcgg«i)TeaolatioD''MnkidUB 
•■BOi^MI; tkno^ ■iilwui)<(/ diflcaltiM, dAng«n, Mtd printion^ 
wOl b« abon whM ittmwam !■ ^tit to hii Booth AMtBOkn 
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bad in view, and took no heed of any obstacles in the 
way of his attaining it The gentleman bad said there 
would be fish on the other side ; of course he must get 
them; it never occurred to him that he might be 
drowned in the attempt, seeing tiiat he could not swim 
a stroke. His elder companion had some difficulty 
in dragging him out safely, which he did eventually 
however, vowing mentally that '*he would never again 
take Edward Eyre out fishing *' — a vow he religiously 
kept 

At Thorparch, whilst spending another holiday with 
his grandmother and aunt, he caught a severe fever, con* 
tracted by sleeping in damp clothes. In order to lose no 
time in dressing in the morning to go out fishing, he 
used, unknown to any one, to take off the clothes 
he had w*om at dinner in the evening, and put on the 
wet clothes he had worn in his fishing expeditions 
during the day, and which his family imagined were 
drying by the kitchen fire, and thus equipped, even to 
his boots, he was in the habit of creeping into bed. 

Another of his holidays was spent with his brother 
and sisters at West Ella Park, near Hull, the property 
of Major Richard Sykes. Uere he was missed ono day 
for some hours, and being sought, was at last found 
perched on the very top of one of the highest trees in 
the park. He had got up, partly by swarming, but 
vhen he wanted to get doum, he found the boughs were 
many of them too rotten to bear his weight ; so 
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chantrteriatic coolness lie cnlculnted that lie would 
infallibly be mi^jcd and looked Tor, and that llic wisest 
tfainjT be could do was lo remain quiet on liis tree 
until OKistniire cflinc. As he foresaw, search was 
made for tiiin, hut ns lie was at tliis period alwaj^s 
alarming hia family \>y gutting into scrapes and risking 
bit lift*, tliey rvttolvcd to punish him. Some time 
nooetMrily clap^ befor« three ladders could be pro- 
cured and spliced together, so as to reach his perch at 
the Inp of the tree ; and whilst this was doin^, ^fnjor 
Sykcs, his family, and irue^ts, the rest of tlic Eyre 
children, and oil the servants, went to the tree where 
the young adventurer was pilloried and joined in laugh- 
ing at him. The punishment was efficadoui; he felt 
the ridicule of hia position so keenly, that it cured him 
of hit inveterate habit of climbing. 

He was not in early life wliat is termed " a bookish 
boy." He did his work regularly to the best of hia 
ability, and always held a foremost pioco in his class. 
Be was quite on a par with boys of bis own age in 
daaaics, and in advance of them in mathematics ; but 
his wM^ over, he preferred a long solitary ramble, 
a climb, fishing, ahooting, skating, or any active 
czerdce to reading; but teiaitver he ohm b^an, As 
tmer Irft untS Me mOMtend it. 

fle was successively at school at Thorporch, near 
Botherham, at Grantham, at Louth, and at Sedbergb,* 

. • A wdUaowB T«Wiii> faOBdatlott aBbool nov Um kkai. 
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where he had ample opportunities of indulging his pas- 
«on for angling, and climbing difficult and dangerous 
rocks. From Grantham he went to the grammar 
school of Louth, in Lincolnshire, which Charles and 
Alfred Tennyson had left a year or two before. Their 
fame as poets was still traditionary in the school, and 
Edward Eyre seemed to feel a kind of noble envy, 
at once proud of the fact that two of ** our boys'* had 
actually published a volume of poems, for which a 
bookseller gave them ten pounds, and grieved he 
could not emulate them. Even then he craved dis- 
tinction. He learnt much at Sedbergh. Many .of his 
schoolfellows hod a studious turn, and there he acquired 
some knowledge of chemistry, and occupied himself in 
making an electrical machine. He had also a turn for 
mechanical employments, and was handy at all kinds 
of carpentry ; this was very useful to him in after-life. 

He learned a little of astronomy, and used to try in 
the holidays to teach his sister to know the Greater and 
the Lesser Bear, and the names of many other stars. 
Neitlier then foresaw that in six or seven years from 
that time, or even earlier, he would be threading his 
way through an interminable untracked wilderness by 
calculating the altitudes of the stars. 

^Vhen at sixteen he left Sedbergh, it was a difficult 
question to decide what he should be. His masters 
had, one and all, advised a college life, where, as they 
said, his talents insured him distinction and a fellow* 
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ship. A oonstitutional delicacy of the chest, however, 
forbade his following any sedentary profesrion. His 
own wishes pointed to the army, but that was thought 
too expensive a profession; and, though the kind- 
ness of Lord Brougham had given his father a 
good living, that of Homsca-cum-Long-Riston, in 
Holdemess, Yorkshire, there was no spare cash in the 
family, who had always lived in the rank of gentlefolks, 
and liad only tliat whk;h enabled them to maintain 
thehr position. His name, however, was put down for 
the purchase of a commission, and the purchase money 
was lodged. 

At this juncture, a friend advised his going out as a 
settler to Australia, where, at that time, there was an 
excellent opening for industrious, active young men. 
And so, at the early age of seventeen, with a good 
outfit, several introductions, and about 400/. in his 
pocket, he went forth from his father's house to seek 
his fortune in a new world. 

He proceeded first to Sydney, and aflerwards joined 
a settler in that colony, paying for his board, to enable 
him to acquire a practical experience as a colonist. 
Whilst living with this gentleman on the River Hunter, 
it happened that two men arrived one evening on the 
opposite side of the river from a very considerable 
distance. Tliey were without food, and, as the river 
was highly flooded, sweeping along in a furious, boil- 
ing stream, carrying huge logs and trees with it, there 
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was no possibility of the men crossing, or of any assist- 
ance being given to them that night The following 
morning the river was hin;her and more furious than 
ever, and the question was, what should be done to 
aid the two men. At that time, Mr. Eyre, who was 
scarcely eighteen, could not swim; but, as none of 
those who could would face the raging stream, he volun- 
teered to put on a mackintosh swimming belt, and tiy 
to carry a rope across. 

One end of a very long rope was accordingly tied 

under his arms, and the other •mode fast to a tree on 

the bank, whilst several men stood by to pay out the 

rope as he progressed. He plunged m and struck out 

manfully for the other side, as the current swept him 

rapidly down-stream. At first he progressed very 

satisfactorily; but after passing the middle of the 

stream, the curve of the rope below him, pressed by 

the current, kept dragging him back, and his utmost 

exertions could not enable him to reach more than 

three-fourths of the way across. He was then com* 

pleU^ly exhausted. The party on shore, noticing this, 

hauled in the rope to drag him back ; but when about 

half-way, the rope got entangled in the projecting^ part 

of a tree that had lodged in the river : here he stuck 

for some time, the rushing stream bubbling over him 

and all but drowning him. Eventually he managed to 

work himself free, and was dragged ashore almost 

dead. The men were obliged to remain starving until 
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the rircr sulnidcd. Ue Iciuiit to swim almost imme- 
diately afterwards.* 

llAring gained Bomo practical experience aa a 
ooloniit, lie then purchased a number of sliecp, wliich 
bo Bold to advantage, and eubacquentlj' bought a 

* It U rin^hr llw nunilicr ot iw»pra Hi. E)-ro hu hnd fmci 
dimniin;; doriiis t>i> oTviittal life WlioD a littlo boy, lio went, ua 
4HIC omuim, litli •ome nclHwIfcllnw* lo ballio in n nnnl. Not onn 
»r Uvoi cDuliI *wini. On ■rtifins imi itripping, do one ilorcil In 
mtuTV In Vi t>7 Iho lU^lh (whldi tnmcd out to bo verj Rtmt> 
Sraao MM likJ t*» Uigo blniUcn lot Inmiiiis lo Uont. unil jvung 
EjTs imtonlMctj Tulaiilocntl, If tlia blMlilon vers put on him, to 
git in ami trj Ihn (I>itlh. Uc dlJ M ami pA anfvly In tlio opixwiUi 
idilc nilJiaul liiidiD;; bnlbim. Aflcr iCHlin~ lie Bot ofT on Ua n?Lum, 
and had got In tlio centre of Ibo caoal wbcn the bloddm (lipped and 
Ullol liim lioul nndcr. IIow be neccnlnl in ttnigglmg aiixm tn 
OH kmn lo tlii* da^t but lie did nened, and vaa dnggod ont 
•onpMtlj nliamitcd. 

A iUIl tDMv extraonlinarj caca[Ki oncorred when h« woi a ray 
IHU« eliild lie waa left at Inmo with a none one Sunday wkilit 
Ue hibrr, irba «•■ the chrgymnn of tho piece, went lo porfona 
Arty in the ehnrth cbee by tiidi hooMa It wu winter time. The 
■was 1000 Dccnpiod hcnclf with hn iwratlifart end left the child to 
take (are nf hinuclt Tbem woe a pond in the mdiaid lo which bo 
•DOB Ciaiid bia way. It wu well ttOKa otot, bat at one dde had 
a lafs* bole broken far iha rattle to ilrink, and orer thU wai only a 
tfcincoeliBg of ic^ Aftcramnring hinucir (hr moio time on tbe firm 
iM, be eontiind to get on the portkn ocrerlng tin drinking bole, 
Md of eonno fell Ibroogh. Uo bad do Intention^ howsrer, of 
, beiag drowned, (or bo Mrcamed tnMt hutily befcre be went nDder. 
Ria fatbec heaid bim la lb« pnlpit, and be and half tbe congre- 
(atioa eama ndiiag oat jwt in tiiw to pramt hit career being ent 
itert. 

No deabt tbe Janaiea Oomittc* will ugne that Ur. Ejm ea&Dot 
ba tewned benwM ha la roMmd lev tbe bta tbey baTc m Undly 
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farm, which ho disposed of to enable him to engage 
as an *^ overlander/* in transporting stock from New 
South Wales to the newly-established colonies of 
Port Phillip and South Australia. In this he was emi- 
nently successful, and was tlie first to jirove the prac- 
ticability of driving sheep overland, by the route of 
the Murray lliver, from New South Wales to South 
Australia. Though accompanied by only a few convict 
servants, he succeeded in conducting his parties in 
safety, and without ever coming into collision with the 
numerous tribes of natives through whose country he 
had to pass, and by whom many subsequent parties 
were cither partially or wholly destroyecL In the first 
of these journeys he brought 1000 slieep and 600 head 
of cattle from Monero, in New South Wales, to Ade* 
laide, in South Australia, and was well rewarded for the 
labour and risk, as the price of cattle and sheep in 
A^dekide was, at that time, enormous, both sheep and 
cattle having previously been always taken from Sydney 
to Adelaide by water. The benefit he conferred on 
the then rising city of Adelaide was incalculable, and 
tlie settlers, with the Governor at their head, duly 
acknowledged it, by showing every possible honour to 
the daring adventurer. Eyre realized a handsome 
sum by the trip, which induced other bold men to 
follow in his steps, until the market at last became over- 
stocked. From these journeys of his, and others, came 
the term ** overlanders.'' 
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It wu about this time that, writing home to a n 
relatiTe, he said : " I have gone on in the spirit of tlic 
ancient motto of our liotisc, Sijepuu. If I can dis- 
tiofTuish mywlf, / trill." The (Icaire lo earn lionuurablo , 
di«tiitcliou luarkc-d his whole career at xcliool and in I 
nuuihood ; and if the name of Edward E}tc was not ' 
Guniliar to En^lixl) cars prior to tlic Janinica insurrec- 
tion, it arose from the fact tlint England vas unjinitcful 
to one of bcr noMcet and bravest wna. i 

Having again purcliascd land on the Murray River, | 
in South AuEtralin, he ipnce more eet to fiinninj; his 
own estate. It was at this time, because of hie great 
experience amongst Uie natives, and his tact and 
jadginent in dealing with them, that he waa appointed 
RcHdcnt Magistrate at the 3Iurray, and " I'rotcctor 
of Aborigines," in which office he won their perfect 
lovo and confidence. In a letter to somo friends in 
England, be says : " I bare frequently tlept unbarroed 
; and witliout fear, tbo only white nun among 500 
anncd natives ; I have trarelled among them by day 
and by nigbt ; I hare owed my life to tlicm again and 
agun, and 1 never received from them anything but 
tbe grcatert poasible kindness." 

It is nKMt important that, at tbo prevent juncture, 
tbe world should know the antecedents of the man 
who stands acoued of being a reckless sncriGccr of 
tbe block race ; and no excuse, therefore, U ncccuoiy for 
taakiog tbe following extract from the preface to tbe 



r. 



LIFE OP EDWARD JOHN ETRB. 17 

Tolumes published by himself upon his AustraliaD ex- 
plorations :— 

** For the account given of the aboriginal tribes, the 
author deems it unnecessary to offer any apology ; a 
long experience among them, and an intimate know* 
ledge of their character, habits, and positions with 
I regard to Euro])ean8, have induced him to take a deep 
t interest on behalf of a people who are fast fading away 
I before the progress of a civilization which ought only to 
i have added to their improvement and prosperity. 
I Gladly would the author wish to see attention awakened 
\ on their behalf, and an effort at least made to stay 
^ the torrent which is overwhelming them. It b most 
; lamentable to think that the progress and prosperity of 
^ one race should lead tp the downfall and decay of 
; another ; it is still more so to observe the apathy and 
i indifference with which this result is contemplated by 
I mankind in gencnnl/' 
^ Mr. Kingsley, writing of Mr. Eyre's great march, 

prior to the insurrection in Jamaica, says :— 
I *'0f this Mr. Eyre, who made this unparalleled 
Journey, I know but little, save tliis: He knew more 
(about the aboriginal tribes^thcir habits, language, and 
780 on — than any man before or since. He was ap- 
.^! pointed BLick Protector for the Lower Murray, and 
,.did his work well. He appears to have been (tcMte 
^Charles Sturt, from whom there is no appeal) a man 
^eminently kind, generous, and just. No 
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lest than Eyra tho vices of the natives; butRomiu) 
Blood more ftcadfiutly in tlic bre&cli between tlicm and 
the iquattcn (the grent pastoral anBtocracy) at a titno 
when to do BO was social ostracism. Tlie almost un- 
examplotl valour whicli led him eafely through the 
hideous deccrt into which we have to follow him eerved 
bint well in a fi^ht more wearing and more dangerous 
to bia rules of right and wron<f. He pleaded for the 
bUck, and tried to stop the war of ex termi nation, 
which was, is, and I suppose will be, carried on by the 
colonists ngainBt tho natives in tho unsettled distncts 
beyond the reach of the public eye. His task was 
hopeless. It was easier for him to find water in the 
desert than to find mercy for the savages. Honour to 
Um for attempting it, however." 
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■ CHAPTER II. 

In the year 1840, public attention in Adelaide wu 
considerabljr engrossed with the subject of an over- 
hind cflmmunication between Southern and Western 
Austral'iA, for the purpose of opening up a traffic 
between the two places, with a view to the eittcnsion of 
tlieir pastoral interests. So little did the gentlemen 
who assembled together to discuss the natter know of 
the dangers and difficulties that would beset the first 
exploring party, tliat they even proposed and agreed 
that cattle should accompany it In the previous year 
Mr. Eyre, who was already well known as a dotcrmincd 
and gallant explorer, had carefully examined the 
country to the westward of the located parts of South 
Australia, and fully satisfied himself of the utter im- 
proeticabllity of opening an overland route for stock 
in that direction ; and when, therefore, on visiting 
Adelaide, he heard of the wild schemes afloat, he at 
once came forward and used his influence to prevent 
them being carried out His experience taught him 
that the vast extent of desert country, the scarcity of 
grass, the densencss of the scrub, and the all but total 
absence of water, even in the most favourable si 
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woold utterly prevent any successful venture of tfio ' 
kind. While, tiowcrer, diwoum^ng the [tct scheme of 
the Adelaide couimunity, he cndeaTourcd to turn their 
aidonr into another channel, with what success will 
prrK^tl; be shown. On the 23rd of Hfny, 1840, he 
addfvsscd the public in tlic rolumns of the ' South 
Australian RcTn'ster,' and pointed out the possibility of 
the veil bcinc lifted froni the unknown and mysterious 
interior of that rast eontinent, and the probability of 
disooTcrics of iin])orIancc being made, likely to prove 
beneficial to that and other colonics, lie was Irstciied 
to with muled respect, and directly he felt that he 
bsd been tbe means of diverting the public attention 
from a Wntem to a Xorthcm exploration, he at once 
oficred to encounter himself the risks and toils of the 
nndertaking. Accordingly, he volunteered tn take the 
command of any party that might be sent out, to find 
one^rd of the number of hwscs reiiuired, and to pay 
ooe-third of the cipcnscs. This {lencrouB and noble 
o8er wa« at ottoc accepted by His Excellency the 
Governor aitd by the Adelaide people, and seven days 
l^cr be commenced the necessary aTrangemenla for 
vrgamnng bis party, and getting ready tlie equipment 
reqiured. 

Ob tbc Sod and 5th of June, meetings of the colo- 
luits were held, at which Eubocriptions were entered 
into fiir carrying out the object of the expeditiou. By 
the 13tb iost, UlL 17a. M. had been collected and 
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paid into the Bank of Australia. On the 20th of 
June, the day upon which the expedition, which con- 
sisted of fire Europeans, two aboriginal boys, lUid Mr. 
Eyre, was to start, a public breakfast was given by His 
Excellency the Governor. On leaving Government 
House, tlie party was accompanied by a large body of 
il^entlemcn on horseback, and ladies in carriages, de* 
sirous of paying the gallant adventurers the last kind 
tribute of friendship, by a farewell escort of a few 
miles. ]k[r. Eyre describes the parting in brief 
words: — *' Carried away by tlie enthusiasm of the 
moment, our thoughts and feelings were wrought to the 
highest state of excitement The time passed rapidly 
away; the first few miles were soon travelled over: 
then came the halt, — the parting, — the last friendly 
cheer; and we were alone in the wilderness. Our 
hearts were too full for conversation, and we wended 
our way slowly and in silence.'' 

It is not necessary to trace too minutely the course 
of ]ilr. Eyre in his journey towards the interior. 
His progress was very slow. How slow may be 
imagined from the fact that he was constantly 
obliged to halt his party, and proceed alone for days 
together, in order to find suitable camping ground^ 
and so, not expose his companions to the privations of 
want of water, and other dangers. Little indeed, as 
Mr. Eyre justly observes, are the public aware of the 
difficulties and respoDttbilities attached to the command 
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ofsiicli an expedition. The incessant toil, the sleepless 
iMurv, the Anxious thoughts that »cee«aat-ily fall to the 
■hare of the leader of a party under circumgtHnces of 
difficulty or danger, are but imperfectly understood, 
axid lew nppreciiited by the world at large. 

Mr. Eyre, though itruck down by illness, persevered. 
After three months, hnwcver, of coiitinniil niftrching 
and counter-marrhing, he was compelled to fall back 
npon Port Ijncoln for supplies. I>uring those three 
monllis he made three endeavours to fnrcc bis way 
tfarotigh a dreary region of arid waste, towards the 
north, bat was thrrce defeated. Each time, though 
taking a different nOTtberly direction, he found hini- 
aclf bemmed in on every side by a barrier it was 
impoMiUe to pan. The inhospitable shores of the 
desolate Lake Torrcns frowned upon him on every 
occasion, and, at last, disappointed hut hy no means 
ditoouraged, he was obliged, from want of supplies, to 
retrace his steps towards civiliution. The greater 
part of the Tost area contained in tlie bed of this 
giganlJc lake, tliough dry on the surface, consisted of a 
mixture of sand and mud, of su soft and yielding a 
character as to render perfectly incffcctirc all attempts 
either to cross it or readi the edgo of the water, which 
appeared to exist at a distance of some miles from its 
oater margin. The lake, on its eastern and southern 
sides, was bounded hj a high sandy ridge, with brush- 
wood growing upoo i^ but without any other vegeta- 
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tioD. The other shores, which were distinctly visiUe, 
seemed to be one vust, low, and dreary waste. It 
therefore became evident that, to avoid Lake Torrens 
and the low desert by whidi it was surrounded, he must 
go ver)' far either to the east or to the west, before 
again attempting to penetrate to the north. He 
accordingly fell back upon Port Lincoln, and remained 
there until he could obtain suflScient supplies from 
Adelaide to enable him to continue away five months 
longer. 

While awaiting these supplies, a circumstance tran* 
spired in Port Lincoln which deserves special mention, 
not 60 much on account of the murder tliat then took 
place, as the reflections which that event caused in the 
mind of Mr. Eyre, and the record which he entered in 
his diary concerning the character of the aborigines in 
conscquenca At a moment like the present, when he 
is lying under the stigma of excessive cruelty to the 
negroes, it is well tliat we should look carefully to his 
antecedents. The character of a man does not sud* 
denly change in a day ; and it is pleasing for those who 
repudiate with indignation the calumnies which have 
been unjustly heaped upon him, to read of his lifeThis 
actions, the very thoughts of his early years, and to 
find that they give the lie to the accusations now ruth- 
lessly hurled against him. 

While at Port Lincoln, a little boy, twelve years of 
age, of the name of Hawsoo, was left in a station hut 
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whilit his brother came ioto town. Soon after his 
departure, aliout ton or elcreo natives Burroundcd the 
hut, and wmhod for Bomctliing to eat. Tiio hoy gave 
tiiem hrrnd and rice — all he had. Aa ho fancied they 
would endeavour to force tliemEclrea into the hut, lie 
>tq>ped out and foBtcDcd the door, stauding on the 
outside, with hia gun by his side and a sword in hia 
luuid, which he held for the purpose of fighting them. 
l{c did not, however, make any signs of using them 
until he received froni his cowardly as^iltint« two long 
bnrhed epcora in his diest He tlien look up Ins gun and 
shot one of the nntivc?, wlio M\, but got up again nnd 
■campercd away, followed by the rest The poor child 
remained with the two spcara, seven feet long, sticking 
io hit breast He tried to cut and saw them without 
eficcL He then mt upon the ground, and put the ends 
of the qtears Id the fire, to try and bam them off, and 
in this poaition be was found, at ten o'clock at sight, 
ttpoD the return of hit brother, having been speared 
eleven hours, Hia brother immediately sawed the enda 
of the Epcan off, and placing him on horseback, 
brought him into Port Lincoln, where Mr. Eyre saw him. 
Af^ the boy's death, it was stated that Mr. Edward 
HawsoQ had, some short time previously, shot at some 
■tatives to Aiglttcn them, after they lud stoleu some- 
tbing from the same hut where they speared his brother. 
In iderriog to this mdaDcboly occufreace, Mr. £yr^ 
ia bia journal, does not attempt to palliate the cmd 
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Iwrbarity of tbcM ravages ; but it u the catue which 
induces liiiu tg jot down lilg views of the conduct of the 
aborigines of Australia generally tovorda the inroden 
and usurpers of tlieir right& It is to be regretted that 
limited sjiacc prevents the possibility of quoting fiiUy all 
that lie urges on their belulf; but suffiricnt may be 
given to show the utter falseliood of those who 
declare. Sir. Eyre to he a man "destitute of the 
common feelings of humanity for the coloured people 
of God's eartli." 

" Wlint are the rchitiona," he writes, '* usually sub- 
sisting between tbo aborigines and settlers, locating in 
the more distant and less populous parts of the country 
— tliosc who have placed themselves upon the outskirts 
of civili^atioD, and who, aa they uro in some measure 
beyond the protection of the laws, are also free from 
their restraints P A settler, going to occupy a new 
station, removes, perhaps, beyond all other Europeans, 
taking with biro his flocks and his herds and bu men, 
and locates himwlf wherever he Bnds water and a 
country adapted for his purposes. At the first, poeubly, 
he may see none of the inhabitants of the country that 
he has thus uuceremoniously token poesessioa ot. 
Naturally alarmed at the inexplicable appearance 
and daring intrusion of strangers, they keep aloof, 
hoping, perliape, but vainly, that the intruders may 
won retire. Days, weeks, or months pass away, and 
Ihey see them still remaining. Compelled at loat, it 
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may be by enemies without, by the want of water in 
the rvRiot«.T ilUtrict, by the desire to procure certain 
kinila of f<»d, whicb arc peculiar to certain localities, 
Utd at particular tcoaons of the year, or perhaps by a 
•iJi to nr*isit (heir country mill tlieir homes, they 
return once mure, cautiuUKly and fearfully approaching 
what is ibcir own — the siwt, perlin|)3, where tlicy were 
bom. tlic patrimony tluit has descended to them through 
many generations; — and wliat it the reception that is 
given them upon their own lands? Often they arc met 
by repuLiion, and sotnctimca by violence, and are com- 
pelled to retire ngain to strange and unsuitable local- 
ities. Passing over the fearliil scenes of horror and 
bloodshed tliat have but too frequently been pcrpe* 
traled, in all tlic Australian colonies, upon the natives 
in the remoter districts, by tlic most desperate and 
abandoned of our countr}'men, and overlooking, also, the 
recklcssncsa tliat too generally pervades tlic slicplierds 
and stock-kcepen of tlie inteiior, witli regard to the 
coloured races — a rtcklatneu that leadt them to think 
OM UuU ^ firing at a black at at a iird, atfd tehieh 
maket the nuniber theif haix klUtd, or the atrocitia that 
Ame attended tie deedi, a matter for a tale, ajett, or boatt 
at their pothmu rtoeiriet ;* — overlooking tliese, let us 
nippoae that the settler is actuated by do bad inteotioni, 

* new Ubcb hsva Wen priabd in Ittlies, bccuiw it hu bcMi . 
loadl; twoclalBcd Ihat Hr, Ejfe canwd tha bUckt of JuMin 
-l(ta db<riMmUwjAnMBb,'«lllwBtrqHdt»Ksai*|» 
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and that he is nnccrcly anxious to avoid aay collision 
wilh the natives, or not to do them any injury ; yet, 
under tlicsc even comparatively favourable drctim- 
rtanccs, what frequently is the result? The settler 
finds hiiDEelf alone in the wilds, with but few men 
around liim, and these, principully occupied in attend- 
ing to BtAck, arc dispersed over a considerable extent 
of country ; he finds himself cut off from assistance or 
resources of any kind, whilst he iua heard fearful 
accounts of tlio ferocity or the treachery of the savage ; 
he therefore comes to the conclusion tlutt it will bo less 
trouble, and annoyance, nnd risk, to keep the natives 
away from his Station altogether ; and as soon as they 
■ make their appearance tlicy are roughly waved away 
from their own possessions: should tlicy hesitate, or 
appear unwilling to depart, threats are made use of, 
weapons, {lerhaps, produced, and a show, at least, is 
made of an offensive character, even if no stronger 
measures be resorted to. What must be tlic natural 
impression produced upon the mind of the natives by 
treatment like this? Can it engender feelings other- 
wise than of a hostile and vindictive kind? or cw.we 
wonder that he should take the first opportuni^ of 
Venting those feelings upon the aggressor? . . . 
Nor ought we to wonder that a slight insult, or a 
trifling injury, should sometimes burty them to an act 
apparontly not warranted by the provocation. Who 
can t«ll how long tbdr feelings bare heaa rankling ia 
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their boeoms — ^bow long or bow much they bare borne ? 
A single drop will make the cup run orer when filled up 
to the brim ; a single spark will ignite the mine that, 
by its explosion, will scatter destruction around it : and 
may not one foolish indiscretion, one thoughtless act of 
contumely or wrong, arouse to vengeance the passions 
that bare long been burning, though concealed ? With 
the same dispowtions and tempers as ourselres, they 
are subject to tlie same impulses and infirmities. Little 
accustomed to restrain their feelings, it is natural that, 
when goaded beyond endurance, the efiect should be 
Tident and fatal to those who roused them; — the 
smothered fire but bursts out the stronger from baring ' 
been pent up, and the rankling passions are but fanned 
into wilder fury from having been repressed. . • • 
"With reference to the particular case in question — the f 

murder of Master Ilawson — it appears tliat, in addition 
to any incentives, such as I luive described as likely to 
arise in the minds of the natives, there liad been the still 
greater provocation of their having been fired at, but a | 

short time previously, from the same station, and by i 

the murdered boy*s brother. We may well pause, i 

therefore, ere we hastily condemn, or unjustly punish, j 

in cases where the drcumstances connected with their 
occurrence can only be brought before us in a partial 
and imperfect manner.** 

This is singular language for a man to use, who is 
now on his trial for ruthlessly slaughtering the negro! 
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To return, however, from this digreffiion to the 
explorations of Mr. Eyre. Finding it impossible to 
force a passage to the north without proceeding first to 
the westward, Mr. Eyre moved for the head of the Great 
Australian Bight After leaving Streaky Bay, he found 
^gantic obstacles to contend against ; the heavy sandy 
nature of the country, its arid character, the scarcity of 
grass, and the very dense brushes through which the 
party had to clear a road with their axes, formed im- 
pediments which, but for the assistance of a cutter 
placed at the disposal of Mr. Eyre by the Governor, 
would have compelled them to give up altogether their 
plans. By putting on board the cutter the greater 
part of their dead weight, they relieved their jaded 
horses from loads they could no longer draw; and 
by obtaining from her occasional supplies of water at 
such points of the coast where they could procure none 
on shore, they were thus enabled to reach Fowler's 
Bay on the 22nd of November. 

From this point Mr. Eyre could no longer avail 
himself of the valuable services of the boat — the wild 
unprotected character of the coast extending around 
the Great Australian Bight rendering it too dangerous 
for a vessel to attempt to approach so fearful a shore, 
where there was no harbour or shelter of any kind to 
make for in case of need. 

Under these drcumstances he left his party in camp 
behind Point Fowler, whilst he proceeded, accompanied 
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only by a native boy, to examine the country ahead. 
For twenty-four days and nights he waa engaged in 
attempting to round the bead of the Bight ; but go 
difficult was tlie country, that he was driven back from 
want of water, and obliged to abandon one of his 
hones. In no way dispirited, he made a secon- 
attempt, accam|ianii'd by a ualivc boy and one of his 
[Kirty, driving a dray loadi-d solely with water and 
proriEioiu; but such waa the dreadful nature of the 
country that, aAcr penetrating to within twelve miles 
of the head of the Bight, he wos again obliged to 
Abandon tliree horses, the dray, and all the pro- 
Tisiuiu. After rrnching the nearest water, they made 
every effort to save the unfortunate anim^ils. For 
sercn days ^Ir. Eyre, hia attendant, and the native 
boy were incessantly engaged, day and night, in carry- 
ing water backwards and forwards to them — feeding 
them with bread, gruel, ilfcc. — but all their eflbrts 
were vain, and the expeditiou thus sustained a fatal 
and irreparable injury in the loss of three of its best 
draught horses. 

In traversing tbe coantry along the coast from 
Streaky Bay tb within twelve miles of the head of the 
Great Bight, the whole extent was totally desti- 
tatc of surface water. Still his indomitable energy 
tu;ged him on, and he confidently expected that, once 
able to round the Bight, the country might, perhaps, 
alter iU character so ^ as to enable him to prosecute 
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the main object of the expedition, that of examining 
the northern interior. 

The very severe loss the expedition had sustained in 
the death of four of its best horses, added to the un- 
favourable season of the year, and the embarrassing 
nature of the country, rendered it at last impossible for 
them longer to carry provisions for so large a party, 
more especially since the wild and fearful nature of the 
breaker-beaten coast precluded the possibility of their 
making use of the assistance and cooperation of the 
Government cuttcf. Mr. Eyre was consequently under 
the necessity of reducing the strength of his already 
small party, and accordingly sent two men back to 
Adelaide, retaining only his overseer and one man, 
exclusive of Mr. Scott and two native boys. 

From the reduced state of their remaining horses it 
became absolutely necessary for them to remain in 
dcp6t five or six weeks to rest them. The departure 
of the cutter and two men of their little band made the 
camp wear a gloomy and melancholy aspect, and cause 
a sad alteration in its hitherto cheerful character. The 
monotony of their life was very dispiriting, and Mr. 
Eyre frankly owns in his diary that he felt down- 
hearted. He says : — ^ For a time, indeed, the writing 
up of my journals, the filling up of my charts, and 
superintending the arranging, packing, and burying of 
our surplus stores, amused and occupied me, but as 
these were soon over, I began to repine and fret at the 
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life of indoleiice and inacthrity I was dooned to anftr. 
Frequently required at die caBp^ to give directions^ or 
to asast in the daily rontine of doty, I dad not like to 
absent myself long avay at once; there were no 
objects of interest near me, within the limits of a day's 
excornon on foot, and the weak state of the horecs 
prerented me from making any esaminations of the 
ooontry at a greater distance on horseback ; I felt like 
a prisoner condemned to drag out a dull and useless 
existence through a given number of days or weeks* and 
like him, too, I sighed for freedom, and looked forward 
with impatience to the time when I might again enter 
upon more active and congenial pursuits. Fatigue, 
privation, di«appointmcnt, disasters, and all the various 
vidsstudes incidental to a life of active exploration had 
occasionally, it is true, been the source of great anxiety 
or annoyance, but all were preferable to that oppres- 
nvc feeling of listless apathy, of discontent, and dis- 
satisfaction, which resulted frt)m the life I was now 
obliged to lead." 

Christmas-day came, and made a slight though 
temporary break in the monotony of their daily life. 
The kindness of their friends had supplied tliem with 
many luxuries, and they were thus enabled, even in 
these desert wilds, to participate in the fare of the 
season. On tiie 2Gth they found tliat their remaining 
horses were falling off so much in condition, from the 
scard^ of grass and its dry and sspless quality, that it 
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was absolutely necessary for them to remove elsewhere. 
Mr. Eyre accordingly marched the party fire miles to a 
well in the plains, having first carefully buried all the 
surplus stores. The grass here was abundant, but very 
dry and without much nourishment, while the water 
was so brackish as to be hardly fit to drink. They 
were tluinkful, however, to get any. 

The horses having enjoyed a rest of a few days, and 
being stronger, Mr. Eyre determined to make one 
more cflfort to get round the head of the Bight On 
the 30th December he left the camp, the sheep, and 
four horses in charge of Mr. Scott and the youngest of 
the native boys, whilst he proceeded himself, accom- 
panied by the overseer and eldest native boy on horse- 
back, the other European driving a dray with tliree 
horses, to cross once more through the scrub to the 
westward. On the following day they found the little 
water they came to Salter and more bitter. 

On New Ycar's-day, 1841, they were joined by a large 
party of natives, who were very friendly disposed, and 
lamented, in pathetic terms, the death of the horses, the 
dead bodies of which they had come across in their wan- 
derings. To all Mr. £yre*s inquiries about water, they 
persisted there was none inland, though they pointed 
out a hole where some might be obtained two miles 
distant January 2nd the party started early; but 
ftfter fourteen miles the horses could go no further, and 
they were obliged to come to a halt There appeared 

D 
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lo be a disastrouB fatality attending all tlicir move- 
ments in tliU wretched region. Every time tliat they 
had attempted to force a passage througli it, tlicy had 
been l>iiS1cd aitd driven back. Twice before, Mr. Eyre 
had bct;[i obliged to abandon his hui^ca ; and now, 
after giving those that remained a long period of rest 
and respite from labour, and aflcr taking every pre- 
caution which prudence or ex|>eriencc could suggest, he 
liad tlic niortI6cation of finding that tlicy were in the 
aamo predicament as they had been bufure, with &s 
little prospect of aeromplishing their object. Tlie 
horvo were taken back by the overseer to the water to 
rcmaio two days and rest, while Mr. Eyre stayed with 
the naUvfl boy and dray until their retura On the 
5th they came back, but so little beneRtcd that, upon 
being yoked up and put to the dray, they could not 
move it The following day, therefore, the dray was 
tent back with the overseer, and Mr. Eyre determined 
upon pushing on tcr the north-west, accnmpanied by 
the nativfl boy and the European leading a pack-horse 
with twelve gallons of water. 

The weather grew intensely hot, while a strong wind 
blowing from the oortb-east, threw upon them an 
oppresNve and scorching curreot of heated air, like 
tbe hot blast of a furnace. After a march of seventeen 
nulea on the 6tb, they sank down fairly exhausted. The 
Eurtqpean who accompanied Mr. Eyre was thoroughly 
beaten, ffia ajarits failed hiin, and giving way to his 
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feelings of iatigue and thint, be lay rolling on the 
ground, and groaning in despair. They had halted in 
the midst of a low sandy flat, not far from the sea, 
tliinkins: that by a careful examination they might find 
where water could be procured by digging. There 
being, howcTcr, no trees or bushes near them, and the 
heat of the sun and the glare of the sand being so' 
intolerable, at all hazards Mr. Eyre was obliged to get 
up the jaded horses, and compel his thoroughly beaten 
companion to go on yet a little further to seek for 
shelter. This tliey at last found under a rock upon 
the sea-shore. The native boy and Mr. Eyre stripped 
themselves of every particle of clothing, and by con- 
stantly plunging into the sea and then returning to the 
shelter of the rock, they succeeded in keepuig them- 
selves cool. But it was a long time before they could 
induce their companion to follow their example, either 
by persuasion or threats ; his courage had foiled him, 
and he lay down and moaned like a child. When at 
last they succeeded in getting him to strip and bathe, 
he at once found the benefit of it 

It is not to be wondered at tliat Mr. Eyre should 
have resolved in his own mind as soon as possible to 
get rid of a companion who had now become not only 
useless but an actual clog to him.* The following 

* Writing sabseqnently of thif indiTidual, Mr. Eyre generoiuly 
rcmarkB :— ** I had erer found him a naefal and obedient man, and 
with the exception of hit kMing eoiuaga under the heat upon the 
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d»j. therefore, he was sent back to rejoin the overseer, 
with a note requesting the latter to send two frcsli 
bones to meet Mr. Eyre on the 15th January, for, 
from the weak condition of the aniinala he hnd with 
him, and the almost total absence of grass wlicrc he 
purjiosed pusliing to, he could not but dread lest ho 
might be compelled to abandon them also, in which 
CAM, if he did not succeed in finding vater, he would 
probably have great difBcuIly in getting buck himself. 
A* Kmn OS tl>c man luid gone, Mr. Eyre and the 
lativc boy moved on to the norlli-west, and at last 
arrived at the head of the Grc.it Itight. Ilavhig suc- 
cci«fully rounded this point, they proceeded some fifty 
miles, and met with a few friendly natives, who sliowed 
tbero where both grass and water was to be procured, 
at ihc same time assuring them tlint there was no more 
along the coast for ten of their duys' journey (lOQ 
miles), or where the first break took place in the long 
continuous line of clilfs which extended to the westward 
of tlic Great Bight. Along these clitls, bshcd by the 
▼iolciit waves of Ihc great Southern Ocean, Jlr. Eyre 
trudged on for forty-five miles further, in the vain hope 
that aomo great and important change might take 
fiace in the features of the country inland, from which 
be trusted be might accomplish the object for which 
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the expedition was fitted out Such, howerer, was not 
the case ; there was not any improvement in the appear- 
ance of the country, or the least indication that there 
might be a change for the better within any practicable 
distance. Having already examined the tract of country 
from the longitude of Adelaide to the parallel of 
almost 130° K longitude, an extent comprising nearly 
8^ degrees of longitude, without having found a single 
point from which it was possible to penetrate far into 
tlie interior, and finding himself in circumstances of an 
embarrassing and hopeless character, he reluctantly felt 
that he must give up all further idea of contending 
with obstacles which there was no reasonable hope of 
ever overcoming:. 

Having, therefore, retraced his steps, he found him- 
self, on tlie 15th of January, at the appointed rendez* 
vous, where he was to meet the two fresh horses. The 
overseer himself had brought them, and the whole 
party moved back to Fowler's Bay without further 
delay. There they met Mr. Scott, who compluned 
bitterly of having been left alone so long. 

The following brief abstract of the labours of the 
party, and the work performed by the horses in the 
tlireo attempts to get round tlie head of the Bight, 
will give the reader some notion of the gigantic difficul- 
ties this gallant band had to encounter. And when it 
is borne in mind that, after all, the distance examined 
did not exceed 136 miles, and might have been done 
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cuSij in tea days, and witltout any loss, liail 
litiifttitHi of the watering-places or tlio nature of t 
conntry been previously known, one can ouiy pause in 
admiration at t)ic eoumgc aiid perseverance of the 
explorer, who, bulDud and defcalwl, etill traversed, over 
and over again, the muuc dreary Mostc, gaining but • 
few miles of ground at each fresh attempt. 

Awrmurr or Lapuco* or niE rAimr ik Itomtinco tde Obut 



Hi. BoAi. . 
TbcOrcneoi 
CMlclaw . . 



CKtponlOilM 



Upon owturcly comiderinf; all the circumstancea of 
tbnr ptMitioQ, Sir. Ejre resolved upon not returning to 
Addaidc without accompliehiRg aouethiug. ilia daunt- 
ICM qiirit could Dot brook defeat, and be decided, 
tberefiHt^ to force a passage round the Great Bight, 
with p*di-horM« only, and so make his way to VVesteni 
Aottnlia, a distance of over 1,000 miles o( tracUea 
daaert The GorenuDent cutter bad been sent back to 
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Adelaide for forage for the horses, and Mr. Eyre now 
daily expected its return, and he accordingly resolved 
that, after a long rest at Fowler's Bay, he would make 
this terrible march, provided the instructions he might 
receive fnim Adelaide would justify him in sending the 
vessel so far beyond the boundaries of South Australia 
as Cnpe Arid, to convey the heavy stores and drays. 

On the* 26th their spirits were raised with the sight 
of a boat rounding to in the bay, and the consequent 
receipt of many English and colonial letters. On 
board the boat was a favourite servant of Mr. Eyre's, 
a native of King George's Sound, named Wylie, whom 
he had sent for, and who was wild with 'delight at 
meeting his master. Amidst all the kind letters 
received, came one of bitter disappointment from His 
Excellency the Governor. Although friendly in the 
extreme, it acquainted him that the * Hero ' (the cutter) 
was entirely at his disposal within the limits of South 
Australia, but that., being under charter, he must not 
take her to Cape Arid or beyond the boundaries of the 
province. Tims all the plans he had formed were com- 
pletely upset, and it became a matter of serious conu- 
deration what he should do under the circumstances. It 
was impossible for him to take his whole party and the 
drays overland through the dreadful country verging 
on the Great Bight ; whilst if he took the party and 
left the drays, it was equally hopeless that he could 
carry upon pack-horses a sufficiency of proviaons to 



-0'-' 



mmmm^mmmmmmmmm 




AO LIFE OF EDWABD JOUS BYBX. 

\ast tiicin ],000 miles lo King George's Sound. There 
renuiincd, therefore, but two alternatives, either to 
break tliroiigh tiio instructions received with regard to 
the * Hero,' or to reduce his pnrty ^till further, and to 
attrmpt this uiipiiroilelcd journey almost alone. Tlie 
first he did not, fur many reasons, feel justified in doin^r 
—Hk second, tlicrcfore, lie reluctantly decided upon 
adopting. 

It wtu a [niiiful Ktcp to part with his young friend, 
Ur. Scott, who lutd been with him from tlic commence- 
ment of Uic undertaking, nnd who had always been 
zealous and active in promoting its intercttts; but he 
felt tliat he ought not to allow him, however anxious, 
to be led into jkerils from which escape seemed all but 
l>opeIe«e. lie accordin<;ly seized the first opportunity 
when alone wiih ]llr. Scott to explain tlic circumstances 
under which lie wos [JnciHl, and the dccision.to which 
he Iwd been forced. Mr. Scott begged hard to be 
allowed to remain and share the dangers of his gallant 
leader, but Mr, Kjre was inexomble. The other men, 
witli the exception of the overseer, were next sjxiken 
lo, and, no doubt, tired and disappointed, they otTered 
no objection whatsoever to get back to civilized life. 

The only European of the party that now remains to 
be rcforrcd to was the overeeer, John Baxter, whoso 
subsequent melancholy fate during that fatal march 
deserve* that his name should be handed down to 
posterity. Air. Eyre sent for him and explained to 
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him most fully the circumstances in which he was 
placed, the utter impossibility of taking on the whole 
party through so inhospitable a region as that before 
them, and his own firm determination never to return 
unsuccessful, but eitlier to accomplish the object he had 
in view or perish in the attempt He then left him to 
determine whether he would return to Adelaide in the 
cutter, or remain and accompany him. Baxter was 
not long in making up his mind. His reply was, that 
although he had become tired of remaining so long 
away in the wilds, and should be glad when the expe- 
dition had terminated, yet he would willingly remain to 
the Inst, and would accompany Mr. Eyre to the west- 
ward at every hazard. 

Thus everything was arranged, and lilr. Eyre felt 
that the sooner the separation, the very thought of which 
had casta gloom over all, was accomplished the better. 
Tlie drays and such stores as were not required were 
shipped on board the ' Hero,' and on the 31st of 
January, his final report was addressed to the Giair- 
man of the Committee, promoting the expedition, at 
Adelaide — that expedition being now brought, tea 
close, and its members disbanded. The farewell was 
taken and the graceful cutter glided out of Fowler's 
Bay, leaving these two gallant explorers to their hie. 

They were now alone, with only three native boys, 
with a. fearful task before them and with the bridge 
broken down behind them. They must either succeed 
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m Tcadiing Kinj,' George's Souml, or perish in tlic 
aUmipt ; no middle roureo rcniniiicil. " It wjis impos- 
mUw," write* Mr, Kyrc, "for us (o bo insensible to llie 
iMiUtetl and hazardous position wc were Iti ; but tliU 
very fceliiifl; oiilj nencd and stimulutiHl lis the more in 
our cxertiuns to accuniplUh tlic duty nc hod engaged 
in ; tlie rcault we humbly left to tlmt Almighty Bein^; 
who luid ctitdetl nixl guarileil us hitlicrto, amidst, all 
our diiScultics, and in all our wandering, and who, 
wbaleTcr he might onluin, would undoubtedly order 
CTcrylhing for the W-i-t." 

Having a large supply of llic corn niid bran sent 
from Adelaide by the ' lleru " still remaining, they 
determined upon staying in dejiTit uiilll the horses were 
thoroughly set up ngain. They bad many neecssary 
and important pre|iarations bciiidea to make wliich 
kept them fully oecupicd. While Baxter made pack- 
saddles, extra bridles, and new hobbles, Mr. Eyra 
undertook the duly uf etuiiing ami repairing the various 
saddles, making wluit extra clothes were required for 
himself and the nnlivo boya on the journey, weighing 
out and paeking in small linen bags all the rations of 
tea, sugar, Ac., which would be required weekly ; pre- 
paring strong cninnj saddle-bags, and making light 
oiUkins to prelect their things from the wet. 

By the 23rd of February their j>rcparations for 
entering upon their juuruey were nearly all completed ; 
the hones had eaten u)t all their bran and com, and 
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were in good condition, all their provisions were packed, 
and eveiything in order for commencing tlie under- 
taking. The following afternoon the start was to be 
made. ^Mlen the hour arrived, and the horses were 
just moving off, the/ were surprised by a sliot in the 
direction of the Bay, followed by a second one, and 
presently two persons were descried in the distance. 
These turned out to be Mr. Scott and Mr. Germain, 
the master of the * Hero/ who had been sent back by 
His Excellency the Governor, to entreat tlie return 
of Messrs. Eyre and Baxter. From the Governor 
Mr. Eyre received a kind letter offering to assist him 
in any further attempts he might wish to make round 
Lake Torrcns, or to explore the Northern Interior, but 
begging him to desist from the dangerous undertaking 
he now contemplated. As a further inducement, and 
with a view to lessen the disappointment he might 
experience at the unsuccessful termination of an ex- 
pedition from which such great results had been 
expected, tlie Assistant Commissioner wrote to him 
officially, communicating the approbation of His Excel- 
lency and the colonists of the way in which he had 
discharged the trust confided to him, and directing 
him to relinquish all further attempts to the westward 
and to return in the * Hero ' to Adelaide. 

But Mr. Eyre had formed a resolution which nothing 
could make him depart from. He felt that the origin 
and commencement of the Northern expedition was 
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due to him, lie Imvmg been instrumental in changing 
tJae dinxHion of public attention from the westward to 
the interior, lie remembered alao what publicity had 
been given to his departure, and how great was the 
interest fell in ihe progress of his labours, and how 
eanguiiic were the expectations formed as to tlic results ; 
bow signally all lliose hopes had been dashed to the 
ground, after the toils, anxieties, and privations of 
eight months, without any useful or valuable discoveries 
having hcen made ; how, hemmed in by an imprac- 
licnhle desert, or the bed of an im]mssnble lake, he had 
beeo baffled and defeated in every direction. To have 
returned, be considered, would have been to have 
rca«Icrcd of no avail the great expensefl that had'been 
incurred in the outfit of the expedition ; to have thrown 
away the only opportunity that remained to him of 
nuking Mmc aniends for past failure, and of endeavour- 
ing to justify the confidence tlwt hod been repoeed in 
bim, by carrying through the exploration which bad 
been originally contemplated to the westward, when it 
WM no longer poiaible to accomplish that to the north 
for which it had given place. He deemed himaelf in 
du^ and in honour bound not to turn back from this 
attempt, so long as there was the remotest poaubility 
of aooceai. Returning, therefore, his best thanks to 
tbe Governor, to the colonists, and all his many friends 
who had exprcMed such kind interest in his behaU^ be 
jfT'i'Mf'' finnlj to accede to tb^ solidtations. Mr. 
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Soott accordingly sailed for Adelaide, once more learing 
these two daring men to themselves. 

And on the 25th they started — started on a journey 
that one of them was nerer to see the end of; a journey 
so full of horrors that the mere recital of their suffer- 
ings seems but the hideous revelations of a nightmare. 
It has justly been said that Mr. Eyre ** did then what 
no man had ever done before, and no man will ever do 
again." 

To this unparalleled journey, in the whole range of 
British adventure, a separate chapter must be accorded. 
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CHAPTEU III. 

Iv tlir wliulo civiliiccd, or, indeed, unnivilixcd portion 
of llic f^lubt^. nut wen excepting llic otLTiinl ire-bound 
R^oiit of tlic Arctic Ocean, where lie blciirliiiif; the 
bond of miniy of England's noblest children, is tliore A 
tract of country to be cqiinlleil for desolation to that 
•oulbcrn portion of the Great Aiutralian Continent 
difcovcrcd by Nuyta in the ship 'Guide Zccpnard ' in 
the jcar 1027. If the reader will refer to Uie map of 
Australia, lie will find that betvecn 30 and 31 degrees 
of touth latitude, and 118 and 134 degrees of east 
longitude, lies this fearful coast, lashed by the anjrr^r 
warn of the great Soutliem Ocean. The very map 
will apeak of the hideous desolation : " Barren granite 
bills," •* Barren sandy shore," " No water," " No 
Tcgctation ;" such is the information recorded upon it ; 
while the only names set down by explorers to denote 
the more prominent points, bear tlie following signifi- 
cant titles : " Gape Arid," " Mount Barren," " Mount 
Bagged," and " Doubtful Bay." It has not inappro- 
priately been termed, **a blot on the earth's surface," 
and ** the handiworic of Nature in her dotage." 
Acmts this dmry waste we propoae now to follow 
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the footsteps of Mr. Eyre and his companion Baxter, 
and to record their frightful dangers and privations, the 
violent death of the one, and tlie ultimate triumph of 
the other. 

On the 25th of .Fehruary, 1841, having bid Mr. 
Scott a final adieu, they set out upon their long and 
dismal journey. The party consisted of Mr. Eyre, 
Baxter, three native boys, nine horses, one Timor pony, 
one foal, and six sheep. Their starting point will be 
found marked on the map as *' Cape Adieu." To the 
7th of March tlieir route was comparatively easy, for 
having been over the same ground previously, and 
buried water and provisions nt favourable points, they 
knew where to halt. What they suilered most from 
during those few days was the sand which enveloped 
them, and never left them free from irritation and 
inconvenience. It floated on the surface of their water, 
every drop of which was far more precious to them 
than gold; it penetrated into their clothes, hair, eyes, 
and ears ; their provisions were rendered almost un- 
eatable by it ; and when they lay doHn at night they 
could get no rest, for their blankets were buried in it 
It was a perpetual and never-ceasing torment ; and to 
increase their miseries, they were afilicted with swarms 
of large horse-flies that gave them no peace. 

But these were comparatively trivial annoyances for 
men who had set their minds upon a journey of over a 
thousand miles tlirough trackless wastes, untrodden by 
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the fool of cWilizalion, and incapable of affording even 
its savAg:c children tlic merest necessaries of cxisicnco. 
Bcfidca, Mr. Eyre Imd much to occu]»y liis thoughts. 
There was the dim unccrtuinty of failure nod dentil 
lylu^ Ktraiglit before him, nnd the knowleil<rc thiit on hi.s 
shoulders alone rested the reB|Kii>^ibility of all that 
might happen, ilc knew that to get his party to the 
next water would be a lAsk of no ordinary ditTiculty { 
and who ran wonder ihnt he lay down on his couch 
of Mtid mtlcM and tincmy, and at last came to the 
dctcmination that he would proceed in advance of 
his party in order that, by fitidiii^ out where water 
was, be mig^t be on the look out for tlictn and guide 
them to it 

There is tomcthing inexprcsBibly grand and noble 
in thia apparently trivial act It demonstrates the 
gcncrotu bravery of Mr. Eyre's disposition. Leaving 
then the party, he pushed onwards, across those vast 
arid plains, taking with him only one of the native boys, 
tbc sheep, and two horses ; one to cany provisions and 
water, the other for the native youngster to ride on. 
Day mttcr day tbey trudged along, the little parched-up 
grass being all the food for thnr dumb companions. 
At length the lioraet began to feel the want of water ; 
and though, u if to tantalize tbem, morning and 
; the threatening clouds overhead seemed to 
) relief, still no rain teU. SeTenty-wven miles 
aft«r leanng thdr esmftnaoat, both sheep and bones 
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refused to feed, being too much in want of water to 
attempt to eat the dry and withered grass around them. 
They lay down for an hour to rest, and then ten 
miles further were accomplished by moonlight, in the 
hope that some cliffs in the distance might bring them 
to it Their hopes, however, had been excited bot to 
render their disappointment the greater ; on reaching 
the cliffs and esiamining spots where rdn-watcr would 
have settled after heavy showers, not one nngle drop 
was to be found. Gloomily turning away, they 
struggled on yet another eight miles, and just as the 
day began to dawn they sank from downright ex- 
haustion and fatigue. So thoroughly was Mr. Eyre 
done up, that he says in his diary : ** I found myself 
actually dozing as I walked: mechanically my legs 
kept moving forwards, but my eyes were every now 
and then closed in forgetfulness of all around me, until 
I was suddenly thrown down by getting entangled 
amongst the scrub, or aroused by a severe blow acrom 
the face from the recoil of a bough after the passage of 
the boy*s horse." 

Two hours only could be spared for rest in this 
desperate march for life or death, and in that short 
period they were accordingly at work again. They 
continued along the line of cliffs, every moment expect- 
ing to find a break where it was to be hoped water 
might be found. Hour after hour passed away, mile 
after mile was traversed, but still no change took place. 
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At nnon tlx-y Iinil marclicd 110 miles from tlic lost 
water, and Mr. E}tc Tound it necessary then to abandon 
tbo sheep, and by moring more rapidly with the horsos, 
mdearuur at least to saTe their lives. Foreseeing that 
furb a coDtmgcncy as this might occur, he had giren 
Raster strict orders to keep the tracks of the horses, 
tluit if he should be compelled to abandon the ehecp, 
tlie overseer might find them and bring tliem on with 
his party. 

Having deeided on tliis phin. he made a yard of nieh 
high, withered shnibs as he could find, shut the sheep 
in, and left a slip of paper hoisted on a long; etlclE for 
Baxter, directing him to bury the loads of his horses, 
and to hasten on with the animals alone, to save their 
lives. At dark Ihey were fifteen mites from this spot, 
the two horses having been without a drop of water for 
four days, and Mr. Eyre and his native boy having no 
longerany for themselves. Toodd to the flarkneas that 
■urroundcd them, they had now got into a dense scrub. 
Still they kept peraeveringly onwards, leading their 
borves, and forcing their way tlirough it in the best 
rauner they could. It was, however, all in vain. The 
poor boy, utterly worn out, and the horses in the same 
pitiable eoodition, at last refused to move, and for a 
few hours, therefore, Mr. Eyre was compelled to halL 
The agony of their own sufferings was heightened by 
the knowledge that Baxter, the two boys, and the other 
h o r sea, carrying heavy packs, must surely perish also, 
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unless the moniing brought relief. As Mr, Eyre lay on 
the ground, vainly courting sleep, the horrible thought 
occurred to him, that the water he had expected to 
find, from information given him by the natives on 
starting, at a distance of one hundred and twenty miles, 
might Iiave been passed in the dark. The bare idea of 
such a possibility was almost maddening, and as the 
dreadful thought flashed across his mind, he almost 
made up his mind to retrace his steps. If he went 
back, however, and found it not, his horses were too 
jaded to make up the lost ground, and if he had passed 
it, every step forward they took would but carry them 
further from it, and lead to their certain dcstrucUon. 

It must have required a man of powerful nerve and 
indomitable bravery to decide in this awful dilemma ; 
but Mr. Eyre was equal to the task. He determined 
to press on, and Providence at last befriended him. 
After a few miles they came to some sand drifts, and 
turning into these, they struck the very place spoken of 
by the nativea Thus, on the fifth day of their sufier- 
ings, they got relief, and were blessed with an abundant 
supply of water. Mr. Eyre's first thoughts were now 
turned to the party behind, and after some hours* rest, 
absolutely needful, they set out to meet them, carrying 
three gallons of water upon one of the horses for their use. 
On meeting, they found both horses and people greatly 
worn. The sheep and the loads of the pack-horses had 
been abandoned many miles back. Mr. Eyre, there- 
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fore, directing Baxter and bis party to the water, went 
io ecarcli of tliem, and luclcily finding them, ttie wliole 
party were booh afterwarda, by God's blessing, once 
more together and in safety, al^er having passed over 
one buodred and tliirty-five miles of desert country, 
without a drop of water in its whole extent, and at a 
•casoD of the year tlic most unfavourable for such a 
joumcy. Tliis may be sot down an tlie lirst stage in 
tbia tremendous undertaking. 

From the 12th to tlic 18tb of March, they remained 
■t the sand-drifts, attending to the borseti, and sending 
hack to recover the stcires tliat iinil been left by Baxter, 

'flic Mnd, us Ufual, was a dreadful annoyance, and 
large blood-eucking flies added to their discomfort 
AfteT a week's rest tliey again started, making a short 
stage of fourteen miles. At first they tried the beach, but 
were driven back behind the sea-shore ridge, and com- 
pelled to traTcl through a succession of low, ecrubby 
undulations, and the beds of dried-up lakes. By the 
19th they had travelled forty miles from the last water; 
and as it now became apparent to Mr. Eyre, from the 
rillainous aspect of the country, that they would liavc 
probably another long push before they came upon any, 
and aa the horses were already suffering much from 
thirst, he determined, on consultation with Baxter, to 
jeave tbcir baggage where it was, and to send back the 
bones to tbcir last baiting-place to rest for a few days, 
»od tbea load them with oa much water a» they could 
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carrjr. At midDight he accordingly sent the vhole 
party back, remaining alone by hinuelf to take care of 
the haggagc and shcepi with on allowance of a pint of 
water per diem for six days, this being the contem- 
plated period of Baxter's absence. 

If we rcRect u]>on tlie desulate feeling that creeps orer 
a person when left solitary and alone for a lengthened 
period in even one of our fair English forests, some veiy 
faint and indistinct notion may be conceived of the sensa- 
tions of Mr. Eyre under tliesc unenviable circumstances. 
He must indeed liave spent a miserable time. He had 
moments, lung and weary ones, to reflect upon hiB ' 
position and prospects, which involved tlie safety of 
others as well as his own. He found, on consulting his 
chart, they had still 600 miles to traverse, measured as 
the bird flics ; Init, taking into account the inequalities 
of the ground, and the drcuit they would (requently be 
obliged to make, he could not hope to accomplish this 
in less than 800 miles of distance. With all the im- 
pedimenta and embarrassments they were likely to meet 
with, they could not possibly expect to accomplish it 
under twelve weeks. Their sheep were reduced to 
three in number, and their sole stodf of flour amounted 
to 142 pounds, to be shared out amongst five penont. 
The task before them was indeed a fearful ooa ; but 
Mr. Eyre's motto was " Perseverance," ood be firmly 
hoped that by patience and endurance be would safely 
and successfully oouompUah bis undertaking at loot 
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Before the fix days liad clap9>?d, wlieti lie mi^ht 
expect tlic return of BaxUT, his little Btock of water 
WM exhiiustod. Kva|>ornlioii h»d rvbbod liiin of some, 
Kid *' once or ticiee he npilt a Utile." Wliot an ocean 
of sulTmng is conveyed in tliesc few vrunlsl 

At last hit party cnmc in elgliL Tliey lind Bticccss- 
fuUy aecomplislied tlicir mission nntl brought a gootl 
Mipply of water, but only snllicicnt for tlieinsdves. On 
the lllttli they moved ou, and seventy-two miles further 
tbc scrub and sandy ridges bccami; so henry ant) 
harassing to the horses, ihnt ^^r. Eyre be^an to doubt 
•rhcther lie could get tlicin on at all. Light as the 
loads were lliat they were required lo carry, it became 
evident that tlicy must be made even less burdensome. 
Allowing tlie uativc boys, therefore, lo enjoy a good 
Buund sleep, he set to work, with his overseer, to throw 
away every single article they could [lo^ibly dispense 
with. All except a single spare shirt and pair of 
buots and socks, a blanket, and the things they stood 
ill, which cousistcd only of trousers, shin, and shoes, 
were discarded. Most of their pack-saddles, kegs for 
holding water, all their buckets but one, tlicir medi- 
cines, some of their fire-aruis, a quantity of ammunition, 
and even a copy of Captain Sturt's Espodition, sent to 
Mr. Eyro while at Towlcr's Boy, to amuse and cheer 
him, were here abandunctl. 

After all tlicir arrangcincnts were made, and every- 
thing rejected tliat they could do without, the loads of 
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the horses were reduced in Uie aggregate about two 
hundred pounds. Having looked after the future wel- 
fare of the animals upon whose exertions their own lives 
now de])ended, Mr. £yre ordered a sheep to be killed, 
as they had themselves been upon short allowance for 
some time, and were getting weak and hardly able to 
go through the toils that devolved upon them. The 
whole party ate a hearty meal, and at midnight, when 
the moon rose, moved on. To get clear of tlie dreadful 
scrub, for the next forty-eight hours they kept along 
tlie beach, but were frequently forced by the masses of 
seaweed to travel above high-water mark in the heavy, 
loose sand, the tide compelling them to halt at in- 
tervals. They had now, according to calculation, 
marched 102 miles from the last water, and expected 
to have to travel fifly miles further before they came 
u]K)n any. By the 28th of March the horses became so 
jaded that one of them lay down, and Mr. Eyre was 
compelled to distribute its load amongst the others, 
and let him follow loose. 

Their route continued along the beach, as the dense 
scrub inland prevented them from following any other 
course. They had, therefore, to go far out of their 
way, tracing round every point, and following along 
every bay, whilst the seaweed frequently obstructed 
their path, and drove them again and again to the 
loose sands above high-water mark, causing extra 
fatigue to their unfortunate horses. Sometimes they 
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were lanvd to go between these banks of ecawccd 
ami tlic ocean, and even into llic eea itself, on which 
oocaaions it roiuircd their utmost vipilancc to prevent 
the wretclicd hordes from drinking the salt water, which 
would inevitably have dtrxtroycd tliem. 

Tlie Timor pony, wliich Mr. Eyre purchased at Port 
Uncoln, at length broke down contplclcly, and he was 
compelled to abandon it to a miserable and certain 
death, that by pushing on he migiit use every exertion in 
his power to relieve the others, though scarcely daring 
to hope that even one of tbcni might be i^ved. " It 
was, indeed," writes Mr, Eyre, "a fearful and heart- 
rending scene to behold the noble animals which had 
served us so long and so faithfully suffering the extre- 
mity of tliirst and hunger, without having it in our 
power to relieve them. Five days of misery had passed 
over their heads since the lost water tiad been left, and 
112 miles of country had been traversed without tlie 
possibility of procuring food for them other than the 
dr^ and sapless remains of last year's grass, and this 
but rarely to be met with. Xo rains had fallen to 
refresh them, and tliey were reduced to a most pitiable 
condition ; still they travelled onwards, with a spirit 
and endurance truly surprising. Whenever we halted 
the; followed us about, like dogs, wherever we went, 
appearing to look to us only for aid, and exhibiting 
that oonfidencc in us which I trust wo all reposed in 
tibe Almighty, for most truly did we feel that In his 
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mercy and protection alone our safety could now ever 
be hoped for.** 

The position they were in was a desperate one. The 
horses were nearly all exhausted, and if they £uled 
them, they would be entirely dependent upon their own 
strength and exertions, nearly midway between Ade* 
laide and King George's Sound, with a fearful country 
on either side, a very small supply of provisions, and 
no water. Yet in this fearful crisis Mr. Eyre never for 
a moment wavered as to tlie plan it would be neces- 
sary to adopt, in such a desperate extremity — at all 
hazards, he was determined to proceed onwards. 

Unfortunately Baxter, though he still went through 
the duty devolving upon him with assiduity and cheer- 
fulness, was evidently ill at ease, and had many gloomy 
anticipations of the future. He fancied that the party 
would never reach water by going on, and that there was 
little hope of saving any of the horses. In this latter 
idea Mr. Eyre ratlier encouraged him than otherwise, 
deeming it advisable to contemplate the darker side of 
the picture, and by accustoming themselves to look for»_ 
ward to being left entirely dependent upon their own 
strength and efforts, in some measure to prepare them- 
selves for such an event sliould it unhappily befall them* 
But Baxter's mind was continually occupied with 
thoughts of returning, and he believed that the only 
chance of saving their lives was to return if possible 
to the water they had left behind themselvesi and en* 
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dea*our ogiiin tu rcneli Fowler's llay, wlicrc tliey tiud 
buried a liir^ qtiiiiitity of provisions. In illscusaing 
tlieae »ubjecta with him, Mr. l^jre carefully avuidcd 
irriutliig or alarming liim by a di'clariition uf liis own 
opinions and nrsolutloiis ; ut tliu same time, lie pniiiled 
out tliG imminent risk liiat would attend any attempt 
to get back to Fowler's Buy, and the probability tlicrc 
was of much less ilniiger alteiidiii<> the effort to ad- 
vance to King George's Sound. With n-spcct to the 
natiTe boys, they appeared to think or care but little 
about the future ; they were not sensible of their danger, 
and having siimething still to cat and drink, they . 
played, and laughed, and joked with each other as 
nuch as ever. 

Digging a hole in the ^and, tliey now abandoned 
evciything they had with them, except two guns, a 
very little flour, and some tea and sugar, and then 
trudged onwards. Jlr. EjTe's favourite mare soon 
dropped behind, and thurtty afterwards another horse's 
■trength failed. Day followed day, and night suc- 
oeeded night, and tlicir last drop of water wns gone, 
while their feet became inflamed and painful to a 
degree, from constant walking in the salt water, whilst 
endeavouring to keep the horecs from it. The pangs 
of thirot were slightly alleviated by some dew collected 
in a sponge, and they still contrived to crawl along in 
■bolt Btagea, passing on their route masses of wreck 
upon the beach, oan, thwarts of boats, fragments of 
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mastSi sporSy &c, strewed about in every direction; 
and which told in eloquent language their dismal tale 
of human suffering and human woe. 

At length, as the mist gradually cleared away one 
morning, they found a slight change in the aspect of 
the country, and their hearts leaped with joy and hope. 
They staggered on and came to some ridges of white 
sand similar in formation to Uiose where they had 
before found water. Selecting a hollow between two 
of these ridges, they all set to work digging with Uieir 
hands in the desperaUon of despair, their suspense 
increasing every moment as the hole deepened. At 
about five feet the sand was observed to be quite 
moist, and upon its being tasted, was found to be free 
from any saline qualities. Another hour or more 
of desperate labour, and they came upon fresh water in 
abundance. In the last extremity they had been 
relieved. 

Mr. Eyre thus records in his diary his feelings ; be 
writes : — ** That gracious God, without whose assist* 
ance all hope of safety had been in vain, had heard our - 
earnest prayers for his aid, and I trust that in our 
deliverance we recognized and acknowledged with 
sincerity and thankfulness his guiding and protecting 
hand. It is in circumstances only such as we had 
lately been placed in that the utter hopelessness of all 
human efforts is truly felt, and it is when relieved 
from such a situation that the hand of a directing and 
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bencttccnt Being nppcAK most plninly d'lECcmiblc, 
fulfilling tlioec gracious promiEcs which he has made, 
to hear rliein that cjiII u|>on him in the day of trouble." 
As GOOD as cncU Iincl satUticil his thiret, the EufTcring 
amiDols were attcndi'd to. The utmost CAiition became 
neccfsnry in liieir mnniigement. They hnd been eeven 
days without & ilrap of wntcr, and .ilmoBt without food 
also, and yel Hr, Eyre dared uot give it to them 
Jreely. Of the two renminiog shceji, one was now 
killed for food, and the meat lasted them for three or 
luur days. It became Rppareut that some of the p.irty 
must go luck for euuic of tlic stores and other things 
that they lind nb.-Lndoncd, forty-eeven miles away. 
Baxter and one of the native boys accordingly started, 
Kiid as it *nB ])rolHil)lc that they would be n»iiy four 
days at least and have heavy work, Mr. Eyre gave 
bim most of the food they had left Fur this gene- 
rosity ho nod the two boys who renmiued with him 
suffered acutely, and were obliged to resort at Inst 
to the roots of the gum-scrub for sustenance, \^'llen 
Baxter returned, it was to tell a pitiable tale. He 
bad reached the spot where they had buried their 
Mores and started on his return, when first one horse 
became blind and helpless, and had to be abandoned, 
with the things he had been carrjin^ ; then a second 
fell, sod he too with his load hiid to be left ■, whilst 
the third managed to get within five miles of Mr. 
Eyre't halting place, and then tuccumbed alao. 
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Thhi latter iiitcHigciicc was so far satlbfactory tliat it 
enabled thcni, by sending tliat short distance, to get 
flour and tea, and so support life ; but their situation 
was perilous in the extreme. Tliey were still 650 
miles from King George's Sound, witli an entirely 
unknown country befiire them. Their provisions, 
when again recovered, would be barely sufficient to 
last them for three weeks and a half, at a very reduced 
rate of allowance. Their remaining horses were jaded 
and miserable beyond all conception ; they could 
literally scarcely crawl. A single false step would be 
fatal. Everything depended upon llr. Eyre's sole judg- 
ment and tlie determination he arrived at Who can 
wonder tliat he felt deeply and anxiously the over- 
whelming responsibility that devolved upon him ? 

To attempt to move either backwards or forwards 
without the horses was at once dismissed ; for, however 
revolting, it became apparent that before long their 
desperate circumstainces would compel them to use the 
poor animals for food. Mr. Eyre nevfcr for one moment 
entertained the notion of retracing their steps to 
Fowler's Bay, though, unhappily, Baxter diflfered from 
him on this point The last desperate march had un- 
nerved him, and he gave way to the feeling that, if they 
advanced, they must inevitably perish. All Mr. Eyre's 
arguments were fruitless. * With the characteristic 
obedience and fidelity with which he had always served 
his leader, he readily acquiesced in any plan that be 
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miglit liccidc upon ntlnptin^ ; but Mr. Ejro jicrccivcii, 
irilh anat jiiiii), ituit lie could Dot convince liim llmt 
Uic view he ti>ok was a proi>cr one, mid that tlio plan 
be intrndttl t» folluw wos the only one wliicli Iicid out 
to tlki-ui even llie remotest Ii0|>cs of cvenlunl safety and 



It now bccnnic nece^^ATy to ttini llieir iromcdlatc 
aitciitiun to tlic recovery of tlieir remaining stores. 
Ba.\t>.T u6cred to attempt llns olijcct nnain ; but, as he 
had just rvtumcd from a severe, ttiougli uneuccessful, 
journey on tlic Ntme errand, Mr. Eyre decided upon 
goin^ himself. lie accordingly Btartcd on foot with 
one of the native boys, and, after an absence of four 
days, the two sucd'cdcd in bringing on their slioulde ra 
the stores necessary for their existence, everything 
else being left behind them. They luckily contrived 
during their jounwy to epear a sting-ray fish, which, 
though verj' unpalatable and unwholesome, ncverthe' 
Ic« l>elpcd coiieiderably to save their other provisions. 
During his absence, Baxter had reconnoitred the 
country a-hcad, and came back with gloomy mi9- 
givioga, which he now unhesitatingly expressed. This 
only added to the dangers of tlicir situation, fur 
Mr. Eyre was afraid— wiih much good cause, as the 
Mquence wilt show — tliat in addition to the other 
difiicultics and aoxielies he had ti> cope with, would 
be the still more fruitful one of disaffection aod dis- 
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Another cause of uneasiness was their diet The 
sting-ray fish was beginning to make them all ill, and 
Baxter and the native boys declared they could no 
longer cat any more of it In this dilemma Mr. Eyre 
determined upon having one of the sick horses killed 
for food, believing that this supply would last them 
over a few days, by which time they might again be 
able to venture on, and attempt another push to the 
westward. 

They fed on this most unsavoury food until it be- 
came putrid, and both Mr. Eyre and Baxter were each 
seized with a violent attack of dysentery, which ren- 
dered them incapable of the least exertion of any kind, 
and left thcni very languid and weak. For several 
hours they were in the greatest agony, and could neither 
lie down, sit up, nor stand, except with extreme pain. 
Portions of the sick horse*s flesh which they had dipped 
in tlie sea, and by this means salted and preserved, 
were, during tlic helplessness of Mr. Eyre's sickness, 
stolen and devoured by their native companions. The 
two eldest boys, both of whom had attained nearly the 
age of manhood, now became sulky and discontented. 
They had imbibed Baxters idea that the party wouU 
never succeed in getting to the westward, and they got 
daily more and more dissatisfied, and, at length, de- 
cided upon leaving. Mr. Eyre in vain tried to dissuade 
them, but they left — not for very long, however. Four- 
and-twenty hours of starvation soon brought them to 
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tbcir Mnscs, and tbey returned ; one of thom apprcntly 
f aorry fur hia iwubortlination, tbe otiicr sulky ond re* 
veni^ful. 

After a iialt «f twcnly-eiglit daya from the time they 
' had coino u])on the wntrr, they entered iipnii llie next 
fc-arful piisli ilint was to decide their fate. Tlicy had 
■injured duy hy day, until it would have been madness 
to lutTC waited luufier. Tlic remnininj,' borsc», not* 
witbatainling their rest, were in a very poor condition, 
•nd carrieil llio few little etorra tiinl rcniuined with dif- 
ficulty. Tlic Rubicon was, hawcvcr, now passed, and 
tbc)' Itad nothing to rely u]>on but tiieir own exertions 
mnd perseverance. 

\\'c now come to that terrible night — the last that 
poor TIaiter was to spend on earth. Tbey bad halted 
■f^er a weiiry trudge of eighteen miles, and Mr. Eyre 
bad intended to push ou again during the durkness, 
on account of avoiding the day heat Baxter, how- 
ever, uneonecious of the awful fate awaiting him, 
begged and entreated his leader not to move, as 
tbe clouds gathering overhead seemed to promise 
imin. Greatly against his own wishes, and in oppo- 
■itiou to hia better judgment, Mr. Eyre gave way and 
jieldcd. 

The horses having been all hobbled and turned out 
to feed, the whole party proceeded to make break- 
winds of boughs, to form a shelter from tlie gale, pre- 
pantory to lying down for tbe night They bod takea 
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a meal in the middle of the day, which ought to have 
been deferred until night ; and their circumstances did 
not admit of their having another, so that there re- 
mained only to arrange the watching of the horses 
before going to sleep. The native boys having at- 
tended them the previous night, the duty fell upon Mr. 
Eyre and Biixtcr this evening. The first watch was 
from G P.M. to 11 p.m., the second from 11 p.y. until 
4 A.M., at which hour the whole party usually arose, 
and made preparations for moving on with the first 
streak of daylight 

Baxter asked i\Ir. Eyre which of the two watches he 
would keep, and as he was not sleepy, though tired, he 
chose the first Trifling as this arrangement of the 
watches then seemed, yet was his choice the means, 
under God^s providence, of his life being saved, and 
that of Baxter's being destroyed. 

The night was cold, and the wind howled dismally 
over their desolate encampment, whilst scud and nimbus 
passed rapidly over the watery moon. Baxter laid_ 
down to sleep, that sleep which was to know no waken- 
ing, while Mr. Eyre kept his solitary watdu The 
horses fed tolerably well, but rambled a good deal, 
threading in and out among the many belts of scrub 
which intersected the grassy openings, until, at last, he 
hardly knew exactly where the camp was, the fires 
having expired. It was now half-past ten, and Mr. 
Eyre headed the horses back, in the direcUon in which 
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b« Uiought the camp lay, tliat he might be ready to 
call Baxter to relieve liim at eleven. 

WliiUt tbue engaged, and looking steadfastly around 
among the scnib (o sec if he could anywhere detect 
tlie embers of their firc^ a sudden Hash of liglit, fitl- 
lowed by a loud report, nhieh reverberated over the 
desert sdirmle, eeiit llie blood tingling through his 
veins. The iilarm «&« but momentary, however. l!o 
&ncicd that tiic overseer had raistakcn the hour of tlie 
night, and, not being able to lind him or the horses, 
liad taken this method to attract bla attention. lie 
Immediately called out, but no answer was returned. 
Again he shouted, and tlic wild wind only blew a 
mocking blast. His heart beat quicker, nnd an indc- 
fiuite fear of some awful calamity came rushing upon 
him, as, reeling and i^tumbling in the darkness, he 
hurried on in tlie direction of the report he had heard. 
A few minutes, which seemed to him like hours, sufficed 
to bring him to the spot. And there, lying on the 
ground, weltering in his blood, and in the lat>t agonies 
of death, «a« his faithful companion and friend 1 

Upon raising the body of his ill-fated follower, he 
found that he was beyond all human aid. He had 
been shot through the left breast, and expired a few 
moments after Mr. Eyre took him in his arms. 

The frightful, the ajipalling truth now burst upon 
him, tluit he was alone in the desert with only Wylic, 
the King George's f-ound native, the other two, who 
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' had committed the foul deed, having decamped. The 
man who had faithfully served litm for many yeait, who 
hod followed his fortunes in adTeniitj and ia pmeperity, 
who had accompanied him in all his wandcnnga, and 
whose attachment to Mr. Eyre bad been bis sole in* 
duccment to remain with bim in tliis last joumfiy, was 
now no more. Tlie horrors of his situation glared 
upon him in such startling reality, as for an instant 
almost to paralyze the mind. At the dead hour of 
night, in the wildest aiid moat inhospitable wastes of 
Australia, with the fierce wind raging in unison with 
the scene of violence and blood before him, bo was 
left, with a single native, wboee fidelity he could not 
rely upon, and who, for aught lie knew, might be in 
lcan:ue witli the otiicr two, who even then were probably 
lurking about with the view of taking his life, as they 
had done that of poor Baxter. Can tlie most horrible 
imagination conceive a more ghastly picture ? 

Gently placing his murdered friend on the cold 
earth, Mr, Eyre turned to search for his (louble-lMurellcd 
gun. It was gone, as was also tlie weapon of the over> 
seer. A brace of pistols, without cartrid^^cs, and a 
rifle, with a ball sticking fast in the brcccli,-whicli 
Baxter had ruined by attempting to wash it, not know 
tng it to be loaded, a few days previously, were all the 
arms left to bim. Luckily be found some ammunition 
shortly afterwards, which bad been sewn up in a cauvas 
bag, and hod escaped the observation of the murderen. 
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Seizing Uiis trcnsurc. now more precious to liim than 
eiilil. he hurried away from the fearful ecoiic, accom- 
panied by the King George's Sound native, to ecareh 
fur the horsey knowing that if they got away now, no 
chnncc whatever would remain of saving their own lives. 
Ilury H>curctl the wrelclicd anlmtils wiiliout much titou- 
\>k\ and Jlr. Eyre sal down wlicrc he lind found tlicm, 
with an achiug heart, to [ats the remainder of tins 
drcndful nigliL Every moment njipcurcd to be pro- 
trat*ted to an hour, and it eeemcd as if the daylight 
w<iuM never come. About niidnijiht the wind ceased, 
ami the weather became bitterly cold and frosty. lie 
bad nothing on but a sliirt and pair of trousers, and 
suflcrcd, tliercforc, most acutely from the cold; to 
mental anguish was now added intense bodily jiain. 

In his diary Mr. Eyre writes : — " Suffering and dis- 
tress liad wclUnigh overwbGlrocd me, and life seemed 
Itardly woitli the effort ncccssaiy to prolong it. Ages 
can never cflace tlic liorrorB of this single night, nor 
would the wealth of the world ever tempt mc to go 
tlirough similar ones again." 

When daylight dawned once more, he visited the 
camp to wilucM a sad and heartrending cceno. The 
cwpsc of his poor companion lay extended on the 
ground, with tlie eyes wide open, but cold and glazed 
, in death ; while all around the body lay scattered the 
bameis of the horses, and the remnants of the stores 
that hod been the temptation to the fatal deed. 



LIFE OP EDWARD JOIIX EYRE. 



GU 






It now became necessary to endeavour to extract the 
ball from the breech of tlie rifle before they proceeded : 
to effect this he took the barrel off the stock, and thrust 
the breech in the fire. He succeeded in his objiM!t, 
but narrowly escaped with his life, the bullet just 
grazing his head. The gun, however, was again ser- 
viceable; and, after carefully reloading it, he felt a 
degree of confidence and security he had before been a 
stranger to. 

At eight o'clock tliey were ready to proceed. Tliere 
remained but to i)crform the last sad offices of humanity 
towards him whose c<ircer hod been cut short in so 
untimely a manner. Even this duty was rendered 
more than ordinarily painful by the nature of tho 
country where they happened to have halted. Ono 
vast unbroken surface of sheet-rock extended for roiles 
in every direction, and rendered it impossible to roakc 
a grave. Sir. Eyre could only, therefore, wrap a 
blanket around the body of his dead companion, and, 
leaving it enshrouded where it fell, escaiie from the 
melancholy scene, under the influence of feelings which 
neitlier time nor circumstances are ever likely to ob* 
literate. '^ 

For some time they travelled slowly and nlently 
onwards, and as the afternoon gradually ebbed away, 
and the shades of evening crept upon them, Mr. Eyre 
descried two white objects moving stealthily in the 
scrub at no great distance from him, and he at oooe 



VIP 




70 



LIFE OF EDWARD JOHN EYRK. 



recognized the murderers, covered with their blankets. 
They were following like wolves or bloodhounds on 
his track. Wliatcvcr their intention might be, he 
knew that, if they continued travelling in the 9ame 
direction, his own life could only bo safe by their 
deaths, lie therefore came to the determination to 
shoot tliem, if tliey approached within what he con- 
sidered a dangerous distance. The night, however, 
closed in, and tliey were lost to view. 

3Ir. Eyre now determined to make the most of the 
opportunity afforded him, and, by marching steadily 
during the night, to endeavour to gain so much in 
advance of them as to preclude the ])ossibiIity of their 
overtaking him. After pushing on for eighteen miles, 
he felt satii^fied that he had left the natives far behind, 
and, finding a patch of grass for the horses, halted for 
the remainder of the night. Moving on again on the 
1st of May, as the sun was above the horizon, they 
passed through the same dismal dreary country, and, 
after completing a stage of twenty-eight miles, were 
compelled to halt. It was im|K)Sdible they could endure 
tliis much longer, the horses having already been five 
days without water, and there being no chance of meet- 
ing any for two days more. One circumstance, however, 
tended to lighten the awful depression that was weigh- 
ing so heavily upon Sir. Eyre, and led him shortly to 
expect some important and decisive change in the 
diaracter and formation of the country. It was the 
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banksia, a shrub which ho had never before found to 
tlie wcBtward of Spencer's Gulf, but which lie knew to 
abound in the vicinity of King George's Sound. " Those 
only," writes Mr, Eyre, "who havo looked with the 
eagerness and anxiety of a person in my situation to 
note any change in the vegetation or phyucal appear- 
ance of a country, can appreciate the degree of sati^ 
faction with which I recognized fand welcomed the first 
appearance of tlio banksia. Isolated as it was amidst 
the scrub, and insignificant as the stunted spedmcns 
were that I first met with, tlicy led to an inference 
that I could nnt be mistaken in, and added, in a ten- 
fold degree, to the interest and expectation with which 
every mite of our route Imd now become invested." 

Moving onward again with renewed hope, the un- 
fortunate horses managed to crawl along ; and though 
tlic country was as desolate and iiihuspitable as ever, 
still the hank^as began to grow more common, and, as 
if gathering courage from their master, tlie poor animala 
plucked up spirit. But their gleam of hope waa of 
short duration. The seventh day's dawn since they 
had left their last water found the road so rocky and 
scrubby, or so sandy and hilly, and without c blade 
even of withered grass, that they sank exhausted. A 
moroful Providence, again, in th^r last extremify, 
came to their relief, and two miles further, or 150 
miles from their last watcring-place, they came upoa 
some sand-drifU, where, by digging, they found relief. 



72 LIFE OF EDWARD JOHN ETRE. 

Beliered from the pressure of immediate toil, and 
from the anxiety and suspense on the subject of mater, 
— 2klr« Eyre, liaving learnt from some natires whom he 
now met ttiat there was every hope of their progress 
for the future being less difficult and dan^i^rous — his 
mind wandered to the gap created in his little party. 
Out of five, two only remained ; and he began to 
blame himself for yielding to Baxter's solicitation to 
halt on that fiital evening, instead of travelling on 
all night, as he had originally intended. Vain and 
bootless, however, were all regrets for the irrecoverable 
past, and it only rcmuned for him to keep a sharp look 
out, lest the two murderers should travel up with them, 
now that they had come to a lengthened halt 

A striking example of the truly Christian spirit 
of Mr. Eyre is shown in the subjoined extract from 
his diary regarding these two bloodthirsty wretches. 
When he penned tlic following remarks, a quarter of 
a century since, he little dreamt that he would ever be 
arraigned on charges far more horrible than those of 
which these two Australian savages were guilty. 

^The youngest of the two had been with me for 
four years, the eldest for two years and a half, and 
both had accompanied me in all my travels during 
these respective periods. Now that the first and strong 
impresdons naturally resulting from a shock so sudden 
and violent as that produced by the occurrences of the 
29th of April had yielded, in some measure, to calmer 
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reflections, I was able maturely to wcigb the whole of 
what had taken place, and to indulge in some consider- 
ations in extenuation of their offence. Tlie two bojrs 
knew themselrcs to be as far from King George*! 
Sound, as tbcy had already travelled front Fowler's 
Bay. They were hungry, tliirety, and tired, and with- 
out the prospect of satiafying fully their appetites, or 
obtaining rest for a long period of time ; tlicy probably 
thought that, bad and inhospitable as hod been the 
country we had already traversed, we were daily ad- 
vandng into one still more bo, and tliat we never could 
succeed in forcing a passage through it; and tboy 
might have been Btrengtlicued in this belief by the 
unlucky and iucauUously-expressed opinions of the 
overseer, It was natural enough under such dream* 
stances that they sliould wish to leave the party. 
Having come to that determination, and knowing &t>m 
previous exiiericnec that Uiey could not subwst upon 
what they could procure for themselves in the bush, 
they had resolved to take with them a portion of the 
provisions wo had remaining, and which they might 
look upon, perhaps, as their share by right Nor would 
Europeans, perhaps, have acted better. In despente di^ 
cumstances, men are ever apt to become discontented and 
impatient of restraint, each throwing off the discipUne 
and control ho had been subject to before, and each - 
CODCaving himself to have a right to act independently 
when the question becomes one ti lifo and dcftth. 
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" Having (Icciilcil iiiKin leaving the pnrty, mid steal- 
ing K ptirtiim of tliu provIgioiiB, tlioir ubjoct would be to 
accon)])IiBli this na cfTcctUiilly and tis sifcly as tlicy could ; 
and in doin;; tin* they mi;;lit, without hiiTin<; hnd the 
slightcvt intcniioii originally of injuring either niygcIF 
or the overseer, li.-ivc talccn such precautions, and made 
such previous urraiigeniciils, as led lo tlic fntal trngcdy 
wiiicli occurn.>d. AH three of the natives were well 
tiwarc tliat, as long as they were willing to accoiupiiiiy 
us. they would iihnre with ua wimlovcr wc hiid left ; or 
that, ir resolutely bent upon leaving us, no restriction, 
save that of friendly advice, would he imposed to pre- 
vent tlieir doing so ; but at the aame time, they were 
aware that wc would not have consented to divide our 
little stock of food for the purpose of enabling any one 
portion of the party to separate from the other, but 
ratltcr that we would forcibly resist any attempts to 
cfiect sudi a division, either openly or by stealth. 
They knew that tliey never could succeed in their 
plans openly, and tliat to do so by stealth effectually 
and rafcly, it would first be necessary to secure all the 
fire-arms, tliat they might incur no risk from our being 
alarmed before tltor purpose was completed. No 
opportunity Imd occurred to bring their intentions into 
operation until the evening in education, when the 
scrubby nature of the country, the wildness of the 
night, the overseer's sound sleeping, and my own pro- 
tracted absence (at a distance with the bon>ei) bad all 
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conspired to favour them. I have no doubt that they 
first extinguished the fires, and then |»oaeCMin{c tbcm- 
Bclres of the fire'^nna, proceeded to plunder the baggage 
and select such things as they required. In doing this 
tliey must liave como across tlic animunition, and loaded 
the guns preparatory to tlicir departure; but this 
might have been without any premeditated tntcntioo 
of making use of tlicm tlio way they did. At thu un- 
happy juncture it would seem tliat the orcneer must 
have awoke, and advanced towards tlicm to see what 
was the matter, or to put a stop to their proceedings, 
when tliey fired on hiiu, to tave themselves from being 
caught in tlieir act of plunder, lliat cither of tfao 
two eliould have contemplated the conimittnl of a wilful, 
barbarous, cold-blooded murder, I cannot bring myself 
to believe — no object was to be attained by it ; and tltc 
fact oi tlic overseer luiving been pierced through tlie 
breast, and many yards in advance of when: be tiad 
been sleeping, in a direction towards tlie siccping-placc 
of the natives, clearly indicated that it was not until he 
had arisen from his sleep, and had been closely prcsung 
upon tbem, tliat tlicy bad fired the fatal shot. Such 
appeared to me to be tlw most pUusible aiid rstional 
explanation of this mchincholy aflair. I woukl willingly 
believe it to be the true one." 

On the 7th of ilay they proceeded on their journey, 
and on the following day had to kill another bwse for 
provision. The poor beast being very ill previous to 
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execution, the mrat wns of n most iinwliolo!K>inc nature, 
and Ixitli Mr. Kyrv ami his native companion were 
scizcil with a violent illncra, tiuHering for many hours Bt 
a time the most excniciatiiif; torture. Day by day ihcy 
felt ihrtnselvi-s getting weaker and weaker, winlBt the 
inlciiM) colli that waa now Bctttn<; in, and their being 
rctluct-il almost to a »tate of nalicdncsa, rendered their 
condition almost unlwarahle. When ihey again at- 
tempted to iiiarcli they found tliemEelves il<'»)K;rately 
weak and languid. It became at Inst an cllbrt to put 
tmc foot before the other. If tlicy rested for a few 
momenta — an<l they vcrc compelled constantly to do 
•o — it wat with the greatest unwillingness they ever 
moved on again. There was a dreamy kind of pleasure 
^-that most fatal of symptoms — which made them for* 
getful or csrclcM of dangers and difficulties. They 
felt •• if tliey could sit down (quietly and contentedly, 
and let the glass of life glide away to its lost sand. 

In this lamcntahic state they were gazing one morn- 
ing at tltc ocean, oblivious of the world and of every- 
thiug else, when Mr. Eyre was suddenly aroused Irom 
hia stupor by what he fancied to be a boat, every now 
and then appearing on the crest of the waves. With 
tbe eagentess of a desperate man be watched this tiny 
qMck, until his startled senses became olive to the fiict 
that it was no day dream or phantom of the imagina- 
tioii, but a reality, llastily lighting a fiie on a sand* 
ISB^ they^fired shots, shouted, waved handkerchielat 
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and made every signal they could to attract attention, 
but all in rain. The boat was too far off to ice them, 
and they stood silently and sullenly gazing at it until 
it was lost to view. 

A few minutes of calm reflection, and Mr, Eyre came 
to the conclusion that the boat must belong to aome 
whaling-sliip. Anxiously scanning the horizon in eveiy 
direction, he at lost perceived to the westward the 
masts of a largo ship, peeping above a rocky island 
which had hitherto concealed her from tlicir view. The 
poor native skipped with joy, and Mr. Eyre fervently 
offered up a prayer of thanksgiving, llo could not 
help fearing, liowcvcr, tJiat she might disappear before 
they could get to her, or attract the notice of those mi 
board. He therefore puslicd along by himself, as ra- 
pidly as the heavy nature of the sands would allow, 
leaving the mUivc to follow with the remaining horses. 
In a short time lie arrived upon the summit of a rocky 
cliff, opposite to a fine large barque lying at anchor in 
a well-sheltered bay (which he subsequently named 
Rossiter Bay, after the captain of tlio whaler), and at 
less than a quarter of a mile distant from the shoro. 
Lighting a Era on the rock, be hailed the vesseHritb 
desperate eagerness, and soon saw a boat put off, and 
in a few moments Iiad the inexpressible pleasure of 
being again among civilized beings, and of shaking 
hands with a fellow-countryman, in the person of Captain 
Rossiter, commanding the French whaler * Miseissip[H/ 
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Ilis storj' wns »>oii told, nnd tlic native eliortly after- 
wards coming n]\ tlicy were both treated with the 
greatest kindness and liospikility. 

For fourteen days Mr, Kyre rcnuiincd od board ; 
and, as if to make their cecniK from a terrible death 
more niiraculDu^, during thos; fourteen days tlic weather ■ 
was so boisterous, cold, and wet, that it would have 
been ini[io»sil)le fur tliem to linvc survived it, had they 
not tliuft in llicir direst extremity been provided for by 
a merciful I'roridcncc. 

Mo&t men, after tlic awful ordeal Jlr. Eyre had 
passed throu<;li, would have refused to cjuit the friendly 
shelter of the ' Mississippi,' and would have sailed in 
her wliithersoever she was bound ; but his sense of duty 
was so strong, and his English pluck so indomitable, 
tbat he dcttrmined to persevere to the end. Accepting, 
therefore, tlie gi.>nerou3 supply of stores, and a suit of 
warm clothes for each, on tlic I5tb of June they letV 
their kintl friend, Captain Rossiter, determined to finish 
their uDporallclcd journey to King George's Sound, 
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CHAPTER IV. 

On the 14tli Mr. Eyre landed the stores, to arrange 
and pack them ready for the journey. Tliey consisted 
of forty pounds of flour, six pounds of biscuit, twcWe 
pounds of rice, twenty pounds of beef, twenty pounds 
of pork, twelve pounds of sugar, ono pound of tea, a 
Dutch cheese, five pounds of salt butter, a little salt, 
two bottles of brandy, and two tin saucepans for cook- 
ing, besides some tobacco and pipes for Wylie, who 
was a great smoker, and the canteens filled with treacle 
for him to eat with rice. Tlie great difficulty was bow 
to arrange to pay for the various supplies so mercifully 
furnished to them at a moment when all hope seemed to 
have vanished. Mr. Eyre had no money with him, and 
it was a matter of uncertainty whether the ship would 
touch at any of the Australian colonies. Captain 
Rossiter intimating that possibly he might call, at King 
George's Sound when the Bay whaling was over, and 
as that was the place whither Mr. Eyre himself was 
bound, he gave an order upon a gentleman who bad 
previously acted there as his agent 

In arranging the payment Mr. Eyre could not in- 
duce the captidn to receive anything for the twelve 
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days that lUcy tiad been resilient in the ship, nor 
would ho allow thom to pay far some ver)' comfurlable 
warm clothing. To the honour of Captain Itos^ilcr it 
must also be adikil tlint to tliis day tlic order first 
•lluilcd to has ncrer been presented. 

After litading llieir lior^es, and bidding their kind 
and hoepitablo ho6t farewell, tliey once again com- 
mcncni their long and anluons journey, and were 
wending tlieir lonely way through unknown and un- 
trodden wilds. Mr, Eyre was, however, in very differ- 
ent circuninlanees now lo what he had been in previous 
to Bweting so opportunely with the French wiialer. 
Tbc respite be hod liad from his labours, and the 
generous living he had enjoyctl, had rendered both 
'Wylie and himself comparatively fresh and strong. 
Tbey had now with them an abundance, not only of 
the Dceeasarics, but of the luxuries of life ; wcro better 
dotbcd and provided against the inclemency of tlie 
weather tJian they bad been; and entered upon the 
oontinuation of their undertaking with a spirit, an 
energy, and a con6dcncc that they had long bceo 
atrangcrs to, 

Tbe first evening of their march set in with heavy 
rain, which continued without intermission the entire 
night Tbe drenching rain soon mode them ver; 
wretdied, and in the morning Mr. Eyre could scarcely 
man, banng contracted a Krcre cold, and feeling 
dmdiiilly iU. Notwithatandiog, they were compelled to 
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)irocced onwardB, poaung through a country coiuiating 
of tlui rame sandj plains and undulations covered with 
scrub, until, aflcr a few miles, Mr. Eyre was m 
exlmustcd from illness as to be compelled to halL 

Again tlic pitiless rain camo down upon the shelter- 
less travellers, and continued without ceasing through- 
out the entire of the night and following day ; and Init 
fur the warm clothing given by Captain Bosuter, the 
' probabilities arc, tliey would Iiave died solely from the 
extreme inclemency of the weather. 

When they started next morning the character of the 
country had, to a great extent, changed, their route 
being over a rich, swampy, gras^ land. Indeed, they 
literally walked for miles in water, be»des having to 
ford two rivers. It was some little satisfaction when 
they hod to ascend an undulating and more elevated 
tract of country, of an oolitic limestone formation, most 
luxuriantly cluthcd with the richest grass, and having 
several lakes intcrspci'^.'d among the hollows between 
tlic ridgcB. Near one of these they halted for the 
night, under some of the coast sand-hills, alter a day'a 
stage of twelve miles. 

The elements seemed to be at deadly enmity with 
them, for once more the rain came down all through 
the night in torrents. On June the 18th they pro- 
ceeded onwards, and at a little more than three milea 
came to the borders of a large salt lake. Following 
the borders of the lake for a mile, tbey (bund abon- 
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dance of frcsli water under the banka by which it was 
enclosed, and which, judging from the rushes and 
grasses about it, and the many traces of native encamp- 
ments, appeared to be permanent. The day being 
fine, J>h. Eyre halted at this place to rcarrnngc tiic 
loads of tiic bones, and to take bearings. A year bad 
now elapsed since he first started u])on his cxj^edition. 
That day tweWe montlis he had loft Adelaide to 
commence bis journey, cheered by the prt'^encc and 
good wishes of many frieiiilt', imd proudly command- 
ing a small hut gnllnnt [wirty. Alas I where were 
thej now? Fainful and bitter were the tbougbta that 
occupied his mind as bo contrasted the circumstances 
of hu departure with bia poution at that moment, and 
when be reflected that of all whose spirit aiid enterprise 
bad led them to engage in the UDdertaking, two lone 
wanderers only remained to attempt its conclusion. 

"Hicy did not start till late tlie following day. When 
tb^ did move they bad to travel through a very grassy 
country, abounding in fresh swamps of a soft, peaty 
soil, and often with brood flag-reed growing in them. 
All these places were boggy and impassable for borers. 
In attempting to cross one a horse sunk up to his 
haunches, and they bad much diflkul^ in extricating 
bim. Suddenly tbcy came upon a inccesaion of bairen, 
sandy, and stony ridges, and as there appeared little 
cbanoe of finding permanent water ia sudi a mlseraUs 
Tqiton, Mr. Eyie took t^ opportnoi^ of lialtiiig at a 
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little rain-water deposited in a bole in the rocks ; here 
they procured water for themselres, but could not 
obtain any for the horses. 

TIic two next days they had to trudge along under 
great difficulties, owing to the desolate and trying 
' nature of the country. The traces of natives were 
numerous, and they actually saw some in the distance, 
but considered it wiser and safer to* pass them by with- 
out noticing them. The horses were now beginning 
again to knock up, whilst the wet overhead and the 
damp grass under their feet made it equally harassing 
to themselves. The constant travelling through the 
drenching rain began to affect their limbs considerably; 
and upon halting at nights they found their feet always 
much swollen, and their legs generally stiff and 
cramped. 

It was impossible, however, to delay ; and when 
1^ they started on the morning of the 22nd, they were 

'^ condemned to wade for three hours up to their waists 

I in the wet brush. Fortunately, the weather cleared 

towards the afternoon, and they got on pretty fairly till 
% they were suddenly brought to a dead stop by a deep 

■ji salt-water river, fully a hundred yards wide, and 

increasing to three or four times that size as it trended 
to its junction with a large lake^ and which was visible 
from the hills above the river. Mr. Eyre was com- 
pelled to trace its course upwards for the purpose of 
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its mouth to asccrtnin its junction with the wet, bit 1m . 
darat not leave Wylio in clinr^c of tlio cU^ tot tbe '; 
tMM itaK it wMdd hftT* ntKMftuA Urn, Jf oraorcr, W 
^d aot fsd Jortified b rmuiagto gntt a rUc m it 
wmii hme hetm, lo take te bonM godi » diitiDOC^ 
ami tlvei^th s nagli and lieaT7 floa^, mth dM 
certw^ dbwMt af Mt being able to pneara far tima 
pBM or watsTi 

AfterbwiiayAe river BorUierijr fw two BiUei and • 
JMltlfe^rtefawiditdiiidedhitotwabrandm; and 
though these were still of conNtlcmble eizc, yet a ledge 
of roctu citending acitcB the channels enabled him to 
effect a pascago to U>c other side. At the place where 
be crossed, the Btream running over the rocks was 
only slightly brackisli, and he watered the horses there ; 
bad he traced it a little further, it might poralbly have 
been quite fresh ; but they had no time for this, for 
Wylie having taken charge of the horses but for a few 
moments, whilst ih. Eyre was examining the river for 
a crosnog place, contrived to frighten them in some 
way or otlicr, and set tliem off at a gallop ; the result 
being that their baggage was knocked off and much 
damaged, and great delay was caused in securing the 
animals again and rearranging the loads. 

The country changed in aspect on the 23rd, and 
became once more barren and desolate, with nothing 
but scrub, and diied-up withered graaa. On tbe 
night of tbe 21tb they nearly lost the whole of thor 
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baggage and provisions from a spark having been 
carried by the wind from tlicir camp fire to a piece of 
tarpaulin, which immediately ignited, and, but for 
Mr. Eyre observing the accident in time, they would 
have been left without a particle of food or clothing. 

June tlie 25th they commenced their journey early, 

but had not gone far before the rain began to fall 

heavily. Occasionally the showers came down in 

perfect torrents, rendering them cold and miserable, 

and giving the whole country the appearance of a large 

puddle. They literally marched in water. It was 

dreadful work to travel thus for so many hours, but 

there was no help for it, as they could not find a blade 

of grass for the horses to enable them to halt sooner. 

After a dreary trudge of fifteen miles tliey came to 

a valley with some wiry grass in it At this Mr. Eyre 

m determined to halt, there being no prospect of getting 

ii better grass, and the water left by the rains being 

]fi abundant The latter, though it had only fallen an 

hour or two, was in many places quite salt, and the 

best of it brackish, so thoroughly saline was the nature 

I of the soil upon which it had been deposited. 

:| Tlie following day Mr. Eyre determined to remain 

1 in camp to rest tlie horses and themselves. They 

had walked for eleven days, djuring which they had 

^ made good a distance of one hundred and thirty- 

•t four miles from Rossi tcr Bay ; and as Mr. Eyre 

f calculated that they ought under ordinary circum- 
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Mtnccs to reach tbelr long-wlslicd for goal-^Kl 
George's Sound — iti ten days more; and as ih 
proviwons with economy were calculated to last t 
period, bo rcsQWed upon taking the much-refjiuV 
rest 

It wa» well they did so, for on tlic 27th they were, 
BCTercIy taxed. Upon moring they passed toward! 
the Jlount Barren raiigea* for ten niilca through 
(he same etcrile country, and then obscrring n water» 
couTfc coming from tlic htlU, Mr. EyTc bernnic appro- -'^ 
bensvc he should experience Gomo difficulty in crossinjf 
it DMT the rangeti, from their rocky and precipitous cba- 
nctcr, and at once turned more soutlierly to keep 
between the ica and a salt lake, into which the stream 
empticditwlt Ancrgettingncarly half round the lake* 
tbar progrev was impeded by a dense and meet diffi- 
cult scrub of the Eucalyptus dumoM. Upon entering 
it tbcy found the scrub "iarge and strong, and grow- 
ing Teij close together; whilst the fallen trees, dead 
wood, and sticks lying about in every direction to the 
height <^ a tnan's breast, rendered their passage 
difficult and dangerous to the horses in the extreme. 
Indeed, when they were in the midst of it, the poor 
animals suffered so much, and progressed so little, that 
Ur. Eyre feared they would hardly get them either 
through it or back again. By dint of great labour 
and peneTerance they passed through a mile of it, and 

* Thsf will ba tend HaAid «■ uf n^ of Boalh Aorfnlis, 
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then etnei^ng upon tho beach, followed it for a ahort 
dUtancc, until Btcep rocky hilU, coming nearly bluff 
into tlio Bea, obliged them to turn up under them, 
and encamp for the niglit 

Three days more of fearful fotigue, auficring, and dia- 
appointment, and then the sun, as it were, broke througfa 
the dismal cloud that had been fadng them for so long, 
and before the eveningofthc 30th of June closed in tbey 
obtained a view of some high, rugged, and distant ranges, 
which 3Ir. Eyre at once recognized as b(.-ing the motm- 
tains imnicdiattfly behind King George's Sound. At last 
they could almost say tliey were in sight of the tenni- 
nation of their long, harassing, and disastrous joumej. 
Early in the morning Mr. Eyre hod told Wylie tliat he 
thought they diould sec King George's Sound hilli 
before night, but the boy at that time appeared rather 
sceptical ; when, however, tbey did tHxsak upon tb^ 
view, in picturesque though distant outline, his joy 
knew no bounds. For the first time in their journey be 
btlieved they would really reach the Sound at lact 
TIic cheering and not-to-be mistaken tIcw before hiis 
had dissipated all his doubts. 

But, altliougli they appeared so near the end<tf their 
journey, tbey had yet some days of bard work and 
disappointment to undergo; but the almost certain 
knowledge that tbey would in the end succeed buoyed 
tbeto up. On the 4th July they crossed the trades of 
horses, apparently of no very old date, this being the 
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fint Bymptom tliey had yet obscned of Aair bmt ■ 
approach la Uic haunts of civilized man ; ud OB tiM 
following iliiy, with an cxcliimation of frantic jpj, W]f& 
rccog[nizcil, .is a place lie hnd once seen hcfon,afrMb> 
water lake, in a vnllej' between eome hilK ""^ ^ ^^ 
clored tlial he now knew the road well, and «mld act 
as guide. Thereupon Mr. Eyre resigned the poit of 
honour to him, on his promising always to toka tftfn to - 
grass and water At night. 

The morning of the Cth July was vcfj wrt and. 
Buserably oold. The rain having fallen in torrents the 
jMienoua night, tliey were eom[Jetely drenched* and 
could only keep life in them by standing or walking 
before the fire the whole night Mr. £yrc was glad to 
crawl onwards at daylight With Wylie acting as 
guide tlKy readied the Candiup Uivcr, a large cliaJn 
ot poods, connected by a running Btream, and emptying 
into a wide and deep arm of the sea, with much rich 
and fortile land upon its banks. The whole country 
was now heaTily Umbered, and had good grass growing 
amongst the trees. From the very heavy rains that had 
£dlen, they had great trouble in crossing many of the 
streams, which were swollen by the floods into perfect 
torrents. In the Candiup lUver Mr. Eyre had to wade, 
cold and chill as be was, seven tiroes through, with the 
water breast-high, and a current that be could only 
with the utmost difficult stand up against, in order tu 
get the boTMS over in safety. He now began to suffer 
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intense pain, owing to the incesBant wettings he had 
liecn subject to for so many days past 

Four miles beyond Ciindiuj) liiver, they came to 
Kinjf'a River, a large salt arm of Oyster Harbour ; 
here Wylic, who insisted that be knew the proper 
crossing-jilacc, took Mr. Eyre into a large swampy 
morass, and in endeavouring tu take the horses through 
they got bogged, and were nearly lost, and Sir. Eyre 
was detained in tlie water and mud for a couple of 
hours endeavouring to extricate them. At la»t he sur>- 
cceded ; but tlic poor aninials were sadly weakened and 
strained, and Mr. Eyre was compelled to return back 
to the same side of the river, and encamp for the night, 
instead of going on to King George's 8ouud, as he had 
intended. 

Of this bitter disapinintment Mr, Eyre says in his 
Diary : " Fortunately there was tolerable grass, and 
fresh water lay everywhere about in great abundance, 
so tiiat the horses would fare well, but for ourselves 
there was a ciiocrlcss prospect. For three days and 
nights we had never had our clothes dry, and for the 
'..greater part of tliia time we had been enduring in full 
violence the pi tilcsa storm — whilst wading so constantly 
through the cold torrents in the depth of tiie winter 
season, and latterly being detained in the water so long 
a time at the King's River, had rendered us rbou- 
matie, and painfully sensitive Co either oold or woL I 
hoped to have reached Albany this evening, and 
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should hare done so, as it was only six milcG distant, il 
it had not been for the unlucliy attempt to cross King's 
Bi»cr, Now wc hnd another night's misery before 
Its, for wc bad hardly lain down before the rain began 
to fall in torrents. \Vcnriod and worn-out ns wc wer% 
»iattBirfiiiiiftiMrflirigBWofaeUitfcwd>3^w 
cnU mMht ril MrHedowB tomt| our ooly csm»* '^ 
htim mdar As dammtmeiu bang -thtt, bowevcr 
bad w Mom* iW WMtWr ingbt be, it wm tiw Ink '^ 
li^aeAMldbefaqpoMdloitifiirjr.'* ^ 

On ibe 7th July they made several attetnpta agwn to 
ford King's River, but failed, and Mr. Eyre at last 
detennincd upon leaving the borecs and proceeding oa 
to the end of their journey at once. Having accord- 
ingly tuned the horses loose, and piled up the remnants 
of their baggage, Mr. £yTe took bis journals and charts 
•nd, after much labour and difficulty, succeeded in 
fording the river. The rain continued (ailing heavily ; 
bat tbcy cared little tor U now, and pushed on. Before 
reaching the Sound, they met a native, who at onoe 
recognized Wylic, and greeted him most cordially. 
From him they Icamt that tbey had been expected at 
the Sound many months before, and that nothing 
having been beard of the party, they bad long been 
given up for lost, whilst Wylie had been mourned for 
and lamented as dead by his Aienda and bis tribe, 

Utey soon found themselves on the brow of a hill 
inmediately overlooking the town ct Albany, in West- 
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cm Australia. Jlr. Eyre makes the following entry in 
his journal : — " For a ntomcnt I stood gazing at the 
town below me — tluit goal I liad so long looked for^ 
ward to, luid so laboriously toiled to attain, was at last 
before me. A thouKind confused images and rellcctiona 
crowded llirour^li my mind, and tlic CTcnts of tlie past 
year were recalled in rapid succession. The contrast 
between the circumstances under which I hod com- 
menced and tomiiiiatcd my labours, stood in strong 
relief before me. The gay and gallant cavalcade that 
accom))aiiicd mc on my way at starting— the small but 
enterprising band that I then commanded, the goodly 
army of lior^s and drays, with all their wcU-oniered 
appointments and equipment^ were conjured up in all 
their circumstances of pride and pleasure ; and I could 
not restrain a tear, as I called to mind the cmbarraa»- 
ing difficulties and end disasters that luid broken up my 
party, and left myself and my native companion the 
two sole wanderers remaining at the close of an under- 
taking entered upon under sucli hopeful auspices." 

Two hours afterwards Mr. Eyre was vluted by Lady 
Spcnc«r, and all the principal residents and viutors, 
who Tied witli each other in their kind attentions and 
congratulations, and in crciy ofier of assistance or 
accommodation that it was in their power to render. . 
He learnt £rom them also, that he had long been giren 
up for lost both in Southern and Western Australia. 

On the 13tb of July he embarked for Adelaide, and 




oa tlio aftcninon of the 2Glli arrivod, after • 

•f MM jear aad tra^4ix dijii 

WyBe RMMHd at Siag George's Bomd with Ui 
fimSljtmi Kbtfrci^ ndasA nwwd far thsfiddUr 
■■dgaodfioadaetlwbidd]qil>y«dwUlitMeai!^u]rtiif - 
IfcKyne im &» inm, he wm ordored to leomve fraa 
CiniiMiiiil ftr the It ef Ml life a wedJy aSkmmuM 



!■ tAng a emeqr flew of Uue great joaniqr, .- 
ttabeaeieU naalta Morperfaqa ^ipear TC17 anaU. ■ 
Jllr. Eyre had no impotlniit riven to enumerate, 
DO fertile regions to point out for tiie future spread 
c( colonization and civiliza^on, or no noble ran^ 
to deacribc from which were washed the dSru that 
might form a rich and fertile district ticneath tliem ; 
on the contrary, all was arid and barren in the ex- 
treme. Such, indeed, was tlie sterile and desoUte 
character of tiic wilderness lie traTcrscd, and eu great 
were the difficulties thereby entailed u|X)D him, that 
throughout by br the greater portion of it ho was 

* Hr. T.jm wriln : — " It wni an intcKlting nml lanrlijng dgbt to 
witDCM tLo mrrUng brtwocn Wjlic and lit* frivrklt. ASxUoo'i 
•troDgot tiea cml<l not hunt pmluiml > mora affecting niul melting 
tt/eoB — llie nunllcM wwplDg pleorara, loo deep for Dtlcnmm, with 
wUch 1m vm cmbnord bj hii relnliTcs ; the conlinl and bttrt]' m- 
Mptioa giTcn him bjr lui fricudi, and tliB jajroni gtocting bcaloved 
Wfcm turn b; all, might well liare put to Uio bliub tlioM hoartleaa 
^Bmniatan vIm bntiiliDg tlte mtnffi » tlie crentare onlj of nn* 
bridlad p»»ioni. deny lo him any of thao better feelingi and afleo- 
tian* vbicli an implanted In Uw bcoait of all maliklad, and wUeh 
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never able to delay a moment in his route, or to denate 
in any way from the line he wai pursuing, to recon- 
noitre or examine But in a geographical point of 
ricw the result of his labours was neitlier uninteresting, 
or incommcneunitc with the nature of the expeditioo 
placed under his command, and the character of the 
country be had to explore. Mr, Eyre, by hia indoim- 
table fortitude and perseverance, passed throng regiooa 
never before or nnce traversed by civilixed man ; and, 
at the risk of his own life, opened the eyes of his feOow- 
Goloniats to the hopelessneaa <tf ever being aUe to 
establish an overland o 
and Western Australia. 



CHAPTER T. 

Jm Oe jwlSifillr.Ejm icbmcd to Ei^jhod od 
liMiii, after n ■hmea of twelvs jrean fron Ut aitifi 
enntij. T« brgnle ^ tediouiDCH of • loi^ njags^ 
■• yv^Rndf nwR ni jonBAHt tvo HTgB ToliBBai ipniig ' 
as Meant of «■» of U> eiptontiont in Aaltnlii. 
Tkem tbI— m w ra pahKAwt ilnoit JimB e Jahil y afttr •' 
bis nrrival in England." 

On the Tojrago liome the tcbscI touched at the Cape 
of Good Hope, and, although they remained there only 
two days, he detcnnmed to see aa much of tlie country 
u po«ib1e. Having hinded in the afternoon and liad 
dioDcr on ahorc, he persuaded one or two other fcllow- 
pancngers to attempt with btm the ascent of the Table 
Mountain by night They occomplishcd the under- 
taking successfully, arriving at the summit before day- 
break, and being veil rewarded by a mt«t magnificent 
view at the day dawned. I'hey saw sun, moon, and 
ttars all at the same tima The rest of his time waa 
■pent in teeing Constintia and other point* o( iuterett 
withia reach of Table Bay. 

ITr. Eyre brought homo with him two young aborigi* 
oal Attstnlian boys, and kept them in England at hit 
BrR-LHyn. Lakka. 
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own lapcnBC Tlicy went with him to Bucltingfaua 
Palace, and were introduced to the Queen and the Ute 
Prince Cuiieort, who eccmed much interested in them. 
One of tlie boys proving of a Tieioiu temper, Mr, Eyre 
sent liim back, tlie other the home GoTenuncnt took 
charge of atid put to school, under tlio caro of the 
Quaker philaiitliropiat. Dr. Ilodgkin. ' Eventually be 
caught cold and died from a pulmonary attack when 
about seventeen years of age. lie was well-conducted 
and iutcUigont, and though not clever, read and wrote 
very well, and was teaming tbo business of a saddler 
very creditably when lie died.* 

• BIr Jiimci Clnrk, In n lotlcr Id Sir Itnilerick Unreliboa ex* 
prrtniDg liii Ti-grut tliat ilUintlUk prevcDtcd tiii aUoixlin); a nccting 
of the CuniiDittca iiT Hid " Kyru Defuooo Fubd ' at WilUi ■ Boook^ 
tb(u »i<c«lu of Ur. Kyro onJ UiCM t*ro kboiigiiiBl AutnliiB 

" Ily lirat neqnnlntunco with Ur. Ef ro wm liii bringing to nw 
two littlo Dutivu AiMtmliiin bnyi. wlwnu ho had bnmglit with hint 
to t]ii« cuuntry witli Um ubjvvt of giTing Uicm Mtno ojucatioa, uHt 
Uioi) n'tiuniiig Ilu.'ni to tbcir o«n rouulrf. Tliij tbonglitful atten- 
tion anil kiiiiliicHlolLoo little btuokri'lluwaitroduocU od Bwa v«>]r 
fitToarubla iniprcuioii of Mr, Kyru'i bcncrolciit (liaiioutino, and all 
onr iiitvnourw*ineo that timo—umotwcntjfcun ago — baibecolo 
•ati<ry tnu that tlio imprcasiun then ninilo irM a comet oim— that 
Ur. Eyro won a kliMl-licartHl man, irlio hod the EOod of his lellov- 
oraaturci at lioart. I can now mid that nothing wbiob baa tianapind 
of Mi. Eyrc'i conduct during tho lupprL-Mion of tlu) unfurtBBal* 
Jamaica inramiotion liai diminialiod tbo blgh opinion I hail Ibnaod 
of hi* cIioractoT. Ur. Ejro'i poaition waa noo of tbo meat r"^linia 
and roaponMlilo in Kbich a man eoald be placed ; the praasTTatim 
of an Important oalonj and the llTOi of manj tlioiuaiida of Id* coai^ 
tryOMQ and tboic liiinilic* bung upon bU omidncL Ha piOMrvad 
tnllt bj bit jodgmoot bikI 'li*iff'~i HmI ho bUod bj laok of tlOtm, 
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W'hcn Kfr. Ejtc reached Eoj^land he wag ia dtfc rt B /; 
hcallh, the cotisc<]ucnce of much ovcr-cxcrtifltlt firfigM^^.. 
And priv.ilions of all sorts. lie remained two JMft 
amnaii: his relations in this country, when, hmng r^ 
cruited his strength, lie agnin left it ; under more tmut' 
•ble circumstancea, however, than on a prcrioui oeciri^ 
non. 

VjoXy in the autumn of 1846, Mr. Eyre reerarcd s ~ 
Hattcrin;r loitt-r from Karl Grey, then Secretory of SMS - 
tar1imC6ktSt»,vtenagiimiho «pp(Mntiiict)t of Lien*," 
tenantGorenior of New Zealand, and in December of ' 
tbe nme year the appointment was gazetted. 

On hb arriTal in tlie colony he was etationcd at Wel- 
lington, and adminiBtercd the government of Xew 
Munster, the Bouthernmost of the provinces into which 
New Zealand was at that time divided — Sr Geoi^ge 
Grey, the GoTemor, residing at Auckland and admi- 
oiitering the government of New Ulster, the nortbem- 
nKHt at these provinces. 

The now flourishing eettlements of Canterbury and 
Otago were established in liia division of New Zealand 
wlulst he was LdeutenaDt-Goremof. The first Whan- 
ganim war had not terminated when he arrived in the 

IboMwho M» now aBcaring Un «f cnelty, and areii mnrdcr, would 
h«TC been •qnall; iwdj to MiputlM him h unfit fur hi* pultion. 
I OBB onljr add that my own ooaTidiaD, AMadod on mj knowledga 
tt Ur. B^ri^* ehuBctcr, la tl>al Id hit wliole eoadoot dnring th* 
JiMkB tnamcUon he WM gnidad by tlM fvntt noUvM^ Ua nl» 
il^ Mm la Mi« lbs aolenj.- 
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oolony, and it was brought to a dote and peace »• 
establislicd with the iMtWvs under his auspice*. 

In New Zealand Mr. Eyre married Min Omumd, 
daughter of Captain Orroond, R.N. It was an attach* 
ment he hnd farmed in England ; and as his duties aa 
IJeutenant-GoTcmor precluded him from going home 
for the hidy, she went out to the colony to mairj 

When he had been in the country some few yean, 
and on the tennination of his appointment as Licute- 
nant^ovcrnur, a cliangc was made in the constitutitm, 
under wliicli scvcrnl provinces were creotod instead of 
the two furmcrly esii-ting ; and in place of a Lieutenant- 
Governor fur each appointed by the Queen, the chief 
authority in each province was styled " SupeHntendent,** 
and was elected to the office by the coloniets tbem- 
■elves. Prior to his quitting New Zealand, the leadings 
and iuRuential colonists at Wellington invited Mr. Eyre 
to become their fiist Superintendent; but he declined, 
on the grounds that ho was unwilling to retire from 
the more direct service of the Crown. It, at all events, 
showed that he had gained thegood-will and cbn6deDee 
of those over whom he had been ruling for six yean. 

Some notion may be formed of the diiBculties Mr. 

Eyre bad U) meet when he Erst went to Kcw Zealand 

from the fact that New Munstcr was a ncwly-croated 

> cokmy, and that he had to organite and Imng into 

working orderall the departmental and other arratu;*- 
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mcniB rccgiiircd in a government then establiBhed 
tbe first time.* 

Mr. Evrc wns in New Zenland at the time the fint 
icTcre eartliqujil(03 uccurnid — » hen every brick building 
and all the chimnija of the wixxlcn ones were shat- 
tered to pieces. Lives vcru lost and a {jreut deal of 
damage done. Mr. V.yrc, without a momeiit'a hesita- 
tion, tiinicd Government Iloufo (which wiis a wootlca 
building) into a barrack, and took in furty iinnntcs, in- 
cluding some patients frum tlic public liospitul, which 

a destroyed. Crowds of coloTilsts went on bojird the 
oDly merchant vessel in port, and wished at once to 
leave the colony ; but Mr. Eyre, seeing the ncccsaty 
for prompt and stern measures, immediately laid an 
embargo on lier, and ordci-cd a man-of-war to watch 
her, and prevent licr leaving port. But for this wlae 
though perhaps severe precaution the entire settlement 
would hare been broken up, so great was ibe alarm and 
oonstemation ; nor is it to be wondered at, for tbe 
shocks wore terrific, sometimes occurring in the dead 
of the night, loroctimes in the middle of the day, and 
in all wcathc^^ calm as well as stormy. They continued 
for upwards of a fortnight. 

* After Ur. E;ki Ind lielil tlte ippobitiMiil of Lloiit-OaTCTnar 
of New ZivUnd Ibr thnw jtan. Earl Ore;, vrilitis to 8ir Ocorg* 
(inj, Uo*rnar-iD-CI)ief (wdi lUiia Dooli pmoiitnl to lUia^iat 
o« l4Ui AmpM, I8M. page ISl). ayi:— - 1 Imve Uw ma» fcraw 
•Us opiniiHi of Uh ikI mm) iatellig«oct dI Ur. Efnfi HistntHrr- 
tii^ wUA 1 SM Unr to M Ikt jM MtHtda." 
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Whilst in New 2^Iand he ascended, 
only by a few Maoris, the highest peak o{ the Kaikoras 
in the middle island, called ** Tappuanuco/' It is sup- 
posed to be the most elevated point of that mountainous 
countr}', and is always covered with snow. He found 
the ascent exceedingly difficult and dangerous, but 
succeeded in reaching the summit on the second day, 
just as night was closing in. The wind was blowing a 
fierce gale, the snow was drifting, and there was every 
ap|)earance of a storm. They had tliercfore barely 
time to take a hurried glance at tlic landicape around 
and make the best of their way downwards to seek for 
some sheltered place to pass the night They had not 
proceeded far in a zigzag descent across a steep in- 
clined plane of frozen snow before ono of tlie Maoris 
8lipi>cd, and was hurried along downwards with fearful 
rapidity for upwards of fifteen hundred feet, striking 
against and bounding over ledges of rock which inter- 
sected and projected across the frozen snow at intervals 
of two or three hundred feet Mr. Eyre himself had a 
terribly narrow escape at one moment His fool 
slipped, and but for his presence of mind in striking 
an iron-shod pole he had with him into the snow, and 
lowering his hands, without a moment*8 hesitation, to 
the base, he would have been dashed to {Meces likewise. 
As it was he managed to ding on for a few momently 
and eventually regained his feet It was impossible to 
proceed further as the night bad closed in, and tbey 
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were, therefore, obliged to Uy down wben thtj wan 
upon a little Icilgc of rock wliicli just kept Uwm ftoB 
foUowing their unfortunate coinpaDioti. It vm lo 
narrow tlint w itb outstretched arniH Ifr. Eyn could 
touch tlic brink. Here they pa»cd the ni^ ia a 
■tstc of bodily and mental torture tlint 00 worcb fltt 
nd<H]untoly ilcscribc. At earliest dnwn tb^ Bpta 
commenced tlieir descent cautiously, and at Utt readied 
a point from irhich they could sec tho body of tbdr 
unfortunate fellow- traveller, though tbejr cooM not 
ponibly reach it The body had been pmjccted under 
a huge ledge of frozen snow overhanging a small 
■trcam at tho bottom of a fearful ravine. The poor 
fellow was evidently <)uite dead ; indeed, he must have 
been atuniwd and killed, long ere bo reached hit last 
resting-place, by the continual striking against the 
' ledges of rodt on bisdcsccnt, from each of which atrack 
of blood stained the firozen snow marking his courae. 
Finding tbey could not even have the melancholy bb^ 
(action of recovering the body of their unfortunate 
fellow-traveller, they made the beat of tlieir way down 
the mountain ; and aa the Uaoris were utterly dis- 
heartened, Mr. Eyre was reluctantly comjielled to give 
up a projected trip acrosa country to the Canterbury 
settlement 

Mr. Eyre remained in New Zealand the full period 
of BX years for which a Governor is appointed, 'and 
then returned to EngUod with his iamily, viitting 
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'>\ bydney and Melbourne on his way. He arriTed in this 
jt country in Soptcmbcr, 1853, and after spending a year 

. ? at borne, was appointed by Sir George Grey, then 

Secretary of SUite for the Colonics, Lieutenant- 
Governor of St Vincent, in the West Indies. This 
government he also held for the full period of six years, 
up to the end of March, 1861. Whilst still holding it 
he was specially api)ointcd in 1859, by Sir £. Bulwer 
Lytton, then Secretary of State for the Colonies, to 
i administer the govcrnment-in-chief of the Leeward 

} Isles durinji: the ab^nce on leave of the Governor. 

J This was a great and unusual compliment, it not being 

j at all customary to call a Lieut.-Governor from one 

I group of colonics to administer temporarily the general 

"I government of another and distinct group with which 

i his own was in no way associated. 

1 At St \rinccnt Mr. Eyre laboured earnestly to effect 

a radical change in the constitution of the island, 
which, like the other West Indian ones, was utterly 
i unsuitcd to the circumstances and requirements of the 

I colony; and though unable to eflfect the change be 

ir desired and thought necessary, he succeeded in modify* 

^ ing it to an extent which made it somewhat simiUir to 

I that effected by Sir H. Berkly in Jamaica. 

f. Whilst Lieut-Governor of St Vincent he was, on one 

^ occasion, sitting at a Privy Couudl in the town of King^ 

V Bton, when a gun was heard, and upon looking out of the 

window towards the Fort, some three miles ofi^, they 
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noticed the Uoion Jack hair-mast high, and toon after 
saw dense nutescs of Emoko curling up from the build- 
ings. ] lustily adjourning the council, Mr, Eyre 
ordered out the firc-cnpines; directed the police to 
attend, and a Inrgc supply of blankcta to be Ei;nt up. 
Mounting his horse, be galloped towards the spot. 
When about half-wny up, he met a gentlenmn on 
horaeback coming down from the Fort na rapidly ua be 
could, llavingstoppcd him to mnko inquiries, the man 
immcd-atcly rxclnimed, " For God's sake, Mr. Kyre, 
return, or you will be iiillcd ! The majpizinc is on iirc, 
and tbe whole place will immediately blow up." 
Mr. Eyre replied with quiet firmitcsa^ that "though 
perfectly comdoos of the danger, yet, as Governor, it 
woa hia duty to go and judge for himaelf." Leaving 
tbe gGnllcman to return to Kingstgn, he again atruck 
^rs into bis horse, and galloping onwards soon 
readied the scene of conflagration. He found that 
tbe mogotinc was not actually on fire, but that several 
wooden buildings adjacent (o it were, and as there was 
a tunnel under the niagBzine, the smoke, drawru in by 
tbe ingraft at ouo end, vent out at tbe other, and gave 
rise to the impression that the magazine itself was on 
fire. Tbe matter, bowerer, was tjiiite serious eoougb, 
for tbe roof, wall^ door, and windows of the magazine 
(tbe latter made of wood completely rotten] were so 
bot that it was imposiible to bear tbe band upon tbem i 
and when blanketa were aubieqaa&tly applied, and kept 
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I eonatantiy wetted by the engines, thejr were u mpidlj' 

} dried, the wnter hissing olT from the huted surfiacci. 
; Having hutily dcspatctied on big own borrc the only 

i person be couU fiiul to hurry down the hill, and telt the 
I people who were coming up (who otherwise would ban 

l' turned back nt the intelligence rumisbed by the geatle- 

i man who bad first mut Mr. Eyre) that he was at the 
I scene, and tliat tbcy were to make all possible speed to 

!! jcnn him, ho rcsulved in bis mind the best plan of pra- 
■' cceding, and when the police, engines, and populace 
r arrived, he so directed them that eventually the maga- 

; zinc was saved, and the greater portion of tbo barradu 

1 and other buildings. The magazine at the time wu 
'^ full of powder, and had it ignited, not only would the 

Fort have been entirely destroyed, but the town of 
i Kingston itself would have been serioudy injured. 

It is worthy of remark that nut a single member of 

] the council which bad been sitting with Mr. Eyre when 

.' the fire was Rnt discovered attended or followed him 

' to the Fort, with tJie exception of the senior member, 

I a very old gentleman, who arrived some time after the 

populace hod reached the spot The latter, more 

I especially the women, worked remarkably welL Had 

Mr. Eyre listened to the advice of tbo gentleman be 

met on the road ; had lie thought of the value of bu 

own life, in preference to the stem dicutes of du^; 

* had he, in simple words, turned hack, nothing would 

have induced any one elw to have gone upi and tlw 
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catastrophe anticipated most certainly would hare c 

Tlie following dwpalrh from Govcrncr-in-Cliief Sir 
W, Culcl)ruoko to Lieut-Governor Kyre, will eIiow the 
cstimatioti in which Mr. Eyre was UvUl by his imme- 
diate Buperiors:— 

■' Wiu Jwnnl I>ln^l1^ BubadoM, 
Oct ISIb, ISOA. 

"Slit, 

"Ifannj been informed I>y the Secretary of 
State thnt I am in a ehort time to be relieved in this 
command, I take the earliest occiision uf expressing to 
you my ainccre acknowled^enta for the zealous and 
able manner in which you luve conducted the ad- 
ministnition of the Government of St Vincent From 
the period of your first arrival you hn*e devoted your* 
•elf witli untiring energy to the object uf retrieving the 
a&in of the island, and in a spirit to gnin fur you the 
confidence of the colonists as well as that of the 
government 

** I appredate very highly the advantage to the public 
•enrice from the unreserted intercourse which has sub* 
listed between us; and I can auure you that it will 
aSbrd me the utmost satisfaction at all times to give my 
tastimony in fisTour of your public claims. 
•• I have, &e,, 
(Signed) « W. Coledboou." 

WhflB Mr. EjTB wu about leaving St Vlncen^ 
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wbere he had secured the good wishes of all, he was pn- 
■ented with the following adclre» from the Freaideiit 
mod Members of the Legislative Council : — 

" The PrtBtdent and Meitibert of Uu £imowraUt 

Board of Leffidaiive Council, 
" To Ilit ExceUene^ Edward Joha Sifre, E$piin, 
Lieul.-Oovemor, 
" Wr, the President and Members of the Board of 
Legislative Council, have the honour to ocknowtcdge 
the receipt of your Excellency's message, No. lit, an- 
nouncing tiiat the Right Hon. the Secretary of State 
had been pleased to instruct your Excellency to pro- 
ceed to Anligun, to assume temporarily the administra- 
tlon of the government of the Leeward Islands. 

" As your Excellency, in making this eummunication, 
refers to the possibility of your return to this colony, 
we ore unwilling to take final leave of your Exccllenqr j 
but, whilst congratulating you on this proof of confi- 
dence on the part of her Majesty's Government, we 
would respectfully convey to your Excellency the regrcta 
of the Board at your tenipoTary absence, assuring your 
Excellency that you carry witli you the best wishes of 
its members for your Excellency's health, happiness, and 
■ueccsB in the administration of the government which 
you are called on thus suddenly to assume. 

** It must be as gratifying to your Excellent a* it it 
satisioctory to the colony to be euabh^ to feel that, io 
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leatin^ St Vincent, your Excellency is cnnblcd, with 
the greatest truthrulncss, to say that the culony u \n a 
greatly improvi'il condition to that in wliich your £x- 
odlency found it on your arrival. 

"Tlic mcmbcrd of this board aro pleased at the 
reflection tliiit in all their intorcourec witli your Kxccl- 
Icocy, and their endeavours to promote tlio welfare of 
St. Vincent and ira inhalutants, they have ever met 
with tlic mo^t willing, active, and courteous co-opcra- 
tioa of your Exo-llency. 

(Signed) "H. E. SiMKPE, 

*'Pretideitt of CVuncil." 

As Lieut-Governor of Antigua, Mr. Eyre wai 
equally respected and beloved. It would be inipos- 
nble, wiUiin the narrow limits of a single volume, to 
enter into detalU of all that he did fur tlie colony ; but 
tbe following extract from the ' Antigua Hmes,' on 
the occasion of hU last opening of tlie legislature, will 
give a very fair notion of the light in which bis services 
were held by those best able to judge. 

** Governor Eyre's address, which will be found b 
oar columns, delivered at the opening of the fint 
session of our new legislature, is a document which, we 
feel aMured, will be ivad with considerable grati6eation 
hj all clancL Apart from its intrinsic merits as a 
produetioo, the circunutAnces under which it was da- 
Uv«ed,jnstoii the eve of tbe termination of his official 
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reUliorahip with lu — imparting to it more the dw- 
racter or a voleiiicUon than otherwise — the eondnued 
unabated zeal and eolicitudo for tho future well-being 
of the colony, and tlie comprehenuve and enlightened 
TiewB given utterance to as to our most prosing vantl 
and the measures bust calculatwl, for the future, to 
conduce to our prosperity, all conspire to ioTest it with 
a peculiar and touching interest at the present junc- 
ture ; and wliilc they afford evidence of what might 
have been ex|X!ctcd under a niler already eignalixcd' 
by successes during his short sojourn amongst us, ind^ 
eating tlic pussoauon of considerable adiuiuistratira 
abilities, intelligent discernment, prudence and judg* 
mcnt, the regret is rendered tho more poignant that 
a connection which gave promise of so many adrao- 
tages, at a {icriod in tlie history of the colony wheo 
most required, sliould be thus abruptly severed. As- 
suming the government of ttie colony at a time oi 
unexampled difficulties — depressed in its 6nances — but 
recently recovered from the whirlwind of internal di^ 
traction, it required no ordinary tact and discretion, no 
unskilful hand to guide the bark of state through tba 
shoals and quicksands which beset her. Mr. Eyre may 
then, with pardonable complacency, look back upon the 
proud memorials which his short, but active and eaer> 
getio career in this island will have left behind him, 
and which, while entitling him to the just commendap 
tioQ bestowed upon him by the two braticbes of the 
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CHAPTER VL 

Before entering into the troubles that Burnninded 
Mr. Eyre from tlie veiy moinent he set foot upon the 
uland, it may be as well to put on record the fact that 
the Govcrnorsliip of the island of Jamwca, since the 
Emancipation Act, has been one of the most, if not tAc 
most difficult and trying oppointments under the 
cromi ; and the fact of Mr. Eyre having been chosen 
as tlio locum tenent of Governor Darling, coDclusivelj 
shovs the light in which bis furmcr services were hdd 
at the Colonial Office. Not one Governor has era- 
yet given satisfaction to tlie violent and turbulent 
people placed under his diargc, with the solitary eieep> 
tion of Lord Metcalfe (then i»r Charles Metcalfe), who 
arrived in the colony with an authority in his pocket, if 
he found it necessary to use it, to ignore altogether 
the House of Assembly, and cany on the Government 
and requisite legislation with the Legislative Council 
only. This power, known to exist, though not exer- 
cised, at once brought the House of Assembly to 
reason. 

Sir Charles Metcalfe was also an exceedingly rich 
man, without any fiunily, and be could afford not only 
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to spend hit full official income, but a great ileal more 
besides in Iii»|>italilic6, eubscriptions, and charities — 
alwaya a H>urce of popularity in any coramunliy. 
Jlorcotrer, Sir (linrlc* Metcalfe's tenure of office in 
Jamaica only exicndcd over three years inGtoiid of six, 
the usual periud of service ; and it rarely liappens 
that a Governor comes much into ctilllsion with his 
■ubjcctJi during the earlier part of his administration. 

It is very necessary that these fncts sliould be 
known ; it is still more necessary to refer to the extra- 
ordinary misture of races in tiic island, and to point 
oat tbe dangerous materials of which its society was, bai 
been, sod eier will be composed. History has placed 
on record tbe atrocities committed on white men, 
women, and children in a neighbouring island ; h'Morj 
haM also shown that insurrections must be looked for 
■od guarded against, for that they have been provoked 
io Jamaica four times within a century. Indeed, this ' 
statement is not sufficiently accurate. Wlule then 
have been four serious insurrections within one hundred 
yean, there bare been no less than ten minor ones. Of 
tbe four serious ones, tlie first occurred in 1760, another 
in 1785, the third in 1832, and the last in October, 
1S65. SmoUett thua deacribei tbe inaorrection of 
nSO, which bean a singular icKmblaoce in its com- 
uenoemeDt to the insurreetioa of 1865, if the nassaaw 
at Horant Bay be aubatitated for the butcher; on 
Chptaia FsRat'a astate i— 
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** Assemblies were held, and plans resolved for ibis 
purpose. At length they (the negroes) ccmeerted a 
scheme for rising in arms all at once in different parts 
of the island, in order to massacre all the white men, 
and take possession of the Government. They agreed 
that this design should be put into execution imme* 
diately after Uie departure of the fleet for Europe, 
but their plan was defeated by their ignorance and 
impatience. Those of the conspirators that belonged 
to Captain Forest's estatCt being impelled by the 
fumes of intoxiciition, fell suddenly upon the overseer 
while he sat at supper with some friends, and butchered 
the whole company. Being immediately joined by 
some of their confederates, they attacked the neigb- 
bouring plantations, where they repeated the same 
barbarities, and seizing all the anns and ammunition 
that fell in their way, began to grow formidable to the 
colony. The Governor no sooner received intimation 
of this disturbiince, than he, by proclamation, subjected 
tlie colonists to martial law. All other business was 
interrupted, and every man took to his arms. The 
regular troops, joined by the troop of militia, and 
a considerable number of volunteers, maixhed from 
Spanish Town to St. Mary's, where the insurrection 
began, and skirmished with the insurgents; but, as 
they declined standing any regular engagement, and 
trusted chiefly to bush fighting, the Governor employed 
against them the free blacks, commonly known by tbo 
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name of the wild negroes, now peaceably settled under 
the protection of the GoTemment These auxiliaries, 
in consideration of a price set upon the heads of the 
rebels^ attacked them in their own way, slew them by 
surprise until their 8tren)a:tb was broken, and numbers 
made away with thcmscWes in despair, so that the 
insurrcctioD was supposed to be quelled about the 
beginning of Slay ; but in June it broke out again with 
redoubled fury, and the rebels were reinforced to 
a Tery considerable number, llio regular troops and 
the militia formed a camp, and sent out detachments 
against the negroes, a great number of whom were 
killed, and some taken ; but the rest, instead of sub* 
mitting, took shelter in the woods and mountains. 
**The expense of putting down this rebellion was 

i(K),ooor 

The revolt of the Maroons in 1795 was not finally 
extinguished until 1796. That of 1S32 (exclusive of 
the Talue of Uie pro|)crty destroyed, viz., 1,154,583/.) 
cost 161,596/., and Parliament was compelled to grant 
a loan of 500,00(7. to assist the almost ruined planters. 
Two hundred rebels were killed in the field, and about 
five hundred were executed. 

Of the insurrection at St. Domingo, Alison, in his 
' History of Europe/ has written : — 

*' This vast conspiracy (that of the ne;::roes in St 
Domingo), productive in the end of calamities in the 
island, unparalleled even in the long catalogue of Euro- 
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peon atrocity, had for its object the total extirpation of 
the whites, and the establishment of an independent 
block govcmmfnt orer tbc whole colony. So inriolable 
was the BL-cresy, so general tlw disBunuUtioD of the 
' slaves, that the awful catastrophe was in no way appre- 
hended by the European proprietors, and a conspira^ 
which embraced nearly the whole negro population of 
tbc island, was revealed only by the obscure hint* of « 
few faithful domestics, who, without betraying their 
comrades, warned their inastcrs of the ajq>roacb of an 
unknown and terrible danger. The explosion was 
sudden and dreadful, beyond anything ever before wen 
among mankind. At once the beautiful plains in the 
nortii of the island were covered with fires, tho labours 
of a century were devoured in a night, while the 
negroes, like unchained tigers, precipitated themselves 
on their masters, seized ttieir arms, massacred them 
without pity, and threw tliem into the flames. , . . 
The cruelties exercised on the unhappy. captiTcs on 
both sides in tliia disastrous contest exceeded anything 
recorded in histoiy. Tlie negroes marched mth ^iked 
inCints on their spears instead of colours, they sawed 
asunder the male prisoners, and violated the females oo 
the dead bodies of their husbands." 

The object in referring to these subjects, painful 
though tliey may be, is to show the state of society in 
the isUnd of Jomaica. ^Vhat the negro was in 1795 
so be is now. Emancipation has only mad* him more I, 
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' lazy, moro cunning, more sensual, more profligate, 
more prone to mischief, and more dnngcroua. The 
mulatto is nut Ic^ perhaps more, to be fcnred even 
tiuin the negro. It is the muhitio who, after laying the 
train carefully for ignition, fires it, and takes care to 
have a place of safety fur himself. The negro left 
alone, with just sufficient to eat and drink without 
liaving to work, like any other animal, is quiet and 
liappy enaugli ; but once rouse liim, once let him taste 
blood, and you nmy ns well tr}' and stem the rise and 
fall of tlic oci-nii, or argue wiili a Soondcrbund tiger 
upon the impropriety of seizing a dak-unllah, as to 
tT7 and bring him to reason without phyucal force. 

Wbeii Mr. Eyre reached Jamaica ho had a difficult 
task. lie found the island in a state of retrogression. 
Qiba had usurped its trade, several of the richest 
estates in the island were uncultivated, and many dema- 
gogues were using inflammatory and seditious language, 
and inciting tlie negroes to rebellion, bloodshed, and 
crime. When the markets rose, dcugning persons 
persuaded the ignorant [tcople tliat they were unjustly 
taxed Olid oppressed ; while tlic real causes of the 
odTanced prices were : Ist, the war with America, from 
wlucb country the ncccssorica of life were chiefly drawn ; 
and, 2ndly, tbescardty of cotton. 

It was not, OS the negroes were taught to beliere, 
that on extra tax was put on cotton, but that cotton 
goods in Jamwca, as in England, France, and oil over 
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the world, doubled and trebled in value, owing to the 

American war, and other manufactures of course rose in 

proportion, while wages necessarily decreased, not so 

much because of the importation of coolies as because 

the Jamaica planters depending on free labour could 

not compete with the Cubiin planters. ** How could 

they ?•' asks Sir. Ashley, formerly of Ashley Hall, in 

Jamaica. ^* Tlie Cubans uauld have no slaves bui 

I younff men, and Oiey worked tliem from eighteen to 

Z ttcenfij hours a day. Slavery was put an end to in 

V Jamaica to give rise to a slavery a thousand times 

more cruel. Of course, the Jamaica planters could 

not compete with Cuba, and the richest estates fell out 

of cultivation. I once stated at a public meeting, that 

if a slaver could run one cargo of slaves out of three 

safely against the English blockade, it paid her. A 

man present rose and said I was mistaken. * If a slaver 

could run one cargo of slaves out of six it paid weU^ and 

<^ I know it,' he added, *for aUOie slaves poMed Ohrough 

\ my hands.* " 

^ Tlie causes, therefore, which brought about the in- 
I surrection of 1865 were at work long before Governor 
^^ Eyre reached the island ; they were, that Cuban pro- 
is duce was cheaper than Jamaica produce ; they were, 
I the extreme indolence of the negro, which led him to 
do without, first one comfort, then another, until he 
almost lapsed into barbarism rather than work ; they 
were, the mischievous and seditious harangues of low; 
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despicable, mercenaiy agitators and unprincrpled incii| 
wlio sav in a rebellion aggrandizement for ihem- 
scWfs ; tbcy were, the cdioce, eo to epcak, of the 
Amcrirnn war, and the conf«i(uent emancipation of the 
negroes; llicy were, the eloso proximity of Ilnjti, 
where the black race had conquered the white hy 
murder. The negroes of Jamaica wanted to rue 
simultuncoufily as the negroes of St. Domingo nw, 
nuwncrc the whites, and make the ielond anotlier negro 
kingdom. 

All these elements of discord had been fcething and 
fenncnting in the mind of the coloured population of 
Jamaica long before Governor Eyre went there. His 
experienced eye at once detected the plague spot, and 
it was H>lely owing to his energy, courage, and dcter> 
minatJon that, in an island where there are twenty-sevcn 
black men to one white, there was not a second edition 
of a]l the horrors utd atrocities of the Indian mutiny. 

But the object of the present volume is to lean rather 
to a simple narratian of facta than to offer any elaborate 
exprcsaion of opinion as to the steps tjJten by Mr. Eyre 
to suppress the rebellion. 

When Mr. Eyre first went to Jamaica, he went, as 
before laid, n the loaim tenens of Governor Darling. 
He had not been tbeie rery long before ho became un- 
pc^Kilar. with the House of Anembly. Having thoaght 
it beneficUl for the interests of the service, be 
toaissed aa official for misconduct. Mr. Eyte wu 
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requested )>y the House of Assembly to give up the 
correspondence that had passed between the dismissed 
offidal and himself; this he declined to do. The legis- 
lature then demanded copies of all the correspondence 
from the man himself, who also refused to surrender 
them, clearly showing that Mr. Eyre was justified in 
adopting the course he had. Whatever the faults of 
the man may have been, Mr. Eyre evidently considered 
tliat he had been suflSciently punished ; and the delin- 
quent preferred accepting the decision of the Governor 
to subjecting himself to other and probably harsher 
judges. Enraged at the refusal to surrender the docu- 
ments, the two Houses of Assembly sent the man to 
prison, and addressed a complaint to the Home Govern- 
ment, ])etitioning for the removal of j\[r. Eyre. No doubt 
the merits of the case were carefully weighed and both 
sides fairly heard. With that, however, we have 
nothing to do. The answer the Colonial Secretary and 
the Government gave was to appoint Mr. Eyre at once 
Captain-General and Governor, General-in-Chief and 
Vice- Admiral of the Island of Jamaica! 

This proceeding on the part of the Home Govern- 
ment gave bitter offence to a few members of the 
legislative body, and henceforth Mr. Eyre was to en- 
counter nothing but the most violent opposition and 
the most unscrupulous abuse. The most malignant mis- 
statements and the grossest calumnies were published 
agiunst the Governor ; but, instead of serving the cause 
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of his ailvenarics, tliey will conclusively prove to anjr 
intelli^nt reader that Mr. Eyre, because he was a 
higli-mindcd, brave, and honourable man, above stooping 
to the dictates of a set of noUy demagogues, hunting 
after place and power, luid to battle against encniie?, and 
to overcome obstacles tliat would have appalled a less 
dclcrmined maD. 

It must not be understood, however, that GoTcmor 
E}Tc was without supporters amongst the influential and 
respectable colonists. Ity the clergy, the prorcssionol 
men, the amiy and navy, tiio planters, tlic ^Inroone, and 
CTcn unongBt the negroet, he was respected and be- 
loved. Ab a proof of the violence and disgraceful pro- 
ceedings adopted by a few of his enemies, it may here 
be mentioned that, finding they could nut carry their 
own views with the Homo Government, contrary to all 
etiquette and even tolhc simplest courtesy, they forthwith 
dedined transacting any buaincsB with the Governor, ' 
and communicated direct with the Colonial Secretary, 
and even witli her Majesty. The reply sent to ihem 
was forwarded through Mr. Eyre. It was very short, 
but to the point, simply stating that the Queen could 
give no directions respecting documents not trans- 
mitted through the officer administering the govern- 
tnent of the colony. 

Nine resolutions were thereupon published in the 
Uand, in which the Colonial Office 'and the Secretary 
of State tat the CokHiies were violently assailed in 
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compony with the Governor. These resoktioiu «a« 
ordered to be sent home, and published iii the 'Tlma^' 
the ' Daily Telegraph,' and -the * Morning St«r * new** 
papers. Mr. Eyre's conduct throughout these di^tet 
vas critically inquired into at the Colonial OffioBi with 
the following results : — 

- Downing Sboot, April 1, 1BH. 
-Sm, 

" I hare to acknowledge the receipt of your 
despatches of the numbers and dates mentioned in the 
margin. 

" I have received with satisfaction several addresses * 
and communicjitions enclosed in your dcspatclics, which 
addresses and communications express strong disap- 
proval of tlic course of proceeding by which a minority 
of the Assembly has succeeded in obstructing legislative 
business. 

" I entirely approve of the manner in which you have 
met this course of proceeding on the part of the portion 
of ttie Assembly by which it was adopted, and I have 
to express my sense of the firmness and moderation 
which you have evinced throughout the controversies in 
which, by no fault of your own, you have unfortunately 
been involved. 

"llie conduct which you have pursued whilst admt- 

* Tlion xklraans were from all put* of Um Ukoi, tad &dm 
eoloaiiti in amy apliere of lif«, MpcMMva of tlM gNfttMt « 
In umI affeetiMi tot Ur. Sjn. 
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nisto'ing the goTeniiDcnt of Jamaica, under a tempo- 
rary commueion as Lieutenant-Governor, will be duly 
fubmitted to tbe Queen ; and I hope to have it in my 
power to g^ve you an effective support in tlie further 
proaccution of your cndvavoura to administer tlic affair* 
of the island with advantage to tlie public welfare. 
" I have, &c. 
(Sijjned) ** NmvcAflTLE. 



The jwculiar position occupied by Mr. Eyre on reach- 
in^ Jamaica must not be lost ught of. His tenure of 
office wu very uncertain, — bo uncertain, that he felt 
tmwillinj^to take any steps which, however right, might, 
If a change in the administnttion of Government took 
place, suddenly create difGcultiea and embamusmenta 
for any new Govemor, who could not bare that know- 
ledge of the country and tbe people necessary to enable 
him to understand and graj^e with them. 

There ia acarccly any position so difficult and delicate 
ai that of the temporary administration of a govern- 
ment like Jamaica, where promptocss, vigour, and in- 
dependence of action ore oaential to inspiring con6dence 
and commanding respecL Unfortunately, during the 
first portioo of Goremor Eyre's admtnistra^on, be held 
■a anomalous and doubtful poution. His first nomine 
tioa was only for twelve montba ; a considerable amount 
of fceling oistfld in reference to the gentleman whose 
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place he had taken; and as it was expected that 
Governor Darling would return, Mr. Eyre was bound 
carefully to consider how any act of bis might afiect 
his predecessor's position upon his resuming the ad- 
ministration. After it was decided Sir Charles 
Darling was not to resume his appointment, Mr. 
Eyre was never informed that ho was to remain for 
any definite period, so that he actually continued on in 
his government from month to mouth, never knowing 
that any packet which arrived might not bring him ao 
order to retire. 

This extreme uncertainty had a prejudicial effect on 
his position. It enabled those who were hosUle to him 
to keep the public mind in a constant state of excite- 
ment by circulating fresh reports of his recall, or of 
the appointment of a new Governor on the arrival of 
almost every packet It prevented the colonists from 
having confidence in the stability of anything he might 
inaugurate, seeing he might not remain to carry it to a 
conclusion. It also deprived him of much of the active 
support which a more settled position would have in- 
sured, and it certainly made him fed unwilling to take 
many steps which, though right in themselves, might 
have led to temporary embarrassments, which some 
other person, newly appointed, might perhaps have been 
called on to meet 

Shortly after Mr. Eyre had been appointed Lieut* 
Governor of Jamaica, Mr. G. W. Gordon was removed 
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cntod, Made dnee eSeged evib die gJMiadwork upon 
vhidi to bnSd sp • ddSbentt^ vnjf"^ ud mort male* 
volent { ■ p wto tioB ■geiMt • worthy elergynuii, the 
netor of die paibh. It beeuM Gorcnor Eyrc'e du^,- 
upon eMertUHiig not onlj tbet diii impatAtion wu un- 
foundcd, but that Mr. Gordon kDcw it to be so at the 
time be mode the charge, to remove from Uic mngUtracy 
<Kie who so diegraccd the Queen's cominiseion, and 
whose retention on the bench after such an occurrence 
would have been an insult to all the other magistntes 
in the colony. 

On the sanx! date that the letter containing the 
"wilful and unpardonable miETcprcaentationa" regard- 
ing the ReT. Mr. Cooke was sent to Mr, Eyre by 
Mr. Gordon, be also forwarded to the Secretary of State 
lor the Colonies a communication making sweeping, 
scandalous, and libellous charges against the clergy of 
the Church of England in Jamaica, as a body, desig- 
nating them as " the most immoral men" in the whole 
island, whose example was ** exceedingly injurious and 
lowering to tbe inbabitaota generally." 

PrioTt however, to Governor Eyre arriving in tbe 
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island, Ur. Gordon had been, by order of Governor Dar- 
ling, superseded as a magistrate for improper conducty 
but for some cause or other the writs of supersedeas were 
not issued. The following letter on the subject is in- 
teresting as showing the light in which Mr. Gordon 
was viewed by Mr. Eyre's predecessor : — 



'* GoTcinor't Soeroiary't Ofllec, 
•« Hih Febnuuy, ISGi. 

" Sir, 

<^I am desired by the Governor to acquaint 
you that he has had before him copies of the several 
orders entered by you in the justices* visiting book 
of the Morant Bay District Prison on the 5th Feb. 
inst. 

** I am desired to observe to you that in giving' those 
orders you have usurped the prerogative of the Crown, 
the powers of the Governor in Privy Council, and those 
of the visiting justices of the prison ; and you have 
induced the su])erintcndent of the prison to commit a 
dereliction of duty for which his just punishment would 
be immediate removal from office. 

^ Your conduct appears to his Excellency to exhibit 
such an unwarrantable assumption of authority, and 
such extreme ignorance of your proper functions as a 
magistrate, as to render it inexpedient that you should 
be any longer intrusted with these functions, and his 
Excellency therefore feels it his duty to supersede yoa 
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in the comraiesioa of the peace for the scvcnl pvinW 
in which your name U at present included. 
"I hare, Sec, 
(jB^Hd) "HiWH W. AuBTDr, 

** Otmim'i SienUBrg. 
■aw.OM<i^»n,nii»iii» 

Vx. Ejna vary mm Hidwtfaiod tba charutor ttf 
Goidoa, and fcramv vksk • flnbnmd be woold be 
■■ cB g * HI — JMrteJ aad wmtiMa itegro population. 
In Angmt, 1862, be wrote in theae tenu to the Duke 
of Newcastle : " I believe Ur. Gordon to be a most 
muchieTom pciwn, and one likely to do a great deal 
of hann anx>ng«t uneducated and excitable persons, 
•och at are the lower dasact of this country. His 
object appears, not to be to rectify evils where they 
exist, but rather to impreM the peasantry with the idea 
that tbcy labour under many grierances, and that their 
wel&re and interetts are not cared fi>r by those in au- 
tbori^.** 

While referring briefly tu Mr. Gordon, perhaps it 
would be as well to gire here a spedmen of his beha- 
THNir in the House of Assembly. Hie following dis- 
gracefiil scene took ]dace not very long before the 
inauTTGctioa broke out 

" A&. GouMM. — It does not seem that his Gxcel- 
leoey** natural endowments qualify him for the goreni- 
ment of this eountiy. (Criet of 'Order [*) Ideunto 
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give honour to whom honour is due, and I respect 
every man in authority ; but if a ruler does not sway 
the sword with justice, he becomes distasteful, and 
instead of having the love and respect of the people, 
he becomes despised and hated. All the privileges, 
all the rights, and all the purposes of the constitution 
should be maintained in their highest integrity and 
purity, by the gentleman who may from time to time 
be entrusted with the government of the country. So 
soon as he digresses from this, so soon does he descend 
from his high position, and become grovelling, por* 
tcntious («/c), and prevaricating. 

"Mr. Speaker. — Order! The language of the 
honourable member cannot be allowed. The honour- 
able gentleman must know that he is out of order. 

** Mr. Gordon. — I regret, Mr. Speaker, that I am 
out of order, but when every day we witness the mal* / 
administration of the laws by the Lieutenant-Governor, 
we must s])eak out You are endeavouring to suppress 
public opinion, to pen up the expression of public indig- 
nation ; but I tell you that it will soon burst forth like 
a flood, and sweep everything before it There must 
be a limit to ever}'thing : a limit to oppression — a limit 
to transgression — and a limit to illegality I These pro- ^ 
oeedings remind me of the time of Herod^-they remind 
me of a tyrannical period in history I I do not think 
that any Governor has ever acted so before. While he 
justifies himself in one case, he uses the police foroe to ^ 
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accotnpliab anotlicr illegality. \Miat an M^ m^ to 
the ]>TiM>ncra wlio were confined in prison 1 whit to 
rwwfU te A» paoptsl If die lieatenant^Sffrenor 
» to f0 «■ in thii wkjr, what en jiw eqwct from the 
nnheeT 
- ** Mr. Lmwa. Itoiiiu***"'- (Langhtor.) 

"Mr. Gouim.— A7I that will be the rewilL 
Whn an oar lam an ptt at defiance, the popolace 
mD bnak oat froH diie a ii t eat» and the lJeuteaant> 
Govemer *i& ha uehla to allajr their feelii^ Mr. . 
Ejrie mf% that be » the repneentaUve of her Majestj 
the Queen, but it >■ clear that he lacke adminiBlrative 
capadty ; and, uulen he ii speedily removed, the 
country will be thrown into a state of confusion, by ' 
resaon of his illegal conduct When a Gotcmor be- 
contes a dictator, when lie becomes despotic, it is time 
for the people to dethrone him, and to say — ' We will 
Dot allow you any longer to rule us.' I consider the 
proceedings of Mr. Eyre especially dangerous to the 
peace of the country, and a stop should at once be put 
to his mort dogmatic, partial, and illegal doings. The 
House will concede and concede — they will coneedo 
everything to the Governor ! If they did this in favour 
of a noble-minded man there might be some excuse ; 
but when they leave the well-being of the country, and 
the aife^ of society, to the keeping of an incapable, it 
ia tioie for the people to exclaim — * Oh, the evil V It 
it a leflecdoa on this country — it ie an eril to thii 
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country, that such impotent parties should be selected 
as Governors. Oh ! I only wish that the honourable 
member for St David, who is now defendinj^ hia Ex- 
cellency, would come under his lash, then he would 
si*e whctlier all that has been said of him is the truth I 
I do not propose to take any adverse opinion against 
his Excellency, because that would be a work of supere- 
rorrntion, as an adverse opinion has, and does, prevail 
against him. Had I succeeded against him the other 
night, I should not have considered it a great victory, 
for I do not believe he is a man of such great ability 
and honour as to have made a victory over him a great 
victory. (Cries of * Onler !') The honourable member 
for St David must know that his Excellency has been 
guilty of a public wrong, and he knows what Black- 
stone and other commentators of a high degree of * 
learning say of public wrongs. 

"Mr. Barrow. — The House is a public wrong. 

*' Mr. Gordon. — I hope tlie honourable meniber of 
St Thomas-in-the-Vale will make himself acquainted 
with these matters. The honourable member for Port 
Royal says we should be obliged to the Lieutenant- 
Governor and the Executive Committee for making 
the appointment ; therefore, per $e, as the honourable 
member for St Catharine said, the people would be 
quite right to break out into open rebellion. If an 
illegality is permitted in the Governor, an iUegaliijf 
may be permitted an the part of the people. I have 
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never seen an animal more Torocioua for ond^ and 
power tlian the present Governor of Jamaici> 

•*Ur. 8KAXtiu--0l<ia>t OrdsrI flndi laogMgt 
tanot bt allvKd. 

'Ut. HnnMMUi.— I adc if tiwM an wocdi tUt 
iborid ba vad bwe flf die GovoMT P 

"lb. ffrnTM — I aSM dtebonoanUe gflotkniia 
to ordv M MMB M bs and dw wordi; 

"lb. GraMW^I H,]rtliBtifdielairiitobe£t> 
i«pidadHidllMdtoundi]raodbkMKMMd. (Oias 
of * Older rftwatiwdiair and in dw Home.) I speak 
the wwda of sobenwss and truth. I aaj there will be 
diaorder, and that m tinU have no' Oovtrnment at all, 
and that the Lieutenant^xovemor is tatting the worst 
example to the people, becauae he is breaking through 
the law. You may eajr that the people are not di»- 
eriniuating ; but 1 tell you that the poorest, the most 
miserable subject, is the best judge of practical opprea- 
noa. The people feel that no justice is bring done 
them, and that the axe is at the root of the tree, and 
this is what the honourable member for Fort Royal . 
says is quite right 

"Mr. IlaiTDBaaoif. — I neverdid. ^yben the honour- 
able member saya, in the &Ge of the House, that I 
advised anarchy, I tay bo is incorrect I use this mild 
phrase, but if the honourable member was out of the 
Houae, I would oae a stronger term. What I really 
■aid was diat, tmder the pecnUar drcmnatancCT of the 
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country, the Governor and his Executive Committee 
were quite justified in making the pro tempore appoint- 
ment, and that it was as good as any that could have 
been made at the time. Qrcurostances alter cases. 

** 3[r. Gordon. — We see to-night who are for main- 
taining the principle of illegal appointments. Let 
justice be done, though the heavens may fall ! — ^let this 
be done, notwithstanding all the honourable member 
for Port Royal has said. I tell him I will meet him 
on fair terms outside the House, if he desires it If 
toe are to he governed It/ %uch a Governor much longer, 
the people will have to jly to arms and become self* 
governing. (Txud cries of * Order !') The honourable 
member for Kingston (Dr. Bowcrbank) gave expres- 
sion to an inuendo against me ; he called me a reck- 
less member. I think the honourable Doctor said 
we should not seize on the Lieutenant-Governor, or 
belch out our wrath against him. I know tluit when 
a stomach is out of order, rhubarb and other alteratives 
do a great deal of good. I think, therefore, that the 
learned Doctor would be acting exceedingly well if he 
could discharge from the mind of the Lieutenant- 
Governor some of the deposits that are there, and 
which are bringing him into collision with this House 
and the people. 

" Dr. BowKRiiANK. — ^He (G. W. Gordon) b a dis- 
grace to the House.** 

In quoting the above, we merely give a very mild 
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spedmcD of this Mulatto's conduct in IIm HooM <f 
AaBCi&bly. He was the same evci^wbam A v 
■rthl—^ ipriMip led dHMgogMj at < 
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\ CHAPTER VII. 

A BRIEF sketch having been given of Mr. O. W. 
Gordon, it now becomes necessary to refer at some 
i length to Dr. Underhiil's most unwise and most 
I improper letter to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, which materially helped to, if it did not 
indeed actually, fan into a flame the smouldering fires 
of rebellion. 

The causes which brought about tlic insurrection, it 
has already been said, were at work long before 
Mr. Eyre reached Jamaica, and it is unnecessary, 
I therefore, to recapitulate them. All the elements 
of discord referred to had been seething and fermenting 
in the mind of the coloured population of Jamaica 
when Dr. Underbill wrote the following letter : — -, 
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Copy of a Letter from J?. B. Underhill^ Usq.,, LL.D.^ 
I to the JUffJu Eon. Edward Cardwell, M.P. 

i *• 83, 3Ioorgnto Stroet. E.C., 

I "Januarys, 1865. 

" Dear Sir, 

**! venture to ask your kind consideration to a 
few observations on the present condition of the Island 
of Jamaica. 
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*' For »?TeraI months past cvcrjr ntall haa brougbt ' 
letters informing mo of the continually increasing 
dislrces of llic coloured population. As a sufficient | 
illustration, I quote the following brief paEsagc from j 
one of them: — 

" ' Crime has fearfully increased. The number of | 
l^isoners in tlic penitentiary and gaols is considerably , 
more than double the average, and nearly all for one 
crime — larceny. Summonses for petty debts disclose 
an amount of pecuniary ilifiiculty which has never 
before been experienced ; and applications for parochial 
and private relief prove that multitudes are sufTering 
from irant, little removed from starvation.* 
" " The immediate cause of this distress vould seem to 
I be tbc drouglit of the last two y^rs ; but, in fact, this 
^ has only given intensity to suScring previously existing. 
All accounts, both public and private, concur in afBrro- 
ing the alarming increascof crime, chiefly oflarceny ami 
petty tbcft. This arises from the extreme poverty of 
the people. That this is its true origin is made evi- 
dent by the ragged and even naked condition of vast 
' numbers of them, so contrary to the taste for dress 
tbey usually cxhilnt They cannot purchase clotlSng, 
partly from its grcatly-increaBed cost, which is unduly 
eobanccd by the duty (said to be 38 per cent by the 
lion. Mr. Whitlock) which it now paya, and partly 
fr«m Hhe want of employment, and the ooowquent . 
absenoo of wage*. 
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*' The people then are starving, and the causes of 
this are not far to seek. No doubt the taxaUcfin of 
the bland is top heavy for its present resources^ and 
must necessarily render ttie cost of producing the 
staples higher than they can bear, to meet compctitum 
in the markets of the world. No doubt much of the 
sugar land of the island is worn out, or can only be • 
made productive by an outlay which would destroy all 
hope of profitable return. No doubt, too, a large part 
of the island is uncultivated, and might be made to 
support a vastly greater population than b now existing 
upon it. 

** But the simple fact is that there b not sufficient 
employment for the people ; there is neither work for 
them, nor the c<ipital to employ them. The labouring 
class is too numerous for the work to be dona Sugar 
cultivation on the estates does not absorb more than 
30,000 of the people ; and every other species of culti- 
vation (apart from provision growing) cannot give em* 
ployment to more than another 30,000. But the agricul- 
tural population of the island is over 400,000, so that 
there are at least 340,000 whose livelihood depends on 
employment other than that devoted to the staple 
cultivation of the bland. Of these 840,000 certainly 
not less than 130,000 are adults, and capable of 
labour. For subsbtence they must be entirely de- 
pendent on the provbions grown on their own little 
freeholds, a portion of which b sold to those who find 




w ^ kyw ea t on dwMtates; ae peritapa in a retj sliglit 
dflgns oatadi |>odKa utbajrara able to raiae for 
■ytatioBb Bi^ tboae wfao grow produce tor foporta- 
tioB are veiy few, and Hmy veet with enrj IdaA of - 
di aeoyf a gBBMat to prowc ut a a neaoa of niqurt wlunh 
m m advaatageoM to the Idaad aa to dwinaelTea. If ' 
tkdr proriiiiMM Sul,aahBa boendwcaM Atm droag)it> 
tbcjr BMiit ileal or atarre. And tbb ia thur prMent 



"Hw nma renlt fcUowa in thia eoantiy when 

cinployiDcnt ceases or vages fail. The great decrease 
of coin in drculation in Jamaica is a furtlicr proof that 
less money i< spent in wages, through tlie decline of 
employment. Were Jamaica prosperous, silver would 
flow into it or its equivalent in English maoufactures, 
instead of the exportation of nlver, whicli now regu- 
larly takes phice. And if, as stated in the Governor's 
■pecdi, the Customs Berenue in the year gone by has 
been equal to former years, this has arisen, not Irom an 
increase in the quantilica imported, but from the 
increased value of the imports, the duty being levied 
at on ad valcxvm charge of 12^ per cent, on articles, 
such as cotton goods, wluch have within the last year 
or two greatly risen in price. 

" I shall say nothing of the course taken by . the 
Jamaica Legislature; of their abortive immigration 
billa; of thdr unjust taxation of the ooloured popula- 
tion; of tbetrrefoaolofjutt tribunals; of their denial 
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of political rights to the emancipated negroes. Could 
the people find remunerative employment, these erils 
would in time be remedied from their growing strength 
and intelligence. The worst evil consequent on the 
proceedings of the Legislaturo is the distrust awakened 
in tlie minds of capitalists, and the avoidance of 
Jamaica, witli its manifold advantages, by all who 
possess the means to benefit it by tlieir expenditure. 
Unless means can be found to encourage the outlay 
of capital in Jamaica, in the growth of those numerous 
products which can be profitably exported, so that 
employment can be given to its starving people, I see 
no other result than the entire failure of the island, 
and the destruction of the hopes that the Legislature 
and people of Great Britain have cherished with regard 
to the well-being of its emanciimted population. 

** With your kind permission I will venture to make 
two or three suggestions, which, if carried out, may 
assist to avert so painful a result 

'^ 1. A searching inquiry into the legislation of tlie 
island since emancipation,, its taxation, its economical 
and material condition, would go far to bring to light 
the causes of the existing evils, and by convincing the 
ruling class of the mistakes of the past, lead to their 
removaL Such an inquiry seems also due to this 
country, that it may be seen whether the emancipated 
peasantry have gained those advantages which were 
sought to be secured to them' by their enfranchisement 




IM MOB m imruD jonr vti^, 

\i3 bk poioa^ appnral and tugenr raeoraniendatioit 
\/ Aegmrth of ezpoftAUeprodwebjr the people, on tbe 
icty anenw ftcdioUi tiwjr paHen. Tbit might be 
dene bj the fanntioa of eMoetettone fcr ihippihg tbrir 
pndaee ia CMNBder^de qnantitiee ; by equalunag 
datiea on the pradnoe of ^ V"^ '"^ ^* of the ■ . 
phnting iate f wla ; \ej inetmeting the native grawen of 
|«odtice b the belt nwlboda of euItiTation, and pMUt- 
iag oat the artidee whidi would find a ready nla 
in tlM markets of the wnrld ; bj opening channels for 
direct transmituon of produce, without the iutcrrcntion 
of agents, by whose eitortions and frauds the people 
now frequently suffor, and are greatly discouraged. 
The cultivation of sugar by the peasantry should, in 
my judgment, be discouraged. At the best, with all 
the scientific appliances the planters can bring to it, 
both of capital aitd machinery, sugar manufacturing is 
a hazardous tiling. Uucb more must It become so in 
the hands of the people, with their rude mills and 
imperfect methods. But the roinor products of the 
island, sudiai spices, tobacco, farinaccom foods, coffee, 
and cotton, are quite within their reach, and always 
fetdt a fair and remunerative price,, where not bur- 
dened by extravagant charges and local taxation. 

"3. With just laws and light taxation, capitalista 
would be eoeouraged to settle in Jamaica, and employ 
ibeeaselTea in the production of the more important 
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staples, such as sugar, coffee, and cotton. Thus the 
people would be employed, and the present starvation 
rate of wages be improved. ; 

^*In conclusion, I have to apologize for troubling 
you with this communication ; but since my visit to the 
island in 185D-G0 I have felt the greatest interest in its 
prosperity, and deeply grieve over the sufferings of its 
coloured iiopulation. It is more tlmn time tliat the 
unwisdom (to use the gentlest term) that has governed 
Jamaica since emancipation should be brought to aa 
end, — a course of action which, while it incalculably 
aggravates the misery arising from natural, and, there* 
fore, unavoidable causes, renders certain the ultimate 
ruin of every class, planter and peasant, European and 
Creole. 

*' Should you, dear sir, desire such information as it 
may be in my power to funiish, or to see me on the 
matter, I sliall be most luippy, either to forward «rhat- 
ever facts I may possess, or wait upon you at any time 
tliat you may appoint 

" I have, &c., 
(Signed) " Edw. B. Underbill. 

•* The Right Iloa. Edward Oirdwdl, HJ?. 

• 

•* P5. — I append an extract from the speech of the 
Honourable A. Whitlock, in the House of Assembly, 
with respect to the condition of the people. 

"'He (Mr. Whitlock) would make an asaertion 
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which could not be gainsaid by bis Eucccssor, that taxa- 
tion could not be cxtoiided ; not one farthing more could 
be impo^ on the people, who were sutTcring peculiar 
hardsliip from the increased value of wearing apparel, 
which was now taxed beyond all bounds; actually 
tbcy were paying .18 per cent now, when 12^ per cenL 
was before cnnsidcred an outrageoua ad valorem duty. 
Cotton goods, including osnnburgli and all tlic wearing 
Bppnrcl of the labouring classes, Imd increa^ to 200 
per cent, in value ; what waa bought at id. a yard 
before was selling fur a shilling jier yani, there- 
fore the people are now paying lid. of duty in every 
yard of doth instead of ^d,, which has been justly 
described as a heavy impost The consequence is 
that a diagusUng state oT nudity exhibited itself in 
some parts of the country. Hardly a boy under ten 
years of age wore a lirock, and adults, from the ragged 
state of tbrir garments, exiubited tliose ports of the 
body where covering was especially wanted. The 
lower daascs hitherto exhibited a pranencss for dress. 
And he could not believe such a cliange would have 
eomc over them, but for his belief in their destitution 
ariung out of a reduction in their wages at a time 
every article of apparel waa tripled in value. . . > 
This year's decrease in imports foreshadowed what was 
coming. Sugarwas down again to 11^ per hogshead; 
coffee was &lling, pimento was valueless^ logwood 
■caively wmth cutting, and, moreover, a sad dimiou- ' 
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tion effected in our chief staple exports from a de6dency 
of rain. * " 

On the receipt of this letter, Mr. CardwcII at oooe 
fom-arded it to Governor Eyre, with a request that he 
would report on its contents. Mr. Eyre heing anxious 
to obtain the fullest and most authentic informatioa, 
called ui)on the custodcs of the different parishes, and 
upon the heads of the different religious denominations, 
to favour him with their views on the various allega- 
tions contained in Dr. UnderhilFs communication. 

In collecting and collating opinions from so many dif- 
ferent pi^rsons, representing various interests and classes, 
and having reference to numerous localities widely apart 
from each other, and differing essentially in physical 
features, climate, and industrial occupations, it was only 
to be expected that there would be some diversity <^ 
opinion and many conflicting statements^ But, on the 
whole, the evidence was of a decidedly uniform charac- 
ter, and went to establish' several very important 
inferences : — 

Ist. That in consequence of the long-continued low 
prices of the staple products of the West Indies, and a 
diminished production occasioned by repeated droughts, 
all classes and interests had suffered severely, but that 
the pressure had fallen more heavily upon the planter 
than the labourer, 

2nd. That distress did not exist amongst the labour- 
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inf; population to the extent dcpiclol by Dr. Under* 
hiU. 

3rd. lliat owing to the immense extent of fertile 
Utid open lu the labourer nt a mere nomiiml cost, hie 
poution in Jainaicii was very far tuptrior to the pea- 
santry of must other countries. 

-llli. That altliuugh the lubourcr could readily earn 
1(. (k/. in from four to six hours, he invariably refused 
to earn, as lie cunily might, dguble tliut amount by 
extending his hours of cnipluyraent 

5th. Tliat one great reason of the iion-exiatencc of 
culti?ation, and the consequent incroieed meana of 
employing the people on estates, was to be found in the 
fact that, wliatcrer amonnt of labour might exist in tlic 
ncighbourliood nf a plantation, that it was not pro- 
curablo with certainty or continuoutly ; Umt the very 
times wben the planter most required tlie services of 
bis workpeople was the period bc«t suited for the cul- 
tiratioo of provision-grounds, and that, therefore, the 
labourer naturally deserted his employer to work on his 
own laod. In fact, that he only worked upon estates 
wben it suited bis own purpose to do so, without any 
nferenee to the convenience or requirements of bis 
etoplqyer. That on such occasion^ and at August and 
Cbristmas, wben holidays of weeks together were taken 
by Ibe Oeole peasantry, the estates would, in many 
'"Ttn"?!", be ruined but for tbe immigrant labour, 
vhieb soppUed tbc place of tbo native, and wlucb, bow> 
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ever expenave or unsatisfactory in some respect^ had 
at least the advantage of being always avmlable. 

6th. That as regarded clothing, the climate was of 
so genial a nature as to make little necessary, whilst 
the habit of the people was to go to their wcHrk in 
scanty, ragged, or dirty garments, reserving their finery 
for Sundays, holidays, markets, or courts, when for the 
most part they were neatly and respectably, often Tcry 
expensively clad. 

7th. That there was, consequently, no such general 
starvation and nakedness as so graphically pictured by 
Dr. Undcrhill. 

8th. That crime, especially larceny, was fearfully on 
the increase ; but that it was not due to want com- 
pelling to steal. The young and strong of both sexes 
were those who filled the gaols. That the old, the 
decrepit, or the emaciated were rardy to be met with 
in a Jamaica prison. 

9th. That the utter want of principle, or moral sense, ^, 
which pervaded the mass of the people, tlie - total 
absence of all parental control or proper training of 
the children, the incorrigible indolence, apathy^ and 
improvidence of all ages, and the degraded and im- 
moral social existence which they all but universally 
led, was quite sufficient to account for any poverty or 
crime which existed amongst the peasantry of Jamaica. 

To substantiate the above very unportant facts, 
some extracts will now be given from the voluminous 




'iliiiwHli IriH—lllirf to ^ Oolomil OSee b]r Ur. 
Eyn. 

3b>. BamA, i^ wu IlnHioe Uiintor frm J«in^ 
IWS to DWoidMr, 1660^ writM »— 

"Hie Cnt ad nnt hnportaat lUtsiBent'iiHide m, 
Alt evox mH for Nvenl montlw put lud coDvcycd 
letten froM JaiMuea to Hr. Unde^ill, infcwiaiiig him 
of the T—jH"*^ mewiring diitran vi tba cokwrad 
popahtioa. % 'coloHred' he bwub. I pnMune, the 
Ueck popobtiaa, M7 unrer to thit ia, that the 
Gonnuneot have had do proob of any such diatresa 
among that class, nor have the dei^ or the public 
joanala of the island indicated its presence. 



" The iUustratioDs given by Mr. Undcrhill as to the 
true origin of crime in Jamaica entirely fail in their 
ohject, in my opision. Since the extreme poverty re- 
ferred to (where it exists) is, in nine cases out of ten, 
the result of sheer idleness, and a growing dislike to 
■teady industry, and a consequent preference to a di»- 
hfloeat mode of living, with the risks of occasional im- 
prinwDen^ to one of honest labour, with the remote 
certainty of independence. These, added tu the ease 
with wlueb pnmsioa-grouods can be plundered with 
Ettle risk of detectioo, and the indifference with whieh 
i mpriaomnent is now regarded, operate as a serious 
drawback and lUeoouiageinent to industrious settlere. 
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It is notorious that a labourer, by working one day in 
a week, can, owing to the high productiveness of the 
land, keep himsdf in ground prorisions all through the 
year ; he, therefore, cannot stanre, unless he retams to 
primeval barbarism. 



*< There is always a want of capital when the staple 
produce is low in price, and losses have to be met ; 
every other interest in the island is more or less de» 
pendent on sugar cultivation, and therefore suffers in 
the same proportion as the primary interest But to 
say that * the labouring class of Jamaica is too numerous 
for the work to be done * is another falkicy, when the 
fact is, that, compared with other populations, the work 
done (as evidenced by the exports) is miserable indeed. 
This has arisen, I believe, in some measure from the 
principles of self-reliance being adopted too soon by 
the people of Jamaica, aflcr emancipation, under the 
advice of wcli-meaning but mistaken per8on& The 
labouring population is not now numerous enough at 
the centres of industry (generally spealung), and time 
is wasted in going and returning to those centres.'* 

The Rev. Samuel Oughton, a well-known and lealoiis 
Baptist minister, indignant at a circular issued by the 
Baptist Missionary Society in London, entitled * Dis- 
tress in Jamaica,' wrote as follows to the editor of 
the * Jamaica Guardian :'— 




-Sn, 

"I han jort md jour luding utida of lim 
nonum tm a dmtkr recently bwed by tbe Bftptirt 
ITMiiniiirj Sodety in London, entitled 'IXstrcM ia 
Juwin,' and u it H denmble that aQ ttie Beptiit 
aunirten n Jnaaica iboald not ■oficr iu pnbUe ettuBip 
tion hr the mjndidoiM and eiaggerated atatementi of 
MM or two, I b^ leaTO thraagh your ooiomm to de- 
dwa that I have never made anyrach eoumnmcatione 
to the Socic^ in England, and further, that I do not 
believe that they are fair and truthful representations 
of the stiite .of tilings at present existing amongst the 
labouring population of this island. 

"Tlicre can be no doubt that a large amount of 
poverty exists amongst us, and it is true that the 
attendance at places of public worship has very much 
dedincd, and that dishonesty and crime have increased 
to such an extent that our prisons arc crowded to a 
degree corresponding to the emptiness of our cliapcbs 
whilst new and mora stringent laws have become neces- 
sary to afford protection to property ; but I do not 
believe that these accumulated evils are to be wholly 
Of principally attributed to excessive drouglits, inability 
to obtain employment, or dear salt 6sh and calico. 
Tliew may indeed tend to intennfy and aggravate the 
<tUs; but the real cause in the great nuijority of cases 
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is, In mj opinion, only to be found m th0 invUeraU 
JuihiU of idleneu and the low itate of moral and rtVgiouB 
principles which prevail to $o featful a dtgrtt ui otcr 
commwnity. 

**A8 you have inTitcd protests from such Baptist 
ministers as dissent from the opinions set forth in the 
Baptist Mission Circular, I hare felt it only just to 
myself and the public to send in mine, and am, 

" Yours fiiithfully, 

^ Samuel Ouohton, 
<« Jffop^ MtnitUr. 

•* East QaccD Street, KlDgiton, 25th Fcb^ 1865." 



The Bishop of Kingston, in a letter .to GoTemor 
Eyre, dated March 2nd, 1865, says : — 

*' I am glad to have tliis opportunity of expressing 
my conviction that the representations which have been 
made to the Secretary of State, and similar representa- 
tions which have, as appears from the newspapers, 
obtained considerable publicity in England, of the 
increasing distress of the coloured population of ^this 
island are, to say the least, very higlily coloured, very 
inaccurate. There is distress in this country, ns in 
every other ; but not, I am convinced, great distress, 
nor, so far as I have any reason to believe, increasing 
distress. And I know not of one person in this island 
of any class or colour who deeply grieves over the 
' sufferings of the coloured population,' as Dr. Under- 




IM un or imrAiv XNur itbb. 

Ut Mit 1« <Bd b 186a B«fimIhadreeeiTBd]raar 
Exedkn^t D eip w teb , bj attentioa had beea dimwn 
If ooe of the dag; to eettun atatenentt ia tba aaw*' 
pqMn on tUi nlqeet wUdi he enmdeKd &1m and . 
ditgneeAd, md T^«Btedlj nid demanded emphatie 
ecatradictiofc 8aeh atiteiiienti^ if credited, midd do 
■on to detor capitalitli aad penona of entaqnae from 
witMipy faiAer thao any kgiaktioB eoold poMibljr do . 



"Loeal and temporal; distraaa, and a state of oom- 
pantive povcrtj (though not by any meana of dlacom- 
fort or actual want as the ordinary cottdition), must 
prerul amongst a people Batisficd, as many are, to 
remun in a Bemi-barbarous state, taking no thought for 
the morrow, and satisfied with such food as thdr own 
groonda (orth<»r neighbours') con supply, or with 'such 
things as grow of themaeWee.' 

" If Devonshire were in Jamaica, the apple orchards 
would hardly continue to exist. Tbe people — not all, 
but not a few, — would steal the fhiit before it was ready 
for the ddcr press, cook it in some umple way, lite on 
it so long OS it lasted, and refuse to work for wages till 
tbt^ wanted nuutey to buy food. And with all the 
wisdom of Parliament, all the energy of our Eiecutiv*, 
the lemedy would he hard to find. 

"Bat X bdieie the people in many districts are in* 
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proTini^ in steadiness and forethought, in moralityt and 
in wealth. I do not forget the increase of petty laroeny^ 
or the increasing difficulty in the Plantiun Garden 
River District and others of obtaining labour on the 
sugar estates. As the crust of the earth b geologically 
both rising and falling, so I believe are the people of 
this island both ascending and descending in the scale 
of civilization. It is not want, but idleness and pro* 
fligacy, which lead to theft. Your Excellency has 
already proved this to demonstration. Tlie tliicvea are 
young. The provision-grounds are not plundered by 
fathers of families starving, but by young men, worth* 
less and reckless, who, if they have cliildren, care not 
to maintain them.** 

In reply to a series of questions put by his bishop. 
Archdeacon Stewart writes : — 

'* I have no reason to consider the labouring dass 
poorer than they were three or four years ago. As a 
body I think them better off than the peasantry of most 
other countries. 

"I reside close over the public road leading into 
Kingston ; the labouring classes daily pass along this 
road to and from the city, but I have not seen any of 
them indecently clad. While working for pay, or in 
the cultivation of their provision-grounds, they inva* 
riably put on their worst clothing. They are then 
loosely but not indecendy clad, which is explained 
when the excessive heat of a tropical sun* b taken into 




TV ^Eoi* Ib^sb hloBrar, cDoKe, k a ^ 
THt dnl man bdeenllj did, and tbtt at all tinM.* ; 
I have KcB UioB in mj tnmU totally naked, «xcqpt a 
tmled loi»4^ath under and about Ibeir hipa. 

"OnSmdqr and othflr ImlidayB the Uboaring daa 
iBvariaUjr ffitr «dl dnaed, and I iboold Mjr ox- 
p — in^ . <hi a leoent oecanoD I ^^waled to them 
oa behalf «f the ' Jataaioi Uoam and Foreign Hi^ 
lionn; Sorntj.' There wera between 600 and 700 
Ja ba yg ra and artiicen m and about the iliureh, and 
tfaajr coQtribBled liberaUjr. Their vtrj respecttUe ap- 
pearance—and in rerjr many iniiUncefl cxpenure attire, 
lia^ the women and girls of eighteen or nineteen with 
crinoline, chip^traw luts trimmed with ribbons and aiti- 
fidal flowers, and the men with neat jackets, and man; 
in the ordinary dress of a gentlemsn of the upper class 
^-attracted the notice of Europeans who liappened to 
be present Hsggeilnos is seen in the towns only ; it 
is attributable there, not to poverty, but to laaneas, 
and to a determination not to seek work in tlie rural 
districts. 

" I do not attribute the recent increase of pct^ larceny 
to inaeasing distress. I attribute it, among some, to thur 
nawillingness to labour honestly for their doily bread, 
and fiir supplying means to ntis^ their profligacy, and, 

• WlMtwiMUDr.nBdNUntUi>k,lf iMTytedOdoatli^gcSBr 
iMte UiM^lMt Ih* 1^^ nd bnsdtk cf iBdis t 
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among othcrsi to the abecnce of all principle. It b 
not uncommon of late for dcocntly-clothed labouring 
women from the country to purloin artides in the diopa 
of Kingston while pretending to purchase, and to con* 
ceal such articles under their dress. Some have been 
detected with the articles so concealed. The lasy and 
unprincipled constantly stealing the provisions of the 
industrious, and to such an excess that many have 
given up the cultivation of their grounds.** 

The Rev. Jas. Williams, rector of Spanish Town^ 
says:— 

*' If we could eradicate the fondness for ' making an 
appearance' in the matter of dress in certain dasses and 
persons, the whole island would be one ank of abomi* 
nation. The shame attendant on not being able to 
*make an appearance' keeps very many from providing 
that creditable or decent clothing that in other coun- 
tries the industrious amongst the lower classes are con- 
tented with, seeking nothing beyond it For dresB 
many will work, and their every-day raggedness is 
attributable to the gratification of their vanity on this 
head. It is far, very far, from being an uncommon 
thing to find individuals and members of a family which 
is supported by alms coming to church in a style which 
would apparently betray anything rather than poverty. 
The raggedness of clothing which is often witnessed is 
owing then, not to commiserable poverty, but to pride, 
yet to a pride which, if it existed not, idleness and 
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bcggni; would iDCrcaec A slran^r coining to tlie 
country, and forming hU judgment of the ]>cop]e by 
their ap[>CArancc, for instance, in our churches, would 
be )^atly misled on llic subject of their moral and 
social conditiou," 

Tl«! nc». T. Orgill writes:— 
C " Labourers in this district never work more than 
' three or four days in tlic «vek, and not unfrc<tuenily 
refuse work when olTtircd. Tlicy arc nearly all free- 
holders, and keep tlicir horses or other stock. ^ I may 
mention that in the lost twelve months properties 
b&To been bought by some of them to the extent of 
neu-ly 600 acres, at a cost of about 400/." 

The letter of ArchdeacoD Bowe to the biehop is w 
impoiUnt that it mutt be gt^eo m full: — 

" AnhtUaeon Smoe to the Buhop. 

- L There U no distress among the labouring classea 
in the neighbourhood id which I reaitle, for many estate* 
are in caltiratioa, and the people receiving their vagea 
r^ularly, and not depending on the cultivation of their 
own lands. 

"%. I do not consider the people to be poorer than 
they were three or four years ago. 

** 3> tlw people generally clothe themselves decently ; 
I mean the natives of Jamaica. The coolies are indo> 
oeotly clothed, after the fashion of their own country. 
I ain informed that in Uw French coloniea they an 
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compelled to appear in decent clothing from the day of 
their landing. 

*'4« The great increase of petty larceny docs not 
arise from distress, for those who commit this crime are 
generally strong young men who can earn full wages 
or in other ways maintain themselves comfortably. But 
the punishment awarded to this crime is so light, and 
prison discipline so lenient, that it becomes to them a 
matter of indiiference whether they are convicted or not. 

'* Tlic peasantry of Jamaica are, generally speaking, 
a well-conductcdy industrious people, kind to each other, 
and willing to attend to the instructions of the ministera 
of religion ; bui in consequence of a misplaced leniency, 
which forbears to injlid proper pufiishmeni in eaBe$ 
of larcenfj^ sorcery, hesiialUy^ and other crime$t iher§ 
is a race note growing up whicJ^ are likdy to prove (he 
destruction of the community. Honest and industrious 
persons arc afraid to plant their provision-grounds^ 
knowing that as soon as the products of the land arrive 
at maturity they will not only be stolen but wantonly 
rooted up and destroyed, and I am persuaded that 
whatever want now exists proceeds from that cause 
more than any other. 

'* 5. A shilling a day for an able field labourer is 
quite sufficient to maintain him in comfort ; but the 
people generally labour by the task or job, and make 
more than this. At the present price, however, of 
Jamaica produce, *. e., the great produce of sugar, it is 
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likeljr that many will be unable to carry on the cnldv&* 
tion of their estates at this rate, and that their proper- 
ties will be abandoned in consequence. 

" 6. He people can of coune only get wages for 
labour when thej lira in the neighbourhood of estate* 
that are in cultivation. But they can always turn thrir 
labour to account by growing com, provisions, coffee, 
ginger, tobacco, sugar-cane, &c., for land can be bought 
in most districts at 40t. an acre, or rented at from 12a. 
toSOt. 

" 7. Tlie people seek employment on the estates, or 
confine tliemsclves to tlic cultivation of their own land, 
according to inclination or tlu; prufits derived from 
either course. And, with the exception of tlie idle and 
wicked ones already epoken of, tlicy are an industrious 
and contented people, and might, under proper and 
wholesome regulations, bo made as good a peasantry 
as any in the world. I have liad long experience 
among them, and my duties call upon mc to make 
frequent journeys, and I consider myself competent to 
form a correct judgment on the subject. 

"8. If the crime of larceny is stopped by proper 
laws I do nut anticipate au increasing want of the 
oecesaariea of life, but, on the contrary, an increaung 
abundance. And if *obeah' and 'sorcery,' which are 
only other names for secret poisoning, and arc much on 
the increase, are, together with other heinous offences, 
severely punished, «s they ought to be, I look for a 
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corresponding increase of happiness and prosperity 
among our people. 

*^ 9. I consider the laws of Jamaica to be excellent 
in all other respects except tlie points in which I luiYe 
stated them to be deficient The taxes are light, and 
the people would be happy and prosperous if a stronger 
check were placed on the wickedness of the few. 

** Slavery was a system under which there could exist 
no room for the exercise of proper parental disciplioo 
or the fonnation of social habits ; and although a Yost 
improvement has taken place in the condition of the 
people since the emancipntion^ parents liave not yet 
learnt how to bring up their families respectably, and 
there has bcen» therefore, nothing to supply the place 
of tliat former discipline, which, hateful as it was in 
many respects, was still of use in restraining from the 
commission of crimes destructive to society. 

(Signed) •* William Rowe, A.St, 

^ Arehdeaeon of Comwatt. 

*• 6tli March, 1805." 

Very many writers, clergymen, magistrates, and 
others, attribute what distress showed itself as also the 
increase of crime, to tlie "revivals,** The lley. Mr. 
Sheam says that the great majority of cases of distress 
^ must be attributed to idleness, the love of dress, and 
that entire destitution of religious principle which is so 
fearfully increased by the numerous rum-shops which 
have been opened in all directions^ and thoH midmight 
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meeting! which art hrldfor immoral purposes, rmder th» 
preUnce of tcrviui/ Goil : and I know of none more cal- 
culated to bring lli3 ciiree upon the land thaa those 
which are wicitcdly and falsely colled ' rcvltal meetiiigs.' " 

Tlie Rev. C A. Angcll says: — 

" If tiicre b any distress in my district (coinpriMiig 
4,000 persons}, it is only among the strong young 
people, who arc too lazy to Hork, and tlic a<;ed people, 
who arc iovariably handed over by their relatives to the 
parub for supjNjrt when too infirm to labour. 

*' The [leople who work obtain the necessaries of life 
from tlie soil, which is taxed at Itt pur acre only; be- 
ttdes they cultivate various products for exportation, 
e.g., in my district coflee, which is purchased at their 
doors at tlic [irescnt time at i^it. per cwt.and the laws 
of the country in no way discourage thrir industry. 

" How can any race of people bo improved unless 
tlicir intellectual culture is attended to? 'J'he negroes 
on the whole arc in tliis country grossly ignorant, and 
believe as finnly in tlieir African superstitions as they 
do in the tcachiuga of tbe Christian religion. They are 
utterly indifferent about the initructioa of tbdr children ; 
. and, unlcM * better lepslation ' introduce some achenie 
of compulwry education, I fe« that the pnwpecta of 
tbe countrf will every day become more gloomy." 

Hkring pnn mfficient extracts to ibow tbe light m 
wUch Mr. Undertull'i letter wu regarded by tbe dergjr 
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of all denominations throughout the idand, the o{Nnioo« 
of others will now bricHy be referred to; 
The Hon. 3Ir. Westmoreland states : — 
*' Mr. Underhill's [ricture of the cond Uon of the black 
{lopulation of Jamaica is not a correct one. Taking 
tlicm as a whole, then are no people in the world ocoi- 
pying the station they do so well off, as evidenced 1^ 
so many of tl>em possessing land and stock to no in- 
considerable extent. No doubt the competition with 
slavery has caused a diminution in the cultivation of 
sugar, in the requirements of labour, gnd in the rate of 
wages, and in many instances an inability on the port 
of the planter to pay punctually tliosc decreased wages ; 
but Mr. Underbill lias far underrated the amount of 
labour still used in sugar cultivation, and the other 
sources of occupation. 

"I thinlc,as I have already said, that very many of 
tlic people bom since freedom have been brought up in 
habits of idleness, and liave taken much to thieving ia 
preference to showing any desire to earn an honest 
livelihood, but that a large number of older people have 
establislicd tlicinselves as small and even large f r co * 
holders, and that thnr circumstances are improving 
and by thdr industry the export of coffee is conaider- 
sbly on the increase. 

"Mr. Underbill is incorrect in saying that ■ the 
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•ngmr Und of the colony is worn out,' &C. A vast quan- 
tity of it has relapsed into a state of nature, and has 
thereby been renorated, and requires but capital and 
laboor to make it productive. Were it, as Mr. Under- 
bill states, worn out, how could he fairly hope that ' by 
just laws and light taxation capitalists would be encou- 
raged to settle in Jamaica, and employ themseWcs in 
the cultivation of sugar t 

** Capitalists will not come to Jamaica and engage in 
sugar cultivation, when they can go to Cuba and invest 
their money in a similar way, and obtiun an interest of 
17 per cent., a.% shown by u statement now before me 
of the result of tlie operations of a sugar estate near 
St. Jago last year. 

" Here, at the prices that have ruled the Inst four 
years, it is tiardly possible to make both ends meet. 
When slavery is nbolislicd, and our onm and the 
Spanish colonics placed on tlic same footing as regards 
labour, then we may expect capitalists will embark here 
in sugar cultivation ; and I would wish Mr. Underbill 
would direct his endeavours towards such a consumma- 
tion, believing that by so doing he would conduce to 
the material interests of those whose cauEe he is ever 
advocating much more than by mtJdng rtpraentation* 
bated on imnrreet itaUmentif ealcuiaUd to Uad pertoriM 
to brieve that the black peopU in Jamaica were better off 
a* Wane* than th^ art aefreemm," 
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The Hon. Sir Bryan Edwards, Chief Justice of Ja- 
maica, while believing that crime and indigence are 
00 the increase in Jamaica, and that poverty to • ce^ 
tun eitent exists, says : — 

■* But very few persons here. I suspect, will be dta* 
posed to assent to Dr. UndcrhiU's conclusion, that with 
these people the alternative is to steal or starve ; or 
that the present poverty of the emancipated peasantij 
~-at all events the ahle-hodicd port of them — is occa- 
uoned by drcumstanccs over which they bad no control. 
Indeed, by far the most serious charges of larceny are 
against persons who, from their appearance as well n 
from whttt is osccrtained upon inquiry, are by no meant 
destitute ; and I tliink it may be received as certun 
that those who, being able to earn their living, are yet 
found in a state of indigence, as ia too many instancet 
is the case, are so simply because, though able, they are 
disinclined to labour, even when employment oSen 
itself, or could readily be obtained if sought for. 

" But Dr. Underbill besides complains of the unbir- 
ncss of the Legislature, not only in respect of unequal, ' 
■nd therefore unjust, taxation of the eroandpated ne- 
groes, but also of the refusal to them of just tribunals, 
and the denial to them of political rights. 

** In candour, Dr. Underbill oug^t to have illustrated 
his meaning by explanation or example, and not have 
clothed bit reproof in such vague and unintelligibla 
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twiM. Vor MjirfC I nnt oodhN I am not lUe to 
mdoitaad of whit b H «xMd7 be flonpUm. 

"Tuition, waA m H ii^ apfiUM eqnalljr to enay 
MM ; Bs JiitiB cti oo k or era be maie ; aad it dndd 
b* bems b nind dMt H b not Um nwmdpated pc^o- 
h&m only who dicn fai nUea^ or who cootatM Amo- 
rinn pork or fkwr. I kmnr of do triboDoli, juot or 
W M J attt wUeh ■Act oxdariTCly ibMt duo; and with 
nopeet to piAtieil right!* thera m no pretence fcr atf- 
iag that b dni Uand all are not politically equal." 

Mr. Salmon, a gentleman who has rendcd forty 
yean m the island (tf Jamaica, remarks : — 

"It Bccffls to mc, then, that if a roloured person 
dxMe to proTide for himselfi moderate labour will pro- 
care hhn all the ooccataries of life. How is it that 
noWf^-that at this time, — which is represented to Mr. 
UDderhill as of increasing distress, — as large an amount 
of cash is talien over the counter at the stores fw re- 
qou-ements for dress, and hoops, and bonnets, and cali- 
ooes, and ribbons, and boots and shoes, and ladles' and 
gentlemen's saddles, &c £c, as for many years past, and 
this in spite of the increaaing price? With increased 
price of imported articles our prices for ground provi- 
voDB hare gone up. Yams from 5$. per 100 lbs. to 6*., 
8a, and lOi. ; cocoes from 3i; aod 4a to Ss., 0«., and 
8a. These would pay well at 4*. Tobacco yields a 
crop of SOIL per acre, told b the narketa by the yard ; 
eon lolla readily ; poA and fowla u danand i and on 
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a market day, in the country, you will meet the 
casscs of five or six hogs, of 100 to 200 lbs. eadi* 
taken to market, and which are sold. It would be a 
difficulty to find out how a man can complain, if it 
were not known he prefers * sitting down ' to the doing 
anything, and that generally the money he gets for the 
labour he docs is spent in dancing and dress, and 
segars and pomatums. Noticing these particulars may 
be said to be trifling ; it may bc^ but they are truths, 
and ought to be known. If so distressed, — * the conti- 
nually increasing distress of the coloured population,'-^ 
how can be accounted for the large and increasing pro* 
prictorship of these persons in cattle, and espedally in 
horse kind ?— how are they purchased, and how is the 
pasturage paid where the owner has no land ? I myself 
had 80 head, the property of black and coloured people, 
at pasturage on one property. I say then the people 
as they arc are not starving, nor is the negro over- 
taxed, for he pays comparatively nothing; one penny 
per acre per annum tax on land, which cultivated will 
yield 10/. 6$. If he have a horse for his pleasure or 
profit he fays 16«. per annum, and taking provisions to 
market weekly carries not less than 10s, value.** 

The following extracts are from a letter written by 
the Hon. L. Q. Bowerbank : — 

**The gross immorality and lewdness, especially of 
the lower orders of the women, is perhaps the greatest 
curse with which the dty , if not the island, is affected ; 
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and the fearful prevalence of concubinage id m 
in both sexes, and the itatc of riot, diso] cr, and 
nesB, in which children grow up, are Bin< the i 
prolific causes of distress and poverty. 

" On several occssions i»i«; . i.Hve been made tt 
iDtroducc a Bastardy Dill to compel fathers to provide 
for their illegitimate children. Tlie attempt, however 
has hitherto failed in conscqiicDce of the detcnnini 
opposition offered to it by a very largo majority < 
tha numbeiB of the Home of Anembly. 



" That the lieentiousneM and groaa perverBiona of ~ 
the truth so common in the newapapen of the island, 
uixler the pie* of upholding the independence of the 
press, Mtd wbidi are, in too many inttanoes, conducted 
by men wbosa itatitMi in socie^, their antecedents, their 
■ocial and moral relotiims, nnfit them to act as censors 
for the pnUie, influence the conduct of the lower 



** I beliere that the iocreaie of crime is to be oe- 
counted for, not by the neoesuty of stamlion, or the 
£ulure of proriuon-grounds, or want of labour, or defi- 
dency of wages, but from a spirit of diahooesty, lore of 
plunder, idle and improndent h«biti« want of a juit 
appredatioDl of the rights of proper^, laxity of law 
aikd iopnm^ in dung wrang ; lore of ignorance viee^ 
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and vicious indulgences ; and the entire absence of all 
moral and religious feeling ; to which I would add, had 
example set by the better class, in an open and un- 
blushing manner, unknown in other British colonics or 
dependencies. 



** To speak of the people of Jamaica generally as 
naked and starving is simply untrue and absurd. That 
in some localities there may be scarcity and distress is 
not confined to Jamaica, but exists to as great an 
extent at home, and is by no means so increased here 
as to warrant the conclusion dra>vn from it 

*^ It is not true that the labouring class is too nu- 
mcrous for the work to be done. In Kingston, as I 
have already stated, carpenters cannot at times be 
found ; weeks elapse before the smallest piece of work 
can be done ; and then, for a bungling, incapable, and 
lazy artisan, you must pay three shillings per day. 
Labour is wanted all over the island ; but the high 
wages, and little work given for it, causes people to let 
alone all improvements. 

** In perusing Dr. Underhiirs letter I am at a loss to 
understand what he means when alluding to the Ja- 
maica Legislature. He alludes * to their unjust taxa- 
tion of the coloured population ; of their refusal of just 
tribunals; of their denial of political rights to the 
emancipated negroes.' After many years' residence 

u 
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licrc, uiid after sitting as a member of tiie House Oi 
As^mbly fur some three years, I feel bound in bonour 
and duty to ciLpreBs my opinion that the IIou^ of 
ibly is the curse of Jamaica. Still I am not piv 
1 ttM etiaigw be brings agiiiiat 1^ 
Mien ha cm nora ftiUj cxplun hit meaning." 

Fow or five jeui ago Dr. Underbill vintod the 
Uud of Jvuam at be leqiuat of dw IVeaanrer and , 
Ooanttee of the Bkpliit Wmoimrj Sode^. to i»- 
VBitigUa *'the religioin ooDditioa of the numeroM 
Biqitat ChurdM fbnned in the lalaoda of the Weit, 
etpedally as tliat condition had been affected by the - 
Act of EmancipatioD," and be took advantage of the 
opportunity to write a book. 'Die aubjoincd extncta 
■re worthy of note : — 

" Oenertdfy the peopU <f Jam^uea art great tkeeiven 
mdlian. It miglit bearcmnuitof elarcry influencei, 
but it seemed in most cases inherent in their character, 
almost a natural peculiari^. Among estates* feofh 
espedolly there are few individuals who, unless under 
intimidation, adhere to tho truth ; and the ministers 
oonfeas with sorrow and mortification their want of auo> 
ceaa in eradicating this oriL 

** Offences against the law eowist chiefly of petty 
larocnia ; graver crimes are few. The actual number 
of criminals u not large. The same individuals appear 
befim the magistralea again and again. There is a 
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great disregard for the sanctity of an oath in the courts 
of law, and perjury is frequent and manifest Thefwr^ 
the icidowB^ and the aged are often Vfone off than m 
the times of elaveri/. Then they were secure of some 
sort of support on the estates. Now, if they hare no 
relations to care for them, they become wrctcbedly 
poor and miserable. The negro is generally fiur finom 
being kind and charitable to his own race.'* 

At a gathering in St Thomas-in-the-Vale, Dr. Un* 
derhill met a large number of the residents of the 
mountains. But few of them, he says, worked on 
sugar estates. lie selected two men from the party, 
*' who were particularly intelligent in their remarks ; 
they had not worked on an estate for many years. 
They grcwcoirco for sale, and made sugar enough 
for their own use ; they ate bread every day, also salt 
fish and herrings ; and sometimes more than once a 
week they had fresh beef. Provisions, they said, were 
dear, but clothing was cheap. The soil of Jamaica, 
they said, was so rich that it did not require manure ; 
the deeper it was dug the richer it became. \Vhen the 
soil was exhausted, they preferred to occupy new 
ground; ai\cr it had been fallow a few years they 
often resumed its cultivation, but virgin land was so 
cheap and abundant in the mountains that it was more 
profitable to take it than to manure or clear old lands. 
They had no idea of keeping a cow ; they had no 
pasturage for one. Pigs and goats, the latter supply- 



l«i 



Un <V SDWABD Mm RUk 



» r ■ 



^•7 



Of tiiem irfA ittn[9 vidi tlieir doneitie anb^ One 
kid defw diildR»» the oCbir nine; both bid bid 
tUitMB. Tbqr Imd moil eomfertabty^ iiid eould 
iftfd ionietbuig fer timr iniiuster.'' Dr. Underbill 
bid ikeidjr reniriied, tbil tbe nijor {wrt of tbe 
popnlitionof tbe piriih leiided in tbe OMNmliun, ind 
enhifiled buids tbeie* 

On tbe iodioritjr ef a gendemen wboee ''pontion 
end duufnetaTy** Dr. Underiull tboiigbt» rendered hk 
obierfitieni ^wertfiy ef tbe grarest eomiderilioni* be 
mc n tiope diii ** irery niiny ettites in tbe district hid 
been thrown up, not on iccount of the want of capital, 
for in many instances they belonged to men of great 
wealth ;** and that ** two more would shortly swell the 
expanse of bush. They were no longer profitaUe, 
because the people who cultiTated them, when released 
from bondage, could better themselves, and naturally 
did sa If any amount of money were brought to bear, 
there are not hands to work, much less to reclaim them, 
unless hired at some enormous sacrifice. Of fifteen 
estates in the immediate neighbourhood, four only 
remained under cultivation, and two of these four but 
partiilly. During slavery they were amply supplied 
with labour, and carried on to their utmost limit The 
few remaining proprietors, still struggling to survive, 
have the utmost diflkulty in obtiuning labour when 
desired." 

In reference to every part of tbe island which Dr. 
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Undcrhill visited, he made the same remarks as to the 
dearth of labour for estate purposes, and the indepen- 
dence and thrift of the persons who became small 
settlers. 

What becomes now of his statements that the 
labour market for estates in Jamaica is overstocked, 
and that the settlers and others arc starving ? Can 
it be credited that the industry of the settler has 
ceased to render liim indcjiendcnt, and tliat numbers in 
consequence resorting to the labour market have made 
the supply too great for the demand ? Upon no other 
hypothesis is it possible to reconcile the statements we 
have quoted with those recently made by Dr. Under- 
hill^ 

In reference to the decay of cultivation in St Thomas- 
in-the-Valc, Dr. Underbill wrote : — 

*^ Careful and respectable men are not usually willing 
to work on sugar estates, or to suffer their families to 
do so." In another place — *' Few will labour on the 
estates for more than four days in the week, except in 
crop time, when they usually give a fifth day ; scarcely 
any will work on a Saturday. There are, in &ct, more 
than sufficient labourers, at least in St Thomas-in-the- 
Vale, for the extent of sugar cultivation now carried on, 
and the abundance reduces the rate of wages ; on the 
other hand, their labour is uncertain, is not always 

• Vide Parliamentary Dluo Book, ia oonobofRtioa of sU that is 
ttatod ooDoeming hia book. 
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anukUe at the tinie when it is moit required, and if 
Umited by timr liabit% fpedal ooeii|Mitioii8, and partial 
wanta."* Again be writci— ''The best organisatioD of 
labour for the planter i% undoobtodlyt that by which it 
ean be aeeored mth regularity as well as dieapoess; 
but this will only take place where the labourer de» 
ponds on the wages he ean eanu The uniToml pos- 
senon of pforisioo-grounds pretents tbi^ and so great 
is the dears to obtab land that a regular supply of 
labour can only now bo secured either through an 
artiBdal seardty of land, or by a rery large increase of 
population. To the question whether^ if sufficient 
wages were given to coTcr both the present wages and 
the value of the produce of the provision-grounds, they 
would give up their small holdingSi I received but one 
reply from the people : — No !'* 

It is in the face of the knowledge of facts such as 
these that Dr. Underbill denies the neccssitv for im- 
migration, and wishes small settlements to be en- 
couraged. What does he ask for but the annihilation 
of the planter ? 

Dr. Underhiirs book is fiill of statements like those 
quoted above ; and the tenor of all his remarks is to 
show that when on the spot, Dr. Underbill imbibed 
very nmilar impressions with regard to the portion, 
diarader, and conduct of the peasantry of Jamiuca to 
those eipressed in the extracts quoted from the docu- 
• ments critidttug hb letter to the Colonial Secretary. 



LIFE OF EOWABD JODN EYRE. 



167 



In every community there is always a certain amount 
of pau])cri8m ; there arc always aged, infirm, or diseased 
persons who require aid from tlieir friends or from the 
community ; but these classes were not more numerous 
in Jamaica than in otlier countries, except in so far as 
it is common in that island for relatives to desert and 
throw upon the ])aridh those members of tlieir family 
who are unable to support themselves; children thus 
constantly deserting their own parents when well able 
to support them ; and fathers almost invariably desert* 
ing their illegitimate children, leaving them enturely to 
the mother for support This latter circumstance of 
itself adds considerably to pauperism, as the large 
majority of children born in Jamaica are illegitimate. 

That Jamaica, prior to the insurrection, was generally 
in a most unsatisfactory state as regards its moral, 
social, material, and political interests, nobody denied. 
That deterioration, decadence, and decay were every* 
where noticeable, and the elements which ought to 
sustain and improve the national character, and promote 
the welfare and progress of the country, were gradually 
disappearing, every one connected with the island, and 
more especially Mr. Eyre, frankly allowed ; but it was 
due not to the causes assigned by Dr. UnderhilL The 
peasantry did not **' meet with every kind of discourage- 
ment to prosecute a means of support" There was no 
^ unjust taxation of the coloured population.** There 
was no '* refusal of just tribunals," and there was no 
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** denial of polidcal rip^hto to the emondpated negroes. " 
\Vhitc, black, and brown were all equally taxed ; while 
as to Apolitical rights** of the forty-seven Members of 
Assembly, more tlian one-half were black or coloured 
men. The Hon. Mr. Georges, writing on the subject, 
asks, ** NMio are our barristers, our officers in the 
Legislative Department, in the Customs? \Vho are 
our magistrates, inspectors of police, coroners, clerks 
of peace, and clerks of vestry, &C.? More than 
three-fourths are coloured men P 

Tlie extract from the speech of Mr. Whitelocke, 
upon which Dr. Underbill laid so much stress, was an 
opposition speech, for the purpose of inducing the House 
of Assembly to withhold additional revenue for his 
successors in office. So far, however, from the con- 
sumption of imports liaving decreased, on an average, 
for the five years prior to the rebellion, such consump- 
tion liad steadily increased. At the same time the 
labouring dasscs, by the cultivation of cofiee, honey, 
bees-wax, ginger, and other products, had thcmsdves 
largely added to the value of the general exports 
of the colony within the same period. Dr. Underbill 
asserted that there was *^ a general decrease of coin in 
drculaUon in Jamaica,** and ** an exportation of silver 
now regularly takes place.** The manager of the only 
bank in the island, in reply to this, states : ** I cannot 
say whether any or what amount of British silver has 
been exported from the island, but, if any, the extent 
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cannot be very great, and the present amount of British 
silver in this island is iar in excess of its requirenoents 
as a circulating medium.*' 

Very large sums were paid annually by the Colony 
for senrices of a charitable nature, for providing schools^ 
lor religious instruction, for the protection of life and 
property, and for the punishment of crime ; from all 
which outlay the peasantry, who constituted the man 
of the population, necessarily received their full share 
of advantage ; whilst they had no direct taxes to pay» 
" except on substantial property, such as the possession 
of houses above the annual value of 12/., animals, 
vehicles, or land, or upon certain produce if exported ; 
but all these charges were comparatively light The 
Reports called for by j\[r. Eyre abundantly proved 
that the peasantry largely possessed horses and other 
animals, carts and lands ; and tliey further showed that 
they generally managed to depasture their animals, free 
of cost, upon the lands of the larger proprietors ; and 
that where they bought or rented one acre of land they 
occupied and cultivated three or four more^ and, in 
many cases, actually sub-let lands which in no way 
belonged to themselves. Tliey were equally ready to 
evade the taxes, and very often succeeded. 

It will thus be seen that Dr. Underhiirs letter, from 
first to last, was written without a knowledge of feicts. 
No one will impute to that gentleman a deliberate 
intention to mislead the Colonial Office, but it is impo»* 



170 



Un or IMTABD JOBV ITBli 



Mb to deoy tliat be allowed Umeelf to bo made tbe 
loolof mdi dcaigniiig men as Gordwi and others Al. 
tbe miaery tbat aowed ittdf bioadcaat o?er the land 
was doe aolely to tbe ignorance, kUencM^ Tioe» supei^ 
atitioo and erime wbicb ao univenally proYailcd. Tbe 
clurf eane of all tbis efO was undoubtedly tbe total 

. want of parental control and proper discipline over 
cbOdren, tbe absence of any suitaUe early training, 
and tbe constant pr es en c e of evil example and in* 
iuence. 

Snce emancipation, vast sums had been expended 
in schools, and in affording religious instruction by 
different religious denominations. Great exertions bad 
been made by able, zealous, and good men; but it 
must be confessed that all— if not a lamentable failure 
so fiur as general results were concerned — ^had, up to the 
period of the insurrection of 1865, miserably fallen short 
of wliat might reasonably have been hoped for. The 
people were more idle, more immoral, more wanting in 

'anything like principle, and more vicious tlian at tlie time 
of emancipation ; and thus the labours, the sacrifices, 
and tbe expenditure of seven-and-twenty years had 
been comparatively thrown away. The records of the 
Courts of Justice, and the state of the gaols throughout 
tbe Colony, amply testified to thu unsatisfactory result 
To sum up the results of the inquiry in consequence 
of Dr. Underhiirs letter in a few words, it may be noted 
tbat idleness and vice, combined with tbe infamous 
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fiilsehoods propagated by designing agitatorsy were 
the ruling causes of the penury, nakedness^ and dis- 
tress. 

Since emancipation, the negro, so far ais he him- 
self is concerned, lias permitted his offspring to 
grow up neglected in mind, neglected in body, neg- 
lected as to education, neglected as to religion, neg- 
lected as to all moral principles and treatment, 
neglected in everything, in fact, and wilfully givea 
up to moral and spiritual ruin and destruction. The 
transition from slavery to unlimited freedom was too 
sudden. Experience was wanting in so momentous 
a matter ; and hence the great experiment, on which 
the whole world looked with expectant gaze, has proved 
a failure, involving alike in its ruin .planter and peasant, 
European and Creole. Tlie statesman who can point 
out the method by which the peasantry of Jamaica may 
be brought into habits of honest industry will deserve 
well of his country ; for with all the advantages the 
island affords, there is no excuse for petty theft, or 
cause for destitution of any kind or degree, save such 
as are inherent in the dispensation of Providence. 

The seditious teachings and preachings of Mr. 6. W. 
Gordon, and of others acting under his immediate 
directions, had produced a lamentable amount of dis- 
content of the most dangerous kind, when Dr. Under- 
hill*s pernicious and most unwarranted letter (as has 
been conclusively proved) arrived in the island, and 
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«as fauMdiald^ aeisei hold upon by GofdoD and 
odiss to ibriher tlieir own infiuDOOi de^piit. 

or the eftd of this letter, so bettor Uhistiition could 
be gsnak Ibn oii eertiici ftomaqieedi made by the 
Ber. a Ibk (a Uads man) at Uontego Bay, wheo 
oddramig a hoge aweiablige of people there. He 
flud:— 

* We an fcel the haiddiip ef the timesi but did not 
Inoir the canoe ef it Sonotbnco we go to bed, and in 
the i4gi^ we hear a rmnUing, bat we turn o u i ed fe i 
and do not know what the rumbling io. In the morn- 
ing one man meets another, and be asks, did you feel 
the earthquake last night? then we know what was 
the rumbling. Just so we all felt the hardship of the 
times, but did not know what was the cause. We did 
not know what the rumbling was until e?ery one asked, 
have you read Dr. Underhiirs letter? then we know 
what all the disturbance was, and the rumbling, that 
bring us here to-day.** 

Some of the papers reporting this meeting, say: 
** Wc confess we are unable to do justice to this speaker 
in our report His was the speech of the day ; and 
such was the ethd upon those whom he addressed, 
that he was cheered for some time after he had left off 
speaking.** 

It was at this meeting also that Mr. Henderson, a 
Baptist proadier, saki : * If estateo cannot give more, 
the peojie will have to^jwsoiiiipii €fth$ *hocklmiM! 
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and endeavour to improve tfteir eircumttanee^^ The 
Report of tho Royal Commission will show the riews 
entertained by tlic black population with regard to 
these ^ bach landed and that it also was a topic rela- 
tive to which the greatest excitement existed. 
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ClIAPTEB VIIL 

TtoE first fhiits of Dr. UnderhillV letter were shown by 
a petitioii addressed to her Majesty, purporting to be a 
statement of the distress and grieranocs under whidi 
the writcn^ ** certain poor pcojde'' (as tliey called them- 
seltes) of St Ann*s» considered they laboured, lliese 
deluded people, worked upon by designing demagogues, 
no doubt fully beliered that her Majesty's GoTcmment 
would directly contribute to their pecnninry relief. 
The reply of her Majesty was to the effect that the 
prosperity of the labouring classes depended in Ja- 
maica, and in other countries, upon their working for 
wages, **not uncertainly or capriciously, but steadily 
and continuously," and warned the petitioners against 
pladng any reliance in schemes suggested to them by 
designing persons. 

This reply was declared to be ** a lia" The peti- 
tioners were taught to belicTe that it had never ema- 
nated from the Queen, but was the work of Governor 
Eyre himself who had never forwarded their petition 
to its proper destination. 

Almost immediately after this petition a meeting 
was held at Kingston, at whidi G. W.Gordoo pro- 
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sided; and amongst the resolutions then passed the 
following will be found: — *'Tbis meeting calls upon all 
the descendants of Africa, in erery parish throughout 
the island, to form themselves into societies, and hold 
public meetings, and co-operate for the purpose of set- 
ting forth their grievances." 

The consequences of these meetings were that others 
were convened all over the island, for the purpose of 
convincing the negroes that they were being trampled 
upon and defrauded. Mr. Eyre considered that it 
would be a great public advantage to make generally 
known the very just sentiments expressed, and the 
excellent advice given, in the reply of the Queen to 
the '* starving people of St. Ann's,*' and he tliercfore 
directed it to be published in tlie * Government Ga* 
zctte' and in the local newspapers, in the hope of allay- 
ing the irritation and correcting the misrepresentations 
which had originated in consequence of Dr. Underliill*s 
letter. 

This proceeding was entirely approved of by Mr. 
Cardwcll, in a despatch dated August 4th, 1865. It 
was subsequently considered, both by Mr. Eyre and 
his Executive Committee, that, as there were so many 
districts in which the newspapers were not seen, it 
would be better to print the reply in the form of hand- 
bills, and have it distributed and posted in all parts of 
the Colony. This was accordingly done, and 50,000 
copies were thus circulated by means of the custodes^ 
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the justices, the ministers of religion of all dcoominii* 
tjons, the inspectors of police, and other persons. 
There were only a few refusals to circulate the reply, 
and they all emanated from the parish of St James, one 
of the three districts where disaffection was currently 
reported to exist, and in which it was thought prudent 
to take precautionaiy measures to guard against any 
possible aggresuons. 

It is quite dear that if men of any education, rending 
amongst an ignorant, debased, and excitable popula* 
tioo, took npon themselves to endorse and reiterate 
assertions such as those in Dr. Uiiderhill's letter, to 
the effect that the peojtic were starving, ragged, or 
naked ; that their addiction to thieving was the result 
of extreme poverty ; that all their troubles arose from 
taxation being too heavy ; that such taxation was 
unjust upon the coloured population ; that tliey were 
refused just tribunals, and denied all political rights— 
Uut sucli persons did their best not only to make the 
labourer discontented, but stimulated sedition and 
resistance to the Uws and constituted authorities. 
Moreover, it must be home in mind the state of agita- 
tion that prevailed. 

In the month of July, 18G5, an iosurrectioa was 
aotidpated. To use the words of Professor Tyndall, 
in hit admirable letter to the Jamaica Committee,* 
"the colony then resembled the dried grass of a 
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pnurie, ready to be set on fire from bcgiuning to end 
by a spark of sueoessful insturrection." Governor 
Eyre received from all parts of the island reports 
of tlie most startling description ; reporta, in ftct« pre* 
cisely similar to those received by the English Govern- 
ment immediately prior to the suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act in Ireland. Illegal drillings were reported 
all over the country ; seditious meetings, under the 
immediate control of some of the worst and most un- 
principled agitators, were being held; negroes were 
being enlisted ; and arms and ammunition were being 
collected and concealed in many of the disafieded 
districts. 

But lest any doubt be thrown upon these statements, 
it may here be mentioned that in July and August of 
1865 ^Ir. Eyre wrote to the Colonial Office, expressing 
his belief that an insurrection would, l)efore long, take 
place in the island, and added, moreover, in one 
despatch, that it was his ** fiim conviction that the day 
will come when Jamaica will become little better than 
a second Ilayti." 

That he had justifiable grounds for arriving at these 
conclusions the following evidence will testify. Mr. 
Salmon, the Custos of St Elixabeth, and President of 
the Legislative Council, wrote, on July the 22nd : ** I 
think it my duty to inform your Excellency that tlie 
minds of many persons in this parish are distressed by 
rumours of intended disturbances by the negroes. 

N 
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Aaoag fliew, the rentiDg the {wjnieiit of tuM, and 
the appnpriatioii of Imds to thor own ne, are nid to 
faa Uxir ewij-tbiy oonidention. ... It ippean 
to ne quite new— ly that a ttrong band abould at 
ooee airat a qtirit now abroad, and whkb requires to 
ba floai|idlcd to fear the law, and retpeet the ri^bi* 
and •eeurity of the oommumtj. Hie despoteh from 
Mr, Cardwell, in reply to the SL Ano'a Blemorial to 
the Quran, it rcpreaentcd bcre an a &lw maiwup." 

Mr. Hadflon, magiatnte of Spring Vale, «i the 
20th July, sajri: — "I tliink it incumbent on me to 
infonn you of nrporta of a serious nature which are in 
drculation in my neiglibourhood. For the post few 
weeks there have been nimoun of a robcllion among 
the peasantry, but I did not attach any importance to 
them, but concaved they originated from want of 
undcntanding the causes of the recent meetings held 
in this and other adjacent parishes, uaUl lately I have 
been h^t, by sufficient information, to bclicTC they are 
more than pawing reports, and which require some 
notice. It appears that there is an or^nized plot 
among the people in this ridnity for a rebellion about 
tbe carlf part of August ensuing. I do not think it 
would be wise to treat these rumours merely as idle 
talea,- 

Mr. Grearcs, a magistrate liring in the Strype 
Savannah, almost antirely tbe property of smalt settler^ 
gave infomatkn that aereral of tbe small proprietors 
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in his neighbourhood had let him know that they were 
fully aware that on the first day of August a large 
body of negroes from the neighbourhood, assisted fay 
others from all parts of the country, had determined 
on proceeding to Black River, accompanied by their 
wives and the women of the neighbourhood, and that 
the purpose was, that the women should take anything 
they required from the stores. The people alleged that 
they had been informed tliat the Queen had sent a 
large sum of money to be laid out in the purchase of 
lands to be divided among them. They also said that 
they had been told they were to be made slaves 
again. 

On the 24th July, Mr. Raines Smith, senior member 
of the Executive Committee, from November, I860, 
up to March, 1863, writes : — " I wished, the other day, 
to put you in possession of information which Dr. 
M'Catty had, the day previous, communicated to me, 
which was that his dispenser had received a letter from 
St James, in which allusion was made to *a^ great 
thing which was to be done in St. James in August' 
There is undoubtedly a spirit of disaffection abroad, 
and the remarks dropped here and there lead to the con- 
viction that the people are ripe for mischief." Writing 
subsequently to Governor Eyre, Mr. Smith says:— r 
'* Considerable excitement has, for some time, existed 
in this parish, in consequence of rumours of a rising of 
the peasantry in this and some other parishes of the 
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oooatiy, to Mieb an eztent that muj famiUet liave fled 
from tbeir boowi aeeking tatetj." 

Mr. Vidcn, CnMot of WMttnnrdand, writM :— 
"CoimderaUe alun pranula amoDgit the gcntlemeD 
lieiiliiia near die eonfinee of tfait puiih, frou tbe 
Hrioua reports wludi daily RMb them fnmi the «c|j** 
ocBt puuh. Thk hM been Aawa hj tbe ipplicatioo 
mde to tbe neicbuti of SaTaimah-la-Uar far gim- 
powdcr for the purpote of ■eV-defenee." 

Mr. Manley, jntke of tbe peaces writes on the. 
27th July:— 

** I deem it my duty, as tbe only resident justice of 
the peac« in the New Saranna neighbourhood, to bring 
to your honour's notice certain rumours tliat liave come 
to my knowledge, to couGrm what passed on Friday 
last at Black lUver aa to the intended rebellious rising 
among certain indisposed parties in tliis parish. From 
what I can learn, the focua will be the parish of 
St James, extending to this quarter, met and supjxirted 
by those from tlio Holland and V. S. districts. If there 
are any disposable public arms in Black River, I would 
(if your boouur should so consider it requiute) request 
an order for mch a supply as could bo spared, so that 
I might, as a somewhat jRotecUon for property here, 
place tbera in the hands of such parties as xai^t be 
trusted. I send this by our head eonstaUe, Adam 
Smitb, who will better and more Ailly eiplain than I 
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The statement of Adam Smith was as foUows : — 
Adam Smitb*9 Statement. 

** Adam Smith, head rural constable, New Saranna 
district, says, the constant conversation in the New 
Savanna neighbourhood is, that the St James* and 
Westmoreland people are to meet some company finom 
St. Eliziibeth, and that they are coming to bum down 
the gentlemen's estates and liouses, as they can't get 
anything to do ; that they sent word to Dr. MOatty's 
dispenser (who is a Lucca black man) to come away 
from St. Elizabeth and join them, and tliat as they 
liked Dr. ^I'Catty, and did not wish to injure him, he 
must go away. A negro on Y. S. Estate Bridge, told 
William Stewart, a rural constable, that as soon * as 
August come, they would know what to do with him, 
and his badge and his stiff; that the buckras had gun, 
and the negro masdieat and fire-stick.' Stewart also 
says the people have constant night meetings in the 
Y. S. and Holland district He, Stewart^ haa con- 
stantly heard in the market, and people have told him, 
that they will have a war ; they have determined on it 
He inquired of Smith what the constables were to do. 
Private Mackenzie, of the police at Black River, told 
me this morning that a man told him that when the 
war commenced he was the first man he would kill in 
August" 
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Spam pravoito the ponilHUtj of quoting fitrtber m- 
denee to ibov tbe lUte the ithiid wm in fgor uontbt 
beftm die ioHunctkm actiiall; braks out H. M. 
SUpi 'Bulldog' and 'Cadmui,' and tbe gwnboati at 
iba diqxwal of tbe Commodore commanding tbe ita- 
tioQ, were Mnt to cniiae roand tlie iilaud, and with 
ordera to land men at anj moment tbcy migbt be 
leqnircd j the Earopean iahal»t«nt% conacioiu of im- 
pendiog danger, flonmeDced arming tbeniaelrea and 
diacBwing tbe bert eonne to adopt for tb«r mutual 
pKMTTation ; and Mr. Ejre, with the oonKiouineia 
of what prcrious negro indumctiona bad bcea like, 
with Hayti in doec [WDximity, and with a mere handful 
of tnx^ scattered in isolated bodies over an immcnae 
tract <^ mountainous country, difficult to be commu- 
nicated with, bad to ponder in his own mind the best 
course to pursue for tbe jjcncral safety of the entire 
colony. 

It waa at this critical period that Hr. Gordon's eril 
influence and ^stem of agitation now began to man!* 
fest tbcmeclrcs. There is abundant evideneo that* 
during tlie months of July and August, he travelled 
round the island bidding meetings and stirring up sedi- 
tion whererer he could. It is sworn that in the parish 
of Vere be told tbe ezdted audience that surrounded 
bim ** to do as tbe IlayUans had donai" The Custoe 
of Trelawney reporta that, in August, Mr. Gordtm ol>- 
tained aa oppoftunity of addressing tbe congregation of 
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the Baptist Chapel in Fahnouth ; hut ** in oonaequenoe 
of the seditious advice and inflammatoiy language 
indulged in by him, he was stopped in his harangue, 
and was prevented by tlie Rev. Mr. Lea (the minister 
attached to the chapel) from continuing his impn^ier 
course/' and that he pursued the same system ** in the 
Presbyterian Kirk at Green Island, where lie was alao^ 
for tlie like reason, checked and compelled to dis- 
continue his address.^ 

Mr. Trench, Inspector of Revenues, met Gordon 
during the months of July and August, travelling in 
dificrent parishes, and learnt horn himself that be had 
been addressing the people. Mr. Trcncli remarks :— 
*' From the character of the resolutions passed at 
these meetings, I have little doubt that sedition was 
abundantly inculcated in the minds of the people by 
the inflammatory harangues of Mr. Gordon and others 
who addressed them, for indeed there was no occasion 
or subject upon wliich Mr. Gordon addressed an 
audience that he did not level the most scurrilous 
invective against all authority, whether ecclesiastical or 
official." 

Just about the time the Government were expecting 
an outbreak near Black River, Mr. Gordon was at* 
tempting to purchase a Confederate schooner, with 
arms and ammunition, for the purpose, as stated 
by Lieutenant Edenborough, the Commander of the 
schooner, of landing Haytians, arms, and ammunitioD 
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at Black RiTer, and Mr. Gordon wpoke of " a new Wett 
Indian Republic." 

lieutenant Edcnborough was prepared to swear aa 
to hi* identitjr, and, even whilst the Royal CMnmissioD 
was sitting, volunteered to leave England and go to 
Jamaica, at great personal inconvenience, for the par- 
pnee of giving evidence.* 

The following important documents arc reprinted 
from the Blue Book, but no reference whatever is made 
to them in the Report of the Royal Commissioners : — 

" 2^ Sight ffonourahU Edward CardwtU to 
Qgvemor Eifre. 

" Dowsing Sticel, Doc IS, 1SC5. 

"Sib, 

" I transmit to you, for your informntlon, the 
copy of a letter from Mr. II. B. Edcuborough, late 
Deutcnant in the Confederate States Navy, coramn- 
nicaUng the substance of a convcreation which he had 
with the late G. \V. Gordon, in June lasL 

" I have, Ac, 
"(Signed) EswAns Cahdwku. 
■ Oattian Eyra, *t" 

* AHtuoini; fr« ■ mrraent tint Llenleiwnt Edraboroug^ wu 
miitakva M lo Iba idenlity nt 0«Tdnn. the nf^Ir fiict ■till muiiii^ 
tbat mar nta eiHlaaTound In enter into urgiitiiitioiii vitli the Con- 
lUenta officer to land wnu, ilorea, <&, at Black Ritit, tlicRbf 
■bowing UM there were otiwr tinglMileia ttt khm weiglit and ii»- 
flneaM M(ig«d In Um ccMfi rxy to tarn lb* iiUnd into * wnnd 
Bqrti. 
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" Lieutenmt Edmhomigh to Mr. Seentary 
CardwelL' 

" a, SbclBeM Ganleiw, Kc■ufalKtal^ W, 
-TiiMd^r.Dce.ll,186». 
"SiH, 

"The evidence to which I referred in my letter 
to you of the 2U[)i ult, connecting certain Haitian 
negroes witli the rebel Gordon, and vliich you desire I 
should fumisli you witli, is tluit in Juno last* at 
Kingston, Jamaica, for a few days having landed firmn 
a vessel, the property of the Confederate States of 
America, which reiiinincd in the offing ; whilst in 
Kingston I was called upon by Gordon, who said be 

* Tiio elHivo (wmmunieotion wna icnl dirvet lotho Srcnluyof 
Bbito fnr IIh3 Culiiiiioii, niiil ntrwanlnl bj liiro olSciklljr to lbs 
Oovcrnot of Jiuimiai (Sir II. Slorktit. but no effort «na muio bf 
tbo boHM HiitliuritioB U> pbLiiii rmtltcT detail* from Lieut Edan- 
borougb. IIu wus not teat out to Jmuaks tn gin •rhlctm^ m* b« 
«n;Ut to Imrc been, nnr iliit tbc Guveramciit diirct tbo Hofal Com- 
miiiiioncrs U-rnro lt«viiig Erigluud tn laku bii evidcDce, tAcs tatOf 
atlaiHalilt. Wiiou the olUeinl enntmuiik'atHid of Liout. Kdrabocoogb 
wo* received in Ibe eutony. tlimugh llw Secreliiry of State fer Ibe 
Coloniea, anil it waa known tint a ConioiiMion of Inquiry waa afaoot 
to lit in Jiinuiira, tl:e Kiccuiin) Gunmittoo gavo dinjetion* br 
Iiienlenant Edenliemugb to bo neat (or, u Acfcad voluKlttrtd la (mm. 
UnfortunDlrlr, tlw inilruclioni wem aciit to a RenticniaD in En^and 
wlio «B* binucir ubout to rclum to Jniiiaica, and who had aetnallj 
laiied fiom I^ngiand bcfiira tlio initnicticmi ivaebed it; eauoqusnlljr 
lieutenant HJlcuboraugli waa not obtuincd. and wliea Ibe Dtaoinjaga 
of tbe iTutruclioiu tiiia Icnoura in tbo colony, it «aa tbea loo fata to 
■end (GaiD mi m to liavo olilnined liim bebn tlie CommiMina Ixoka 
up. It vat aoat certainly tbe iluly of Ibe Home Govcnmcnt wba 
bad him fa Katibini), and wera id commuQication with iiim, ta ban 
esliauted ibo aubjoct, or to have Mot him oat to Ji 
•mined by the Hoyal C 
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was connected witli tlic GoTemmcDt of the island, lie 
stated he understood it was my desire to dispose of the 
TCEsc) and anuamcnl, the war being concluded, and said 
be wished to purchase the anns on board and the 
vessel, a beautiful clipper schooner. If po^ible. The 
anus he wished to purchase consisted of breech -loading 
ntlcs, nine shooting pistols, hand grenades, small toi^ 
pedocs, and whatever accoutrements, fixed ammunition, 
and gunpoHcIcr there might be on board, lie wisli«.'d 
them to be laiulcd on thn south side of the island, in 
the neighbourhood of ' Black River.' lie expressed 
himH-lf as a strong sjmpntiiiscr with the Confederate 
States in their struggle for independence. 

" On kiiming that I intended sending the crew of the 
schooner to Enghind, on hoard a vessel then Iving in 
Anolto Hay, on the north side, he proposed to charier 
the vessel for a vovagc to the island of Great Inagua, 
and back, there to receive on hoard a certain refugee 
Hayliau general, and one or two others, and to touch 
at St Nicholas Mole, Hayti, for another, on the return 
voyage ; a ijunntity of arms and powder, which he 
stated had arrived at Inaguii, from tlic United States, 
were al«o to be brougbt down to Jamaica, and landed 
in the neighbourhood of Black River. 

"He was accompanied at the time by a bright 
mulatto, whom be introduced to me as a ' (jencral,* 
and whom I frequently saw afterwards in Kingston, 
where he rcsidea. He referred me to a mercantile 
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house of credit in Kingston, who would become the 
purcliaser of tlie rcsscl and armament, or the voyage to 
Inagua should be made, both of which I declined. 

" I was then under tlic impression he was connected 
with the Dominicans against Spain, as, in his conrerBa- 
tion, he and his Ilaytian friend inquired the prao> 
ticability of converting oi'dinary small boats into tor- 
pedo rams against war-vessels blockading ports, &c 
I imagined then lie referred to tlic Spanish eqnadroa 
blockading the coast of Saa Domingo, and that he waa 
in conjunction with certain Ilaytians, organising ao 
expedi^on in tlic cause of San Domingo at Black 
River. He spoko of a * New West India Rcjmblic' 

"When the hite news from Jamaica arrived, cod* 
necting him with tlie insurrection, I deemed it my 
duty to make you acquainted with these facta before 
leaving England, and regretting that ahscnoe {wo* 
vented my placing myself and crcv at the disposal of 
Governor Eyre. 

" I have, &c, 
" (Signed) Henry B. Esenboroqoii, 
" Lieutenant late Confed^aU StaUt Navg, 
" Tha BiRlit Hon. Eilward Cuilwell, 
•* Colooiitl SconUrjr," 

" Extraet from Log of Confederate Stata' SAotmer 

' Bapp^-gthLuckji' 

^'May 31.— • • ' • At Port Paix, Haiti. 

The cruise being at an end, disarmed the schooner 
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bj $(toimDg the Bhkdey gun m ber hold, and taOed 
Imt Jamaiea to amnge a paaiage to England for tbo 



•^Jtme 7.— Off Port Royal Boarded by pilot, who 
look me ashore and advised aochoring schooner under 
lee of Lime Key. I took lodgings in the town of 
Kingston, and made inquiries as to Tessels bound to 
any English port Heard of ono loading at Anotto 
Bay. A negro boy broup:lit a note to say that a 
gentleman denred to sec me at Groome's IXmng 
Booms; went there and found *the gentleman* to be a 
swell mulatto, who introduced himself as the Honour- 
able Mr. Gordon, and stated that he was connected 
with Government, was a strong Confederate, and had 
been iutenvtcd in blockade-running operations with 
Galveston. With Gordon was a dark mulatto, intro- 
duced as * my friend. General Profct, of Haiti, a gallant 
soldier, brave as a Hon.* Gordon said that, hearing I 
had an armed sdKx>ner for sale, he had sent for me to 
propose an arrangement which he thought would be 
satisfactory to me, both as to the arms and the schooner, 
which he would either buy or charter, but tliat he must 
not appear in the transacdon, owing to his connection 
with Government He inquired what arms were on 
board, and said he supposed there was a lot of rifles. 
I told him that there were not many firearms, but that 
there was powder, filed ammunition, and cutlssses 
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Gordon expressed a great deure to amiifre for the 
purchase of tlie anns and ammuaUion, for which a high 
price would be given ; that be would guarantee the 
payment, and referred to a mercantile firm iu Kingston 
OS to his responsibility. lie proposed that the arms 
and ammunition sliould be delivered at Black River ; 
said be would provide a pilot to take the schooner from 
her ancliorage at Lime Key by tlic inside ]tassag^ m 
her draft uf water was light ; tliat a person shouhj meet 
her, and tlmt she need not anchor, at tlic arms would 
be put into a buut which should he sent off, so there 
could be no difficulty, Gordon and Profct asked many 
questions as to the use of torpedoes, and particularly if 
they could be used in ordinary ships' boats, not pro- 
pelled by steam, but row-boats. Gordon hearing that 
the crew yrcro about to be sliippod for England, in* 
quired if there were any Americans among them who 
would take service where they wouhl be well paid. He 
said that if the sale of arms was carried out, he would 
charter the schooner to proceed to Magna to take on 
board a cargo of arms and ammunition from the United 
States, to be delivered at Block River. I said I would 
think it over. The next day I saw Gordon again, and 
declined both proposals, as I was very desirous to get 
hack to England at once. I thought at the time that 
the proposal was connected with the Hutian movement, 
but on asking General Profet If Soulouque was at tbe 
bock of it, he replied, ' Oh no ; be is a damned old fboL* 
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"June 10. — Went off to the icbooner, brought her 
in, and anchored here in Port Royal Harbour, aloug' 
aide U.M.S.' Aboukir/ Went on board and reported 
mjKlf to the Commodore Crossed the island to 
Anotto Day, and secured panage in the 'Jane Doul,' 
loading for London. 

"•Time 15; — Took the schooner round to Anotto Bay. 

** June 26. — Shipped the men on board the ' Jane 

Dooi; 

-June 29, — Schooner sulcd for Cuba. 

"Juljf 5. — Chased by brigantine showing Yankee 
colours off the 'Grand Cayman.' Set fire to schooner, 
abandoned her, and landed in tlic boat on ' Grand 
Cayman.' Obtained passage to Aspinwall in small 
coasting schooner. Sailed for Jamaica. 

"Julj/ 3t. — Sailed from Anotto Bay for London." 

Tlic Parliamentary Blue Books contain numerous 
papers, showing the connexion cxi&ting between Mr. 
Gordon and other conspirators, evidencing that all 
were engaged in combination to madden the people 
and bring about a rebellion. 

One of them is sworn to have stated in August that he 
" could swear tliat in less than five years there would not 
be a while man in Jamaica ; tlutt the black men would 
not hurt the while ladies, but have them as their wives, 
and just do with them as they did in Ilayti ;" and subse- 
quently to the rebellion the same man is sworn to have 
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stated that the blacks '* took the wrong way to do it ; 
they should have set the fire-stick ;** that they were 
*' damned fools for attempting to destroy the white and 
coloured people in the way they were doing ; the better 
way would be for them to agree throughout tlie island, 
and in one night massacre them ; that tlie blacks sliould 
go to each estate in parties, when they might easily 
murder them all ;** and another individual states that 
' he was writing editorial articles in his paper, ** to second 
the noble exertions of the Vere people. What I desire 
is to shield you and tliem from the charge of anarchy 
and tumult that in a short time must follow thene 
powerful demonstrations." Amongst papers found 
were lists of names of about 120 persons in Vere, and 
the lists were headed — '^ Names of persons enlisted for 
the volunteers.*' These had no connexion with any 
volunteers enrolled by or known to the Government. 
Similar lists of persons in St. Thomas-in-the-£ast were 
found amongst Mr. Gordon's papers. 

There is evidence to show that before the outbreak 
in St. Thomas-in-the-£ast many captains were ap» 
pointed, and 50 men told off to each, who ad* 
ministered oaths to them, and drilled them. 

Such was the dangerous state of affairs, when the 
following proclaniatioa was placarded about the iMurisbes 
of St Ann's and St. Thomas-in-the-£ast This pro- 
clamation was traced to have emanated from G. W. 
Gordon. 
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'' JSiaU of the liland. 

^ People of St Ann's. 
Poor people of St Ann's. 
Starving people of St Ann's. 
Naked people of St Ann's. 

** You who Iiave no sugar estates to work on, nor can 
find other employroenty we call on you to come forth ; 
eren if you be naked, come forth, and protest against 
the unjust representations made against you by Mr. 
Goremor Eyre and his band of custodcs. You don't 
require custodcs to tell your woes ; but you want men 
(rce of Government influence ; you want honest men ; 
you want men with a sense of right and wrong, and 
who can appreciate you. Call on your ministers to 
reveal your true condition, and then call on heaven to 
witness, and have mercy. 

•• People of St Tliomas-in-the-East, you have been 
ground down too long already. Shake off your slotli, 
and speak like honourable and free men at your meet- 
ing. Let not a craily Jesuitical priesthood deceive you. 
Prepare for your duty. Remember the destitution in 
the midst of your families, and your forlorn condition. 
The Government have taxed you to defend your own 
rights against the enormities of an unscrupulous and 
oppressive foreigner — Mr. Gustos Ketelhodt* You 

* B«foo KeteUiodt was one of the flnt sngled oat (or muman 
•I the Cowl HooM. 



UfS OF EDWARD JOHIT ETRE. 193 

feel this. It ii no vondcr you do. You have been 
dared in this provoking act, and it is Bufficicnt to 
extingiiish your long patience. This is not the time 
whon such deeds should be perpetrated ; but as thej 
have been, it is your duty, to speak out, and to act 
too ! Wc advise you to be up and doing ; and to 
tnaintain your cause, you must be united iu your 
efforts. The causes of your distress are many, and now 
is your time to review them. Your custos, ve leam, 
read at the last vestry tlie despatch from Mr. Cud* 
«cll, which he seemed to tliink should quiet you. But 
how can men with a sense of wrong in their bosoms be 
content to be quiet under such a reproadiful de- 
spatch ? 

" Remember that ' he only is free whom the truth 
makes free.' You are no longer skves, but free men. 
Then, as free men, act your part at the meeting. If 
the conduct of tlie custos in wishing the despatch to 
silence you be not an act of imprudence, it certainly is 
an attempt to stiBe your free expression of opinions. 
Will you suSer tliis ? Are you so short-sighted that 
you cannot discern the occult designs of Mr. Costoa 
Ketclhodt? Do you see how, at every Vestry, he puts 
off the cause of the poor until the board breaks up, and 
nothing is done for them ? Do you remember how be 
has kept the small-pox money, and otherwise mis-distri- 
buted it, BO that many of the people died in want and 
miseiy, while he withheld the relief? Uow that be 
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gave the mooej to his own fnendsyand kept it hiniBelfy 
ioitead of diitributingit to the doctors and nunistcrs of 
religion for the poor? Do you peroeiTe bow he shields 
MesHi. HcTKhel and Codce* in all their improper 
acts? You do know how deaf he is on some occasions 
and how quick of hearing on others. Do you remem* 
ber his attempting tyrannical proceedings at the eleo- 
tiODS? But can you and the inhabitants of St Thomas- 
iD*the-East longer bear to be afflicted by this enemy to 
your peace ; a Gustos whose feelings are foreign to 
yours? Do your duty at the meeting to be held. 
Try to help yourselveSy and beaTcn will help you. 

•• More anon I" 

Tlio publication of this incendiary document, coupled 
with wamingSi offidal and anonymous, from all parts 
of the colony, put Qovemor Eyre somewhat on bis 
ji^nl, though he was scarcely prc|)ared for the terrible 
blow dealt by the rebels on the lltb October. 



* IIcMH. Hcncfael mid Cooke were aim emoogit the first rnur- 
tlcied bj the inftirieted negroes. Of tlie former Gordon was heard 
to say. Just prior to tbo ootbreak, ** That fellow Herschd talks a 
great deal loo mneh, and owfki to hat9 ki$ tomgm cut out,** whidi . 
Atrac^jr was actaaUy poipetvaled apon the unfortunate gentlonan. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Oit the morning of Wedncedny, the 11th October, < 
Mr. Eyre received a letter at Spanish Town troai the 
Boron von Kctclhodt, CuBtoe of SL Thomas-ia-tbe* 
East, written the prcvioiu evening from Morant Baj, 
to inform him that Bcrious diaturhaacca were appre- 
hended, and to request that troops miglit be sent Ibe 
circuustanccfl Btated in the Baron's letter were to the 
effect that, on Saturday the 7th October, whilst a black 
man was being brought up for. trial before the justices, 
a large number of the peasantry, armed with bludgeon^ 
and preceded by a band of muwc, came into the towui 
and, leaving the mu^c at a little distance, surroutided 
the Court-house, openly expressing their dctcnnination 
to rescue the man about to be tried, if convicted. One 
of the party having created a conudcraUc disturbanca 
in the Court>house, was ordered into custody, whereupon 
the mob rushed in, rescued the prisoner, and maltreated 
the policeman in attendance. No further ityury ap- 
pears to have been done at this time, and the magia- 
tratcs seem to have thought n little of the occurrcace 
that no steps were taken to communicate with the 
Executive. 
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On Mondiy, tbe 9th October, the justices iasucd 8 
wBTTant for the apprehension of twenty-eight of the 
principal persons concerned in the disturbance of Sotur- 
daj, and confided it to six policemen for execudon. 
Upon the arnTsl of the police at the ecttlcmcnt where 
the parties liTcd (called "Stoney Gut," and aboiit 
three or foof miles from Morant Bay), a shell was 
blown, and the negroes collected in large numbers, 
armed with gims, cutUsses, jukes, and bayonets. They 
caught and ill-treated three of the policemen, putUng 
them in handcuffs and adminiBtcring to tlicm an oath 
upon a Bible, which they had ready, biniiiiig tlicm to 
desert the whites and join their (that is, the black) 
party. 

Governor Eyre lost no time, on receiving tbe Baron 
Ton Kctelhodt's letter. lie immediately sent for the 
Executire Committee, and, after a hurried consultation 
with them and with the Attomcy-Goneral, an express 
was sent over to Kingston, rctjuesting the General com- 
manding her Majesty's troops to get ready 1 00 men for 
immediate embarkation, and an express was also sent off 
to Captain Dc Horsey, senior naval officer at Port 
Boyal, to r(X|UGst tltat if posuble a man-of-nar might 
at once be sent up to Kingston, to receire troops and 
take them tu their destination. Captiun De Horsey at 
once got ready his own ship, the ' Wolverine,' and in 
tbe course of eiglit hours from the time the news was 
first rec^ved by Mr. Eyre, the troops were on their 
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road. Uafortunatcl;, in the meanwhile, on ii 

had broken out, and a bloody nuuaacre bad takeo 

place. 

Id consequence of the riotous bchariour of the black 
people from Stoncy Gut and neighbourhood on the 
preceding Saturday an outbreak of some kind was 
atiUcipatcd at the vestry meeting at Monut Baj oo 
the Wednesday, and every gentleman accordingly went 
down to the place well armed ; but iostcad of takii^ 
their weapons of defence with them into the Court- 
bouse, tliey foolishly left them at dificrent bouses in 
the Bay. The Volunteers had also been ordered oat 
by tlie Custos, and H^re marched down to the Court, 
bouse, having had ten rounds of ammunition served oat 
to each man. 

At the vestry everything went on quietly till about 
three o'clock, the only peculiarity noticeable being the 
absence of Mr. G. W. Gordon, whose duty it was to 
be present, and who invariably made it a rule never to 
absent himself from any of the "meetings. 

The ominous warnings and threats of the negroes to 
many of those in the Court-house, and also to the 
Volunteers when marching into Moront Bay, created 
great uneasiness in the mind of Captam Hitchina, and 
he objected to the Volunteers under his command 
leaving their posts even for a minute to get re&eah- 
ment. His uneasiness was not without cause, for 
suddenly ilr. Arthur Cooke (one of the recttw'a aom) 
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eaate gallopn^ at full ipced ocron the parade to the 
Coort-faotue, shooting oat, "Thejr arc coming I tiiey 
are coming t the rebels arc coming in hundreds I — the; 
an upon jrou T Scijcant McGowan at onoe ordered 
the bugler to sound the alarm, and the Volunteers stood 
firm at thrir posts, fully prepared for any emergency. 
Prior to this tbe rebels had attacked and sacked the 
police-station, and seized upon all the anns and am- 
munition. Sctnng the Volunteers drawn up in front of 
tbe Comi-house, tbe negroes, to the number of 700, 
armed with mugkcls and fixed bayonets, cutlasses, fish- 
Bpean, long poles with bill-hooks Bccurcly attached to 
tbem, stones, bottles, &c, led by a negro carrying a 
{HStol in his band, advanced across tlic court-yard, with 
horns and shells blowing, and with drums beating. 

The members of the Tcstry, in the meanwhile, bad 
rushed to the door of the building, and Boron von 
Retelhodt, the Custos, addrewed tlie rebels, bcscechiRg 
tfacm to keep the peace. The reply was, " We wont no 
peace," accompanied with a showcrof stones and bottles. 
Captain Ilitcbins, Serjeant McGowan, and several 
others were ecrerely hurt, and their hands and faces 
covered with blood. One of the Volunteers (James 
Ross) was struck down senseless, one of his eyes 
being cut out and hanging down his cheek. He was 
carried to one (A the lower rooms of the Caurt-hoofle, 
where be died. Stilt tbe Custos withheld the reading 
of tbe Biot Act, and wared a white handkerchief to 
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show that he vanted peace This waa met iritb shout* 
of derision, and the negroes at once commonced striking 
at the weapons of the Volunteers, yelling out the matt 
diabolical threats, and hurling stones and brickbats at 
the windows of the Court-liousc. At last the Riot Act 
was read, and, many of tlie volunteers being seriouily 
injured, the order was given to fire. Several cS tbe 
rebels fell at the first volley ; but instead of bdng ia 
any way deterred by tlie deaths of tbeir comrades, tbey 
immediately, having been reinforced by some 500 
more negroes, armed witli ^[uns and all kinds of dio- 
gcrous weapons, set upon the small body of Volunteen 
and completely overpowered them. After a short but 
gallant resistance, the poor fellows were compelled to 
retreat into tlie Court-house, where they were fired 
into by the rebels, who now completely surrounded the 
building. A short consultation was lield by the negroes^ 
when they appeared to have quickly determined ss to 
their next mode of tactics. A strong westerly wind 
blowing at the time, the building, constructed of tbe 
most infiammable matter, was set on fire at the westers 
side. In the meanwhile, bodies of rebels were sta* 
tioncd so OS to form a regular cordon around the town, 
and especially in the vidnity of the burning buildio^ 
to murder every one Vho attempted to escape. 

There were then in the Court-house the Baron Ton 
Eetelhodt and his son, several majiistratea, C^rtui 
Hitchios, and other officers and mea of tbe VolaatMn 
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who bod not been killed, the rector irith hu three sons, 
the nvoner and clerk of the vestry, Dr. Major, Dr. 
Gerrard, uid other gentlemen. 

Shots were now fired Into the windows, and Cap- 
tain Hitchina was dangerously wounded ; notwiib- 
standing he continued to give his orders with eztra- 
ordinwy coolnets, and would not permit the docton to 
attend to him whilst otbcra werv iu want of assistance. 
The Court-house by this time was one mass of flame, 
and the molten lead was running from the burning roof 
into the interior upon the unfortunate Tictims. A few 
minutM more and it was clear that the roof would fall 
in and destroy tbcm all. In these dreadful moments a 
consultation was held, the voices of the poor creatures 
being scarcely audible amidst the shrieks of the de- 
lighted fiends outside and the roar of the flames. By 
some it was proposed they should jump out of a bock 
window, one by one ; but this was objected to, on the 
ground that they would each be shot down as they 
appeared. It was finally determined that the front 
door should be suddenly thrown open, and a nish made 
down the steps for the school-house, where Mr. Georges, 
Mr. Price, and others bad already taken refuge. All 
immediately consented, and, after removing the forms, 
tables, chairs, &c, with which they bad barricaded the 
door to prevent the rebels entering, they mode the 
movement so suddenly that the negroes were taken 
oomplelel/ by surprise, and the poor creaturea succeeded 
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in reaching the scbool-house in safety. They had been 
in their new asylum but a minute or two, when the 
roof of the Court-house fell in with a terrific craih. 
They had not been long in their fresh place of rdoge 
. before it was also set on fire. In tliese awful momenta 
their courage never forsook them for a moment, Tlw 
Rev. Mr. Hcrschel, who had been praying alone for 
some time, proposed that they should all unite in 
prayer. They at once agreed, and every one knelt 
down; before, however, Mr. Ilersckel bad time to 
commence, several shots were fired through the jalotuiea 
by tlic rebels, and the Baron Von Ketelhodt, the 
Hon. W, P. Gcoigcs, and the coroner, Mr. McRienon, 
were scTercly wounded. A minute or two more and 
part of the burning roof fell in upon them, and the 
heat became bo intense that they were compelled 
to leave the house, and take refuge behind the parqiet 
wall at tlie back, where the shots were flying in all 
directions. Two or three of them were killed hj 
bullets, and thus saved a more horrible death, 

Now commenced those fearful and bloody acta whidi 
were scarcely paralleled by the massacre at Cawnporb 
The erics for mercy, the savage yells of the women 
hounding on the men as each new victim was discorered, 
and the heavy thuds of the cutlasaea on the bodiei of 
the butchered, were heard even above the rattle of the 
musketry and the hissing of the devouring flamei. Hw 
Baron Von Ketelhodt, the Ker. Mr. Heracbel, and 
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XienL Hall were beaten to death with sticks. Capt 
Hitehine, &int from loes of blood, owing to his nuater- 
oas wounds, and utterly unable to reaiBt, waa slowly 
backed to death by a negro with a cutlass, who sat 
down to hisdiabolicalworlc ai coolly and as slowly as if 
be had been chopping wood. The Rer. Mr. Her* 
adiel's tongue waa cut mit, and the fingen of the 
Baron Von Ketelhodt screred from his hands. 

Night donng in alone put an end to this horrible mas- 
■acre, and then, the negroes drunk with blood and mad 
with excitement, marched off in small parties in various 
directions to urge on other negroes to attack the planta- 
tions, and to carry the Same of insurrection throughout 
the colony. All the principal inhabitants of the 
district were killed, and the entire Volunteer force 
(with the exception of two or three who escaped with 
frightful wounds, being left for dead by the rebels), 
coosisting of twcnty-tvro officers and men, nobly died 
at their posts gallantly doing their duty." 

The instant Governor Eyre received the news of this 
terrible calamity, be determined at unee to proceed 
to the scene of action himself. In concert with 
General O'Connor be arranged that more men should 
mthout a moment's loss of time be sent off to Alorant 
Bay, while a company of white troops from Newcastle 
were ordered to proceed along the lino of the Blue 

* Not MM wnd of pil;f for then poor Tiotum uid tholr wirM utd 
fcalliM Is nw h«Md ban Um lip* of tbew win dBoiuM Ut. Eym. 
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Mountain Valley, to try and intercept the rebda, who 
vera nov known to be trying to force their waj ioto 
the interior of the island, and were bang joined by 
negroes from all quartere. 

Great Btrcte baa been l^d by a portion of tbe 
English press upon the Tact, as they allege, that no lire* 
were taken by the rebels after tlie first outbreak at 
Moront Bay on the 11th October. This, bowerer, it 
not correct; tlr. Cockmync, a bookkeeper at Sir 
W. Fitzhcrbcrt's, waa killed at Blue Mountain eatatak 
seven miles north-west of Morant Bay, on the mormng 
of the 12th October ; Mr. Hire was killed, and sevenl 
others left for dead, at Amity Hall, twenty miles from 
Morant Bay, in quite another direction (to tbo east- 
ward) late at night on tho 12th October. That other 
persons were not subsequently killed is due, not to tbe 
mercy of the rebels, but to tho fact that for the most 
part their intended victims had escaped into the woods 
or cane-fields, or out to sea in canoes. Let the words 
of the rebels beard by Mr. Harrison of Hordley estate^ 
tbe warnings given to Mr. Hinchelwood of the Mulatto 
lUver, and many other facts and statements giren in 
the correspondence published in tbe Blue Books, declare 
what would have been the iate of the white men and 
ladies and children had they been got bold o£ 

Governor Eyre remained calm but very firm and do- 
tennincd. He called together bis Executive Comnuttoe^ 
and by midnight assembled bis Friry CoundL The remit 
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of titedclibention wa% that it wu conudered expedieot 
at ooco to dcdon mutial Uw, and noticei were fbrtb- 
with aeot out to the membeis of the I^t; Cound) and 
memben of AnemUy to meet at eight a.ii. next morn- 
ing to bold a coundl of war, thia being tbe legal fbraw 
lity required by the IHh Vict^ cap, 35, aec. 95-98. 
Thcjr did meet All tbe leading men in the ialand 
being asKnbled, came to the unanimous resolution that 
martial law ought to be declared forthwith all orer 
the ialand. Goremor Eyre poaitiTcly refused to accede 
to iheae proposals, not considering such a^tep neccs* 
larj, and not dcairing to paralyse trade. Martial law 
was accordingly proclaimed in the county of Surrey 
only ; and to prevent the suspenuou of business and 
other incidental inconrcnicnces, Mr, Eyre even declared 
the town of Kingston exempt from its opefvUons. On 
Friday, the 13th, martial law was accordingly pro' 
claimed ; and Goremor Eyre, oonndering the magni- 
tude of interests at stake, proceeded at once, in company 
with Colonel Nelson, Adjutaofr<>eoeral (appointed 
Brigadier-General by Mr. Eyre), to the scene of the 
distorbances. 

Whilst proceeding dom the harbour of Kingston 
they met U3LS. * WolTerine ' from tbe scene of action, 
bringing up tbe ladies, gentlenien, and children who 
bad escaped, and aome few priaonera who bad been 
cqitiired. 

It would be impoiuUe to oonTey witUn auy rea* 
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MnaUe limits the prompt and deoMvc action of 
Goremor E^ «t this critical juncture So gre«t was 
the daugra- of the whole of the block population riwig, 
if tbc rebels were allowed to get bcTOod tbe Bine 
UountaJD rai:^ into the interior of the island ; so 
dreadful were the accounts of apprehended outbreaks 
in eyerj district ; ao small was tbe force of military at 
his dispusal for the protection of the entire colony, that 
the only surprise is that throughout that terrible period 
he remained so cool and collected, and was enabled to 
art with such conaumraate judgment One single 
false step, one moment's hesitation, and Jamaica would 
hare been taken Irom our grasps to be reconquered only 
with a still more terrible loss of life, and at a price 
frightful to contemplate; 

' Onthcl5tbOctobcrGorcmorEyrercachcdAntonio, 
having completed arrangements with General Nelson 
just ill time to sarc that settlement from the rebels, who 
were burning buildings and destroying proper^ about 
tweke miles to tbe eastward, and were known to be 
intending a descent on Port Antonio. A Urge number 
of the principal inhabitants of the place had taken 
refuge on board the American barque tbe * Reunion,* 
Captain Tracey, who bad taken them out to sea for 
fear of liaring his vessel attacked, llie joy and reUef 
of tlic inhabitants at the orriTal of Governor Eyre may 
be easily conceived. No time was lost in disembarking 
the troops, and by dood a strong datadiment was on its 
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way to meet the rebels, reported to be at Long Bay 
(twelve or fourteen miles to the eastward), and to pro* 
tect the women and children and ether refugees in that 
district, and in that of Manchioneal, to which they 
w^v to more in accordance with an arrangement con- 
certed between Mr, Eyre and General Nelson. 

By the intervention of Proridcnce the Maroons^ 
irtwee loyalty was doubtful, in consequence of their 
former rebellion which took upwards of twelve months 
to suppress, and with whom it was well known many of 
the rebel leaders bad been tampering, happily de- 
cided to throw in tlicir fortunes witli the white jwople. 
Under the lion. A. G. Fyfc, tbcy did incalculable sei^ 
vice. They protected Bath, captured the leader of the 
Momnt Bay rebels, Paul Bogle, hunted out otltcr noto- 
rious ringleaders, and by tlieir general behaviour showed 
how valuable their scr\'iccs were, and bow dangerous 
they would have been had tbeir eympatbles been di- 
rected tlie other way. 

The following description of this extmordinary people 
by the Hon, A. G. Fyfc is peculiarly interesting. 
Writing to Governor Eyre subsequently as to tlie 
future occupation of the Ularoons, be says : — 

" To employ Maroons in the occupation of military 
posts in the plains would at once divest them of that 
distinctive nationality to which they owe their some- 
what mysterious power over the negro. The Maroons 
are * the children of the mist ' of Jamaica romance^ 
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They hare their haunted * Nwny Town * in the inte- 
rior fiistncsEGs, which they ncrer approach ; and enn 
the white man, who, impelled by curiouty, baa tried to 
penetrate its mysteries, lias hcen scared by occtirrenoei 
for which he has been unable to account. The Boond 
of their wild war horns as they rush witbont warning 
and without apparent discipline to the [daina, strikei 
terror into the heart of every one tliat hears it. Tbear 
chann eoiisists in their very seclusion : bring them into 
every-day contact with the people, and that duum, 
wliich in effect quadruples their numbers, would be di^ 
pellcd. Besides which, the Maroons have a atrong 
aversion to be employed with troops. After the perfidy 
of tbo island to tliose who eai»tulated at the last 
Maroon war, tlicy have an inlicrcnt dread of remaining 
long in portions in which tltey know they are powerlesa 
to frustrate treachery ; — for the same reasons, a tra- 
ditional warning is, * Never trust yourself on the 
sea.'" 

Having effectively disposed of the troops, by landing 
men on each side of tlic island and marching them 
down upon the insurgents, the wave of rebellion, which 
had spread with such appalling rapidity, was suddenly 
checked. By the celerity of their movements Goveroor 
Eyre and General Nelson got ahead of the rebellion, 
which, breaking out at Morant Bay, had proceeded with 
such speed along the south-east, east, and nortb-eatt 
comer of the island. By occupying Fort Antonio in 
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time, thej not only saved tliat district from total de- 
atruction, buttbey met and stopped the further progress 
of the rebellion twelve miles east of it. They had 
indeed accomplished some most important results in a 
singularly brief space of time. 

A military post was now established at Morant Bay 
and another at Port Antonio, whilst the centre of a line 
connecting the two was occupied by friendly Maroons. 
The greater portion of the actual rebels in arms were 
therefore hemmed in within the country east of this 
line, but the alarming reports from all other parts of 
the island, and the evident determination of risings in 
other districts, if opportunity offered, necessitated the 
most constant watchfulness, and caused the gravest 
anxiety. 

On the night of Sunday, the 15th October, Governor 
Eyre, for the first time, got a little rest, but before 
daybreak lie was disturbed by an express despatch 
from his Executive Committee at Kingston, and from 
the Custos and Justices, earnestly requesting him to 
return without a moment's delay and declare martial 
law in Kingston, considerable apprehension being en* 
tertiuned that a rising would take place in the capital, 
and reports being brought that disturbances were 
momentarily expected at Linstead in St Thomas-in-the- 
Vale, about fourteen mites from Spanish Town. Con- 
sidering that his personal presence and the informa- 
tion and explanations he could give would do more to 
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allay anxiety and calm apprehension than anything he 
could write, Mr. Eyre, leaving General Nelson to com- 
plete his military arrangements, started at once tx 
Kingston. 

During his absence General 0*Connor had, in con- 
cert with the civil authorities, taken all measures and 
precautions in their power by increasing the number of 
the Volunteers, both infantry and mounted, calling out 
the pensioners, and making such other arrangements 
as were practicable. 

Governor Eyre met the Gustos, Mayor, and Magis- 
trates of Kingston, and explained the exact position of 
affairs, and, aflcr some trouble, succeeded in satisfying 
them that under existing circumstances it would not be 
expedient to extend martial law to Kingston. There was 
one very important point to be decided upon. Through- 
out his tour he found unmistakeable evidence that Mr. 
G. W. Gordon hud not only been mixed up in the 
matter, but was himself, through his own misrepresen- 
tation and seditious language addressed to the ignorant 
black people, the chief cause and origin of the whcde 
rebellion. Gordon was now in Kingston, and it became 
necessary to decide what action should be taken with 
regard to him. Having obtained a depodtion on oath 
that certain seditious printed notices had been sent 
through the post-office, directed in his handwriting to 
Paul Bogle and others who were leaders in the rebel* 
lion, Mr. Eyre at onoe called upon the Gustos to issue 

p 
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a wamnt to nptura bin. For nme little time he 
nuuiaged to erade amtt ; but finding that, nodot or 
later, it WM ioeritable, be proceeded to the bouw <rf 
General O'Connor and there gare hinuelf up. 

All coinddcd in bclicnng him to be the oocanon 
of the rebellion, and that lie ou^t to be taken, but 
many of the inhabitants were under considerable ap- 
|»eben«on that his capture might lead to an immediate 
outbreak in Kingston itself. Mr. Kjte did not share 
this feeling, and knowing Gordoo to be the diief inati* 
gator of the rebellion, he at once took upon hinuelf 
the respouMbility of liis capture. In a moment of un- 
paralleled dangrr, when even the name of Gordon 
would have been sufficient to cause a riung in any 
portion of the island, it was imperaUTely neccBsaiy 
that tl>c disaffected should sec that the man who was, 
to use Profesoor Tyndnll's words, " the taproot from 
which the insurrection drew its main sustenance," could 
not and would not escape, 

Fotnbly, had Mr. Eyre been a less brave and con- 
scientious man, he might have carefully weighed and 
considered what tlie results might be to himself; but, 
feeling that he was doing his duty, he gave no thought 
to any puns or penalties that miglit arise in the future. 
Gordon was accordingly placed on board the ' Wol- 
Terinc,' .and token to Jforant Bay, where Gencnl 
Nelson had established his head.4]uartera. 

It is a very eztnordinaiy fact that the actual rebels 
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at Morent Bay did not proceed in any conudenUe 

numbers to the adjaccat districts, but the people of 
each district rose, and committed the deeds of vioknce 
and deatructioa tliat were done within iL This bet 
sliowB how wide-spread the feeling of disaffiKtion m, 
and how prcpanid the people of each parish were to 
catch the spirit and follow the example of their ndgb- 
bours. It sliowcd, loo, the extreme insecurity whid 
existed in nearly all the other parishes of Jamaicsi, 
where the same bad spirit prevailed. 

Mr. Gordon havinj^ been taken to Morant Bay, be 
was put on shore as a prisoner on Friday erening, the 
20th Oetober. 

Tiie next day a Court-martial was sitting for trial of 
prisoners there, consisting partly of members of the 
Le^slnturc. Brigadier-General Nelson, however, having 
deemed it riglit that Mr. Gordon should not be tried 
by a Court composed of persons who might be supposed 
to be influenced by local prejudices, adjourned that 
Court, and another was convened, before which, about 
two o'clock the same ofWmoon, Mr. Gordon was brought 
for trial. 

lliis Court consisted of Lieutenant Brand, of Her 
Majesty's ship 'Onyx ' (president), Lieutenant Erring- 
ton, R.N.. and Ensign Kelly, 4th West India Regiment 
(members). The charges against the prisoner were for 
furthering the massacre at Morant Bay, and at divers 
periods preriously inciUng and adriung with certain 
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i nw rge n ti , and tberel^ by hu iDfliMoee tending to 
due the riot 

Two beadi of offence were dnwn up, one for high 
treaaon, the other for oompliettjr with certain partiea 
engaged in the ^rebellion, riot, and inauirecUon at 
llorant Bay. 

The eridence talusn conaated of documenta and oral 
tettiBKMijr. 

SoDie of theae documcntB were aelccted from the 
papen of Mr. Qordoa by Brigadier-Geueral Nelaon, 
and otbcn ircrc statements of persons taken and sirom 
before magistrates, and then forwarded to Mr. Banuay, 
tbe ProToet Marshal. All these were laid before the 
Court by the Provost Marshal. 
They con«sted of — 

IsL Statements of 2lBt October, separately made 
and swom to by John Anderson and James 
Gordon, before a Justice of tho Peace of St 
Tbomas-in-the-East These two persons were 
prisoners, and were sworn and examined 
orally by the Court 
2Dd. A statement of tbe 17th of October, pur- 
porting to be a djring declaration of Thomas 
Johnson. 
&iL A joint statement of 1 9th October, on oath, 
by W. a Peart and J. F. Uiuaber, made 
before » Justice of the Peace. 
4th. A atatcoieat of I9th October, on oath, of 



LIFE OF EDWARD JOIUT KTRE. 313 

- Ctiarle« Chevannes, at Kingshni, befbra a 
Justice of the Peace, 
5th. A BtatGincnt of ISth October, of George 

Thomas, on oath. 
Ctb. Printed placard, headed ** State of the I»- 

laDd," above referred to. 
7th. Statement of 17th October, of Elizabeth Jim 
Gough, sworn at Kingston. She was abs 
orally examined by the Court 
Stb. Three letters of Mr. Gordon— to Chiahohi, 
September 11th, 18GQ; to £. C Smith, 
October 14th, 18C5 ; to Chisholm, June 19th, 
18(35. 
The printed placard, headed "State of the IsUnd," 
is a duplicate of tliat above mentioned as posted up 
on a tree, in August, at Morant Bay, the original drtit 
of wliicb was proved to hare been in the haodwritiog of 
Mr. G. W. Gordon. 

Five witnesses were sworn and examined for the 
prosecution, and one on behalf of the prisoner, and 
Gordon himself admitted that the drcumstantial en- 
dence was suspimus against him. 

All those present at the trial, and there were 
several independent witnesses, deposed before the 
Royal Commisuoa that the prisoDer had a very fur 
and patient trial. He was found guil^> and «n* 
tenccdto death. 
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After haiang approved and confirroed the findiog of 
the scDteooey Brigadier NcIboh forwarded the pro- 
ceedings of the trial to Major-Geoeral O'Connor, 
* under ooTer of a despatch, dated 21st October, 1865' 

8 l*.M. 

In this despatch he states, for the information of the 
Major-General, that he considered it his duty fully to 
approre the finding and coufirm the sentence, and 
adds, ^ To-morrow being Sunday, and there existing 
no military reason why the sentence should not be 
deferred, I hare preferred to delay its execution till 
Monday morning next, at eight o'clock/' Tlic whole 
proceedings of the Court were enclosed for the General's 
information. % 

These proceedings reached the General at Kingston 
on the morning of the 22nd October, who, after reading 
them to two tnemberi of the Executive Committee^ 
forwarded them the same day to Governor Eyre, with 
a request that he would return them with as little delay 
as possible. These proceedings were returned to the 
General the same day by Governor Eyre, who wrote at 
the same time that he fully concurred in tlie justice of 
the sentence, and in the policy of carrying it into 
effect 

On the same day Governor Eyre wrote the following 
letter to Brigadier-General Nelson fix>m Spanish Town' 
datadGPJL:— 
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"My dear Brioadier, 

" Your report of the trial of George WUliui 

Gordon bos juat reached mc throu^ the General, «Dd , 

I quite concur in the justice of the sentence, and the 

aeccinity of carrying it into eficct" 

This letter reached Brigadier Kelson before the 

execution of Mr. Gordon, ' 
\i On the 23rd October, Brigadier-General Ndsoo 

' I sent a despatch to Major-General OXknioM*, an* 

I i nouDcing the execution of Gordon at 7.10 AM. that 

u Dwming. 

)i On the 34th October, General O'Connor trant- 

\] mitted, in letters to tbc Sccretai; <^ Stale for War, 

'^ and to tbc Military Secretary at the Horse Gnarda, a 

'i copy of Brigadier-General Kelson's despatdi leportiog 

'.t the trial, sentence, and execution of Gordon, and in 

. I both letters be adds, ** A copy of his Excellency lit 

' Gorernor's letter approring the same is enelooed, ii 

wUck 1 fully eoineide," 

A prt^tcrly constituted Court having tried, {naed 
I Tcrdict, and sentenced the prisoner, there ««■ no 

' twceaoty to have sent tbe prooecdings to Me. Eyr^ 

and oertaiuly it was not necessary far hia to oonfna 

tbem. Tbe sending tbe proceedingi, tbcrcAw^ t» tha 
j Gotemor was purdy a matter al co un e sy en the pvt 

of die military autboribea. It is tme tkat ib. Ejn 

bad the power of exereisiig the pwroffltfwg rf ■ " ? 
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had be deemed it adnsable, as io the caie of any ordi- 
Tuxy murderer under Mmtence of death ; but, for 
reasona which have before been pven, be cotuidered 
( it right that the real head of the rebellion ahould 
suffer as well a> his anfortunate dupes, lir. Qordoo 
was aceonlingljr hanged on the ruined atch of tba 
Court-house at Horant Bay, where the atrodous 
maasBcre of his victims took'plaee,* and where the lives 
of all lus psiWMwl enemiei bad been so bonibly 
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CHAPTER X. 

NOTHINO can be more absurd than to compare a vegn 
insurrection with a rebellion in England. The negroes, 
from being in the very lowest state of dviliiation, and 
under the influence of superstitious feelings^ can Defer 
be dealt with in the same manner as might the peasantry 
of an English county. 

To produce any adequate eifect upon such a populatioo 
as Jamaica, numbering as it did some 450,000 negroes 
and coloured people, as against about 13,000 whitei» 
the latter being scattered amongst tlie former in isolated 
and unprotected positions, and widely separated froD 
each otlier, it was of paramount importance that puniab* 
ment for such serious offences as rebellion, arson, sad 
murder should be prompt, certain, and severe. Itooold 
only be made so by the continuance of the militaiy 
tribunals until all the parties captured as principals hid 
their cases inquired into and dealt with summarily. 

No doubt that within a short period from the fint 
outbreak the rebellion was got under control ; but a 
large number of the instigators of, and actors in it| 
were still at large, scattered throughout an area d 
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between 400 and 500 square miles of n 
woody country. 

To hsre withdnwn mutisl law, and hare substi- 
■ tuted the delay and uncertainty of civil tribunals, 
before the majority of the chief rebels were punished, 
would have done away with the impression which it 
was so necetsaiy at the time to moke upon the minds 
of the negroes throughout the island. 

There is a point of some importance in connection 
with Gordon which has been left entirely unnoticed by 
writers on the subject. Long after martial law, and 
whilst Sir II. Storks was ai-ting as Governor, a large 
number of prisoners were indicted before a grand juiy 
(under civil jiiritidiction), charged in at least seven out 
of eleven counts /or contpirmff wiih 0. W. Gordon emd 
oihen to commit treason, and the grand jury brought 
in a true (tO^ The proceedings were not carried 
further under this charge and finding, because the 
Attonwy-General, of his own accord, and without con- 
sulting the Crown, chose to proceed for the lesaer 
offence of felonious riot ; and his alleged reason for 
dung so was, not that he doubted that the parties 
would be convicted of treason, but that he felt a per> 
tonal unwillingness to prosecute such a hirge number 
of persons (between eighty and one hundred) for an 
oSence (treason) whidi, if found guilty of, necessarily 
entailed a sentence of death upon all There can be 
no doubt Uk^ would have been fbond guil^. All the 
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proceedings connected irith tliis matter, the indictment 
and finding of the grand jury, tbc summary of eridenee 
and dcpoNtions, tltc points brought forward in the 
speech of the counsel for the proeecution, and the 
reasons given by the Attorney-General himself for not 
proceeding with the prosecution for treason after a tne 
IhU had been found by the grmnd jury, wcro all sent to 
the Secretary of State for tlie Colimics. 

There is also a reiy important point in conucctioii 
with the accusation made against Governor Eyre of 
having continued martial law, and trials, and excGutJous 
by court martial longer than was necessary. Notwith- 
standing all the trials and executions which took place 
under martial law, the prisoners charged with the 
graver offences -were not nearly exhausted. Martial 
law expired on the 13th November. Long aftw it 
was over, in fact in January, 1866, when Sir H. Sttxts 
was Governor, and whilst tbc Commis»oa of Inquiry 
was actually sitdng, a large mimbtr of prisoners were 
tried under civil law, and were found guiltf of the 
graver ofTcDces committed during the rebellitm. fkv 
wen lenUneed to dtath and loere hung, and a largi 
number were committed and sentenced to very long 
terms of impriaooment This ought to be a suffideat 
answer that martial law did not do more than was 
necessary, or was kept io force longer than it ought to 
have been, eren if Mr. Eyre had not receiTed daily 
and houriy commuiucMioDs from all parti of the ialand> 
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and from the most tnutworthy sourccst that risngt 
were antidpated notwitbatanding the terrible exomplei 
offcral to tlie rebels. But, morcoTer, the itatute itielf 
fixed the period of tlurty days as the duration of 
marual law, and it is wrj questionable that eren had 
Mr. Eyre denred it (as be did not) wbetber be could 
have curtailed that period hj any act of bis own ; and 
it is ridiculous to suppose that the Coundl of War, by 
whose autliority and advice marUal law had been im> 
posed, would have concurred in terminating it before 
the statutory period of tliirty days had expired. 

A few examples need only be selected from the mass 
of evidence showing the grave probability of fresh out- 
breaks. The following proclamation of Paul Bogle's 
was found, dated tlie day after Govemur Eyre con- 
sidered the insurrection got under: — 

-U<nntBi7, OdlT. 

" Mb. Graham and crniER Gestleuen, 

" It is time for us to help ourselves skin for skin. 
The iron bar is now broken in this parish. The white 
people send a proclamation to the Governor to make war 
against us, which we all must put our shoulder to the 
wheels and pull together. The Maroons sent the pro- 
clamation to meet them at Hayficld at once without 
delay — that they will put us in the way how to act 
Every one of you must leave your house — take your 
guns ; who don't have guns take cutlaasca. Down at 
ooee I Come over to Stoay Gut, that we might march 
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over to meet the Maroons at once without delnjr. Blow 
your Bhellsl roule your drums I house tohouao; taka 
out every man ; march them down to Stony Gut; any 
that you find, take them in the way ; take them down 
with their arms ; war is at my black skin ; war is at 
hand from to-day till to-morrow. Every black man 
most turn out at once, for the oppression is too great 
The white people arc now cleaning up their guna Sot 
us, which we must prepare to meet them too. Cheer, 
men I Cheer in heart ; we looking for you a part of 
the night or before daybreak. 

" We are, yours truly, 
" (Signed) Tadi, Boglb, J. G. SI'Lareh, 

B. Clarke, F. Caueboit. 

*' Get a bearer to send us an answer to this, for they 
determine to make us glavcs o^in. When you do 
come to Stony Gut or Hayficid, blow your shells, and 
tell what place you in frqm before entered. 

" E. K. Bailet." 

" Walter Ramsat, you sure better take care of 
yourself how you paying money, you damn tbie£ I 
were having at you a long time, for in a short tone 
there will be fire, and fire enough in Spring Garden 
Plantation, for when I come down I not going too 
bum task-house alone, fur I going to bum from stiU- 
house, boiling-house, and your house and self too^ for I 
means to cool all of you St George's &llowa, for all of 
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the BoIdeiB in the camp can't cool me, for my troops 
are solders too. As for Spring Garden low lighten 
and wood stalks places are in hell fire, but we will put 
our life against them. I will rite George Solomon to 
let him know that in a short time Spring Garden will 
be bum down, for Bamsay is a dam thief, and yes we 
will do it If you don't believe we will just show signs 
for it, for we are kill and can't cure." 

Communication addre$$ed to Mr. Lj/nch. 

^ I SENT to inform all gentleman in town that if we 
do not get justices in this October Court that we will 
bum down the town ; and we have 1,500 man consent 
to raise a riot at the Court-house October the 23rd of 
' this month, and Monday we looking out to see what 
trial will be, then we will commence. Lif for lif will be 
taken that day at the Court-house, for we do not fare, 
and that days of October, for we is well armidid with 
cutlass and gun appear and that day. 

^ Beside oman to helpe us 400]I sent to tell Francis 
Linch he better mind himself. 

** October him best to setchonon whare him is, for he 
is a mudder to the people ; but if he no what I no, 
that sum of the;bad will be about thare to see what 
gone to be down in at that Courts-house, for the good 
will sufiSer for the bad that day. 

^Powder we have plenty as much as to kill hold 
town.** 
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C<mmunietttim addreued to tht Ctuiot tfKmgiUm. 
" BKWAnE of what you are about, beware, bewar^ 
if the hair of the head of one of those that are taken 
up be Bin{<;cd. I'll be the demagogue, and four Ufa 
won't be worth a biscuit Kelly Smith, Joaeph Gold* 
aon, and Voz, what arc tbcjr to do with the riot ? 

" Kingston is quiet, tnuiquU ; do you want « whole* 
sale slniijjhtcr, conflagration, rapine, plunder, and 
wholesale destruction? If a stripa bo put on Eelly 
Smith And Vaz you can tell the GoTcmor that from 
him dou-nwarda shall be shot like a fowl, except he is 
going; to walk or ride with a strong body guard. He 
ought to. be shot long ago, the damn old scamp. HeQ 
and sciEsors, if those men are flogged Kingston will be 
fired from cofit to west. Bowaro Custos ; beware 
Custos, mind they don't moke a custard of you 1 Fire, 
fire, fire, fire, fire, fire, fire. It is true that these men 
arc to hold their Underbill Conventional Meetings, hot 
men like Kelly Smith, Vaz, Roach, Gotdson, Harry, 
arc not negroes of a rebellious character, nor would 
they excite or odriso ignorant men like the lower 
orders of St. Thomas-yc-«ast barbarians to comnut 
such barbarous and cruel deeds. They have no part or 
lot in the matter. You as a Custos, and a very uo* 
popular one, you better beware or else you will be diet 
like a dog. Take care if these blade men, who are 
kee[Hng themseWes respectably, be di^nced. Yov 
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blood vill not bo sufficient to atonemcDt for than, thejr 
biTO done nothiog worthy of chaBtiscment Befcnga 
Tike care what you arc about, take care." 

On the 21at October the Cuatoaof Clarendoa reported 
an itteinpt to burn down the Court-houw. The 
dcrk of Um vcftry being absent, kcrosine oil, together 
with matchci and other oombuttiUce were thrown 
into the builiUng, which look fire, but was bflppilj 
extinguished. At Brown's Town the most threatening 
language was openly indulged in, and documents 
seized, showing an intention of the negroes to rise in 
insurrection about tlie 2nd November, being the date 
when the next magisterial courts were to be held. 

Writing to General O'Connor on the 28th October, 
Governor Eyre says : — 

** In the existing slate of Jamaica, with disloyal^ 
and sedition latent everywhere, and threatening Ian* 
guage openly used in many places, it is essential that 
the most prompt and derisive measures should be taken, 
and that the Elsecutive should show itself not only 
ready to put down an outbreak should it occur, but able 
at ones to capture and punish those who dare to make 
use of threatening or aeditious language, thereby 
giving cmfidenoe to the loyal, orer-awiog the dia- 
•ftcted, and, if pomble, prev^iting such outbreak . 
taking place." 

On the Ist November the following letter wu wnt 
fron the magistrates of Montego Bay :— 
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.<ig„ . -Enodttlvn.Niiv. 1,IS6&. 

"It haying come to the knowledge of the imder- 
el^ed that the negroes inhabiting the diitricti at the 
tucli or Ecw Fork, viz., Mountiun Spring and Laiab'a 
River, have been holiling nightly mcctingB for BDme 
time pnat, and, moreover, liavo been soon ia the earij 
morning as if undergoing a drill ; that coDTersations of 
a most rebellious and seditious nature hare been rerj 
recently overheard, and reported to us, (he magiatratea 
in this interior, we deem it neocauiy, to prevent aD 
outbreak, that a number of troops be despatched as 
early as possible in aid of tbe civil power. 

" Ample accommodation can be given to the troops 
at Eew Park and elsewhere in this district, and it may 
be remarked that the jwpulation of tbe disaffected 
quarters numbers some thousands. 

" Rfty stand of anns, which were applied for jeaiet- 
day, will be received this afbsmoon from SaTsona la 
Mar, and will be used for the purpose of aiming 
sundry Germans in Seaford Town, or other loyal 
subjects in this interior. 

" I liavc, &c, 
(Signed) « \V. R. Cookk, J.P. 
" J. Edwards, J.J*. 
•*De B. Spescer Heatek, .T.P.** 
That tbe first' rising was not a mere local riot is 
coDcluuvdy proved from the fact that tbe wave of re- 
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bellion extended from Moraot Bay 20 miles to the 
north-wcftt (between Arntully and Honklands) in two 
and a half dayS| and from Morant Bay 40 miles to the 
east and north-east, as far as Long Bay, m three and a 
half days. At Monklands, 17 miles (north-west) from 
Morant Bay, Mr. Patterson, justice of the peace, was 
obliged to fly for his life, and his place was plundered on 
the 16th of October. ;At Mulatto Ri?er, 35 miles (north- 
east) from Morant Bay, Mr. Hinchelwood, justice of 
the peace, was obliged to fly for his life, and his house 
was burned down on the 13th October. Not only was 
the rebellion universal throughout St. Tliomas-in-the- 
East (a parish which alone contained 215 square miles), 
but it would have extended in a few more hours to 
St. Da?id*8 and Port Royal, where there were plenty of 
sympathisers, but for the extraordinary energy shown 
by the troops in heading it. 

The number of troops in the whole island was only 
1,000; of these about 500 were engaged in suppress- 
ing the rebellion and occupying the parishes of St. 
Tliomas-in-the-East, Portland, St. David's, and part of 
Port Royal, upwards of 500 squiire miles in extent, with 
a population of fuUy 40,000 ! The other 500 troops 
were employed in garrisoning and protecting New- 
castle, Up-park Camp, and Kingston. Even when 
the additional troope arrived from Barbadocs and 
Nassau, there were altogether only some 1,700 to 
garrison and protect a country 140 miles long and 50 
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broad, conuining an area of between 6,000 and 7,000 
square miles, much of which connated o( moantain 
ftatnesscs or dense jungles, with few &cilitiea for iiM^ 
communication. 

Bearing all these cimtmstanccs in Tiew, and oomi- 
dering the frightful and iTTetricraUc ruin which mtat 
inevitably have orertaken the colonj if the rebellioa 
bad been allowed to gala bead or to extend itself, Mr. 
Eyre considi-ivd tlint he was fully justified in continuing 
martial law and trials by military tribunals, until the 
rebellion itself waa to crushed out aa to deter ai^ 
attempt at a similar outlncak elsewhere. 

The success which attended Governor Eyre's mea- 
sures is in itaelf a justification of them ; and to those 
who now, after the smoke' of the battle has passed away, 
denounce the severity practised, it may be said, that ia 
such a case instant and just punishment became eventual 
mercy, the deserved deaths of the few saving the lives 
of tlie many. What would have been said or thought 
of him, had lie lost the colony, or occasioned the ma^ 
sacre of thousands, through any delay or hesitancy on 
his part to accept the responsibility which the emer- 
gency necessarily imposed upon him? 

Notliing can be more ridiculous and absurd than to 
allege that there was no organisation and oombination 
on the part of the negroes. - No persons in tbcir aenaes 
can carefully go through the Parliamentary Blue Books 
without coming to the conclunon that the object of 
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tbe rebellioD was to eztenniute tbe white poputttion. 
Howerer witd and riucmsrj rach a ubeme vagy appear 
to Englulimeii, it must be bone in mind that the 
soGceu wludi attended the eSbrts of tbq HajtiaDB 
against tbe French, and man recently of tbe St Do- 
nuDgans agwnst the Spaniards, afibrded aamples and 
encouragement which, from tbe vicini^ of those repub- 
lics to Jamaica, were constantly before the peasantry of 
that island ; and those examples lost none of their 
foKt from the presence of many Haytians at Kingctm 
living in wealth and idleness ; and from the manner in 
which Hich examples were expatiated upon by designing 
dcmagt^ca and agitators, who, like G. W. Gordon, 
did not hesitate to tell the peasantry of the country 
" to do as the Ilaytiana had done." 

That some acta of wrong and injustice should be 
committed, and that in some cases the innocent may 
have suffered with the guilty, arc inddents inseparable 
from the military occupation of a country in open 
rebellion; they could neither be foreseen nor pre- 
Tcntcd; they can only be lamented. Nor are such 
occurrences Curly chargeable against the authorities 
directing the general movements and policy, but neces- 
sarily unable to know the nature of or eontrol all the 
•nbordioate details through such an extenuve tract of 



That tbe step* taken by Governor Eyre were, under 
God's good prorideaoe, the meana of averting from 
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JwrnaieM, Ae toron of a gsncnl rebeDioD, and tbit 
tbcT mxed thelimaadprepertieiof ber Majea^'siob- 
jecti coofided IB Ui euv, wu the anuuBoiis oihimb 
of dK wbole of the utclligent and reflecting partial 
of tbe «—■ M^ «f Janua ; ani thii opiiuoo wn 
lallT, plaialj, ud driibcfatdj exprencd b; tbe tm 
brandk» of tbe LcgiiUture in tfadr l^iaUtiTC cap** 
dti«, as «dl as by the mimrfen of the Chtiidi of 
England, of the Ronan Otholie Chineb. and of the 
dlueotin^ doooaioatwitti ; hj tbe coatodea, lnagi■t^ata^ 
and TCiUTiaca of pansbea ; bj planters, profeMootl 
aen. and aittsan* ; and bjr tbe ladic* mnd women of 
tM cuIooT as a bodr, id tbe naiaeroua and eloqneot 
«ddr»a» oxpreasia^ pntltude and tbanka with wbkk 
Gowntor £\Te was boaooKd. 

Xo dtron^er proof cmiUl possibly be givm of the Aill 
coariotida of tbe cotonists of the reality of their danger 
and the inporuoce of taking rtei» against tbe recor- 
ivnce of any smilar risk than tbe &ct that the Legi^ 
Uture of tiK ctilooy TuluDtsrily resigned into GoieriHr 
£yrc'« bands ibe (uocboos and prinlcgea vdiich dtey 
had eii>>;-ed under a tyttaa of re p r ca e nf tiTe inrtibf 
tioos for upwards of two hundred yeara, in order to 
ovate a stnwg GoTennnent, and thereby better pcv 
Tide fur securing tbe safety and wd£ue of tbe oolony, 
in l^ture. 

In a preriuus chapter it has bets noted tfiatUr. Eyra 
flKMe into liolcat coUiMn nUt wnral neaban of tiN 
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LegialatiTe Asseinbly nod after bia amTol in the island, 
■ome <tf the members being moet bitterly hostile to him, 
and at last pctitifming for bis recall, and refusing to 
transact buwness with him. This -nrj Assembly, 
and these rer; same gentlemen passed the highest 
eulogiums upon him after the suppresuon of the r^ 
bellion. 

Governor Eyre never lost siglit of the importance of 
effecting a change in the machinery «b>ch worked so 
unsatislactorily, or rather did not work at all. Through 
his own influence and exertions he induced the Legisla- 
ture to give up their own existence and to place all in 
the hands of the Crown. If he did nothing else during 
his four years' tenure of office, he did what no previous 
Governor managed to do, and oonrerrcd the greatest 
blessing upon the colony. He secured a power which 
will enable future Governors to do good and prevent 
evil, neither of which were possible under the old 
rigime. The importance attached to this change by 
the Bume Government may be seen in th^r final 
despatch to Sir. Eyre, dismissing him itata the service 
— its value cannot be over-estimated. 

Mr. Eyre may justly feel proud of the change he 
efieeted iu the constitution. When the present (roubles 
are almost forgotten, the blessings resulting from it 
will remain to fiiture geoerationa. Those only who 
bare bad practical exp^ence of the working of the old 
West Indian Constitution can appreciate what haa 
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been effected by doing away with it in Jamaica. And 
yet Mr. Eyre has gained no advantage— reaped no 
credit from it Other Governors will be praised and 
honoured for what his act has enabled them to acoon- 
plish. 

On the 8 th November Governor Eyre opened the 
legislative session, and the following important extrsds 
are made from his speech, and from the addresses (^ the 
Legislative Council and House of Assembly to him :— 

Hxtractfrom Mr. Ejfre^i <S^MfcA. 

** It is my duty to point out to you that, satis&dory 
as it is to know that the rebellion in the Eastern dis- 
tricts has been crushed out, the entire colony has long 
been, still is, on the brink of a volcano which may at 
any moment burst into inry. 

** There is scarcely a district or a parish in the island 
where disloyalty, sedition, and murderous intentions are 
not widely disseminated, and, in many instances, openly 
expressed. The misapprehensions and misrepresenta- 
tions of pseudo-philanthropists in England and to this 
country, the inflammatory harangues or seditious writ* 
ings of political demagogues, of evil-minded men of 
higher position and of better education, and of wordi* 
less persons without either character or property to lose ; 
the personal, scurrilous, vindictive, and disloyal writ- 
ings of a licentious and unscrupulous Press, and mis- 
directed efforts and miaguided counsel of certaia 
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ministcn of religion, tadly w tniKalled, if the Sariour'a 
nampla and teaching is to be tbe sUndaid, bare led to 
their oatural, thtir neccwaiy, their ineritaUe result 
(amongst an ignorant, excitable, and uncinlized popu- 
lation)— rebellion, arson, murder. 

** Thcso are liard and hnnb words, gentlemen, but 
they are true ; and this is no time to indulge in selected 
sentences or poiUhed pliraneology, 

** A might; danger threatens the land, and, in order 
to concert measures to avert it, and prevent, so far as 
human wisdom can, any future reairrencc of a umilar 
state of things, we must examine boldly, deeply, and 
unflinchingly into the causes which haro led to this 
danger. I know of no general grievance under which 
the negroes of this colony labour. Individual cases of 
borddhip or injustice must arise in every cranmnnity ; 
but, as a whole, the peasantry of Jamaica have nothing 
to complain of. They are less taxed, can live more 
easily and cheaply, sod are less under an obligation to 
work for subsistence tlian any peasantry in the world. 
The same laws as to the impOMtion of taxes, the ad- 
ministration of justice, and the enjoyment of political 
rights, apply to them and to the white and coloured 
inbalHtants alike. They ought to be better off, mora 
comfortable, and more independent than the labourers 
of any other country. If it is not so it is due to their 
own iodolcDce, improvidence, and vice, acted upon by 
the absence of good example and of civilizing influ- 
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encet in many districta, and by the evil teadiiiig 
4nd eril «geudes to which I have already refemd, 
inaU. 

** It is a remaT^ble fact, too, that many of the prin- 
cipal rebels in the late outbreak have beea periona wdl 
ofi^ and well to do in the world, poaocning l^ifK l^ 
eottagcs, funiilurc, hOTsea, mules, or other propert;, 
and with an educatioD abore the arerage <^ the 
peasaBtiy. 

"It is ncccaeaiy to bring these facts bcfwe yon io 
order to conviDoe you how widely spread and bow 
deeply rooted the spirit of disaflectioD is ; huw daring 
and determined the intention has been, and still is, to 
make Jamaica a second Ilayti, and how imperative it 
is upon you, gentlemen, to take sueh measures as^ under 
God's blessing, may avert such a calamity, llose 
measures may be summed up in a few words : Qcate 
a strong Government, and tlien, under a firm hand to 
guide and direct, much may be accomplished. 

"In order to obtain a strong GovcrnmcDt there is 
but (me course open to you, tliat uf abolishing the 
existing form of Constitution, compensating the officen 
whose offices are abolished, and establishing one better 
adapted to the present state and rcquiremeuta of the 
colony — one io which union, cooperation, consiatencr, 
and promptness of action may, as far as practicable, be 
Mcured. 1 invite you, then, gentlemen, to make a eiMt 
•ad gaoMOui aacrifice for the aake of your eoontn, 
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and in immolating on the altar of patriotism the two 
branches of the Legislature, of which you yourselTes 
are the constituent parts, to hand down to posteri^ a 
noble example of self-denial and heroism.'* 

Extract fr<nn Addresi of Legiilative Council. 

^ AVhile joining your Excellency in acknowledging 
the zealous and able services of his Excellency the 
General Commanding, the senior naval officer, and of 
the military and naval forces, as well as of the Volun- 
teers, we desire also to record our grateful thanks to 
your Excellency for the energy, firmness, and wisdom 
with which you have carried the island through this 
momentous crisis. 

** We are well aware that the slightest hesitation on 
your part would have been fraught with the most immi- 
nent danger to the lives of the loyal inhabitants 
throughout the island ; and we are well assured that 
all our loyal fellow-colonists unite in the expression of 
gratitude which it is now our privilege to convey to 
you. 

** We entirely concur in the painful statement your 
Excellency has made, that there is scarcely a district 
throughout the island where disloyalty, sedition, and 
murderous intentions are not widely disseminated and 
openly expressed. We agree with your Excellency as 
to the causes which have created the dangers that now 
threaten the countryi and will heartily oo-operate with 
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you in endeavouring to remedy tliit grierons Mala 
of affairs." 

Eetraetfrom Addrat of Houae ef AMten^fy. 

" We assure your Excellency that the advice tad 
co-operation whicli you seek of the Legislature in a 
crisis consummated' by rebellion, and whicli threaten^ 
by a most diabolical conspiracy, tlic lives of the while 
and coloured inhabitants of the colony, will not, od the 
part of this aBscmbly, be withheld. 

<* We most readily acknowledge that, while tlie thanks 
of the island are due to his Excellency Major-Gcoenl 
O'Connor, for tlic readiness and promptitude with 
which he met the occurrences of the outbreak, and no 
less to all the other civil, naval, and military autbnities 
engaged in its suppression, as well as to the Maroon^ 
for their fidelity and loyalty, the gratitude of the island 
is chiefly due to the unexampled skill, energy, and 
self-devoUon which characterised all your Excellency's 



<* We desire to express our entire concurrence in yoor 
Excellency's statement, that to the mi»pprehenMai 
and misrepresentations of p5eudo-philaDthro[Hats in 
England and in this country, to the inflammatoiy 
harangues and seditious meetings of political dema* 
gogues, to the personal, scurrilous, vindictire, and ^ 
loyal writings of a licentious and unscrupuloua pca% 
and to the misdirected eSbrts and ml^ided counad rf 
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eertein tnisealled miaiaten of religion, is to be attri- 
baled the preaeot ditorganisation of the colony, result- 
ing in nbellioa, anon, and murder, 

" We oordiallj agree with your Excellent^, that thia 
great wickednea cannot be attributed to any just grier- 
ancei under wbid) it can be said that the pcaaantry suflcr. 
On the contrary, we entirely ctnneide with your Excel* 
len^ in the opinion that they hare adrantagea wlucb 
the peaMntry of no other country enjoy, and that it ia 
cnring to the causes to wluch your Elxcellcncy alludes 
that they hare failed to reap the benefit of their poution. 

"Deeply iraprcsaed irith the full conviction that no* 
thing but the existence of a strong GoTcmment can 
prerent this island from lapiiiig into the condition of a 
second Ifayti, we shall cheerfully take into conaideratimi 
any measures recommended by your Excellency. 

" We fi.>el ounelTcs bound, in tliis emergency, to aid, 
so &r as the resources of the country will admit, the 
GoTeniment in all steps which may be necessary for 
ensuring the security of the colony, and the protection 
of life and property." 

It will thus be seen that those who, prior to the 
rebellion, were Governor Eyre's most bitter enemies, 
who had refused to transact business with him, who had 
actually petitioned for his recall, were, at its close, 
constrained to acknowledge that he saved the isiand of 
Jamaics, and the lives of all the loyal inhabitants 
througboot the colony. 
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aiAPTER XL 

Upon the nevs rcacliing England of the enei^gctic uti 
determined mantwr in wliicli Goi-emor Eyre had uip- 
pressed tlic rebellion and saved the island of Jamaica, 
the Government, the press, and the people of En^aod 
almost univereall; declared that hia.aenrices vera de- 
serving of the highest recognition, 

Mr. Cardwcll, as Colonial Minister, in a deapald, 
dated the 17th of November, thus wrote to Mr. Eyre : 
—"I wish you to inform the inhabitants of Jamaica 
how deeply lier Majesty's Government dcplon the 
losses which tlic colony in general has sustained, and 
bow sincerely tbcy sympathize with those who have to 
lament family bereavements incurred under drcnm* 
stances so distressing. I have next to convey to yon 
my high approval of the spirit, energy, and judgment 
with which you have acted in your measures for rrpre«- 
ing and preventing the spread of the insurrectioD. I 
liave also to express my gratification at the dear and 
succuict manner in which, under all the great difficult 
tics of your position, you have been enabled to oom- 
municate to her Majesty's Government the namaire of 
the branaactiona. It was the first du^ of your GoTcn- 
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nent to take, u ]rou did, eSectual meamires for the 
■uppreuion of this horrible, rebellion, uid I congratu* 
late you on the rapid mtoeem I7 which those meosurea 
Appear to have been attended." 

Bat, io the meanwhile, the Anti-Slavery Sodety 
were busy at work. Meetings were held at Exeter 
Hall and elsewhere, and placards posted about the 
streets of London of the most disgraccrul character. 
These placards represented that inconceivable atroa- 
tiea had been committed upon the blacks by the 
soldiers and sailors engaged in suppressing the insur- 
rection. One placard in particular spoke of " nine 
mites of dead bodies" strewing the road I Governor 
Eyre was held up to public execration, and the style 
adopted by his traducera may be gathered trom the 
following specimen, culled at haphoiard iroro the mass 
of violent invective hurled at him : — 

** As for those who incited the privates and searaen to 
commit the abominations laid to their charge, we must 
ferret them ouL They must be brought to trial. If 
guilty, their names shall be handed down to everlasting 
infamy ; tliey shall be branded as the first murderer, 
Cain ; they shall bang as high as Haman ; or, better 
still, be caged ude by side with the wild hearts in the 
Zoolt^cal Gardens, so that men may spit at them 
when they pass by. When dead, their carcases shall 
be thrown to the dugs, their ashes scattered to the four 
winds of heaven ; and as for their souls, so blackened 
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must tlicy be, that licll itself will ecarcc care to receive 
tlicm." Sucli IB pliilniitliropy 1 

A deputation, in the course of a few weeks, waited 
upon Mr. Card well, and iiisistJ»l upon a ConimiBsioa of 
inquiry being Stiiit out to Jamaica ; and so grant was 
the preajiuro brouglit to bciir on "Earl Uiissell's Govem- 
mcnt (which at that particular nioroent could Dot 
afford to quarrel with tlie violent and extreme political 
party who prufisscd to ciipousc liic cause of tlic negro), 
that the Premier finally acceded to their denianda. 

And licre it may be as well to refer back to tbe 
course pursued by Earl Russell in 1851 in a similar 
emergency, when it was proposed that a Royal Com- 
mission slioiild be sent out to Ceylon to inquire into 
the means employed by Lord Ton-ington to suppress 
an insurreciion in that island In 1848. The cases are 
BO exactly prallcl that tiie speech of the noble lord 
might liavo been delivered almost verbatim iu defence 
of Mr. Eyre. Earl Russell then said i — 

" But, sir, what is the blame to be imputed to Lord 
Torrington with respect to this insurrection? Be it 
observed that the news of that insurrection came sud< 
dcnly upon the Governor, lie immediately sent for 
Colonel Eraser, an officer who bad been engaged in the 
previous iDsurrecuon, to whose discreUon and whoM 
ezperieoce ho might well trust for an able and a soood 
opinion upon that matter. Ho acted aocording to tbtt 
0[wuon. He immediately saw the Geoenl oommaikU 
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ing the forces. He took means by which troops should 
be at once sent to the points at which the insurrection 
had broken out He took other means by which the 
rebels might be promptly met, and the rebellion 
promptly suppressed, and, in order to do that more 
effectually, with the concurrence of General Smelt and 
the Queen's Advocate, and the advice of Colonel 
Eraser, he proclaimed martial law in that district of the 
colony which was disturbed. The effect was immediate 
and most salutary ; because, as the right hon. gentle- 
man (Mr. Gladstone) says, in two days, though I can- 
not agree with him as to that term, but in a few days 
the armed resistance had ceased. 

So far, LordTorrington was not to blame for the step 
which he had taken. But the right hon. gentleman 
says he continued martial law. The right hon. gentle- 
man omits one remarkable circumstance, which was that 
he acted in concert and with the advice of his Executive 
Council in this respect He had the opinion of one 
gentleman of that Council, Mr. Anstruther, strongly 
opposed to his own ; but he had the opinion of four 
others in his favour; and, with his own opinion, there 
was, therefore, a preponderance of five to one in that 
Executive Council in favour of conUnuing martial law. 
The Major-Gencral commanding the district, above 
all, was strenuous in advising that the operation of 
martial law should be continued. • • • • 
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Now, sir, I submit to the Ilouao that it is a totiOy 
different thing to act in the manner which those reso- 
lutions describe — at his sole will and sole caprioe — and 
to take the deliberate advice of his Executire CouDcil, 
of those who were best acquainted with the colony, and 
with their advice to continue martial law for a short 
time. The whole time during which this martial law 
was continued was ten weeks. But I must admit that 
it is, a most serious resolution to come to, the establish- 
ment of martial law in any district, *or m any part of a 
colony. I must admit tliat those acts which hare been 
gone into in great detail by the hon. and learned gen- 
tleman the member for Abingdon (Sir Frederick 
Thesigcr), whether accurately or not I will not at this 
moment stop to inquire, such as irregularities in taking 
evidence, want of proper defence and cross-examinatioD, 
and many of those circumstances which are inherent 
and inseparable from martial kw, which tlie Govemor 
then took upon himself.* But at the same time the 
Governor had to consider — and this was the question 
for Lord Torrington ; this was the question for the 
Government at home ; and this is the question for the 
House to-night, in its more general feature—that if on 
the one hand martial law cannot be continued without 
the risk of punishments which may reach not the most 
guilty, but those who have appeared in armsi and are 
giulty according to the law of high treason and rebel- 

• lOid in originsL 
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lioo — ^if sach may be the consequence, on the other 
band, the consequence of refusing to conUnue martial 
law, the consequence of refusing even to put it in force 
may be this — that rebellion may gain a^ head ; that in- 
surrection, which at first is weak and may be easily 
crushed, may become formidable ; that the whole order 
of the colony may be destroyed ; that the allegiance 
which is due to the Crown may be withheld ; that pro- 
perty to an indefinite extent may be spoiled and 
ruined ; but, abofe all, that humanity, for the sake of 
which martial law was withheld, that humanity itself 
may be lost sight of, and many more lives may be lost 
in the struggle that may ensue tlian would have been 
lost if martial law had for a few weeks been continued. 
** In the last de:?patch which Earl Grey wrote, he 
stated that her Majesty's Government still believed 
tliat Lord Torrington was guided by opinions which 
he had conscientiously formed — supjiorted as he was 
by those who ought to advise him in the colony — that 
in proclaiming martial law, and in punishing those who 
suffered, he was acting, as he believed, in the only way 
that could maintain tlie tranquillity of the country, and 
provide for tlie welfare of her Majesty's subjects. That, 
sir, is our belief. It is our belief that when you send a 
Governor to a distant part of the globe — when you 
find that he is zealously performing his duty — when 
you find tluit he is endeavouring by all the means in 
his power to preserve the colony in allegiance to her 
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will hare a long and bloody conteat — yon will bare the 
lirei of bcr l^IaJGsty's troops eacrificed on the one hand, 
and you will hsYc the lives and property of inDocent 
coloniats destroyed or endangered on the other ; and, 
for my part, I must say I think it better that one guilty 
roan should suScr, than ten innocent men should sufo 
death. I, therefore, come to an entirely opponte con- 
elusion from that of the hoo. gentleman (Mr. B«llie). 

" I trust that none will join in this vote who have 
nut considered tltc colonial i]ue«tiDn fully, and that 
none will vote in favour of the motion who do not fuel 
bound to pronounce a vote of censure upon the late 
Governor uf Ceylon, upon the Secretary of State fur 
the Colonies, and upon the Government If that be 
the cose, I shall clu^rfully leave the decision to the 
House. I believe, whatever that dcdsion may be, that 
the rules and maxims that we have laid down must be 
the rules and maxims by which any Government will 
be guided which seeks to preserve this empire ; and 
that if any Oovemment uu* to take the dattardli/ part 
tf taerifidtig a Oovemor becau§e then wai a clamour 
raited againit him, got up with great perteoeranee and 
indiutrg — / believe th<a the Govemynent, while it tumid 
aaerifiee the eoloniet, uxmld mcef with the repmtation, 
the dttervtd reprobation, cf the people of England." 

Earl Bunell having acceded to a Royal Commianon 
being aeut out to inquire into Governor Eyre's conduct. 
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the gentlemen who had formed the deputatioD to Mr. 
Cardwcll, without a moment's lota of time, tuinect 
thcinsclvcs into an Association, under the title of the 
"Jamaica Committee," for the purpose of holding a 
court of inquiry tlicmeclvcs, both in London and in 
Jamaica. Attorneys, barristers, clerks, and a hoet of 
other persons, were appointed by tliem ; and vhco the 
members of tlie Royal (ilommiesion, Sr Henry Storks, 
Mr. Ru£scll Gumcy, and Mr. Maule soiled from Eng- 
land, the CumtiiiBsiou despatched by tlic Jamaica Com- 
mittee, look ship in the same vessel, with express and 
significant instructions in writing from tlie attorneys to. 
(he barristers sent out by tlie Jamaica Committee that 
" there were, bcsidis tbe inquiry before the Commission, 
two otliur kinds of proceedings which might bereoAer 
become expedient," viz., indictments against the parties 
implicated, and actions to be brought for damages. It 
need scarcely be wondered at that, witli such instnio- 
tions, both indictments and mil actions have followed. 
After a protracted incjuiry, tlie Royal Commission ter> 
minated its proceedings with the following results : — 

Conetugumt arrived at bff the Boj/al Committim. 
Upon the subjects proposed for our inquiry we hare 
come to the following conclunous : — 

I. 
That the disturbances in St Thomas-in-the-Eaat had 
their immediate origin in a planned reustaoee to law- 
ful authority. 
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Tbat the causes Icadinf; to the detenninatioo to o0er 
that reuBtance were waDifoId : — i 

(1.) That a principal object of the disturbers of 
order was the obtaining of land free from 
the payment of rent 
(2.) That an additional incentive to the violation 
of tlie law arose from the want of confi- 
dence generally felt by the labouring class 
in the tribunnfs before which most of the 
disputes afTcctiiig their interests were 
carried fur adjudication. 
(Z.) Tbat sonic, moreover, were animated by feel- 
ings of hostility towards political and per- 
sonal opponents, while not a few contem- 
plated tlic att.iinmciit of their ends by the 
death or expulsion of the white inhabitants 
of the island. 

UI. 
Tluit though the original design for the overthrow 
of constituted authority wad confined to a email jtorUon 
of the parish of St. 'rhoma»-In-the-E)ist, yet that the 
disorder in fact spread with singular rapidily over an 
extensive tract of country, and that such wns the state 
nf excitement prevailing in other parts of the island 
tliat, had more than a momentary success been obtained 
by the insurgents, tlieir ultimate overthrow would have 
been attended with a still more fearful loss of life and 
property. 

IV. 
That praifo is due to Governor Eyre for the skill, 
promptitude, and vigour which he manifested during 
tlie early stogcs of the insurrection ; to the exercise of 
which qualitiM iu speedy tenuioatiun is in a great 
degrea to be attributed. 
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That the military and iiaval opciutioDB ajqpeir to 
us to have been prompt and judicious. 

VI. 

That by the continuance of martial law in its fiill 
force to the extreme limit of its statutory operation the 
people were deprived for a longer tlian the neoessaiT 
period of the great constitutional privileges by wUcs 
the security of life and property is provided for. 

Lastly. 

That the punishments inflicted were excessive. 
(1.) That the punishment of death was unneoei- 

sarily frequent 
(2.) That the floggings were reckless, and at 

Hath positively barbarous. 
(3.) That the burning of 1,000 houses was wanton 

and cruel. 

AVith regard to the opinion of the Royal CJommis* 
sioners on the subject of martial law being kept in 
force " to the extreme limit of its statutory opcratioOy** 
it should be remembered that the Commissioners were 
sitting in judgment u]>on the actions of a general 
when the smoke had cleared off the battle-field,* and 
that martial law was kept in force only with the express 
advice of the Council of War, to whose opuaions 
Governor Eyre was bound to defer.f 

* 8oo Proff&for Tyndall'i able reply to Jamaica Oommittee, in 
Appcmlix. Marked B. 

t Mr. Kyro thus gave his ronanufi for tho oontinoatioa of niArtial 
law in his exaniinntion before tlio Roval Comniission :— 

**Iiiow givo tho reasons ^hich induced me to tliiuk that martial 
law thouhl bo continutHh They aro vcx^ abort:— 

** l«t In onlcr to deal sumnKirily with the oaaca excepted fioni 
tbe opcratioa of Uie amnesty, many of the partaea being at guilty •■ 
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'Whether the punuhmcnt of death was uoncceasarilj 
frequent, and the floggings rcckleu, wo refer to a 
pamphlet puUuhvd hy the Jamaica Committee itself, 
wherein it ii itated that " the riotera were African* m 
viwivQuett a* thy were in theirmtiive w3da" How- 
ever much, therefure, it may be regretted that excesaea 
took place (aa they always unhai^ily must where a 
country is in a state of insurrectioa and military law 
an absolute neccanty), the blame rests with those who 



Uio iclirlliuo lind ciutiil, bim] tu Hffixil linio tn rcnr^nin tlia citiI 
inatituUmu. Tbc cntlna, tlie nuiiri>tnh-N tlio clergy, niiil otiicr 
prindpul inluiliitniiK bml bcro kilhul, wouiulral, or (IriTrn avajr. 
The iiupcrtor nf piitira luul Iigbd Icillnl, anil tlio fnccc bcvnmc dii- 
OTf^nizud ami drnvmliinl. The rourt-liOUM itarlf %u» burnt tu tlio 
gnmnd. It wn» ini{imiib]B to re-nlabliuli riril JtiititutimB kod 
relationait •neliBJiiiK-tuir, or witlionlaaiimdcDUiincbcJiigsllownl 
ht leronitnirtion, anil for the irtnni ol Tnngistintea,rlcrgy. mirl otiicr 
inlubilBiiti wbo hod bran onmpcUed to fly ilunng tlie rebrllion, I 
thiak lh*t fi one Tcr? importftut Teaaoo wlijr it mat impowible to bare 
Mvpendnl miirlUl law." 

And in anawtT to nm next qurilinn, idJlSii,—" Wliat, in tnur 
opinion, wnald have bena tlM miit that wonld liaro ariwo froia 
Uking that parlicular coune on Uw 30th of October T" be pro- 

"Snllj. It waa inipnrtaiit that for nnio abort timo longer, at leart, 
tbaGonmnient ibiiuld oontintM marlinl Uw. to oDpnilo u an ex- 
ainplii and a waminf; I'a farmr m OTur tbc diaifli.'Cted of other dlatricta 
witliool the neiTfliily ul iinjiiMng il in llirme dialrirta. 

" Itliif. The iDdiralioo wbieli tlia eootiDunnco of martial law in 
tbe eoanty of Snrrey for aonie daj< after Uio amneatj gnve of tlia 
daterminntioo of the QaremnMnt In deal proropU; and dvciaiicl; 
wilhpennaa^iljaf rebellion, or tlienxioonillaiitetimea of murder 
and arm, waa the uaat efficacioDa ilep ft could take to oTenwo the 
. otJl-diapMod In other pMta of the 01^;, and tlicrebj proreat anj 
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It itvki tiies 'aaRnUe lioie 
utgrua ** iive like jigB m a «t.* 
no but was dcstfojred cseept 
Ttie lirport of the Boj«l 
mrux bosne; oc tiie 18th Jbdc, l^>i, Mr. Onim, • 
SecrcUn* of •N.o^:; for ibe Coiooie% addresMd a leccr 
to Sir IIcTinr >:ork«, io which he eipmatd the tp- 
proral of tu: Home GoTcmmcnt &r the cbeerfolaf- 
•bunoc rc-riilen.'d to ttie Commknoo bj GoTcmor Em, 
ID the {»n/BCCution of iu iDquirica. Mr. CaidveQ eoo- 
tinued, and we tiiink it adrisablc here to quote his own 
words: — ^Though tlic original design for the orcr- 
throw of constituted authority was confined to a small 
portion of tlie paribb of St Thomas-in-the-Eastv jet 
there can now be no doubt that the disturbances there 
had their origin in a planned resistance to that authority. 
It is further evident, looking to the ntigular rapidk}/ 
wUh which diiorder ipread over an exteneioe tract iff 
country^ and to t/ie Uate of excitement prevaUmg m 
other parte of the island^ t/uxt the ultimate defeat of the 
ineurgente would have been attended with a etiU more 
feofful lo$$ of life and property had they been pemUUed 
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to oitain a more than momeHtary tueeeat. Under these 
dnninutances Governor Eyre taWj deserves all the 
commendation which you have bestowed upon the skill, 
promptitude, and vigour, which be tnaoifested during 
the earlj stages of the insurrection, to the exercise of 
which qualities on his part you justly attribute in t 
great dt-grce its speedy termination." 

If tliis means anything at all, it means tliat but for 
Ur. Gyre's " promptitude and vigour " the whole island 
<it Jamaica would have risen in insurrection, and that 
had the insurgents been allowed " more than a momen- 
• tary success" more hangings shooting and floggings, 
must of necessity have taken place ; therefore, that 
Governor Eyre's prompt severity was really tlie moat 
merciful course in the long run that could possibly 
have been adopted. But let us go further. Mr. Card- 
well continues : — 

** As regards the prochimation of martial law under 
the Island Act of 1844, her llajesty's Government 
agree with you that the Council of War had ffoodrtaatm 
for the advice which theif gave, and the Governor was 
well juttifed in acting upon that advice. Her Slajcsty's 
Government agree in your conclusion that tlic military 
and naval operations were prompt and judicious, and, 
eotuidering the large thare ptrtonaUy taken by Governor 
£jfre at the direction of thoae operationt, they attr&ut* 
to him a large thare alto of the credit which it due for 
their tuceett. The addresses of the X^slative Council 
of the House of Aaiembly, of tbs various parishes of 
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the island, and of others, testify the sense generally 
entertained by the white and eoUmrtd inhabitants of 
their obligation to Governor Eyre, for the promptitode 
and vigour of those roeasurea** 

This, be it remembered, was not written by Mr. 
Cardwcll before the whole facts of the case were before 
him, which may possibly be urged by Mr. Eyre's de- 
tractors, when referring to the Secretary of State's 
despatch quoted in the beginning of this cliapter ; it 
was written after the Royal Commission had given its 
verdict, and after careful consideration on the part of 
her Majesty's Government 

This despatch is of vital importance at the present 
moment, and no excuse is necessary for quoUng fiurther 
from it, and at some length. With regard to the con- 
tinuance of martial law to the extreme limit of its 
statutory operation, and to the excessive nature of the 
punishments inflicted, Mr. Cardwell writes: — "The 
greatest consideration is due to a Governor placed in 
the circumstances in which Governor Eyre was placed. 
The suddenness of the insurrection; tlie uncertainty 
of its possible extent ; its avowed character as a con- 
test of colour ; the atrocities committed at its first 
outbreak ; the great disparity in numbers between the 
white and black populations ; the real dangers and the 
vague alarms by which he was on every side sur- 
rounded ; the inadequacy of the force at hie command 
to Hcure tuperioritjf in every district; the exaggerated 
statements which reached him continually from distant 
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puts of the iiland ; the tkinity of Hayti, and the fact 
that « dril war was at the time going on in th^t 
countiy ;— all these circunutancn tended to imprew hit 
mind with a convietion that the worst consequences were 
to be appreltcnded from the sliglitest appearance of 
indeciuon. Nor must it be forgotten that he resisted 
the proposal urgently made to him by the Gustos and 
the magistrates to procbim Kingston ; that he refused 
to accede to the suggestion of Colonel ^Vliitficld to 
proclaim the parishes of Trelawney, St James, 
Hanorer, and WestmoreUnd, or to that of Tkfajor- 
Gcneral O'Connor, who tliought that from the first tlie 
whole island ou^ht to have been placed under martial 
law ; and that in rospcct both to the assistance offered 
by the GoTornor of Cuba, and to the Rummoning of 
Britisli troops from Halifax, Nova Scotia, he showed 
himself superior to feelingt of alarm exprttted and 
tnUrtained by thotr. around him."- 

Has the " greatest consideration," which Mr. Card- 
well says ** is due to a Governor placed in the circum- 
stance* in which Governor Eyre was placed," been 
shown to that gentleman ? 

Mr. (Jardwell concludes this most important de- 
spatch with tbo followiug pnragrapli : — 

"Finally, I have to express on the part of her 
Majesty's Government their sense of the promptitude 
and judgment with which Governor Eyre submitted to 
the late LegisUture the views which he entertained, 
and in wiuch they so readily concurred, as to the ex- 
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pcdiency of efTccting a decided duDge in tbe mode of 
Govemtncnt of tlio colony. Those views have been 
confiniied l)y tlie sanction of the Crown, and by an Act 
of the Imperial Parliament, and tlui new fonn of 
(jovcmiuciit U about to be catabliahed under the 
Governor wlio shall succeed yuu (Sir H. Stoiis) wben 
you are relieved of your temporary duties. It remaim, 
therefore, to decide whether the inauguratioa of the 
new Government eliall be accomplished by Mr. Eyre^ 
or whetlicr her Majesty shall be advised to intrust thu 
arduous task to some otlier person who may approach it 
free from all tlic difficulties inseparablfl froni a partio- 
pation in the riucstions nuscd by the recent troubles. 

"They (the Home Government) do not feelt there- 
fore, tliat they should discharge their duty by advising 
the Crown to replace Mr. Eyre in his former Govern- 
ment ; and tlicy cannot doubt tliat, by placing tbe new 
form of Government in new hands, thtsj are taking Ibe 
course best calculated to allay animosities, to oondliate 
general confidence, and to establish on firm and soUd 
groundd the future welfare of Jamaica." 

Tiiu jiluiit Eugliflli uf the lost few liact of the above 
paragraph is that Mr. Eyre, after a lifetime devoted 
to the service of his country, in every climate and 
every quarter of the globe, and within a lew mootha of 
bis retiring pension, has been turned adrift witbout t 
uipencel 



254 LIFE OF EDWARD JOHN ETRE. 

When Mr. Eyre left Jamaica, he had been in the 
public eerrice fivc^nd-twenty years, and twenty years 
of tliat long period as the representative of his 
Sovereign, as Lieutenant-Governor or Governor. 
During this period he bad under his government the 
various colonies of New Zealand, Saint Vincent, An- 
tigua, the Virgin Isles, Nevis, Montserrat, Saint 
Christo]>her*s, Dominica, Turk's and Caicos Island, 
British Honduras, and Jamaica. Wherever he went 
be made warm friends, and gained always the good- 
will and the affectionate esteem of the colonists. 

When it became known that Mr. Eyre had been 
removed from the Governorship of Jamaica, there 
was a feeling of indescribable sorrow throughout the 
entire island. 

On the 24th July, 18CG, at a quarter to three 
oclock. Governor Eyre started from the residence 
of Capt Cooper, R.N., and drove to the Boyal 
Mail Steam Company *s wharf, tlie place of em- 
barkation. Throughout the way the windows of 
the houses were filled and the road^ crowded with 
spectators, who pressed forward to say, "God bless 
Governor Eyre I" As he drew nearer the wharf, the 
streets were almost impassable, so densely were they 
thronged with people of all classes, but principally 
with negroes, who cheered him warmly, shouting, 
** God bless your Excellency !" Numberless were the 
expressioDs of affection and good-will bestowed on him 
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by tlic lower classes, such as, ** God bless GoTcnior 
Eyre !" '* A good and prosperous voyage to you, sir T 
*' God bless ]\Irs. Eyre and your children !'' On read- 
ing the place of embarkation the crowd was still more 
intense, the enthusiasm still greater. The respectable 
and influential people of all classes had collected here 
to receive him : and, on his getting out of his carriage, 
people thronged around to catcli a last look, and to 
say good-bye. Every gentleman who could be present 
was there, and every lady also. The utmost order 
prevailed. Tlie military band played ** God save the 
Queen " as Governor Eyre passed on to the ship, 
amidst the earnest blessings of the high and low, rich 
and poor of the land, who had met to pay him tliis last 
act of respect. On reaching the steamer. Governor 
Eyre found the vessel also crowded with gentlemen and 
ladies, who had come from far and near to bid him and 
Mrs. Eyre farewell. Here the bi;»hop and clergy pre- 
sented him with a farewell address, after which 
Governor Eyre moved to the stem of the ship, to afford 
the crowds who flocked on board the opportunity of 
shaking hands with him. This continued till the 
steamer got under weigh, and as she moved off, renewed 
cheers and renewed blessings were showered upon him 
and upon his family.^ 

* For fartlior newspaper reports on the subject, see Appendix F, 
which contains tho Ofldrcsses and Mr. Ejre's farewell qieeoheSt la 
which ho Tindicatet his own ofllcial course of aotioo. 
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And Mr. Eyre b now, in England, subjected to a 
criminal prosecution. A committee has raised a fund, 
to indict him for murder ; but his reputation will rest 
upon the foundation of honourable senrioe and zealous 
devotion to the cause of his country. Calm before 
real danp^er ; amongst savages ; in the desolate wilder- 
ness; amidst insurrection, rebellion, and anarchy; he 
is not likely to quail before those who are now banded 
together to persecute him. He may say (as was said 
by another great man, placed in the same position as 
himself) that the inventions of malice and the credulity 
of ignorance are equally unable to afiect his mbd or 
influence his conduct in any situation or circumstance 
of life. The libels which have outra^i^ed truth, and 
endeavoured to corrupt tlie sources of public justice, 
have neither succeeded in alarming bis apprehensions 
nor irritating bis disposition. The good will of his 
oountr}inen is to him an object of virtuous ambition, 
and to such reputation as is based on the conscien- 
tious discbarge of his duty he confidently but calmly 
aspires. 
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EVIDENCE IN THE CASE OF MR. GORDON. 

(Extracted from tlte lieport of the Bayal Comminiimen,) 

TuE affairs of the imrish of St Thomas-in-tbe-Eiiat wei« the 
subject of great interest among many of the parishionen who 
were friends of Mr. Gordon. Many looked to him for adnoc^ 
which they relied on and followed. 

Among these was Paul lk>gle, who cultivated a few acres 
of land at Stony Gut, a village in the hills about six milee 
inland from Morant Bay. 

A chai>el belonging to him of small dimensions stood on his 
land, and was opened about Christmas, 1864. He wta a 
member of the *' Native Baptists,** a sect so called as being 
independent of and distinguished from the London Baptist 
Mission. Mr. Gordon was an intimate friend and corre jpo * 
dent of Bogle.* 

Mr. Gordon had himself become a Baptist, and bad a Taber- 
nacle of his own on the Parade at Kingston. To Panl Bo^ 
he addressed a short note when about to become nich mem- 
ber, as follows : 

'^ 11th December, 1861. 

*' Mr. Paul Boole,— I am to be hapiited on Chruimeu Daj» 
this day two weeks. Remember me on that day. 

«G. W. GORDON." 



• AlUioa8liO.W.GonloQdeckndBOrttolaMl7aftUtti«ftl.aiii 
FmI Bo|te WM « itnuifv to him. 
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On tlM SOtb F<ibnui7, 1864, Ur. Oordoa wniU from 
Einsotoa to PmI Bosk at Siooj Ont, M followa (tiitcr irfia); 

'DuR Boole,— Thing! in htd in Juoafcs, ud wiD m- 
qnin » gn*t deal or puiging." 

When Pftnl Buglu'i booM wu Muehad la Octobar, « IM 
of ton naiDM wm found then in the hmndwriting of Ur, 
Oordon. Ur. 0(»d<Ni'a o«n tuuii« wm at tho head of this 
Iwt, and tho uiiie otbar namoa wen thoaa of penona ooo* 
aectod with DogU'a |>artj. A ntucA layr litl 1/ nawtn, moat 
of which wen original aignaturaa or ma^ was aftenrarda 
tahen from the pnvaU wrUins^ahk pf Ur. QtrAm at Cbmnj 
Ganlen. lliia laat litt waa headed bj the name of Panl 
Bosle, and ooiitaiued 149 otber namea, many of which b^ 
longod to penona teKo lonv imiikaUd iit Me ovlbrtai at 

Ur, Henry Janioa Lawnnee wm Ur. Gordon'a manager 
and nsident agent on bia eatata called " Ithine," near Bath, 
in St, Thomas- iD-tbe-EaHl. 

Ho thua wntM to Lawrence : 

" They (Ketelboldt and IleraoboU) an a reiy widicd land, 
and tho Lord will yet nward fAcm nil .... I note what you 
aay of He i* a aort of fiend who, altho' chMtiaed, 

hH remained hanlEned. We can aBbnl to apare him, and 
perhapa England will bettor agree with hiu, Jtfant, U« rtifit 
^ Mtn wiU »l» noH if eirf fAarl." 

Agun, OD flth Uarch, 1803^ be writea to Ur, Lawrence: 

*■ I note what yon aay n Oxford and Walker and Ketel- 
boldt,— the pariih will be well rid of Walker, but the evil 
will bo doubled (I) in Baron, and I quite agree with yonr 
aratiMcnla It* miut wuit and tet wAa( (A« tnd vtS ht ^ uU 
tkm nS iotnl . . , . Tbaiika alM> f(w arranging with Kirk- 
laod. I ahall traat him aa ho morita. AVliat an unreliaUa 
anr (iJe) they all are. I am dwidrio with Mem at>d muat 
try to keep aloof and abora them. The £s. Com. Got. tad 
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Buhnp I what » Mt, qui any ri^iaiuit ht plaetd on tittm t and 
mh tiiatUn go oa with auoh men al tit hJm f 

AgwD ha writes to hia monagsr, S7th April, 18GA : 

" The CBM of Qonlan f. KatolhoMt wna k graftt triamph to 
Baron and all tha Cookea, for in aiiiU of vtoTyMuo% whidi 
waa dearly in taj farour, thoy got a jiiiy of fira to give a 
verdiol for dafeudanL What a freah victory ia thia for them 
all! How well it IooIcb, and how diminialMd ia taj hoadl 

bat ivait, it u not ytl all overt Tha Attomty-Ganatal 

dingraced hiuuelf by low conduct. Sneddea iiroved ft traitor, 
and M'Keniie a Moar woilhltu li/iiig fiitow. Uaving nutlunf 
to do with tbo man, he ia a grtiU villam («ic).' 

And R^n, ou the SOth April, 1809: 

" I hare no doubt there are dual actions and atTODg midar- 
ourreiiia agaiuat me, but wait and aee the end of it, be not cad 
doion, the LorU ia at hand .... I'bore ia a aort of prraant 
exultation in the Uaron, Ueraohell, Cooke, &o^ all thtir pointa 
being ettrrinl. .... I note tho great and glorioua gathering 
at Ithino House ; Ihi't in vtry beautlfiiK 

" Aleaais. Warroiiigtoa and IJeuiy Seymour Koouedy an 
new J. P.'a for St. Tlioma»-y'-Eiu.t, and aome few taora az- 
pecling. All very beanU/al. Great oonoerua for gre«t men 1 
Kftp yoa ijuUt and mx Iht end t/ it all." 

On tha 4th of May he wrote, " I know the invetente dis- 
like of Ueraohell and all his eon/rcrtt. Tbeg via aofft ail find 
their IcikI, and go like chaff ayiiHit Iht tuind." 

Mr. Gordon waa ataying at Hurdley in the Flaiatain Garden 
district of the pariah in June, 1 bOS, and in ooDveraation then 
with Mr. Harrison, he waa ipoken to about the atate of the 
feeling among the people, and told that he oouhl not oontral 
it. In reply, " Oh 1" aoid Mr. Gordon, " if I wantod a rebel- 
lion I could have had one long ago. I hara bun aaked 
•Torat timea to head a rebellion, but there ia no foar of that, 
'■ will try fiiat a demonatntion of it, but I muat npaat tltafc 
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fallow Hanebell, tai kkk him ont of tlw TttHrj, ftod tb« 
BaroD tbo, or bftd will conu of it." 

On tlw ISth of July h« wnta to lAwnnoe it Um Bhina. 
" Ileracbell hu got tDother £40 for pen tt Bkth Charoli, 
through tha akl of hii frieod Price. What will theae (?) man, 
auraly some calamitj will come on them," 

About the aame time, oonveraiog with Mr. Arthur Beck- 
with at Kingitoii, about a meeting held od the aubjeet of 
labounra and wagea, Mr. Gordoo waa told it na oalonlated 
to oJtcite a apirit of diaaffeoUon uaongat the jMOpk ; to which 
Ur. Gordon answered, " Ah I well, we must have it eome 
wigr or the other; thia la tha groat movement ; and if we 
do not Mcure it in thia wajr, in ifz nimlAi Am teiU be a nvo- 
Mioit in 1^4 couslrg, and a» J have aliaagt itood by the people, 
I tent Uand by thtm then" 

On the llUi August a printed addresa to the people of St. 
Thomaa-in-the-Eut, headed " State of the Island," waa poated 
np on a cotton-tree io the main load at Alorant Bay, api>oaite 
William Chiabolm'a houao. Ilie oHginnl drnft of thia addreaa, 
in the writing of Ur. Gordon, was given bj him to a com- 
poaitor at Kingston shortly before to be set uji in type, with 
direotifioB to Torward copies to one Rodney, at SL Anne's Bay, 
othera tn Jwnea Sullivan at Itath, and further copiea to Paul 
Bogle and to William Chiaholm at Slorant Bay. 

Theae copiea were sent. In thia address is found the 
following iMutaage i 

* People of St. Thomas-in-the-Eaat I Vou have been ground 
down too long already ; ahake off your sloth, and speak like 
honoorabla and free men at your meeting. Let not a erwftj, 
Jeauitical prieathood deceive you, Pre|iare fur your duty. 
Beroember the deautution in the midst of your familtea, and 
yonr forlorn oondition. The Government have taxed you to 
defend your own rights sgainst ths snormiliee of an uoaoru- 
puloua and oppreasire foreigner, Ur. Custoa Ketelholdt. Yon 
fed this. It is MO irasdn- |aii do. You have been dared in this 
|>rar«king aet, and it ia suffloient to extinguish your kag 
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l^iis is not tinw vbao aoch deads ahcMiM 1m pw- 
pgtimtad, but as ther hare been, it is jour datj to apeak out 
and to act too. We adriae yoa to be iqp and doii^ and 
to maintain your cauae. Yoa muai be united in joor 



An open-air meeting on Satoidaj, Angnst 12tli, held in the 
mavket-plaoe in front of the Goort Hoaae,at llormnt Baj. 
under a gjnnep-tree. was presided orer bj Mr. Gordon^ ai 
which Paui Bog^ and Mooes Ba^ were present. Beaokitiooa 
oo the conduct of th< Goviniment..and on the depreasedatate 
of the labouring classes, axid the price of kbour, and low rate 
of wages, were i«s8ed ; and in xvferenos to the dren]ar« called 
the " Queen's aJrioe to the people,* Mr. Gordon said that 
" The Queen's messsgc to the working clmses of Jamaica 
ia not true ; I sajr it is not true ; it is a lie ; it doea not oome 
from the Queen ; the Queen does not know anything about 
it- 

At the time of this meeting Mr. Gordon was staying at 
hia cottage on the Khine Estate, sixteen miles from IXorant 
Btj. 

In familiar conversation with Mrs. Major, tUo wife of 
Dr. Major, his tenant of |)art of that estate, ho was told by her 
that in his si^ccches which she had recently been readings ho 
waa certainly guilty of high treason, and she would accuse him 
of it. He replied, ** Oh no, they have printed it wrong ; I noTor 
made use of such expressions, and you can't do it. J kav9 
JMd gime a$/nr as I can go, but no further!* 

In this conversation be 8|K>ke of the GoTcmor aa "a wicked 
* and said " that it would be a blessing to the countiy if 
one would shoot him ;** and that Mr. Herschell and the 
Baron were ^ bad and wicked men, and it would be a hlnoaing 
if tfaeae three men were removed." 

On the night of the 15th August, a meeting waa held at a 
houao belonging to Mr. Gordon, at Morant Bay, opposito tho 
Woaleyan Chapel, at which James M'lAren acted aa Secretaiy^ 
with about thirty persons present ; from this mooting firo 




262 APFEXDIX A. 

piTMnt wan tuned kwaj ■• apiM, who liwl not iirerioualjr 
aUMidad Uw meeting on the 12th of Angiut. 

llr. U. W. □ordon fttt«Dde<I Mid ipoke ai k meetiDg held 
ftk tb« " Allej" in Vcre, on tbe 4th of Saptembor, Haaud: 
" They report to tha Quean tEiat jou are thievea, .... 
The uotioe Ui»t ia Mid to ba tha Queeii'B adrioe ia kB traah ] 

it ia 00 adiioe of the Queeo at all I ivaa told bj 

aome of jon that yoor orcraoera aaid that if anj of yva 
attended this meeting thejr would tear down your houaw. 
TeQ than that 1, Qeorga William Gordon, tay they dan not 
do it. Hi* tynmnj/. Ion miat do wAaf J/aj/ti doct. Tow 
JkiM a had mmht aoiF, but yon vtit havs a lame one Iken.' 

Tha following ia a paaaage iu a letter addreaaed to Dr. 
Brace, by Ur, Sydney Levien, the editor of a local tiew«pai«r, 
in refurenoo to thia Vcre moetiog : — " 1 coulil acarccly oom- 
mud vital thought enough yeaterday to do juatice to your 
meeting, and, agaiiiBt tho wiah of William, I wrote tho feeble 
editorial that appeared to aeoood the noble exertiona of 
the Vera people, AH I detirt it Is Aitld yon and Ihtm /ram 
the tharyr cf annrthi/ and tumidl, trhieh t'n a ihorl lime mutt 
foHoa ih-'K/tarfnX demo'tUratioHK Uow I auooeedDd you muat 
judge for youraalf." 

Aboat three weeka bofors the erenta at Morant Boy, and 
afaortly after hia iipeech at Vera, Mr. Oordon woa at the Uank 
of Jamaica at Kingdton, oonvarajog with Mr. Jamea Ford, the 
Secretary, on the lubjcot of that ipeech ; and Mr. Ford then 
■aid to him, " Suppoaiu^ Mr. Gordou, the people were to be 
■ueb foola aa to riae in rebellion, do you think that oTen 
io tha erent of thair being auooeaafiil in their cutting all 
oar throata, which ia perfeotly poaaiUe, in the Grat ruing, if 
thay took ua by aurpriae, that England either ooold not, 
or would not, avenge ua amply, ao that every oua of tham 
would be killed and done away withT" Ur. Gordon aaid, 
" Ah, Ur. Ford, jrou an quite miatakea tbara f all tho powan 
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of tho Great Napoleon ooidd not put down ilia risiiig ia 
Hay ti, and that wab successful, for the troops died of diseass 
before they could meet tho people ia the mountaioa.* 
Mr. Ford then said, ** But in India, a very short time ago^ an 
organised, armed, and formidable rebellion of millions 
againnt tho Government, and we know how they were 
cessful at firsr, but it was very quietly, steadily, and deter- 
mincHily put down, an<l Kngland's power has been kept, and 
so it would be here.** Mr. Gordon then replied, '* Mr. Ford, 
India is not at all a case in pointy for India is a flat eoontry, 
and the Knglish troops would overrun it and conquer it ; but 
this country is a mountainous country, and before the British 
troops could reach the people in the mountains they would 
die of disease here.** 

He then went away, observing, ** Of course, this is mere 
abstract talking." 



Air. Lawrence, writing from the Rhino on the 8th of Sep- 
tember to Mr. Gordon on private business, makes the follow- 
ing remark ou local affairs : " I see by the paiiers that Mount 
Pleasant and Hall Head have been oflfered for sale by the 

Hon. W. P. Georges I suppose this green bay* 

tree (Hon. W. P. Georges) will continue to spread whUt <Ai 
day (/ retribution draw$ nigh /or hi$ numerou$ tran9gremiom»^ 
and the ex-member of Assembly (Mr. D.) humbled." 

On the 14th of September, he wrote to Mr. Lawrenoe at the 
Rhine Estate, " I fear we cannot mend public matters in St 
ThomaA-ye-East| so we had better look to our individual cir- 
cumstances more clearly. I believe tho Governor and his nest 
of Custodes are capable of anything, but tk$ Lard will toon totdUr 
them at the chaff bc/(»retJui wind.** .... "* There is just 
now great exultation, and a second verdict against me, and 
Jackson removed to satisfy the Baron 1 * Amguie in Aer&a.' I 
fancy you know that this means the character you relbr to^ 
tod I have ^>prehensioos that your opinions may be oorraot. 
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Aa the outbreak took place at a diatanoa of mora tliaa 
thirty milea, late od the aftemooD of the llth» and waa not 
kDown ID KiDgstoD till the middle of the following daj, 
it was suggested to Mrs. Qordou that probably it waa on 
Thursday, the 12th, that Mr. GordoD first spoke to her od the 
subject. Upon this she replied, that ** Wednetdny evenimg Ac 
broufjht the tiitm,** and that ** Mr. Gordon came up on the 18th« 
and said the outbreak at Morant Bay was true that we beard 
of on the Weducsday." He added, '* that the feeling seemed 
to be so strong to put (sic) a pistol to him, and get rid 
of him, OS thoy did the President of America.** 

When the news of the events of October 11th reached 
Kingston, on the following day, they wore not fuU^ belieTed 
by many persons there in the first instance. 

On this day, about two o'clock, Mr. Lee, a friend of Mr. 
Gordon, mentioned to him tlie news of what had happened 
at Morant Bay, and Mr. Gordon seemed much distressed. 

Mr. Loo said, " George, I foar your agitation at Morant Bay 
has been the cause of all this.** Mr. Gordon said, ** I noTer 
gave them bad advice. I only told them the Lord would 
send them a day of deliverance." And, when siMsaking of 
Baron Ketclholdt boing killed, Mr. Gordon added, ** / toU him 
not to go, but ho was such an obstinate man.** 

Dr. Major, Mr. Gordon's tenant at Rhine, about aixteen 
miles from lilorant Bay, was at seven o'clock on the morning 
of Ootobor 11th, leaving the Rhine in order to attend the 
meeting of the vestry at Morant Bay. He met Mr. Lawrence, 
Gordon's overseer, as he came out of the gate, who tried to 
dissuade him from going, by saying; " I ahould atrongly ad- 
vise you not to go." Dr. M^jor went, however, and aboot 
two o'clock Mrs. Major sent to Lawrence for intelligence^ at 
which hour he called on her at the Rhine, saying that ** ha 
heard nothing further than that there was a great distarbanoa^ 
but that she need be under no apprehension about the Doctor, 
he would be quite safe, hut the Baron and Mr, IlenMU Ac 
/eared were doomedj* This oonversation was, in point of tiiii% 
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hrfcre the fight h«d begun atMormnt Bay, where, Aocording to 
aU endenoe, the Boron and Mr. Uerschell were not killed till 
after fire o'clock. 

About three o'clock tho same afternoon, Mrs. ^f^jor again 
made inquiry by note sent by her servant to Lawrence, and he 
then sent word by the senrant to her, ** that the Doctor would 
be quite safe, hut Mr* JJenehcll and iht Baron he Itad no hope 
q^l** About the same time he also wrote to her the following 
note: 

** Dear Madam,— Things seem in a fearful way ; the Doctor 
did not seem to know of the rebellion at Morant Bay till 
I told him, but I beg you will not be troubled. I have 
no doubt the feeling will be quieted. The Volunteer foroo 
moTed on the scene of action this morning at one o'clock. I 
will let you know if anything more transpires.** 

This note was receiTed before four o*olock on the 11th of 
October, and at that time the events had not yet ended in 
the deaths of the Gustos and Mr. Herachell, nor could the 
news of what had hapix^ned at Morant Bay have reached the 
Bhine at a distance of sixteen miles. 

On the 12th of October, the next day, Lawrence wrote to 
Mrs. Migor as follows : 

'^Dear Madam, — I am sorry I have no reliable news for 
yoo. I have heard a good deal, but think much of what I 
bear is false. There is a report about the Doctor, but the 
same ia not true. The negroee know fuU well who fit for 
rdributionJ' 

On Friday mornings the 13th October, he went over to 
Spanish Town before ten o'clock in the morning, llie case 
of Gordon «. Ketelholdt had been fixed for argument in Court 
there that day. He called at the office of his attorney there, 
and asked how the matter atood, and was told that the suit 
at an end, in oonseqaenoa of the death of the Baron, if 
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tbftt fact was true. He then nuda inquiriN u to t&a eoib 
of the Buit, whereupon bis ittama; deoUiMd under the •erieos 
existing cirouoiaUuioes to enter iota eueh detuls. A panoo 
then preaent remsrked to him tbAt there in» plant/ of time 
for him to go lo St. Thomss-in-the>E&st, sod to •seraia* hii 
influence on the aide of order ; to which Gordon nplied, " If 
I go to St, Thomas-in-tbe-Esst, the aomont nurtial k« ia 
proolsimed I ahsll be the first man bung.' 




FBOFESSOB ITMSALL'S REPLT TO THE JAUAICA 
COMMTPrEE. 

QtKTiBtgSy~Yaa have done tne the bonour of undiog cw 
certain papers " relating to the atrocities of the authoritie* 
in Jamaica," during Uie auppreaaioD of the late "alleged 
rebellion." 

1 am lar from being inMnsible to the opinion which your 
eourtea/ in Mndinp me theae papers implies : narael;, that I 
am incapable oT defending an; line of conduct to whioli the 
tann " atrocioiu " coulJ with foiroeaa be applied. 

Amid the manj distraotiog lights which fall upon this 
qneatioo, the notions wbich I hate been able to form regard- 
iog Jamaica, and the inlerprctation which I have been able 
to put upon occuirencet jou ao eamestly denounce, are 
these: 

That throagb the abaenoe of neoeasarj guidance and goTer- 
nance, the negroes of the 00I0D7 had faUen into ■ rmry chaotie 
and bad oondition, prwentiDg a deplorable oootiaat witb their 
brathreo id other colonies, who, favoured with less leisure, 
hare baoome far bcttar men. The Jamaica negroes arr, I am 
infixtned, as a gcnenJ rule, hij and profligate, while manjr of 
the antborities I have oonaulted, and who bare lived among 
tbeae paopla, add a third and weightier a^jeetiTs, which I 
fttnia ftwn writing down. 

It. U not, I baliere^ eootcndad, even bf their ftienda, that 
the JaaateBspoaaaranotta^: itisgalynrgadin eztnua- 
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tioD that white men under the same oiroumaUuioee would U 
lazjr too. 

Be ho black or white, the man who illustrates this dootriM^ 
and who lives as the negroes of Jamaica are repmied to lirt, 
soon ceases to be a civilised being. 

But he may be harmless and docile notwithslandim 
Though absolutely useless, he may not be dangerous. Is tbii 
the character of the West Indian negro, or is it not? 

History, written without reference to the Jamaica in80^ 
rection->written long years before the committal of the deedi 
you denounce — gives the foUowing answer to this questioo : 

*' This vast conspiracy (that of the negroes in St. Domingo)^ 
productive in the end of calamities in the island, unpardlsled 
even in the long catalogue of European atrocity, had for iti 
object the total extirpation of the whites, and the establish- 
meut of an independent black government over the whole 
colony. So inviolable was the secrc»y, so general the dissima* 
lation of the slaves, that the awful catastrophe was in no wij 
apprehended by the European proprietors, and a oonspiracj 
which embraced nearly the whole negro population of the 
island, was revealed only by the obscure hints of a few faithful 
domestics, who, without betraying their comrades, waned 
their masters of the approach of an unknown and terrible 
danger. The explosion was sudden and dreadful, beyond 
anything ever before seen among mankind. At oooe the 
beautiful plains in the north of the island were covered with < 
fires, the labours of a century were devoured in a night, while 
the negroes, like unchained tigers, precipitated themselves on 
their masters, seized their arms, massacred them without 
pity, and threw them into the flames. • • • The cruelties 
exercised on the unhappy captives on both sides in this 
disastrous contest exceeded anything recorded in history. 
The negroes marched with spiked infants on their speais 
instead of colours, they sawed asunder the male prisooen, 
and violated the females on the dead bodies of thsir but* 
bands.**— Alison*a Biat^ry f^ Europe^ ToL tL p. 104. 
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It «■■ paoph of tliU net ud tempM who, called togetlior 
hj the aound of honu ud aholl*, HatmbUd ia hundrada 
KNud the Court Iloiue of Monnt Bajoa the II th of October, 
1880. It waa auoh people wbo then and tbere fell upon our 
eouatTTiiian, and, adar driring them hj firo from the Court 
Honaa, alew, hacked, and mutilatad them; and *ht>, after 
having done thia, proceeded to apread the flame of ioiurrM- 
tion claewbera. 

At the time here refenvd to, diaeontoni, tod diaaffecUon 
pnrailcd tbrou^untt the whole island of Jaoiaica. Ilia I 
pther from jour own dooumanta. The colony then reaembled 
the dried grua of a prairie, ready to be set on Grefrombegin- 
ning to end bj a apark of •uocesatul inaurrectiou. 

But lest what I gather from jonr documcnta should he 
tinotured b; aoj bias of mine, I offer to your notice the fimt 
of a aeries of lettera bearing upon thia aubject, which oomoa 
to mjr hand. 

. On the SOth of Jul;, lees, Mr. Hudaoii, of Jamaica, writes 
thoa to ill. Salmon, of the same island : 

" Spring Tale, Julj SO, 18e& 

" Dkab Sn, — 1 think it incumbent on me to inform jou of 
oertuu reporta of a aariona oatun which are in circulatioo in 
mj neighbourhood. 

■For the past few weeks there bare been rumours of a 
rebellion among the peosantij, but I did not attach tay im- 
portauce to them, but oonoeivcd they originated from want 
of understanding the causes of the recent meetings held in 
thia and the adjacent paiiahea until lately. I have been led 
bj aufficimit information to belisTs tbey sro more than paaa- 
ing raports, and which require aome notioe. 

" It appears that there ia an orgauiaed plot sniong the people 
io this vieinit; for a rebellion about the early part of Auguat 
— "'"g Uy reaso na for beliering there is troth in the 
Matter an these: 

'A hooss giri of mine baa slated several times to mj bmily^ 




hearing that the black iwoplo btiTO agreed upon rising in umt 
at tbe alioTa i)criod for the puqxjso of uiurderin^ the upiier 
cloases, and dimlroyiii^ iiiiJ oiUirwards seiziug their pro^r- 
tic&. She tlooB not deny tlial alio obtuued tbia iufonnktioa 
from her fi'ioniU. For the present she will not say anj'lbiiig 
more go the subject, but only states, 'We must wait ludees,' 
Other persons have likewise given us intelligeiioe of a similar 
nature. Dr. M'Catty mentioned aoiuething to me of a like 
import nliich tends greatly to strengthen them. He stated 
he bod already acquaiiitcd you with the puri>ort of bis io- 
fonuatioD. 

" 1 do not think it would be wise to treat these rununus 
merely as ' idle talcs.' ily district is hot lo join with oUmt 
intta of the island in a move of llio kind, if made, 

"My delicate state orhvaltb prvveats my calling to see you, 
but I shall bo glad to give you whatever further iuformatioii 
in my power, and to receive any Jirectioua from you on the 
Bubjeot. 

" It would not be prudent to allow these strong report* to 
coutluue, without preparing, as far as wo are able, against u 
attempt of disturbance, should it turn out to be correct, 
" I have, &c., 
(Signed) "JoHS UusuOM. 
"The lion. John Salmon, Custos." 

" A house Kirl of mine " : — You, gentlemen, are far better 
ocquoiuted than 1 am with what an illustrious member of 
your body calls " the law of inseparable awiociatioii," and no 
doubt you wiU rcco'inise on illustration of this law in tbe 
promptitude with which the womiogii preceding the troublea 
in St. Domingo suggest themselves od reading ibis letter. 

On the nth of October, as above stated, tbe much dreaded 
action began. The Uovemor of the iskwJ hod then thrown 
upon him the responsibibty of preserving the projMsrty, lires^ 
and honour of 14,000 British men and women, who wen 
scattered in isolated and unprotected pcwitiona UBong s 
negro popuktion of 300,000. 
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And it U to ba nituriced, th>t the Indeti of these people 
were well aware of the idTuiugea of tbeir poaition, Tht/t 
Huj wen not held back from rerolt uid njaae by the ttar 
ot eabeeqaeot retributioa. In the neighbouring isUod of 
flftyli they had the example of a people which had auooe ei 
hil^ defied the power of Fntnoa. In repljr to an intimation 
of the awift Tengeanoe of England In caae of insunoction, 
Ur. Q. W. Gordon was able to )>oint out that " all the power 
of the Gr(«t Napoleoo codid not put down Ihe riaing in Hayti, 
and that was aucoeaaful, for the troope died of diaeaae before 
thej oould meet tfao people in the moimtaina." And when 
the power diapli^yed bj England in oruahing the Indian 
mntinj waa urged upon bia attention, Mr. Gordon waa able 
to reapond, " India ia not at all a caee in point, for India ia a 
flat couDtrj, and the Engliah troopa would overrun and con- 
quer it t but thif ia a mountainoua eountrj, and before the 
Britiah troope could reach the mountaina they would die of 
diaeaae here." 

Taking all theee Uiings into aooount^ I endearoured to 
dearly realiae the position of the Governor who bad thia 
problem audJenlj thrust upon his attention by the butchery 
at Uorant Bay, How, with the force at his diBjtoBal, to pre- 
aerre the lives of TOGO Britiah men, and the honour of 7000 
BHiisb women, from the murder and the lust of black aaragea 
caipable of the deeda which hiatoiy shows to be tlieira in St. 
Domingo ; and a re-enactment of which had, to all appearanoe, 
begun under the aaid Govemor'a ejea. 

I will not dwell upon the meaaurea taken then and there 
by the Governor to eolve this problem. For bis doeda in the 
Grat instauoe have won for him the pnise of his oenaora, and 
have challenged, without boatile reaponae^ the Judgment of 
jounelves. But you denounce him for extending martial 
kw beyond the ncceaaary period, and for inflicting the 
punishment due to rebellion "for daya and weeka after all 
raaistsTine bad ofaaed." 

I an not prepared to queetion the truth of thoM allega- 
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tiona i I un not prapuwd to deny Out tha poiod of pnaUt- 
ment wh too long, or that ita ebanetor waa too aarcra. Kow 
that tbe ■moko of battle baa oleancl awaj, jou perbqa aea 
more trulj the obaiaoter of tho field. But I would iavita 
you to tmuport Touraelroa to that fieU while the amoke atiU 
hnug opon it ; to mnember that a former rabellioD in Jamaica 
whieh ererjbody snppcaed to be quallad in Maj brolce oat 
" with redoubled fuiy in June ;' to think of Gorenior Eljrfe 
with the blood of bia alaughtored oonntiymen faefbn bia 
eyea ; with the memoriea of St. Domingo in bia mind ; with 
the coDsoiouaness that the whole island round him waa near 
ita point of oombuation, and with no poaaible meana of call- 
mating hote near. In what way, gentlemen, aome of yonr 
number would hare acted under theae oircamatauoen. God 
onlj knowa. In all probability Uiey would bare acted kindly 
and oalamitously, for philauthropista can unoonaoioualy ba- 
teme nbeddara of blood. How others of your number would 
hare acted I believe T Jo know. They might hare acted with 
more taot, and thus given less oB«no«, but their meaaure of 
mercy to the murdorera would not, 1 am perauaded, have 
eioeeded that of Governor Eyre. 

It appears to me that you praoUcally forget the oircum- 
atanoea which I am here endeavouring to bring befora your 
minda. There seema a tendency on your part to tone down 
the orimOa of the negro and to bring his puniahmenta into 
reUef. Yoa apeak, for eumple, of the maasacre at Motant 
B^ as " a local rioL' But, looking at the historic antsoedenta^ 
what right had QoTamor Eyre to oome to thia oonduaioo 7 
Had he come to it and acted on it, he might have eamad for 
blnuelf the execration of the Eoi^h people, if not of nun- 
kind. To hia knowledge the whole iiknd waa disaffeotvd, and 
hiitoiy had informed him what a diaaffeeied negro population 
ean do. Ha knew bow they could plot In aeoret, and apring 
like tigan on their victims tha moment their plana ware 
matored. Only think of hia poaition, knowing that aac& 
thinga had oceumd, and with a horrible pnctioal intimation 
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befon him ihAi thej were aboat to oooar agftiih The height 
end epen of e bridge, gentlemen, must be regnkted with 
reference to the lei^^ floods, and the action of Oovemor 
Ejre had to be determined, not bjr the hypothesis of a local 
riot, hot by the contemplation of the calamities which were 
certain to OTcrwhelm the whole island if the insurrection 
were permitted to expand. No narrower assumption than 
this could, under the circumstances, be entertained. Had 
the local riot hypothesis been demonstrable at the <ime— could 
it have been proved that the insurrection was confined to a 
single parish, and that the culprits at large would not spread 
the fire of rebellion throughout the colony, I would join you in 
coodemning Goremor Eyre. But no such thing wss demon* 
strable. Had he had a force at his command sufiicient to cope 
with insurrection, eren though the whole island were engaged 
in it, I would let him answer for himself. But he had no such 
force. The power oppoeed to him, if permitted to organise 
itself, was sufficient to swallow him and those for whose Utcs 
he was accountable. He was, therefore, obliged to augment 
his relatiTe strength, by damping everywhere the spirit of 
rebellion, and this could only be done by making the name, 
power, and determination of England terrible throughout the 
island. That erron should be committed, that cruelties 
should be perpetrated, that wrong should be done, is, I fear, 
under such circumstance!, unavoidable ; but the error, the 
cruelty, and the wrong, so far as they were committed, were, 
for the most part, beyond the control of Governor Eyre. 

You have directed my attention to the case of Mr. Gordon, 
and I have looked into it sgain. I pass without comment the 
evidence of Lieut. Edenborough, the extreme gravity of which 
cannot be overlooked, because, through the miscarriage of a 
letter, his evidence, though in the blue-book, was not taken 
before the Commissioners. From the speeches of Mr. Gordon 
in the House of Assembly ; firom his rdationship to Mr. BmiI 
Bogle, one of the principal murderers of Morant Bay ; from 
his letters to Mr. Lawrence^ his manager ; from his convezaa- 
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tuna with Menn. HamMii, Beokwitb, ?ard, >ad MbMSt 
frotn hia pobliihcd addnn to the iMgroM, and bmn Ida oihar 
addrMMa, tba eondumon wemi indubitable, that ha waa tba 
taproot from whioh the inramcticMi drew ita main Mutao- 
anoa, and that Govwnor Ejn waa Justified in oondnding that 
no man eonoemad in the murder of oar ooontiTiiMo wM BOQfv 
goiltj than he. When, therefore^ the eeiitenae on Gecdoo, 
after hanng been approred bj hia otEoen, was aubmittad to 
him, ha did not ataj judgment, bat ratified the deeinoa that 
othoiB had proBoonoed. Whether, in the dataili of tbU pro* 
oeeding he eommitted or did oot commit a l^al blunder, I am 
notable toaay. If he did, be haaaaiely paiddearir for Hbf 
the ruin of hia career. I notioe throogboat hia entire eoodoet 
the clear oonviotion on hia put that he waa doing hia dutj, 
the undoubting trust in the juatiee of his oouotiTnen whioh 
caused him to neglect the perBonal aareguards which a more 
adroit person would hare emplojed. To aaoociata the term 
"murder' with hia name is, in my opinion, without jua I iGc»- 
tion. There is no propriety in the term nuleaa it is backed hj 
asauraptioDS which no man baa a right to make. And if in the 
proaeciitioii, which, to the detriroeot of thia oonntry, is now 
invoked ag&initQovemor Eyre, the eieoution of Gordon, from 
a lawyer's point of view, be deemed indefensible, I trust the 
common sense of Englishmen will perceive that it wis CAund 
bytbosewboaeown bloody atrooitiea bad, for the time, atiflad 
mercy nntl abrogated law. 

Such, gentleman, ore the notion* and interpretationa which 
your courtesy in writing to me induces me to lay before yon. 
And such being my notions, when asked to join the Eyr« 
Defence Committee, I felt that cowardice, or a dislike to the 
worry involved in the act, waa the only reason which oppcaed 
my doing so. Concluding from what I bad observed in aooietj, 
that Governor Eyre was mora likely to aufier from timidly 
than from oonviction — that the dread of you, gentlemen, aod 
of those whom you represent, waa veij widely >pread — I over^ 
came my atrong reluctance to mingle io any mattor of tho 
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kind. I pledge yea mj word of honour, gentlemen, that 
daring thu inquiry I have had laid before me the testimony of 
men of approved Takmr, ooolness of judgment, and oapadty, 
who have occupied poeitiona of the most critical danger, who 
have extricated themaelres and others from such positions in 
a manner which has secured for them the unanimous applause 
of the people of this country, and who, from data gathered on 
the spot, conclude that in the month of October, 18G5, 
Governor Eyre saved the whole white population of Jamaica 
from massacre. I have the solemn assurance of such men, 
that England has few sons as noble, few men so equal to a 
great emergency, few who have done the state such service as 
Governor Eyre. And I now call upon you, with the most 
solemn emphasis that man can address to man, not to permit 
personal pride, the love of victory, or the desire to substan- 
tiate that to which you have committed yourselves, because 
you' are so committed, to influence your further action in this 
matter. I call upon you in the name of all that is wise and 
dignified in human nature^in the name of all that is just and 
manly in the English character — not to permit the foUy of 
Governor Eyre*s admirers, if such folly should, in your esti* 
mation exiiit, to oolour your Judgment in this grave question. 
And whether you will hear, or whether you wiU forbear, I call 
upon the men of England who share the views here set forth, 
to throw themselves without delay between you and Governor 
E|yre, and to prevent you from adding to the harm which he 
has already experienced at your hands. 

I have the honour to remain. Gentlemen, 

with profound esteem for many of you, 

and with brotheriy affection for some. 
Your obedient servant, 

JOHN TYNDALL 
Atheonum Ghib, 

November 7, 180& 
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REPOnT OF A MEBTINQ OF THE EITRE DEFEKCE 
COMMITTEE IIEL^ AT W^ILLIS^ ROOMS. 
A HSErura of Uw genonl oMnmittM of tho E/ra DsboM 
Fund WW b«ld at Willis's Rooms, on MootUj, tho iBth iotL, 
the Ilight Hon. the Ewl ot Shrewsbury snd Talbot in the 
ebur. 

The Hon. Secbetart tomI tho notioe ooDVening the meeting 
and lotton of apology for uon-atteiidaiiM from Lord BoatMt 
and Sir Jamca Clark, who both rogratted that thejr were unable 
to be present. 

The E&BL OF Shrewsbust— Mj Lords and Gentlemen,— Hub 
meeting is convened for the purpose of giving eSdent action 
to the worlciag of the oxocutive committee of this fimd. Yon 
are aware that steps of a serious nature have been taken by 
the proeecuUon ; the time han therefore arrived for ua to fa« 
prepared to act vigorouelj. We have for our object the pn>- 
teotioD of a pereeouted man, and a man who T oonsoientioaslj 
believe boa done his duty &ithfully to hia- Quoea and hii 
oounti;. 7ou, gantlamen, I am sure, will feel that our beat 
course is to be oalm and quiet, but resolute and detemuDed, 
Some prooeedingi have already taken placo, and I believe I 
can do no better than to ask the solicitor, who is a most able, 
and at the same time sealoua adviser, to inform jou of what 
has ooeurred, and to state the reasons which have induced 
the executive eommittee to request Ur. Zjn to remain in the 
ooun^ in which he ia now reaidi^ and not by any Mtioa of 
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hia own to reoogniae in the BmaUest degree the Ttlidity of the 
proceedings now being institated against him. 

Mr. II06B, the solicitor, stated the proceedinga that had 
taken plane, and read the correspondence between himself^ 
Mr. Ejrre, and others. 

The IIox. Secbetabt informed the meeting that haying 
forwaided to Mr. Ejre two addresses transmitted to him, Mr. 
Ejre had replied as follows : 

^ I beg to acknowledge jour communication informing me 
thai addresses to me, expressing their good opinion of and 
oonfidence in my public character and conduct, and their 
qrmpathy with me under the circumstances of my present 
position, hare been forwarded to you by a large number of 
the influential residents of Sheffield and the neighbourhood, 
and by the members of the Bradford Working Men*8 Conser- 
▼atiTe Association. Whilst I am deeply grateful for the good 
feeling which has prompted these demonstrations in my 
Ikrour, I am sure I shall not be misunderstood if I add that, 
as a judicial inquiry into my conduct (unmerited as I beliere 
it to be) is now approaching, it would be more in accordance 
with my own feelings and wishes if the presentation of any 
addresses containing a manifestation of public feeling or 
opinion could be suspended until that inquiry has termi- 
nated.'* 

PBomsoB TTNDALL^My Lords and Gentlemen, — I am 
asked to propose a resolution regarding the application of the 
Defence Fund : and if you will allow me, I will preface the 
resolution by a few remarks^ with a Tiew of clearing up mia- 
oonceptions possible and actuaL The controTcrsy about the 
eooduct of Mr. Eyre seems to be regarded by some as a 
•tniggle between political partisana. I have, for example, 
heard myself called a Tory for refuaing to join in denouncing 
the conduct of Mr. Eyre. Now, I did not come here to take 
up your time in listening to a profession of political prindplea, 
bat, lest my position should be mistaken, 1 must stow thai I 
haTS about aa mooh ri^t to mambenhip in the Toiy party as 
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I have to a seat in ConTocation, with Arohdeaeon Deniaoo •■ 
mj guide, philosopher, and friend. In fact, mj leaning* are 
quite the other way. When asked, for example, prior to the 
late general election, whether I had a vote for Weatminater, 
my reply was ** No ! hut if I had a hundred votes 1 would give 
them all to John Stuart Mill** In fact, a glance over their 
names will show that Ldherals as weU as ConaenratiTes throng 
our subscription lists, proving that the motives which actuate 
us are altogether above those of party. Gentlemen, Mr. John 
Stuart Mill has more than once recommended the outspoken 
manly utterance of conviction. I hope he will bear it with 
good temper when he finds such utterance to be in oppoaition 
to himself. He doubtless sees in himself the assertor of coo- 
stitutional principlea. I see in him the prosecutor uf a man 
who has done the State incalculable service. I see him 
endeavouring to fix the brand of murder upon one who, 
whatever his legal errors may have been, and whatever may 
have been the excesses committed by his subordinates, saved 
the colony which he ruled from excesses a miUion times more 
terrible —who by swift action, and the prompt quenching ol 
a conflagration already ignited amid the most combustible 
materials, saved the island of Jamaica from scenes of blood* 
shed and dishonour, which, had they boon permittod to occur, 
would have called down both upon him and upon those who 
had trusted an English colony to his unworthy hands the 
curses of the English nation. This manner of viewing the 
subject is the result of all that I have been able to learn 
regarding the character of the Jamaica negro. It ia based on 
the historic atrocitiea committed on white men and women 
by the negroes of a neighbouring island ; it is based on a 
koowledge of the state of Jamaica for months prior to the 
insurrection, during which time the colony was ripe for 
revolt ; it ia based on the bloody and cruel character of tlia 
outbreak at Morant Bay, which was the first bud and b lowom 
of the disaffection. Finally, it ia based on the almoat unani- 
mous testimony of the white popuUtion. Batitmaybaoiged 
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that anUiKiihies of noe no affect the testimony of the Jamaica 
planter as to render it unworthy of aooeptance. Well, I have 
not trusted to it alone. I hold in my hand a private letter 
from a British ofiioer whose coolness of head and soundness 
of judgment are well known and appreciated ; a man above all 
panic, and whose name, wheroTer it is uttered in these islands, 
is receiTed with respect That officer is Sir Leopold M'Clin- 
took, and these are the terms in which he expresses himself 
regarding Mr. Eyre and the Jamaica insurrection. *' I write 
this to tell you that the Eyres go home by this packet. I met 
them yesterday. They both seem greatly harassed and cut up 
by all the veiation they have gone through. Eyre is a noble 
fellow— a man whom England may well be proud of. He 
acted vigorously in a great emergency, and saved the white 
population of this island from massacre, fie is no lawyer, 
but he behaved with cool judgment and with a clear con* 

science. He stands higher in my estimation at this 

moment, notwithstanding * the cloud/ than he did previous 
to the late events, which have proved him to possess great 
qualities." This is a specimen of the testimony which has in- • 
fluenced my judgment As a political philosopher. Sir Leopold 
M'Clintock will not bear comparison with Mr. Mill ; but as 
regards capacity to form a practical judgment of the charac- 
ter of the Jamaica insurrection, and of Mr. Eyre*s conduct 
therein, Mr. Mill, I hold, will not bear comparison with Sir 
Leopold M'Clintock. I hope Mr. Mill will not be offended 
with me if I compare him to a theoretic navigator, who, well 
versed in books and well instructed by lectures, holds, and 
will fearlessly apply, the general truth that the variation of 
the compass in our locality is 23 degrees west. It is so in 
Kew Observatory ; it is so on Salisbury Plain ; and it may be 
•o in Mr. Mill's library. But it is not so on board ^ip. . 
Hers we may have the disturbance of local forces— of attrao- 
tioos and repulsions which our navigator^s previous education 
does not in the least qualify him to deal with, and which 
imdsr altogether nagitoi7« if not in the last degree perilonsy 
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the application of his general knowledge. Accept the pilolege 
which Mr. Mill so courageously undertakes, and there are 
cases in which ho will wreck you with greater certainty than 
if you had ahandoned your craft without chart or compaaa to 
the hlind currents of the sea. It is constantly urged hj 
the supporters of the Jamaica coipniittee that the ezcoatioo 
of Gordon is a frightful precedent, without a word to indicale 
the extent of ground covered hy this phrase. Now I would 
heg to say that if the precedent be restricted to Jamaica, and 
to men of Gordon's stamp, who provoke insurrection then 
shout four times in a century, it is not frightful, and if it be 
extended to Eogkind the extension in unwarrantable. Who 
dreams of making Jamaica a precedent for England ? Oer- 
tainly not the defenders of Mr. Eyre. We do not hold aa 
Englishman and a Jamaica negro to be convertible terms, nor 
do we think the cause of human liberty will be promoted by 
any attempt to make them so. Five and twenty years before 
worth and unworth ran into unnatural coalition in the Ja- 
maica committee — at a time when a million and a half of 
paupers existed in England and Wales alone — when the 
famished crowds of Lancashire met the military in the streets 
and were quieted by musket bullets ; at that time Thomas 
Ciirlyle, in the interest of British workers, thus apostrophised 
the estimable members of the Anti-Slavery Convention: 
"Oh, Anti-Slavory Convention! loud-sounding, long-eared 
Exeter Hall ; but in thee, too, is an instinct towards justice^ 
and I will complain of nothing. Only black Quashee over the 
seas being once sufficiently attended to, wilt thou not perhaps 
open thy dull, sodden eyes to the ' sixty thousand valets in 
London itself, who are yearly dismissed to the streets to h% 
what they can when the season endsV Or to the hunger- 
stricken, pallid, yellow-coloured free labourers in Lancashire^ 
Yorkshire, Buckinghamshire, and all other shires t Theaa 
yellow-coloured for the present absorb all my sympathiea. If 
I had twenty millions, with model fiums, and Niger ezpodi* 
tioDs, it is to these that I would give itl Quashee baa 
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already ▼ictuala and dothiog ; Qoaahee ia not djing of aaoh 
deapair aa tha jallow-ooloured pala man'a. Why, in ona of 
thoae Lancaahiro waavera, dying of hunger, there ia more 
thought and heart, a greater arithmetical amount of miaery 
and deaperation, than in whole gangs of Quaaheea." Ia thia 
new of mattera oooaiatent with a moment*a tolerance of tha 
propoaition that the treatment of negroea in inaurrecUon 
■houkl be made a precedent for the treatment of Engliahmen ? 
It ia Teiy'eaay to be eloquent upon the quoation of colour ; 
aaay to talk ol the administration of Britiah law without 
regard to colour, aa if it were at bottom a queation of colour 
at alL Let me explain myaelf by a acientific iUuatration. 
There are two kinds of rock cryatal, which nine persona out 
of every ten here preaent would pronounce identical in ap- 
pearance ; but a doae obaerver noticea certain minute faceta 
in the one that are abaent in the other. Now, that email 
external difference ia infallibly associated with an entire 
inTcrsion of the optical powers of the crystal. And ao it ia 
with colour. I do not object to black. I rather like it ; but 
I accept black aa indicative of other associated qualitiea of 
infinitely greater importance than colour. Nor have I lightly 
come to thia concluaion. I have already quoted for you the 
▼iewa of Sir Leopold M'Clintock with regard to Mr. Eyre ; 
let me now give you the opinion regarding the negro of Dr. 
Joaeph Dalton Hooker — a man in whom righteousnesa, 
mercy, and truth are blended with the highest intellectual 
excellence, and with knowledge garnered from all comera of 
the earth. Neither he nor I, let me aay, ever had the slightest 
•jrmpathy with negro akvery. Both of ua equally abhor 
eruelty ; both of ua are ready to join in denouncing it,- but 
neither of ua ia willing to commit himself to that * falsehood 
of extremoa ** which ia the vice of the poaition of the Jamaica 
oommittea. This, then, ia the opinion which extenaive read- 
ing* much queationing of travellera, and aome personal contact 
ha?a foroed upon Dr. Hooker : ^ That the negro in Jamaica,** 
ha writaa .to m$, ** and aran in tha free towna of Waatem 
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Africa, is pestilential, I havs no .hesitation in deolaring ; nor 
that he is a most dangerous savage at the beat" Bat mj 
friend Hooker, if he had a word to say in favoor of tlie Fiend 
himself, would be careful not to retirees it, and he takes cars 
to explain that though the negro is cruel, he is not so in the 
sense of the North American Indian, cmel for^omelty'a sake. 
Still he regards the negro as essentisllj cruel, *' inasmuch as 
when his blood is up, very cruel acts are his fint acta, and 
these in 'great number.** In a second note to me ho thus 
rei)eats the conviction expressed in his first: * I consider him 
a ssTage, and a most dangerous savage too. I bdioTO the 
power and position given to him in the free towns of Western 
Africa, to have had a pestilential influence ; and the liberty 
given to him in Jamaica to have proved equally detrimental 
to the prosperity of that island." With testimony of which 
this is but a sample before me, I decline accepting the negro 
as the equal of the Englishman, nor wiU I commit myself to 
the ]X)eition that a negro insurrection and an English insui^ 
rection ought to bo treated in the same way. I approve of 
the conduct of those British officers in India who shot their 
wives before blowing themselves to pieces, rather than allow 
what they loved and honoured to fall into the hands of the 
Sepoys. I should not approve of the shooting of wive* 
through the fear of pro8i)ective insult in the case of an 
English insurrection. Either this is mere sentimentalism or 
it is not. If any man thinks it so^ let us have his name for 
the information of the women of England. If it is not — if the 
falling into the hands of a Jamaica negro be a different thing 
from falling into the hands of an Englishman, then the con- 
clusion is mathematically evident that we are justified in 
going further to prevent the one calamity than to prevent 
the other. The women of England ought to have a voice in 
this matter, and to them I confidently appeal They remem- 
the story of the Sabine girls who were treaoheronaly carried 
away by the Roman youth, and who, afterwards, when their 
iathers had collected to avengv the insult, threw thumathna 
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bstween the eombkUoti, offoring tbemMlvM to th» tpttn of 
both. I uk tha women of Engluid j I uk the wivea aad 
daoghten of our antagonbtit whether it w Wcdj the oMulnct 
of the Sftbine mudaoi would bkva been the ume had Januioa 
negroe* [lUjed the pkrt ot tho Bouui fouth t If the offort 
to iv[H«ai crime ie to bear mij proportioo to the egoof 
which ita oommittel would iofliot, theo I eej the repraaaion 
of • JftuuiM ituurroction ought to be moro item than the 
npreMian of an Engliah ineurrMtion. Thorn U eometbiog in 
theeoulof DUDtolifthim to theleTolofdcftth, ud toenftblo 
bin to look it in the faoe. But there ia nothing in the eool 
of wonuta to lift her to the level of th«t which I dare not do 
nore than ^anoe at here, but which any wonun dcairoua of 
informatioa will find deMiibed io the hlitorj of the negro 
insurrection in Saint Domingo. For mj own part, while 
intenselj aTmpathiaing with animal miffaring of all kiod^~> 
while capable of feeling for the moth which aingea ita inno* 
cent winga in the flame of a candle, cowardice alone would 
proTent me from braving a acore of crimiuU proaeoutiou 
ooooer than allow m; eonntrjrwomen to run the risk of thoae 
nnntterahle horrors which threatened them in the autumn of 
18ft3 in the island of Jamaica. Thus, gentleuien, however I 
ma;^ deplore, or even denounoe, aome of the ooourrences asso- 
oated with the quelling of the Jamaica insuneotion, I cannot 
allow the ooatempUtion of details to hide the cardinal tact 
that Jamaica ia still a Britiah oolonj, that the men of England 
within ita boundaries have been aaved from massaore, and 
the women of England from a fate which is left unexpressed 
by the term dishonour. Errors have been committed, but 
the reallj deadl; error — the error of weakneaa, which in ita 
affects is equivalent to that of wickedness, has been avoided. 
And now let me turn in oooclusioo to the rtaolution confided 
to mo. Mr. Ejreiaaaaailod hy two classeaof men. Hie one 
ds«^ though, aa I believe, mistaken, high-minded, and honour 
able ; the other, if we majr troat their own language, ahaolatsl; 
tUiBting for tbo blood of Ur. Ejro. It ia a^nat this pottica 
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of the Jamaica committee that I ask yoo to defend him oov. 
For men of this type, if they fail in their grand effort— the 
criminal prosecution — ^will seek to min Mr. Eyre in other 
ways. Their nobler colleagues, with whom, by the most 
extraordinary chance, they hare* come into momentaiy osonla- 
tion, are above all this. I should not be •nrprised if they 
discoimtenanced all this; but I ask you not to leave Mr. 
Eyro trusting wholly to thoir * intor|HMition. I ask you to 
defend him from every assault, civil and criminal, made upon 
him in consequence of his conduct in Jamaica, and I there- 
fore beg to submit to you the following reeolution — ^ That 
the steps taken by the executive committee, for the defence 
of Mr. Eyre from proceedings, dvU and criminal, are approved " 
and adopted by the general committee.** 

General Sir William Gomic — My Lords and Gentlemen,— 
I beg to second the resolution which has been moved by the 
learned professor ; and while doing so, I would beg briefly to 
explain why I never secoudod a resolution in my life with 
greater satisfaction to myself. I know Jamaica. I know it 
intimately — ^most intimately. I know the various orders of 
its strange community, and the exceptional charact^ of the 
relations these bear to each other; and thence I was fulfy 
prepared to receive the distinct admissions, after mature 
deliberation, both of the Royal Commissioners and of her 
Majesty's late Government, that it was owing to the skill, the 
energy, and the promptitude of Governor Eyro that the whole 
colony was saved from a calamity incalculable. It is my firm 
belief that the means adopted by Governor Eyre were p re as ed 
upon him by difficulties and dangers rarely paralleled. It ia 
further, gentlemen, my deliberate opinion that he saved the 
island of Jamaica to the British Crown. I am, therefoii^ 
much pleased at this opportunity of expressing my opinion, 
and of seconding the resolution proposed by the learned and 
eminent professor on my left. I may add one word in ooo* 
dusion. I have no personal acquaintance with Mr. lSjr% and 
t no communication has ever passed between myself and that 
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diiUngnwhad. and, At tlia Mina tuB^ m«t ihunafiiU; «him- 
aiated and porwaatMl pubUo aarraiiL 

Tin naolation propoMd hj Vnttmor TjndaU and ■eoond a d 
bj Sir W. Qonuo, ma oarried imaoimonalf. 

Sn RoDmot UUBOOtaox— Hy Lorda and OaDtlaman^— 
Aa a TUM-pnaidrat of Uw Zjn Defonca and Aid T^ind, and 
tbarafon naee— ari^ ckm of tbo oieoatire oommittea, I beg 
to aaMin 700 that the vote yon have juat paavod haa bean 
ia gratirjring to ma aa I am aara it mnit bare been to all aij 
aaaooiatea. Beii^ an old friend of Hi. Ejn, and having long 
admired bia eoodnot aa a great ti»TeUer, a [dulantbropiat, a 
protector of the aboriginca of Aiutnlia, and alao aa having 
thrODgb life maintained a high and apoUeoa cbaiaoter, I 
parUeipated in tbe general feeling of thankfuloeea to him 
wbea I learnt that the appalling outbreak and maaaacre in 
Morant Suj waa ao speedily followed by tbe annoancoment 
of tbe prompt and Tigoroua conduct of tbe man who thua 
aaved the important colony of JamvM from ruin. How then 
waa I aatonnded when tbe lame man who had been tboa 
eitoUed was, through the declaration of certain publio orators, 
held np to pnblio opprobriam aa a morderer I This was not 
to bo borne by one who knew the true charaotcr of Ur, Eyre^ 
and I at mwo wrote to tbe Timti nawapapar in my own name, 
beaoeehing my oonDtrymen not to projudgo the queation 
through any aoch appeala, and eipreasing my eonriotion that 
my firiand wonld fully justify hia eonduot. Well, gentlemen, 
I do not hoeitato to say, that after the elaborate judicial 
inqmiy which haa taken place in Jamaica I remain aa aadv 
fied aa arar that my honoured friend Eyre acted on the first 
impnlae, aa every loyal goremor ought to act when, at a 
great moral respoDsibility, be saved the Uvea of the oolooists 
committed to hia eai«. After tbe telling addresa of my 
aloqneot friend I^baaor T^dall, and tbe nnetion given to 
it by BO distingoished a general as Sir William Oomm, one 
of Um tnw boroca of tbe wan of Wellington, and who ft>r>- 
iDiriy oommanded the liHoea ia Jamaioa, it would be tmpar- 
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donable aod most out of plaoe on mj part if I mn to 
weaken by anj liiriher obaeirations the effeot of their 
addressee. But, abstaining myself^ I think I cannot better 
strengthen the good cause in which we are all embarked thaa 
b/ reading to jou part of a letter I have reoeiyed from that 
excellent and respected man Sir James dark, who^ eameatlj 
sympathising with us, has been alone prcTented from appear- 
ing here this day by the state ofhis health. From this letter 
I will read the following: — *'My first acqoaintanoe with Mr. 
Eyre was his bringing to me two little natife Australian boyii 
whom he had brought with him to this country with the 
object of giving them some education, and then returning 
them to their own country. This thoughtful attention and 
kindness to these little black fellows produced on me a Teiy 
fiivourable impression of Mr. Eyre's benevolent disposition, 
and all our intercourse since that time— some twenty yean 
ago— has been to satisfy me that the impression then made 
was a correct one — that Mr. Eyre was a kind-hearted man, 
who had the good of his fellow-creatures at heart. I can 
now add that nothing which has transpired of Mr. £yre*a 
conduct during the suppression of the unfortunate Jamaice 
insurroction has diminished the high opinion I had formed 
of his character. Mr. Eyre's position was one of the moat 
anxious and responsible in which a man could be placed : the 
preservation of an important colony and the lives of many 
thousands of his countrymen and their families hung upon 
his conduct. He preserved both by his judgment and 
decision. Had he failed by lack of either, those who are 
now accusing him of cruelty, and even murder, would have 
been equally ready to stigmatise him as unfit for his positioiL 
I can only add that my own conviction, founded on my know- 
ledge of Mr. Eyre*a character, is, that in his whole conduct 
during the Jamaica insurrection he was guided by the poreet 
motives, his sole object being to save the colony.** Thm 
chivalrous desire of Mr. Eyre to appear at Bow-street and 
aink or awim with his aubordinatea was on^ checked by the 
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nDMuawna tMolntioa of the exaoatin DommittM, tlut be 
be ni^ad to muin kt hii hooaa Id Shropahin, and not for- 
vud the daiign of hia proaeouton. Tlut, bowerer, waa oar 
■ot, and wa cannot allow Mr. Eyra to b« uiy'uatlj aoouaed, aa 
be haa boon bj a waeklf newapaper (donbtleaa throngb 
ignoranee ot tba beta), of banng deolinod to bee th« reapon- 
aibilitj wbiah bia auborditiatea have laoed mors tmiret;. 
Colonel NelaoQ and Lieutenant Brand an defended bj her 
Uqeatj'a Oovenuneot ; bat, aa npon ua Ilea the burden of 
defending Mi. Efra, ao he waa bound to ba guided hj the 
•drioe giTco na b^ the eminent ooonael to irboin we referred 
the pointa, and on whioh we aoted. Oentlemen, there ia tUIl 
A pleeaing datj left for me to perform, and I oall upon joa 
to ratam jour beat thanka to the Eaii of Sbrewaboiy for 
bia conduct in the obair. In eapoiuing the defenoe of ex- 
Ooremor Eyre, he haa arinoad a fMling which ia ahared hj 
many a brother admiral, and I rqoioe to aa; bjr many a loyal 
■abject of our gimdoaa Queen. I more, therefore^ that the 
heart/ thanka of thk aieating be pren to Admiral the Earl 
of Bbrewaborr. 

Lois SS SuMDtkU leoonded the nto of thanka to tha 
ohaiman* 

. After s Uw wofda tkom tha EtMb or SaBEWtavn and 
TuMOi, Qw mnilinj •epantod. 



APPENDIX. 



D. 

Thx following leiien haye, with nuto/ othera of a mnukr 
nature, during the past six montha, been addreaaed to tha 
honoraiy aeorotarjr of the Eyre Defonoe and Aid Fund : 

No.L 

FBOM THOMAS CABLTLB, BBQ. 



*' Ripple Court, Ringwould, DoTer, 

«' 23rd August^ 1806. 

" Sir, — The clamour raised against Governor Eyre appeam 
to me to be disgraceful to the good sense of England ; and if 
it rested on any depth of conviction, and were not rather (as 
I always flatter myself it is) a thing of rumour and hearsay, 
of re|ietition and reverberation, mostly from the teeth out- 
ward, I should consider it of evil omen to the country, and 
to its highest interests, in these times. For my own share, 
all the light that has yet reached me on Mr. Eyre and his 
history in the world goes steadily to establish the oonduaioo 
that he is a just, humane, and valiant man, faithful to his 
trusts everywhere, and with no ordinary &culty of executing 
them ; that his late services in Jamaica were of great, per* 
haps of incalculable value, as certainly they were of perilous 
and appalling difiSculty, — something like the case of *fire,* 
suddenly reported, 'in the ship's powder-room ' in mid ocean, 
where the moments mean the ages, and life and death bang 
on your use or your misuse of the moments ; and, in ahort» 
that penalty and clamour are not the thing this Govsinor 
merits from any of us, but honour and thanka, and wise 
imittUion (I will further say), ahould aimilar emergeiiGMS 

U 
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rise, on the great aeale or oo the email, in whatever we are 
governing ! 

** The English nation never loved anarchj, nor was wont 
to spend its sympathy on miserahle mad seditions, especially 
of this inhuman and half-brutish type; but always loved 
order, and the prompt suppression of seditions ; and reserved 
its tears for something worthier than promoters of such 
delirious and fatal entorprlses, who had got their wages for 
their sad industry. Has the English nation changed, then, 
altogether t I flatter myself ii has not— not yet quite ; but 
only tliat oertain loose superficial portions of it have become 
a great deal louder, and not any wiser, than they formerly 
used to be. 

** At any rate, though much averse, at any time, and at 
this time in particular, to figure on committees, or run into 
public noises without call, I do at once, and feel that as a 
British citiien I should and must, make you welcome to my 
name for your committee, and to whatever good it can do 
you. With the hope only that many other British men, of 
far more significance in such a matter, will at once or gradu- 
ally do the Uke ; and that, in fine, by wise effort and persist- 
enoe, a blind and disgraceful act of public injustice may bo 
prevented ; and an egrugious folly as well,— not to say — for 
none can say or compute — what a vital detriment through* 
out the British Empire in such an example set to all the 
oolonies and governors the British Empire has ! 

** Further service, I fear, I am not in a state to promise ; 
but tlie whole weight of my conviction and good wishes is 
with you; and if other service possible to me do present 
itself I shall not want for willingness in case of need, 
ftmlnsed is my mite of contribution to your fund. 

* I have the honour to be, yours truly, 

•T.CARLYLR 
*'To Hamilton Hume, Esq., 

"Hon. Sao. Ejn Defence FuikL** 
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Ko. IL 

FBOM TBS BISHOP OF JAMAICA. 

**Pen»onallj I have an earnest ajm^thy with Mr. Eyre. 
I warmly adiuire his diaracter aud history as ikr as they are 
known to me, and I firmly hblieve that the speedy suppression 
of the murderous insurreotioiis in Jamaica is attributahle, 
under God's providence, to the promptitude, ouursge, and 
judgment with which he acted under circumstances of 
peculiar difficulty and danger. From all that I have heard 
of Mr. Eyre's career, 1 helieve that his humanity and kind- 
ness of heart, his love of justice and mercy, and his 
eminently Christian principles^ qualified him in a very high 
degree for the discharge of his arduous and painful duties at 
a most critical period of the histoiy of the colony whose 
government he had to administer. 

'* I am fuUy senaihle of the honour conferred on me hy 
your request; and while I trust that no exigence for the 
further defence of Mr. Eyre*s conduct will arise to render 
any application of the fund raised by the Committee neoes- 
iiary to that particular purpose, 1 shall r^oice to find that 
some coni|)oii8atiou shall have been provided by the sucooss- 
ful exertious of the Committee for the loss unhappily 
entailed on Mr. Eyre by his disconnection from the public 
service in which ho had been so long aud so honoond^y 
employed.** 

Ko.m. 

FBOM ▲LFBKD T£NKTBON, ESQ. 

** I scut my small suliscription as a tribute to the noblcneM 
of the man, and as a protest against the spurit in which a 
servant of the State, who has saved to us one of the '!Fknds 
of the Empire^ and many English Uvea, seems to be hunted 

down In the meantime, the outbreak of oor 

Indian mutiny remains as a warning to all but "^^Ti^n 
against want of vigour and swift dsdsivsness.** 
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Exiraet$/rom the Jamaica Kewepapert. 

Wb forget for the moment whether it is Bridges or Bryan 
Edwanls who^ in their histories of Jamaica, remind us of 
an ancient Boman custom of constraining Pro-consuls and 
GoTemora to remain for fortj days after the expiration of 
their term of office at the seat of GoTemment, and suggests 
that if such were the case in the West Indies, the true light 
in which the conduct of certain Governors is regarded would 
be manifested. This test has been applied to Governor Eyre, 
and the ovation of Tuesday afternoon is the practical result. 

We have good reasons for knowing that Mr. Eyre is a God* 
fearing English gentleman. That he is, to use the language 
of the poet Tennyson, one ** who reverences his conscience 
as a king ;" (>ut next to the approval of his own conscience, 
he must have been immeasurably delighted by the testimony 
which was borne on Tuesday to the estimation in which he 
is held by vast masses of the community. We were quite 
unprepared for what we then witnessed. Other Governors 
have left our shores rejoicing in the approval of their Sove- 
reign, so far, at least, as that can be expressed by the indi- 
vidual who presides at the Colonial Office'; but no Governor 
has, in our memory, departed from us in whose favour the 
voice of the loyal and intelligent portion of our population 
has been so loudly declared. 

Be it nunembered, also, that the multitude who congregated 
on the wharf^ or fovind standing-room on board the state^ 
Teasel, were not merely the white inhabitants, or the property 
bat man of aU colours and oo&ditioosb and the kmd 
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obean w)ti«h were wmft«d uroes tho water as tba ehip fiwrrl 
awfty, came fniiD tha reprewntatina of all •eetiona of our 
oommanitj', \Va do not deny that then are hnndreda in oar 
midat who would hava rejoiced id aoeing Ur. Eyre aeut from 
UB Dndar widely different circumataneea ; )>tit atill the vaat 
gathering of TuMday was noat etnphaticallj an axpreaaioa of 
the feeling which actuates the lorera of law and order in oar 
midst. We happened, on learing the whar( to orerfaear a 
IVagment of a convenation between two black women : — 
*' We want » Governor like Mr. Eyre," aaid one, " to [wotect 
the deoant black people, and tbo buekik, from the buy 
wortbleBH Degrooi." The diatination which this woman made 
between "decent blade people' and 'wotthleaa negroes" may 
not be obvious to all. Soma, perbapa, may regard it aa ridi- 
culous ; othen, aa a diatinclion without a differenoe ; nerar- 
thelesa, it embndiasan idea which is gaining ground among 
the intelligent negroea of the colony, that the old 017 of 
colour ia a delusion and a snare, and that the wide gulf which 
Ilea betwean vaat maBsea of the people ariaea from character 
and not from colour. We know that many of the ** decent 
black people " estimate Ur. Eyre as did the woman whom wa 
undesignedly overheard. 

Reverting again to the parting ovation, we would eaU atten- 
tion to the fact, that it was given not " forty days " after th* 
virtual expiratioii of Mr. Eyre'a government, but aU months 
after his euBpensiou by the Colonial Minister, and when tfas 
Report of the Royal Commiaaionera and the dispatch which 
accompanied it had been received, and therefore when no feel- 
ing of sycophancy, and no motive of self-interest could posaibljr 
iufiucnee a ainglo individual who was present. Ur. Eyre waa no 
longer the Governor of the oolony ; he waa aimply an Engliah 
gentleman, about, aa he tells us, to "retire into private life, 
diamiaaod from the publio service after nesriya Ufetime apent 
in it 1' and it ia on behalf of tliis ill-used and dismissed gsa- 
tleman tho great heart of the oommunity haa spoken. 

Mo langosge haa been too violent tx oartain wrilers and 
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spetken id the mother ooontry to indulge in, when referring 
to those emonget us whohATe venturod to lift up their voices 
oo behslf of the late Governor. We can hurl back their 
cslamuies ; we can treat their misrepresentations with dis- 
dain, and at kawt urge that we are not guilty of neglecting a 
fallen hero^ or afraid to reiterate the convictions of our con- 
science^ despite the rancour of the Jamaica Committee and 
the censure of a Colonial Minister. 

We do not know that any Colonial Governor has borne the 
test which Mr. Ejrre has done. For six months he has re- 
mained since his suspension in our midst, and when the 
moment of departure arrives, men and women of all classes 
press to say farewell, and bid him G<k1 speed ; men who had 
been associated with him in Government, and who had often 
differed with him in political views ; Ministers of all denomi- 
nations, some of whom had been censured by the bodies with 
which they are connected because they had fearlessly home 
their testimony to the service he hud rendered ; multitudes 
of men in Ices prominent walks of life ; bard-hnnded and 
honest-hearted mechanics, and women too, whose numbers 
would have been greatly increased had they thought it would 
have been possible to be present on snch an occasion. 

It detracts nothing from the value we attach, and which 
we think Mr. Eyre will attach, to this farewell, if we odd our 
personal conviction that his conduct will yet be seen in its 
true character, and that the British nation, often for a time, 
but seldom long, beguiled, will retract their baseless censures 
and hail with joy the act of the Minister, whoever he may be, 
who »hall bestow upon him some signal mark of approval 
But should this atonement to outraged justice be withheld, 
should Mr. Eyre be suffered to remain in retirement, PoeniUTT 
WILL DO HIM JUsnCB. ** There is,** says the immortal Milton* 
* a resuirection of names as well as of bodies." Future 
Maoanlays shall yet arise to oontinue the history of the 
British Empire. And the historian of the future, when ho 
writes the page which shall portray the late rsbellioo and 
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the events which followed it, will soar above the misU of 
ignorance and prejudice by which multitudes are now blinded, 
and tell how the noble-hearted man, who saved a 'splendid 
colony from anarchy and ruin, was dismissed from his position 
in obedience to the dictates of an irresponsible dique. lie 
will tell also that the Government of the day, though pro- 
fessing, under other circumstances, to listen to the voice of 
representative intelligence, turned a deaf ear to the opinions 
of those whose homes, lives, and projwrty had been preserved 
by the energy and promptitude of this ill-requited public 
officer, and that thus the unanimous vote of those who alone 
could be the right judges of the dangers by which they hsd 
been surrounded, and the measures by which they could be 
averted, was all but disregarded. To the honour of theie 
men it will be added that they fiuled not in the expression of 
their gratitude, or suffered former differences of opinion to 
restrain the becoming utterance of those sentiments towards 
the ill-used Governor, who, in a terrible crisis, proved himself, 
as few could have done, to be the right man in the right place. 



II 



We have to record a most touching and thrilling incident con- 
nected with the recent departure of Governor Eyre from 
Jamaica. It is well known that the venerable and deservedly 
beloved "Vicar Aixntolic** of the Roman Catholio Church 
in Jamaica, ** Father Dnpoyron,** has of late been most 
seriously indisposed, and quite unable to pay those formal 
official visits which, we doubt not, he earnestly longed to 
make. He, a few days since, expressed a wish to meet 
Governor Eyre in public, previous to his departure from 
Jamaica, and before the ouenMcd people to shske hands with 
his Excellency, and express to him his (Father Dupeyron*^) 
sympathy with the Governor under the heavy trials to which 
he had been subjected, since his successful efforts in the 
suppression of the late rebellion. The worthy Vicar, ai tk$ 
riak </ hi$ life, had himself driven on Tueeday to the Boyal 
Mail Company Steamer*s Wharf^ where, after soma time spent 
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io waiiiDg; he met his Excellency Govenior Ejre, end they 
faede fkrewell in language which we do not now care to repeat. 
Suffice, that it was, on the one side, expressions of esteem, 
oonfidenoe^ and sympathy, and on the other gratitude for the 
feelinpi entertained and expressed by the head of the Roman 
Oatholics of Jamaica. 

^e have not space here to dwell on this subject, but shall 
return to it, and striTS to do justice to our fellow-citizens, who 
have, in a cathoiie spirit, expressed their confidence in and 
sympathy with GoTemor Eyre. 



Thb Kingston fiurewell to our late Ooremor, Mr. Eyre, and 
the echo of it from all parts of the country, show that the 
heart of the inland is true to the man who saved it from 
imminent ruin and lasting disgrace. Whatever may for a 
time be said by those in England who do not understand the 
state of society here, or who, under the infiuence of old and 
deeiily-seated prejudices, will not consider all the facts of the 
rebellion and its suppression, and so form a just judgment in 
regard to both, the judgment of the intelligence and respec- 
tability of this country cannot now be upset, llie most 
cautious minds— those which habitually desire to have their 
opinions tested by discussion, and the repeated and varied 
application to them of &cts — must now feel satisfied that 
the views which have all along prevailed here on the subject 
of the inquiry entrusted to the Rojal Commissioners have 
been shown to be just. The whole subject has not only been 
sifted here in the island press, and in every private circle, 
bat it has now been fully handled by the English press, by 
the Commissioners, by the Ministers of the Crown, by Mr. 
Eyre ; and the result is a dear knowledge of the points of 
agreement and dissgreement ; and we repeat that after all 
this discussion the opinions which fvevail, and have for 
months prevailed here, are shown to have been well-founded, 
llie judgment^ the hearty and the conscience of the island 
in rsfersnce te Mr. Eyrs are unmistakabl|y miuxL So are 
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thvr ia ngwd to tb0 d^^tom ind tiw hto O. W. GoriaB. 
Kinptaa twnr did itaalf mon booonr thut whao ii pn 
Ur. Ejn Uw enthnaiaatw aud ^mpathwing fimwell of bat 
w«dL It birl/ npiwaated tha Mntiment of Um wbok 
ialaiMl, and it win haw mneh influenoe in En^aod akng with 
Ur. Ejm'a replf to tba Eingitaa AddnM ia Iwdin and 
fonning tbo cumnt of pnblie opinion ia that aosatrr. 

Artklea atill anMar ia aoma of tba Ai^iab pronaoial 
pkpan, vhicb aboar bow littlo tba wriUn of tbam hata jat . 
properif oonaidarad tba &ota raportod b/ tba Bofal Onc^ 
nuMonan : bat aoougji baa alraadj baea writtan l^ tban to 
abow tbat tba oomnt of opinioa baa bean flowing into aaw 
c b ao n e l a, and will, tba mora tbe aubjaot ia kept bafora tba 
Eof^iah pnbUc, eome to aooord witb tbe opinioDa wbidt pr*- 
Tail bare. Tbe Jamaica Committee raajr do mucb injoatiea 
by tbnr proceediogs and hj tha writioga and apaedua of 
aome of iU membeis, but ultimately, and at do diitaat 
period, tbe elTeet will, we coanot doubt, bo what thej do not 
wiah or autidpate. Tho ctwa for the mueb-afanaed aad 
Dkalignrd Hr. Eyre ia ao itnHig, that tbe more it ia diaenaaed 
tba better for bim. We bare no doubt that Ur. ^n aaea 
tbia; that be Imowa ba baa agood cauaa,and fearaao amount 
of injury. Let the Jamaica Committee then penerere ; tbey 
will injure Done but themaelTM in the and, llieir wrong. 
doing will recoil iiiion themselves. One of tbe unavoidaUa 
coBaequeneea of the Report of tbe Comuiaaionera mnat be 
a more correct knowledge than now prevaila in Ftj^lfnd oT 
the moral condition of the great bulk of the labouring popu- 
lation. Their oimb ignoratioe, the eaae witb wbioh tbej 
can be duped by deaigning roguen and domagoguaa, and tbeir 
dangerous excitability, cannot iail to be ae«a through tba aid 
of the Report. The conduct of Ur, Eyre and the iaUnd 
anthoritiea will then be seen in ita true ligbt—tbat ia, wb«o it 
ia known with whom they wen dealing when tbqr foaiid H 
abaolutaly neeeasair to adopt aarara meaaurca in aap^CMstog 
inaorraation. 
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Tms historjr of his Exoellenoy Edward John Eyre, so far 
•s it relstss to his goTemmeiit in this colony, requires but a 
few lines from us to bring that chapter to a dose. Notwith- 
standing the praise he received for ''the skiO, promptitude, 
and Tigour which he manifested during tho esrly stages of 
the insurrection," by Sir H. Storks and the Royal Commis- 
sionen, h« was recalled by Mr. Cardwell, the late Colonial 
Minister, and left Jamaica on Tuesday, the 24th July, beloTcd 
and respected by a large majority of the inbabitaniis who, 
from an STer-alnding sen^e of gratitude for the services ho 
rendered to the country in 1865, looked upon his departure 
with unmeasurable sorrow and disappointment. 

The narrative of his embarkation on board the Solent 
will be' no doubt communicated by Sir Henry Storks to the 
Earl of Carnarvon, who has succeeded Mr. Cardwell in the 
Colonial Office under the Ministry of the Earl of Derby. 

The Hoyal Mail Company's Steamer Solent it was known 
would sail on Tuesday, the 24th ult., at four o'clock, and it 
was pretty generally understood that Mr. Eyre was to leave 
his residence at three o*clock for the wharf. From about 
one o'clock in the afternoon, the line of road between Park 
Lodge, the residence of his honour the Custos, and Paradise 
Pen, the temporary residence of Mr. Eyre, by way of East 
Queen and Duke Streets began to exhibit signs of unusual 
bustle, and the pathways became crowded by citiiens of all 
classes. Every window where a view could bo obtained was 
filled with anxious observers, while the balconies of private 
houses and public offices on the way were filled by ladies 
and gentlemen from the fashionable circles of Jamaica aociety. 
On the Mail Company's wharf^ and the windows and balconies 
immediately overlooking it, we observed :* 

On the wharf, a coppany of the 3rd West India Regiment, 
onder Miyor Anton, with the national and regimental oolours, 
were in attendance as a guard of honour, and were aooom* 
pftoied by the magnifioifni band of that regiment. 
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The wharf-landing was carpeted, and the Britiah eoaign 
floated on the comi)any'8 ataflT, at the French and other oon- 
■ular offices of the dtj, on the foremast of the Solent^ and 
upon all the shipping of Kingston Harbour. 

At a few minutefl before tliree o*o]ocky the sound of distant 
cheering announced the approach of Mr. Ejrre. The cheering 
increased as the party made progress down Duke Street, and 
continued, with the waving of hats and handkerchiefs^ until 
they reached the entrance to the Mail Company's gate, whan 
one tremendous shout of right welcome greeting arose from 
a crowd of black persons of both sexes who had throngrd the 
entrance to the wharf, and in rolled triumphantly the carriage 
with that great, good man, Mr. E.vro, his amiable wife, and 
happy children, bowing gracefully to renewed and oft-repeatod 
manifestations of welcome and hearty greeting. 

As the cheer broke forth outside the gate, it was instantly 
taken up by the company inside the wharf. 

His Excellency, with Mrs. Eyre and children, having alighted, 
were accompanied to the steamer, and were received by the 
band and the company of the 3rd West India Regiment, the 
national and regimental colours, the company presenting 
arms, and the band playing ** Qod Save the Queen.* Ilie im- 
mense throng sUxmI uncovered throughout the long line 
formed to receive his Excellency, who gracefully bowed as be 
passed along with Mrs. Eyre and family. Three cheers again 
met his Excellency as he ascended the stage, both aides of 
which were canvassed and carpeted, forming an enclosure ; 
and on his Excellency leaving the gangway, three times three, 
thrice repeated, assailed his Excellency, who appeared on 
deck uncovered, and bowed in acknowledgment. 

His Excellency embarked amidst great manifestations of 

popular feeling, and this feeling was somewhat heightened by 

He touching strains of a national melody from the bend of 

B 3rd West India Regiment : 

•■ SboaUl ftold MqoAintanM be IbrgoC, 
And daja 0^ Mild lAog ^jiM r 
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Captain Cooper^ the indefatigable anperintendent of the 
iUil Company, whoee arrangements for the occasion were 
most satisfactory, seeing so many persons anxious to take a 
fiurewell of his Excelleney, communicated the popukr wish to 
Mr. Eyre, and, hanng procured an assent to the request- 
that the public might be permitted to pass along the deck of 
the Solent and wish Mr. Eyre adieu — with admirable judg- 
ment and presence of mind succeeded in making such arrange- 
ments as permitted of a ready ingress to and egress from the 
ship for so many hundreds of persons, awaiting and anxious 
to show that in their opinion Mr. Eyre had suffered no de- 
gradation in his recall from the OoTemment. 

The lai^ company were then invited on board, which was 
generally responded to ; and each gentleman and lady shook 
hands heartily with his Excellenoy, slmost all accompanying 
the act with a few appropriate observations, to all of which 
his Excellency gave a gracious reply. 

It hating been announced to his Excellency that the Lord 
Bishop and clergy of Jamaica desired to approach his Excel- 
lency with an address, his Excellency was pleased to receive 
the same, and his LordUbip the Bishop, attended by the 
clergy of the Established Church, and other clergymen pre- 
t, read in an audible and emphatic voice the following : 



"Jamaica. 

** Sib, — \y% the undersigned clergymen of the neighbour- 
hood of Kingston, desire respectfully to convey to your 
Excellencyy on the eve of your departure from Uiis colony, 
the imperfect expression of our feelings on this painful ter- 
mination of the period of your };ovomment. In conjunction 
with a large number of our brethren in other parts of the 
island, who would, we doubt not, most cordially join with us 
on the present occasion, if time allowed us to invite their 
coQCorrence, we not long ago tendered to you the heartfelt 
expression of oor gratitude^ oar eateem, and our confidence. 
(Applause.) 
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" We desire to reiicnte these sentiments now. Ko former 
GoTemment hos ever rendered to Jamaica greater aenrioes 
than your Excelloncy has done. You have not onlj secured 
the iidand from most imminent peril of a general insurroctioa 
by your courage, promptitude, judgment, and administrative 
skill, but, by the exercise of the same hig^ qualities, prepared 
the way for such a reconstruction of the form of our oonstitu^ 
tion as— while we are not foigetful of our debt of gratitude 
to the llouso of Assembly for its liberal support of our 
anciently Established Church — the present omei^ency seemed 
to demand — a reconstruction to which, if any human means 
can avail to effect it, the future prosperity of the colony will 
primarily be due. (Renewed applause.) 

" For ourselves we would gratefully acknowledge the uni- 
form kindness and courtesy which the dei^gy have over ex- 
perienced at your Excellency's hands, and the lively and dis- 
criminating interests which you have ever manifested in the 
welfare of the Church. (Applause.) 

" But even for those eminent^ services we would not thus 
warmly thank you, did wo not know your Excellency to have 
been actuated by the purest motives, to be a devout wor> 
shipper of llim whoso ministen we are, and to be influenced 
by feelings of true humanity towards the people to whom we 
minister. (Deafening applause.) 

" But knowing these things, we assure your ExoeUenoy of 
our heartfelt sym^Mithy, and our earnest hope that you may, 
ere long, be called by our gracious Sovereign to another 
sphere of honourable and important publio service. (Up- 
roarious applause.) 

'Mt is our sincere desire and prayer, that wherever your 
lot be cast^ the Divine blessing may attend you and aQ 
the mem ben of your family, and we would b^ you to accept 
and to convey to Mre. Eyre, who has merited for herself the 
esteem and regard of so many amongst us^ our rsspectfiil and 
most cordial farewelL** (Applause.) 

His Excellency in a firm tone, his eyes betokening the 
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•motions of his heart, jet withotit a tear, replied, and was 
reoeiTed with cheering at the end of each sentence, which, 
although not custooiaij among British subjects, could not he 
restrained on this occasion. The personal farewell to his 
Sscellencj was sgain resumed — and Mrs. Eyre vsry conde- 
soendinglj joined in the manifestations of acknowledgment in 
which his Eicellencx had engaged. 

At four o*c]ock the hell rang, and again hearty shaking of 
hands with his Exoellenoy took phuse, the hand of the 3rd 
West India Regiment striking up with very singular appro- 
ptiatenesi a national melody from the songn of old Scotland : 

'Tlwn's MM lodt ftboat UwbooMb 
TInrv't IMS lack vrm* ; 
Tbere't Utile plw wa re in Uie bonac, 
Wben our gndr mu't awa'.** 

At this moment a gentleman remarked to a friend, ** Well, 
if this is degnuUlion, I should like to he degraded every day 
in the same way.** 

II10S. Uendrick, Esq^ proposed three cheers for Mr. Eyre, 
which was immediately responded to, and re-echoed from the 
living mass that crowded the shores and the wharves that are 
adjacent. Three more for Mrs. Eyre were taken up with equal 
•nthusivm* sod three for Queen Victoria were lustily given 
and oft repeated by the loyal inhabitants of the colony there 
assembled. 

J. S. Williams, Esq., Advocate-General, as an old Creole, 
then in a few words expressive of the obligation which the 
inhabitants of Jamaica owed Mr. Eyre for having saved their 
homes from desolation, proposed three cheers again for his 
Excellency, which was enthusiastically responded to. 

When the stage had been finally removed, a conoourM of 
persons who had remained on the wharf^ with uncovered 
hi-ads, rang ths air with vociferous cheering, which was taken 
up along the shore by a crowd of people who had waited 
qoteUy and patiently for the moving of the ship. The goard 
of iMNMNir then pr essnted anna, and the hand gave the 
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"general salute,* which was immediatelj followed hy the 
strains of ** Auld Lang Syne." It is impossible to describe 
the enthusiasm* and at Uie same time the order and deceot 
appearance, of those who thronged the shoreside during all 
these scenes. His Excellency bowed with hat in hand till the 
good ship Solent had fairly turned to sea. 

llie British ensign at the Royal Mail Company's Wharf was 
dipped three times on the arrival of his Excellen<^ ; the flags 
at the French and other Consulates were hoisted ; and the 
shipping in harbour dipped three times as the noble veaiel 
pasHod each of them wiUi the ill-used but faithful and true 
servant of the British Crown, and the heroic and Taliant 
rescuer of the well-disposed and peaceable and loyal inhi^ 
bitants of poor Jamaica. 

On the arrival of the Solent at Port Royal, a salute of 
seventeen guns from the Fort was fired in honour of hia 
Excellency. The vessels of war dipped their ensigns, and 
the band on board U.M.S. Doris sirtick up *' The National 
Anthem," which was immediately followed by the well-known 
air: 

*■ 'MM pknwum and palAOCii tbou^ we nuy rotm, 
De It «ver lo lowly, U>ere*t no pUoe like borne* 

Commodore Sir Leopold M'Clintock, LL.D., &c., and a 
number of gentlemen, were in waiting in the steamcr^a track, 
aud, as soon as she stopped, all went on board to pay their 
respects to Mr. Eyre. A lai^gu number of other boats crowded 
around the steamer from shore, filled with passengera, all 
equally desirous, as had been the Kingstouians, of expressing 
their grateful sentiments to Mr. Eyrp for his prompt action 
in having so vigorously suppre6sod the late rebellion. 

No Governor has ever left these shores with such demon- 
Mtratious of public gratitude and esteem as Mr. Eyre did on 
Tuesday, the 24th of July. 

The public here, like the colonists of Australia, have been 
busily engaged in gettiug up a memorial to the Queen, praying 
that Mr. Eyre may be permitted " to accept the gratefiil 
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tribttto intended for him* in a handsome testimonial, ''in* 
listiDg record of our appreciation of his sendees.* This testi- 
monial has been most handsomely subscribed to, and embraces 
the names of aknost ereiy class and creed in the colon/. It 
has been asserted by those opposed to the administration of 
Mr. Eyre, and numbering but a mere unit of the community, 
thai large sums have not been subscribed, although announced ; 
bat although such assertions and insinuations are made, the 
source from which they emanate is quite sufficient to remoTe 
a^y anxiety regarding our representations. The memorial is 
now in coarse of signature, and subscriptions are coming in 
•veiy day from the country districts to the committee, to be 
added to the general fund. On the lists are to be found the 
names of scTeral rulck pusoxa, who are no less grateful than 
the European inhabitants of Jamaica for the dsUvery afforded 
them in October last by Mr. ^jrrs. 



-."»* 



J^ 111 i>n— I 



APPENDIX. 



F. 

YAJiEWELL ADDRESSES TO GOVERNOR EYRE, AND 

HIS VJNDICATION. 

Yesterday XDorning a number of gentlemen aasembled at 
the Royal Mail Compan/s wharf, at Kingston, to form them* 
Helves into a coininittce, representing; over 1200 subscribera 
to a farewell address to his Excellency Governor Eyre, on the 
eve of his dc^mrture from this colony. 

The deputation consisted of the Hon. L. Q. Bowerbank, 
Gustos ; Hon. J. II. M*Dowoll, Captain Cooper, H.N., J. S. 
Williams, A. L. MaUbre, R. Kunes, G. Henderson, J. S. 
Brown, A. I)e Cordova, and W. Leo, Esqrs. At the hour 
appointed they drove off to Pkradise Penn, the residence of his 
Excellency, where they were received at the door by ColoDel 
Hunt, A.D.C., and conducted in. 

Thu Hon. Dr. BoworlNiuk then read the address to his 
Excellency as follows :— 

"We, the undersigned inhabitants of Kingston, and 
othens cannot refrain from oOcring to your Excellency and 
Mrs. Eyre, our most sincere syiii|>atliy with you on your 
dep«arturo from the colony. 

'* We rejoice that after a searching inquiry, the Royal Com- 
missioners have re|)ortod to her Majesty that praise is due to 
your Excellency for your skill, promptitude, and vigour, in 
the recent insurrection ; and that to the exercise of such 
qualities by you, its s|)eedy termination is to be attributed ; 
and we heartily congratulate your Excellency that there has 
been evinced, both in this country and abroad, a general 
approbation of your conduct, in having saved a colony to the 
Queen, and homes and lives to the Queen's subjects in this 
her island of Jamaica. 

* It is our firm oonviotion that a more intimate aoqnaiaU 
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ance on the part of the Troperial GoTemment with the local 
affiure of the colonr and its condition, an well as with the true 
natnre of eventu which had endangered, and nii^ht continue 
to threaten the peace and welfare of the country, would have 
shielded from censure a faithful servant of the Crown. 

** We nevertheless feel asttured that when |)oHtical passioDS 
shall have given place to reason and to justice, the vast 
majority of your fellow-subjects, and othent interestotl in the 
maintenance of public safety and onler, will consider that an 
officer who (unaided by any mstniutions from su|>erior autho- 
rity, in times of extreme and sudden difficulty and very grave 
national peril) has, on the whole, done his duty nobly and 
well, ought not, for any minor error, or excess of his subor- 
dinates, to he otherwise than most favourably dealt with. 

'* We earnestly trust that a time will soon arrive when the 
momentous services which your Excellency has recently ren- 
dered to Jamaica may meet with that distin^ished reward 
which her Most Gracious Majesty the Queen so well knows 
how to confer on those whom she cannot doubt to be meri- 
torious offiren. 

" That every blcssins may be heape<l upon your Exoelleney, 
Mrs. Evre, and your children, is, we believe, the fervent hope 
of all the loyal and grateful people of Jamaica.*' 

To which hit Excellenej read his reply in the following 
words: 



**10 TBI HON. L. Q. BOWERBAKK, J. S. BROWN, J. M'DOWELL, 
W. S. OOOFER, W. TITLET, J. S. WnXIAlC8,'R. NUNEB, B. RDBBUE, 
F. LTOHSy 1. MALABBl^ ▲. DB OORDOTA, X8QB. &C. 

"Mr. Gustos, Rev. Gentlemen, and Gentlemen, — I thank 
# /on most sincerely for your very gratifying address of sym- 
pathy with me on the occasion of my departure from Jamaica. 

''It is only natural, that after serving my Queen and 
country aealoualy, and, I hope, not uselessl/i for twenty-fivs 
yean (since September, 1841), and, after having had tho 
honour of representing my Sovereign in both hemispheres as 
Lieutenant-Goveitioror Governor for nearly twenty years (since 
1846)^ I should feel soms pain and regret that my career 
ahoald now be sbnipilly ienninated b/ removal from ths 



^^^v^^^w^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^w^^^^*? 




AFPEKDIX r. 807 

public service under the disapproval and oeDaore of the 
Colonial Minister. 

** But this (win and regret are greatlj lessened bj the reflao- 
tion, that however able or impartial the parties may be bj 
whom my conduct has been inquired into and a4judicated 
uiK>n, it is impossible that persons imperfectly acquainted with 
the negro character, with the country, and with the cironm* 
stances that surrounded me at the time, can judge adeqoataly 
or justly, after the event, of the necessity or propriety of the 
action I found it imperative to take under a great emer- 
gency. 

*' The points on which I am condemned are three : — Isi 
For permitting the trial and execution of G. W. Gordon. 

"2nd. For continuing martial law and the trials by ooorts 
martial after the proclamation of the amnesty on the 30th of 
October. 

"3rd. For not being aware of the excesses committed 
under martial law, and for not issuing instructions which 
would have prevented those excesses. 

" With regard to the first, I con only repeat my conviction 
that however defective it may have been in a strictly legal 
point of view, Mr. Gordon was the proximate occasion of the 
insurrection, and of the cruel massacre of particular indivi- 
duals whom he regarded as his personal enemies, and that, 
therefore, he suffered justly. 

" No impartial i^crson can, I think, read the report of the 
Royal Commissioners without coming to the same condusion. 

*' The court before which he was tried was not a court of 
law, but it was a perfect legal court 

"To have issued a special commission to try him was 
wholly impracticable at the time ; whilst to have kept him as 
a prisoner for future trial would have had a very bad effeot^ 
and might have been dangerous in the extreme, in the excited 
and precarious state the country was then in. 

" I believe that it was only through the firmness and dect* 
sion of the Government in dealing with this case sommari^ 
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tlifti seditious ieschings sod ilie spresd of ths rabellion wero 
ehflcked. 
/ " Indeed, in my opinion, the prompt trial and execution of 

O.W.Gordon had more efieot in praTcnting further risings in 
other parishes than any of the steps taken by the GoTeniment. 

*'Mr. Gordon was regarded by the negroes generally 
throughout the island as an obeah-mao is by his imme- 
diate neighbours, as all-powerful and beyond the reach of 
ordinary jurisdiction. 

*' His trial and execution removed this delusion, and showed 
that tho authority of the Queen was supreme. Nor was ho 
the only person of better position and education engaged in 
stirring up and exciting the negro mind. 

** It was absolutely necessary that a stop should be put to 
this action, and it could only be done by the immediate trial 
of the chief agitator, and that trial could only take place by 
court-martial under the then existing circumstances. 

" With regard to the continuance of martial law and trials 
by courts-martial after the 3()th October, it must be remem- 
bered that during the whole period for which martial law was 
in force, and for some time afterwards, the acconuts daily 
received from the various parishes in the island led the 
Government to believe the whole country to be still in a state 
of great excitement and peril, and that further risings amongst 
the negroes might take place at any moment or in any direc- 
tion; and although additional troops had arrived, the total 
number in the colony was still very insufficient to cope with 
anything like a general insurrection, or even to occupy and 
protect many districts at a time, had active military opera- 
tions become necensary. 

** It was essential to overawe the disatiected, known to be 
numerous in most parishes of the island. 

** For this, continuance of martial law became requisite, and 
it was only by the oontinuanoe of the trials and punishment 
of those guilty of rebeUion that ths esistenoe of martial law 
woQki be belisved i& 
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* Bat then wen tbo no gMb or pffMOM in wliieb aBjluii 
number of priaoDoraoould bo kept for fatoTO trial; andotw 
had it been pnetieablo, dekj in deoling with priaonen ciiugBd 
with tho more aeriona offeneea oonunittod daring the inanr- 
loction would hafo had a moat injurious offeot in other parte 
of tho 00I007, ripe aa thqr were for rebelfion. 

** With rigud to tho triala whioh thua took pbeo befoio 
oouria-martial, alter tho moat aearehing acrutiny whioh prae- 
tiaed lawren oould Instituio— a aemtiny to whidi, I belieT% 
proceodinga under martial hw were acaroely over before aub- 
joeted, and from which, I venture to thuik, that few woukl 
haTo oomo out with leea of oeainio^the Commiaaionan 
report:— 'In the great majority of the caaea tho eridence 
aeema to baTe been unobjoctionable in character, and quite 
sufficient to jtintify the finding of the court. It ia right 
also to state, the accounts given by the more trustworthy 
witnessen aa to the manner and deportment of tho oourto 
were decidedly favourable.' 

"^ That the Govemmcut earnestly desired to ahow aa much 
leniency as considerations affecting the safety of other parts 
of the island iierroitted ia evidenced by the eariy date at 
which an amnesty was procUimed, under which large numbers 
of persons were absolved from the jienaltiea of all Icaaer 
crimes, though the more aerious onea were still, for a limited 
time (prescribed by act), to be dealt with by courta martiaL' v 

" I may here state that as soon aa it was known that martial 
law was to terminate at the end of the statutory period of 
thirty days, I was waited* upon by members of the Iq^slatura 
and custodes to ur<:e upon me an extension of it, and I am 
quite certain that had I attempted to curtail the limited 
period which by law it had to run, oonatemation and appre- 
hension would have boon universal. 

"Even after martial law had expired, and notwithstanding 
the very numeroua trials which had taken place under it^ a 
large number of prisoners ohaiged with the graver offeneea 
committed during the rebellion atill had to be dealt with, of 
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whom Tery taMitj won foond gailtf Ml trial befora * apcdftl 
oommiaMon, ud wen wnteooed ^ « civil oourt in Mms 
CHM to d«ath, in othsr* to a long iena of imprisoiinient. 

" In refereaoe to my not hkring beea awwe of th* exotMM 
eoiDQiiUed during mtrtial Uw, I would only uk, bow wu it 
pouible that 1, ucocuarily detained at the Mat of gorem- 
netit in watching over tha iotereati, and providing for the 
aafetj of tha iaiaul ganerallj, aa well as in attending to the 
laborious duties of a moat important legiaUtive aeaaion, oould 
make mjcelf acquainted with oocurrenocra which evMi Uriga- 
dier-Oeneral NelsoD, tha able uffioer ootumanding in the div 
trieta when tbej wen taking place, heard notbing of 1 

f Thoaa who know anything of the natun of the oountiy 
in Jamaica, and the few faciiitiea which cxiat for intercoio- 
maoioatioa, will readily undenland that at any time, but 
a^iecially during the rainy aeaaon, which waa at it» height 
during the au|>presiion of the nbellioo, it ii pbvaically im- 
poaaiUe to learn or to oontrol all that ia going ou throughout 
a tract of cotintry ao eitenaire aa that occupied by our troopa 
during martial law, 

'But the truth ie, that oxceswa muat alwaya take place 
tuder martial law, a:id eapocially when black troopa, who ara 
often wholly beyond tb« contnJ of their officera, are em- 
ployed. No one can rrgnt theaa eicesaea more thjut I do. 
It 1% however, upon thoaa whoaa acta made martial law 
nacetaaiy, or upon tlie people who, by not coming forvnrd to 
uphold the Quetti'a authority, and protect life and property, 
encouraged aucb acts, that these exoesaea an chargeable^ not 
npon the anthoritiea, who an compelled to renort to that 
•lam nmedy to put down, or prcrent, the axtenaion of i^ 
baUion. 

"Did no exc oaa e a occur in npreaaing the Indian mntiiijT 
or wen the authoritiaa then made mponaibla for not knowing 
vf or not pnTcnticg them? 

** In that caaa it waa not thought neoeaaary, as it waa here^ 
to appoint a ccmmiaaicp of inquiry to rake op and parada 
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befinre the world emy aUflgation ol iigiux whUh an fpioniit 
•ad exctUblo popuktion, in manj respeeU littfe ramofid 
from saTagM, wboae habit is untruihiuInoM^ «id ▼indiotift 
ai hanng boon foiled in their reoent nbelliMiy eonld be in- 
duoed to bring forwmrd, whether wdl or ill founded, egunet 
thoee who had the ooeroua and thankleM taak of putting 
down that rebellion. 

** With regard to the non^iasuing bj me of instructioiMi for 
the guidanee of the miUtarf, I have oo^ to |ioint out that 
her Miyeety'a inatnictions to Qovemon Uj down the tule 
that it ia the duty of the Qovemor to giro all neceeaaiy oidcn 
for the maroh and distribution of troops, but expreasly enjoin 
him to leave all details connected with the oanying out those 
orders to the military authorities. 

" Wheo martial law is proclaimed in a district^ the osae is 
even still stronger, for then all dWl jurisdiction is absolutely 
superseded, aud the entire and sole management of the 
district so circumstanced becomes vested in the General in 
command. 

" I have thought it right to make these observations, not to 
repudiate any responsibility properly attaching to me, or to 
excuse any shortct>roing or errors in my own conduct, but as 
feeling it duo to myself, to you, and to the British publio to 
state some few of the considerations which influenoed me in 
reference to the iiarticulars in which my conduct has been 
most strongly condemned. 

"And I the more gladly make these statements to you, 
gentlemen, because from your having been in the colony at 
the time, and from your long and practical acquaintance with 
the country, the people, and the circumstances which existed 
during the period referred to, you are in a better poaition 
than any other persons can bo to judge of the value of them, 
and to know how for I did my duty to the ooloiiy and to my 
Sovereign in the hour of difficulty and danger. 

^'Even the Royal Commiasionersi kbouring as they did 
under all the disadvantages of unaotpiaintano with tha 
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/wvaoUr of Um oonDttj, tha peoplo^ tnd the dranEoataDOM 
of Um DMOMiit, wul malting tboir onquirie* aflar tbe ovent 
from a people naturallf untruthful, and atimuJated bj the 
inpreauMi aeduoualyinitillad iiitotliemby deaiguing peraoua, 
Uuit the Queen was on their aide, and dsaired to obtain 
•ridance agaioat and punish tha autboritiea engaged in aup- 
jaiiaiiint the rvbellion — evau tha 'Bojil CoramiaaioDen, 
labouriDg under all tbeae diaadvantagea, have been oompelled 
to admit that ' though the original duign for tha overthrow 
of eonatituted authoritj was oooGned to a amidl portion of 
St. Thomaa in tba East, ;et that tbe diaorder iu fact apread 
with aingular rapidity oror an eit«naiva tract of countiy; 
■ad that Buch waa the atate of eicitement preTailing in the 
island, that had more than a momentar; suocesa been obtained 
bj the inaurgenta tbeir ultimata overthrow would bare boen 
attended with a alill mora fearful Iom of Lfe and propertj.' 
And thef have Tei; justlf remarked, that 'somatimca the 
aurnmea of tbe measures adoiited for the pni*Biitii>n of an evil 
deprired tha authors of those moasurea of the svideuoe they 
would otherwise hare had of their nooessity,' 

"Had I hesitated, there would have bo«D evidenoe enough 
of this neoeaiity ; but what wouhl have been aaid of me for 
Bot baring prerented the 'atill more fearful loaa of life and 
INttpertjT* 

"The Royal Commiasionns and her Majestj'a Oovernmeat 
have been pleased to give me credit for ' skiU, promptitude, 
Mtd Tigour' on the oocurrenoe of a great eniHrgency, and to 
state that 'to my eieroise of these qualities the apeedy 
termiastion of tha iusumotioo is due.' I sm told that I 
'showed mraeir superior to tbe feelings of alarm eipreaaed 
and antortained b; thoee around me;' and her Uajestjr'a 
QovemmeDt further * exprcsssa their sense of the promptitude 
and judgroeat with which I submitted to the Legislature tba 
views whieb I entertained, and in which thejr ao readilj oo&> 
eurrad, as to tbs sipadiaiuj of sffeotini; a dwrided change in 
ths modi ol gonnuneitt of tha eolooj' — news which bno 
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nne* bean eoafifBMd bj tha Mnrtka of tba Crows aod ■■ 
•ct of Um ImperUl GoremnimL Whj abauld tbej aoi 

•qull7 gire ids credit fw bftnng euroMd • MiiDd judsmont 
in Um lener nMtter of MotumioE nBrtial kw for « United 
timo Bfter Um r-— ''-■"*"" of Um MniMiif, oltboogh tbe;, 
■eting as mj yiiffM mftar tbo ennl, without tba neoaaiWT 
local experience, and when tbe reiy aocceaa of my imaiiim 
bad depriTed ma of tha andetteo of their neeeaaitf, ai* 
imable to apitreeiate ao doarij the force of the ooonderatioiM 
wfaich influcDoed me in this matter, aa they do in the arasaa- 
■taiMMa whioh aurtoondcd tha oommcncmDantof theicbaDica 
or the chan^ efierted in tba oonatitatini ? 

"With regard to the case of Mr. nordon, the IIoTal Com- 
miaaiMiera, laboaring under the dindTmntagen alreadv adTsrted 
to, and looking at the prooredinga as Uvyen nabinHj woold 
do, that is, in ooDnectioo with tha atrict rulea and giractioe of 
courta of law (though I have already shown the court befbre 
which llr. Gordon was tried was not a court of law, thou-h 
a perfectly legal oourt) whilst eiprming their opinion that 
thej 'cannot sea in the eridenee which hu been adduced 
any sufficient proof (that ia, I preaume, aocinding to the 
atriet rules and practice of ootirt of law) either of his comiJi- 
citj in the outbreak of !k[oiant Day, or c^ bia having been a 
party to a general conspiracy against the Go*crament,' jet 
distinctly record, ' We have formed tha opinion that tha true 
explanation of llr. Gordon^ conduct was to be found in tha 
account he haa given of himself—" I have just gone aa &r aa 
I can go, but no farther. If I wanted a reheHion I eonld 
have had one long ago, 1 have been aaked aeveral timca to 
head a robellioo, but there ia no fear of that : I will try first 
a demonstration of it; but I must Erst upset that fUlow 
Hetacbell, and kick him out of the veatry, and tha b«roa abo^ 
or bad will come of it T ' 

" Ur. Henchell waa not kicked out of the veatry, oor tbo 
banm upset j and tbay wera two of the finit natinta of tba 
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** Agkin, ths CammifaiiniBn dUtinetljr record tbeir opinion, 
* Mr. (Jordoii night know well tlie diBtinotioo between a n- 
bdlion mod » demonatration of it ; he might be able to trust 
hiSMelf to go u for M ho oould with Mfbtj tnd no further ; 
but that would not be eo euj to hie ignorant and faoatieal 
foUowera. Tbcj would find it difficult to reatrain thevaelTea 
from rebellion wbm nuling a demonatration of it. 

" < If a man like Paul Bogle waa in the habit of hearing 
•neb aipreaaiona aa tboae oontained in Gordon's letten, aa 
that the reign of the oppreason would be abort, and that the 
Lord waa about to deatroy them, it would not take muoh to 
oonrinoe bin tbat ha might be the apiioiated iaatrumeDt in 
tbe Lord'a hand for effecting that end ; and it ia dear that 
tbia waa Dogle'a belief; aa we find tliat after the part he bad 
taken in the maaaacra at Uoraut Bay, be, in bia chapel at 
StoDjr Gut, returned tbanka to Oud that be had gone to do 
tbat work, and tbat God had i>roai>ered him ia bia wi,>rk. 

'"It ia dear, too, that the conduct of Gordon had been 
■nch aa to ooarince both frienJa and eoemiea of bia being a 
party to the riaing. 

*"Wa leara from Ur. Gordon biouelf that in Kiugrton, 
wbere he carried on hia buaineaa, thia waa the general belief 
aa soon aa the oewa of the outbreak was received. 

"But it waa full; believed alio bj thoae engaged in tbs 
outbrsBk. Bogle did not bcwtate to apeak of bitaseU as 
acting in concert with him. 

'"A\'hen Dr. Major waa dragged out of hia hiding-plaoe oo 
thenight of the lltb October, bo aaved himself by explaining 
tbat Mr. Gordon would not wiah to bare him injured; and 
wlun Mr. Jaekaon made a similar appeal for hia own bfe to 
tba nurdereis of Ur. Hire, it appean to bsTe been equally 
■oeoeaafuL 

' ' Tba aEbet which was likelj to follow tba moating wbidi 
look place daring the apring and aummar of 1863, in soma 
vt which Ur. Oordon took a part, was foresee n hj one of hia 
MOit ardast avppurtan, who, writing to a oomnion triand on 



AFPENDIX F. 815 

the subject of an article he had inaerted in a newspaper re* 
epecting the Vere meeting, used these words :— '* AU I desire 
is to shield you and them from the charge of anarchj and 
tumult, which in a short time, must follow these powerful 
demonstrations.*' ' 

"Again the Commissioners report:— 'It apiiears exceed- 
ingly probable that ^Ir. Gordon, bj his words and writings^ 
produced a material ^effect on the minds of Bogle and his 
followers, and did much to produce that state of excitemeot 
and discontent in different parts of the island which ren- 
dered the spread of the insurrection excecdin^j probable.* 

"The British public may judge from these extracts from 
the report of the Royal Commissioners how far Gordon waa 
morally guilty of causing the rebellion, and therefore justly 
punished, whatever may be the doubts entertained ax to the 
proof of his complicity having been sufficient, in a strictly 
legal point of view, to satisfy a court of law ; but they can 
never know the full weight and pressure of the ciroumstancea 
which made it necessary, in order to save the colony from the 
general massacre and pillage which further risings would 
have occasioned, to act pi*onipt]y and decisively upon proof 
only of his moral guilt (and this, be it remembered, is all thai 
is required before a court-martial under martial law). 

*' I am not a lawyer, but I understand thero are legal gen- 
tlemen of high ability who dissent entirely from the opinion 
expressed by the Royal Commissioners, that there was not 
sufficient proof (that is, such as would be received in a court 
of law) of Qordon*s complicity in the outbreak at Morant 
Bay, and who consider that the evidence adduced before ilia 
court-martial, taken in connection with concurrent oiroum- 
stances, would have been both legally admissible in a civil 
court, and sufficient to satisfy a civil jury of his guilt. 

'* Be this as it may, I had myself no doubt whaterer aa to 
Gordon's having occasioned the rebellion, or of the danger U> 
the oolony if his case was not promptly and aummarilj dealt 
with. Under such droumstances^'itwaa impoaaiUe to heaitaio 
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M to tlw oourM wliieb I conaidorad mj duty to tha Crown 
•ad to the GoloDj tnado it impentive on me to take. 

" And now, gentlemen, I come to the hardest part of mjr 
taak, that of aaying farewell to thoae who hare been kind to 
BM ; who aiipportod ue in the difficulties and daogon through 
which the colony liaa lo recently paused, and who now wjni- 
pathiM with me under the obloqujr and miarepreaentationa 
to which I am eubjoeted, 

" I hava lived aiiiongit you for nearly four jsan and a half, 
daring which you well know I have bad mora than the naoal 
ahare of hard work and political atrife. 

** You will, I am aure, do me the juatico to helicve that in 
theaa, aa in all olher tnattera, I have been actuated by the 
•ingle deaire to do what I coDBdentioualy believed to bo my 
duty. 

" I have neaeasarily aometimra had to aay or to do bard 
thing*, but you will, I know, at kaat aoqutt me of mixiiig up 
•ay penonal feeling with my public action. 

' And in taking leave of you I would only add that, aa I 
bear do ill-will to any individual, I tniat that none is home 
towards myself, but tliat when I am gone from amongst yon 
all will unite in believing that I wished well to the oolooy and 
to yourselves, and that 1 did my best to serve you. 

"I DOW retire into private life, dismissed from the public 
■ervioe, after nearly a Lfetime spent in it i but I have at least 
the ooDSolation of feeling that there haa be«n nothing in my 
oonduct to merit it,uothiDgtaoooasionaolf-reproaoh, nothing 
to regret. 

"On the contrary, I c«tT7 with me in my retirement th« 
proud consciousness thst at all times, and nnder all draum- 
•taDcea, I have endeavoured to the besrt of my ability to do 
my duty as A servant of tlie Crown, fiithfully, faarieasly, and 
irraspeotiva of personal considerationa. 

** With auch convietiona, darply aa my removal from tho 
pnUie servioe muat neoeaaarily affeot my fiitora and tha 
iBt«raata of Uwm moat dear tn ma, I can •ubmit to the far- 
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foitura of poution, to thesacrifiotof twenty-fin jew^oncr 
in the iniblie Mrv ioe, br to an; penoiul indignity enbuled, 
oouutiiig my individual lossoii u utterly insignifieuit when 
•o lu^cly eouoterb&luiced by the uiHleiii«ble faot tbat tbe 
very acta which have led to my diamiaul have tuttA a nohle 
colony from ouaroliy and ruin. 

"Your generous and valued testimony to the intc^ty a( 
my conduct in ibia my taat aod moot importaiit goveru- 
meat will ever be moat highly cherixhed by me, and wiU be 
handed down to my children, and their childrea, aa an 
encouragement and a atimiitus to them to do their duty alMi^ 
under whatever eireiuustauces of trial they m^ at auy time 
be placed. 

" Again, gentlomen, I thank you, in Ura. ^jTe'a name and 
in my own, for your wonn-hcarted ayropathj and for yoor 
good wishes towards oursalvcfl and our cliildren. 

" We shall always remember most gratefully your great 
kindness and good fopjitig. 

"Our beat wishes and oiir forront pmycra for your indivi< 
dual and collective interuHtH and welfare will titiU bo vrith you, 
and we canieBtly trust tlial the cliunge recently made in tbe 
government of the country (and which I shall ever regard aa 
a proud monument of my administration amongst you) will, 
whou time boa permitted ita development, and matumd that 
reorganisation whiish is essential, lead to a reiiowod eoafidence 
in Jamaica at home, and to progress and proeperity within 
the colony itself, that must eventually largely promote ita 
material interests, and add to tbe oomfort and hip|Hneaa of 
all within it. 

"EL Eras. 

*■ Kingston, July B3, 1806." 

We may state bore that the address has 1230sisBatarea. 
613 of which are thoae of persona residing in tbia dty, and 
the reat are of individuala from other parts. 

The following address was also preMnt«d to Ur, X|yi^ «a 
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behalf of tho biahop and olei^gy of Kingston and the neigh- 
bourhood: 

** TO BIS BXCELLCyCT BDWABD JOHN ETBE, ESQ., LATB OOTEBKOB 
OP JAMAICA, ON HIS DEPABTUBB FBOM THE ISLAND. 

•* Sir, — ^We, the undersigned clergy of the neighbourhood 
of Kingston, denire resi>ectrully to convey to your Excellency, 
on the eve of your de|>arture from this colony, the imperfect 
expression of our feelings on this painful termination of the 
period of your government. In conjunction with a large 
number of our brethren in other parts of the island, who 
would, we doubt not, roost cordially join with us on the pre- 
sent occaidon if time allowed us to invite their concurrence^ 
.we not lone ago tendered to you the heartfelt expression of 
our gratitude, our esteem, and our confidence. Wo desire to 
reiterate thoee ecntiments now. 

"No former Governor has ever rendered to us greater 
services than ^our Excellency has done. You have not only 
rescued the island from most imminent peril of gcnenu 
insurrection, by your courage, promptitude, judgment, and 
administrative skill, but by the exercise of the same hii;h 

?|ualities preimred the way for such a reconstruction of the 
orm of our constitution as, while we are not foi^tful of our 
debt of gratitude to the House of Assembly for its liberal 
support of our anciently established Church, the present 
emergency seemed to demand — a reconstruction to wnich, if 
any human means can avail to effect it, the future prosperity 
of this colony will primarily be due. 

" For ourselves we would mtefully acknowledge the uniform 
kindness and courtesy which the clenry have ever experienced 
at your Excellency's hands, and the lively and discriminating 
interest which vou have ever manifested and exercised for tlie 
welfare of the Church. 

** But even for these eminent services we could not thus 
warmly thank you did we not know your Excellency to have 
been actuated by the purest motives, to be a devout wor> 
ahipper of Him whose miniKters we are ; and to be intluenceil 
by feelings of true humanity towards the people to whom we 
minister. 

** But^ knowing these things, we assure your Exoellency of 
our sincere sympathy with you, and our earnest hope that you 
may ere long be calM by our gradoua Soverei^ to anolJier 
&ptiu% of honourable and important public aervioe. 
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*' It is our sincere desire and prajr^r that whoreTer jour ki 
may be oust, the divine blessiu^; may rest on you and oo all 
the members of your family ; and we would be^ you to accept^ 
and to convoy also to Mrs. Eyre, wlio has couoilwted to henidf 
the esteem and rt^Kard of so many amongst us, oar respectfol 
and most oonlial tarewelL 

" We have the honour to be, Sir, your ElzoelleQey'a moat 
obedient servants, 

** Ueoinald Kingston, Bishop of Kingston. 
Thomas Stewart, D.D., Archdeacon of Surrey. 
William Matusw, Rector of St. Andrew," &o. 

To the foregoing address Mr. Eyre returned a reply in those 
terms: 



** TO THB RIGHT RBV. THK LORD BIBBOP OP KINOnOH, THB 
VENERABLB ARCHDEAOON 8TBWABT, THB BST. T. MATHBW, 

** My Lord Bishop and Rot. Gentlemen, — I thank you Tery 
gratefully for your generous and warm-hearted address of 
regard and sympathy on my removal from the government 
of Jamaica. 

" I assure you that it is both gratifying to me and great^ 
consolatory to know that after a long residence amongst you, 
and after hanng had to guide the colony through scenes of 
great di faculty and trial, I retain the confidence and esteem 
of the clergy of the country, whose good opinion (living as 
they have done on the s|)of, and knowing intimately all the 
circumstances connected with the late rebellion) is in itself 
the strongest testimony I can offer that I have not merited 
the imputations which have been alleged against me by persons 
not in the colony at the time, and imperfectly acquainted with 
the true nature of the events, of having acted either with 
injustice or with undue aeverity in repressing an insurrection 
which imperilled the lives and property of the inhabitants 
and jeopardised the safety of the colony. 

"I heartily concur with you in regarding the ohang« re- 
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MDtljr effected in the form of gorerameni of the ialand m 
likdj to confer great and ksting benefits upon the commonitj, 
end I shall ever feel proud that it was accomplished during 
my adminiBtration of the government, and in a great degree 
through my own personal exertions. 

''It is most gratifying to me to think that when I am gone 
from amongst you there will sUlI remain this permanent 
proof of my anxiety to benefit the colony, and that my efforts 
were not unsuocessfuL 

"For the good feeling and friendly intercourse which have 
•rer characterised my connection with the deigy of Jamaica, 
I am most deeply indebted to you. 

•" It has been a great pleasure to me'to co-operate cordially 
with you in all matters affecting the interests of the Church, 
and I pray thai God*s blessing may rest upon your continued 
labours to promote His honour, and advance the temporal and 
spiritual wdfara of the people entrusted to your cbaige. 

'"lira. Eyre unites with me in sincere and affectionate 
Ibaaks Ibr your good wishes towards ourselves and children. 



"KEnuL 



'£in9rton,Ju]yS4.' 



sr V. 



AK» 



.— *—*■ 



Lomdom : 8» New BurUngUm ArMl, 
Mardk, 1867. 
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PUBLISHED BT RICHARD BENTLET, 

^ublis^cr in Orbimnj to $cr SP^ajtfts. 



ADAM AND THE ADAMITE ; or, Tho Harmony of Scrip 

ture and KUinologj. Djr Dr. AI«CAUSLAXDl Auibor of •ScraMNu in Stooei^* Ovwmttt 
Tt.t<l. 

** Dr. M<Oini«Und bi an mifnfnt irrolofrfiit and an nrthndnx CbrlcUMi, tnd In tMa mmk h 
fiHlni\*oiiri( til lmrnHNitiK> Uic i4.il( m«titH of Srk*tior and of llevHatton. Ilr heutUy aeer^ 
ttie rronit di*t>vfrk« uf a prr-Adamite mankind, aa provrd by the flint kMruwwli • 
Krmncr atid KjirUikI. tbe ntrtallic wp.«potM of Dcnnuirk. and tlie Mtlmirtitrd dwrllifiKi fa 
the SwIm iMk'ii. He a<rrptii Um theory of three dMlnrt raora of mankind - tbe M<mcDl,tki 
Ni*gni, and Uie Caucasian, ait tiaving t*arh madi* tlieir ■pprftrani'e at a at parate date and oo i 
dilTon-tit |»>rii<)M ot our [cUtbr. lie puiK Uie !ate«t coticlUiikNui nf acieooe on tlieae puinta fa 
an iniftUfriUe ainl p«ipular way, and ancnoA that the«e o(MM*lo»iom arr far mme in accord 
ancc with tli« i»titm<*iit« of tiic'book ol tionn4s tlian the opinion nf tlie nnliy of manUad 
and Utcir cumnHin ricM^'nt from Atkim abuiii i4x ttmusaud jcam ago. Tba book la Intcnrt 
ing, atiracilvr. and uitcfut."— .Vo^ ami t^mriu, 

AFTER THE STORM ; or, Brother Jonathan and his Neigh- 
bour* In lK6&-«. By J. K. IliLARY 6KINNKK. 3 voln 

** An amu^liift and f(>nlal record of travel at an interpMtinK time ovrr Intereatl nf c u o nt fiea 
preaenti d lii u« in a iqtiriied and lirHy narrative, at timea buBMMoaa and M tlOMs patkrtk 
the ic^ul • of much acute obMcrvaiiuu."^&'iian<uifi. 

AFRICAN HUNTING FROM NATAL TO THE ZAM- 

hYJ^\, LAKK NT.AMl. KALAIIAKI. KUOM IH&S to 1m«0. Ity WILLIAM CH A RLC 
BAI.I>W1N\ K.tiJS. In a handMmie Volume, tixxt^ with Pifiy beantiflil lllmitnitlan 
by WuLFK and Zwkcker, with a Hap, and IVirtrait of the Autbor. Seoood Udittaa 
I'kicc 101. 6(i. 

■ Mr. Baldwin'* fai one of tbe moat extraordinary rccorda we have ever met wlUi ; am 
a more excltinft, Intcrcating, or genulue book baa aeklom faJtea liilo tbt haiwb aC tbi 
pobllc"— i>a»/jf Xetet. 

ANECDOTES OF ANIMALS. With Eight Spirited Dins. 

trmtiona by Wulft. Gilt cd«ca. M. 
** Specially adapted to be put into tbe handa of yoonf rcadera.**~Aftii JML 

ANDERSEN'S (HANS CHRISTIAN) ICE MAIDEN. 

TranBUt«>d from tba Danish by Ura. iiUSllOY. Small rajal, witb at beaatltel ilba 
trationa by ZwkCKrjt. 7«. fid, 

*■ A perfectly new and fancifbl Swisa alory.**— JQetmit'iMr. 

* With exquisite lllustraUona.''~/^«Um Bttnii^ MaiL 

' IN SPAIN. Tnuialated 

from the Danfaih by Mra. BUSHBV. IVMttm lOr. 6rf. 

*■ A very Iniereatlnf travel-book, bf a writer alwayt irratttal aod atmcltv^ 
Andenen la tba moat pictorcaqiM of iMdcm Daaiab witian.**— A^aaaiinar. 
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mCHARD BENTLET. KEW BURLINGTON 8TKKET, 



AKDBOMACHE OF EUBIPIDES; with Sag<::estion8 and 



•I ilM fnot of rMk fMiffv ; tfiT'tbrr with Gbpttiva OmnuMtlaU and OriUcftl 
•tan wUfe a BrteT Inimdneionr Aotoantuf Uie«Sreekliniiiui,|ii«lrct^«mlPHnd|«l 
TrMk Mrtm. By ibe Rrr. C IIAWKINH. U.C\^ Ch. Ch^ Oaon, and om «C ttaa 
UlT««^lUMcrt«rClirUl*«llui|iiUl.LMMlun. UardatCioa U.$d. 

ABCHBISHOPS OF CANTERBURY, FROM ST. AU- 

OUS^riNK TO I>ll. IIOWLKY. LIVES OK. B/ ihe Ktr. WALTKE FARQUHAR 
HOOK, aO^ P.KA. Dub ofdilclicaer. 

Vol 1. Iftf. YuL 11. Iftf. Vola. III. and IV. »$, 



"The woric of a mtn of omiwMlijr •trong and |tracileal tttue. Had Dr. ITonk apent bia 
life In a cltf4i4^r. bin wurk wnaU dunbtlfvi have Kalranl mnvthlng In perfeei 
' anil idiiilar-like flniitb ; boi on tbe otiior liand. it wuuid protMblv have ioat roaeb 
of tiMt •brewil «nil UvittK knowledKe of m^n and thinp which b di^tptairrU throiiKti* 
•nl tbr vulttme. P<ir l)r. Ilnok** UifTMng pmciSoU icuoil *riiw wo wmr full/ mviiaiTd, 
b«t anoibrr givat merit of ih«* boi>k iuok lh« f«»nn of an aareeablv ^nrprUe. There la a 
■oat mnarlufale ptwrr of entering Into tbe fippliraea and iWNitWm of mm of rvniiiCe am 
and of varliia* •«h'4«lii of fbe»i|iiggr. Iir lluuk b UintnglMmt rulr, and more iban fair, lie 
rralljr nndmLmd^ bin charactrrn. ami doni n«A |ir4i«e or oundrmn from any cut and dried 
aliMtrentlHCi-ntafy atamlard. In a work chiefly bloffraplilc«l ttila la the linl, and one of 
tbe rarprt of all mrnta. And wo know no atricily ccdmkutical wrlt'T-oiie. wo mean, 
vbo wrliea with a tbrolrflcal an well aa a bli4orkal |ittrpi«e»who can lay claim to tbia 
pre-eminent merit In a higher deKre«> tbm lir. Hook, lib Ibormigb f«lmraM of dealing to 
abowii on alm*H4 eveiy oootroverted point which ba approacbca."— Jialicrdajf iUwitm, 
^•mmry M. laci. 

AUSTEN'S (MISS JANE) NOVELS. A complete Library 

ISdItian. In i Tob. crown Sto., with Ten lUnatraiiooa. 11$. 

r^L I. SKS<K AND StIXSlUUJTY. I VoL 4. NOlirilANnRR ABBEY and 
S. KM MA. l'Kl(SUAS10.<. 

• i 3. MA.NSKIKIJ> PARK. | i. PlilDK AND PRI-IJUPICR. 

* MIm Amien Ihia a talent fiir de^crtblnic tbe hiTolvementii and feelinfi^ and cbarartera 
«f ordinary hie. which b to ma the musi wunderful I e«-er met with. Her exi|ul»lte touch, 
wbirb render* ctminitNipliioe Iblnaa and charactera intereatinic Ihrn tba tnitb of tba di^ 
acription and ibe iw-ntinimi, b driiird to me.**— .Vir N'olfrr SeuU. 

** Pride and Prrjiidlce.* by .fane AniMen. b tbe nrrfrct type of a norel of eo m mnn Ufe; 
tba alory ao roncWIy atid dranuittcilly tokl. the lanfcumie m» aimple. tba »bailca and half- 
dbadm vi bnman clMra«ier ho rtivrly pnnrntrd, and the o|irra'i«in of TAhona mollTea 
aa drUcalely traced— «itot Ihb gifted woman to have been tbe perfect mbiivat of bcr art** 
^Hstntl/imm //age 44 1 nf Tk9miu AntOd't Mmmmat */ £nglitk Li^ntUr*. 

AXJTOBIOGRAPHY (THE) OF THE EARL OF DUN- 

KMfALD(LuRUCOCIIRANK). Ubrary Killthm. S vob. tvo^ wlib INirtralL tU 

■ Popular Edition, witii a Portrait and 

IW«r Cbarta. Small 9x9. U. 
" la ftill of brilliant ndvenlnrr% deMlbed wlib • daA thai wtQ baAla tba 



BENTLETS FAVOURITE NOVELS. With lUustntiona 

!• ancb volttma. Ghiwn avo. ti. cwb. or by l\»l ti. Cil. 

ANTHOXT TR0I.IX)rK*S TllRKK CI.RRKJI. 
UNOI.K Mtl..\H. IIT J. SIIKRIDAM LK V\SU, 
THK SHADOW OK ASIII.YDY AT. By tbe Antbor of • Rmt f jima.* 
TlNi sritANliK NOT TO BK TRUE. Bf Lady QKOBaiAXA VULLEBltUL 
LADYBIRIH Ity tbe Mme Authoma. 
OU ITS t By tba Aatlmr of • Inlthda.' 
KA<r KYXXK lly Mm. IIK.NRY WOOD. 
THK Cll AN NINGA. lly ibe Antlwr t.f • Km! Lynne.' 
MltSi. MALUltURTO.X'S TKOUBI.^ fity aaoia Anlbar. 
NKI» IX)CK!(LKY.THR Ero.VIAN. 
' IXirUIA BrtheAnibnrof •ihalta.<'*AtOdd^*te. 
LAHr or Tllk CWAUKKSL A RomanoaT^ 
OUY mcVKKKLU By tbe Antbnr of • Uada BOm.* 
THIS HOWE BY THK CUUBCUYAin, 1^ ibt AMtaraC'UadiP"-' 
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PUDUSHEB nr OBDCCAUT TO HBK KAJEHTf. t 

BENTLETS (6E0B6E) ENQUIBT INTO THE AUTHOS- 

8HIP or nut tfiVAiTic i9cauurrio»L am u. 



BENTLET BALLADS (THE). A Selectiai 

LKY'S XI9CKLLAXV.' iNcta«MC BUM« mi Uv«rf> W M 
llUiUr. SAUVKh LOYBK. ALBKIir SMITH. TUK ULttU 



A Selectian fiom 'BENT* 
1 umt^ iw WL MAOiaiaL PATnn 

llUiUr. SAUVKMs LOYBK. ALUKKf SMITH, TUB ULttU WllttlUn' MtUIUII. 
LO.\U»''CUju«r. *c iBMMliaTCL tf. 

BENTLET (TALES FROM). Bem<; a Seleetioii of the belt 

M<irir« lint kivc «p|Mi«4 !■ "Bl^IlJnrV MttCKLIjanr/ •«ria,liLWki« 
mUwtfanMif, Or t w»|g. c Mh . U, 

BOUTELL*S (Ber. G.) HERALDBT: HISTOBIGAL AND 



rul-UhAR. .Qf ikcBtv.GUAKU&IWMjrKmMJL TkM Eiillm» CM 
UraiysviL Sl«. 

•msirai^naiiiH. Tkm^ ttecJuPtrri fUllwl * MaffclwHlt' mi 'CaJracj * aww ifpiir 
enlanDml •»! i»wr.tfipil Mii •U'W7 mi IhttfrmdmiL' A chapter kM k&tm 4nntlti 
«• l«>ivcij i» • lU0ymi Cm^-wcfJ tht clM^«r «• Uw •KogrtU llfrjMrjcT Knicbiri' k* 
bpni m put iwritim, mi Qmt cti *F«miai limMrj' tet lM« cwhifcwHf i Jrtwiii. 
Li<j» «C |44M» «kl lll«ardiiMis Mii a t«7 oi4««i ladn, glf« iiw ifchm w t» m wit 
wkldi b dMTty *itiwr< to mpHmI tht eaerlHrt It m ^ flfci w. vMch tk ' ' 
karr kitkm* met'^kii a* tkr tmau ci4BpMe— «c amM INmij** wvll-kM«r« 
WMltol nu wwIurtkefatMn'tiifn^ogn^^ttti'biipfciMrailrf— toaCtkhf ' 
of liii4orit-Al kanutfc"— .Vi4A aa«l ifmerieM. 

* Mr. Hoairir* ■rruicramt «f bi« Inuk l« a irrrj fptod mm^ and f o n t bit to kt mHU 
to all rradiTK, Tbrj iiMjr Irjun tb" moaning of any keraldic Utrm. aad a meat 4cal of lu 
bi<t'<rT. in Ihf rr»lN>«t ouniipr ; ai>l any tuie May kuiw tbe kuok wktk a U »l «r a li^y ompklt 
CMn|Mvhri»kNi or ike wekuoe." -AlketMrmm. 

BBITISH NAVY (HISTORy OF THE) FROM THE 

COMMKVCKMKXr OF Till: KKVOI^TIONART WAR TO TIII£ IIATTUC OP 
MAVAlUNa ByW.JAUEA, In f vula. mall ttvo. Ma, 

*■ A w«#k of mbirh It U mA t«w hiKb prabe to aap«ft, that It a p pr oa ckfi ■■ mmtlj to 
prrfrrtiiia In lu own line aa any UaUirlcal arork evtr dkl.'— iUtnkiiryA Huiam, 

BROWNE'S (Professor) HISTORY OF ROMAN CLASSI- 

GAL U rt^lU I (JKK. Dy R. W. BIU)WXI<:. M.A^ fb.lk. rr^beodary mt BL fkiriX Md 
ItruftMor ol CuMScal iJIcraUirc to King** 0»llnr* L<"<m>ub. Hvow 12«. 

*• l*rfiCr»^or Drowne l* nut only a cUHkal adiDUr. but onr of ih« mont sracefkl of Englkk 
iiMMl«*ni wrlierik Jn clramtw. purity, ami cVrtpmcf of aiyb*, bla nriBpaattiona are «ta«r> 
p^ik««tli a»i Ills aluMdm <if thr livcsi and worku vt tbe great antbora of anilqiiuy aio 
modoii* of rrfiiH-d hi^ti* and hmumI critlcbm. 'Difai la a wiirk wblch. lor atllity of de^lf[■l aad 
extflleiice ui exixntltin, nuy cbalkuftc cwnparbtin wlibany »kkk ilw prraeat rraiary kaa 
imMliKcd ; nor oui we h<>f»iuie to rrxaid it an a vny valuable In^tnmrnt for tke Inatniciiaa 
of Uie njti«in.U mind, and Oie rlcvaUun of tbe natitmal taiie.'*«— Jtamuif i'mL 

BUCKLAND'S (FRANK) CURIOSITIES OF NATURAL 

lILSruUV. 1st Senea. liata, tioakca, Serpenta, Fiabe^ Frogi. MoAkcji^ tei ftaMM 



- (Second Scries). Fossihy Bean, 



Wolm, Gala. Kaglc^ Uedgebutfi^ tba Klfif. Eeli^ Hcrrla«^ Wbik*. Fi^s 
Small a VOL U, 



IklaMO. Uou, n0e^^ Foxca, PorpolM«. (kaa, Won^rfal IVople^ 

See alao *Cttrioaitle« of Natuiml Ublofy.' 



(Third Scries). Wild Docks, 

hkaa.WondprfallVopte^te. t^mlA, ISa. 



BREAKFAST BOOK (THE). A Cookery Book for the 

Homing MeaL By tbe AaUwrof*Kmybo4y'tPliddiiicBook.' 9lML 

BURY'S (VISCOUNT) EXODUS OF THE WESTERN 

NATlOMa S vote. tro. rp. 1,1100. SU, 

"Lord Bury't work wdll dtotrm atitatfca.*— JHfa tii r y* M nk m , 
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4 BICIUBD DENTLEY, KEW BUBUNGTOK 8TBEET, 

CASmrERE AND THIBET, DIARY OP A PEDES- 

TRIAX IN. Bf CkpCdn KMIUHT, aik BegimwC. •««, with tt tat WpodcaU Mid 

CAWNPORE— CAFfAIN TH0MS0F8 STORY OP. By 

Ghpuin MOWBRAY TIIOMIW)X. hwt Stow !•«. CdL IllnstnitkiM. 

CHANNIXGS (THE). By Mm. HENRY WOOD. Uniform 

vltii •Vutal LjiMw.' Fominc one of Um Favovrtt* Hutth, WIlhTvo Ulwiratkiiw. 

OWB WV9, U, 

CHATTERTOX'S (LADY) SELECTIONS FROM THE 

WBI ri.X'JH OF PLATO. Frap. Mva 4«. 
** An eWiEtnl vvlinne of •i*kcitotM^'*->QMrfrHy tteritm, 

CLIFFORD'S (EDMUND) LIFE OP THE GREATEST 

OF THIS lUlXrAUKNKDi; aii lll>tork«l 8ketch. %f9, lit. 

CLUB LIFE OF LONDON. With Anecdotes of the Glnbe, 

Cbiif llwww, imd Tmrtrm iHirinf f he ITth. ISIk, and Ifth CHitariM. Bj JOHN TI1IU8» 
VJUL In 1 ToU. crown Mvoi With l^ortralu. 

COLLINS* (W. WILKIE) RAMBLES BEYOND RAIL. 

WAY8; or S*4rt Uken nfuoi In CornwaU { to whkb li nddcd a Vbit to llM Selll/ 
lalMMk. Omm hvo. M. 

** A wrf plraiMuit Uiok. In wlikh the mnm to nude of a hap|tnr«€liown anl^evi. TIm 
■nClMr Ukm n« thrmicli nil the rtnky wooifcn and beantiea of ttaa Guniiali €oaal» ftom ttk 
OtwnMM'a to the LoimTb Lnd.**~>riM<«. 

CONSTANTINOPLE DUBING THE CRIMEAN WAB. 

Mlf Ladj IIOItNDV. Rojal Hvn.. with ChrooMvUtbofrraplM. tl«. 

•■ We ran Mtly rrcoonMnd trtrj ono to read thto rttj tkonshtAil and Uftlj Tolann.'^ 
fai mi^ $ Rerinc, 

COOK'S GUIDE (THE). By CHARLES ELM6 FRAN- 

VATELU. Author of the * Mudern Oook.' In «aU •?«. ' Wllh Fortj lUnMfatloni. U. 
- Kxrrrdlmrtj plain."— Timet. 
* Intended mainly fur the nilOdle dank**— Otenttr. 

COOKERY (STANDARD WORKS ON). 

1. FRANCATKLLl'S MODKRN OnOIC tm 1.4M Rectpo. ISi. 

S. OUOK'S «iOlI>K. LOroRiTlpca. U. 

a. WHAT TO 110 Wl HI THE OUI.D MUTI'ON. U. fd. 

4. TlIK HRKAKKASr IMIOK. 3». 6d. 

«. KVKKYHODY'S PUmHNU HOOK. SkCdL 

C TIIK LAhKX DI'^iSKKT ROOK. 

T. TIIK TKKASURY OK FKKNCH OOOKKRT. By MfL Tononno. ftc 

t. GOOD OOOK KRY. By the Right Hon. Laor UaKOVna. Ite-M. 

*Tht dmiqy of nailnm drpmda upon thrlr dtct**— ^rdlil fiaoarte. 
** TbfTeli no want of nMml, air; 
I\<ily and cnrtoos vlandc are prpparrd 
To plean all kindc of appeillMk**— JtaM^frr. 

CBEASY (SIR EDWARD)— THE FII^TEEN DECISIVE 

BATTLES OF THE WORLI>-FROM MARATHON TO WATERLOO. SUtcemk 
Kdttion. tra. Itt. CdL 

** It waa a happy Idea of Profreaor Oreaij to teloet fsr mllllafy deacrlptlon fboat frv 
hmika whkk. In the worda of Hallaan. • Aeontrarr event wooM havo caventially irar«r4 
tlw drMia of the world In aU Ita auhwqnent ecentn.^ The dtcMeo fcminrra of ibe hattlaa 
■Mvoll and dearly hffonfhtont; the iwadar^ nUnd la actmctf4 to the world- wide la^Mrt* 
«f tlM tvcM he li c e n dd ertaH i whiit tkdr mmamim mm&m tea offtr iha whnit 
i«f/ 




wgsmmmmmmmm^ 



rUBMSOER IX OBDIXABT TO IIEB UAJESTT. 1 

C&EAST (Sm EDWABD), HISTOBT OF THE BDSI 

ASI> PROi.KKW W TUB »:SUUSH OOXlO-l nmoX. A Ni fcr Hi !■■! tf * 

— — ^-"'r'^ "• --r — '" ' I "" ~if iiiiBMiif ■ ■■! II 

CUMmNG*S (BEY. DR. JOHN)— THE OBEAT TBIBr 



TlHTt to m4mM OmI Om 



THE GBEAT PSEPABATION ; OB, SE 

nUlpriUX MUWKril SMIL Cnmtn, ((.vlrpMltcML aclklhi^al 

TEDB GREAT OOXSUIIMATION ; 01 



TUK WORLD AS IT WILL BK. Own arci H,«^pHltaM 

BEADIKOS ON THE PBOPHEI ISAIAI 



FcpLervL Be. 

CURIOSITIES' OF CLOCKS AND WATCHES. By R J 

WUOO. l\Ml tiwi Tv« niMtrathio^ 4M p|K Itt. CiL 
*■ A nuM of aiwoliiC^ aboal bonrfniQr.*— /tail JfofI c;iB«ttc 

CURIOSITIES OP NATURAL HISTORY. By FBAN] 

BUCKLANh. KSI). loTvoSrrtoL SnwU Sva. 13c 

l«t Srrim. CiNtUliiinK Rata, Kcr|Kiiti» VUbn, it«m»aej% ire. U. 
ami SrriM. ConUteing Wild Cat\ lilaglni, Wonni^ Dbg*, Acl cc 
3nl 8erlis» OonUining lilomft Tl0rn» Foxcii» IVirpoiM*, Ac S vole ISk 
* ThcM mMl foactiMUog works no Nftinral llbUirx.'*— itomiiif iimL 

DANES (THE). SKETCHED BY THEMSELVES I] 

ft Kork^ uf thHr best Suirkt bf ibelr nou pofMilar Wrttcrk Tmwhitd ly ]fi 
UU.S1IUY. 3 vulc pwl tTo. 

DAVIS'S (DR.) CARTHAGE AND HER REMAINS 

being an Aoooiint of tbe Kxa^rMUtum and IteatHurbea on IIm Site of the llMmidi 
Mein<|}«»lis in Africa. Oundocied under the aniipioea of ller JUIealT** OwtfMMM I 
iJr. N.DAVld^ KK.GJS, lE«. lin». Tbirtj l*lale«. lOt. fd. 

DELANY'S (Mrs. MARY GRANVILLE)— THE AUTC 

DKXillArilY A.N'D CX)Rll^:SI'ONI»KN'CI-: OK If ARY OIUNVJI.UC (MfiLjlfiLAXY 
with inienvlina Rrniiniareiices of King Qrurge 111. and i^ut'en CShailoite. 



Picture of (lie FaiJilunable .Societar darfnx nrarly the wImiI*> pcntid of Uw Klfthleenlh Otmtmr 
Kdlted b/ tb« lUglit llufk L«<jr LLANO Vi:;U. I-Vst ' - 



(2n(l Series). Nine PortnutB to 



CopliKiB Index to tb« wbola work. S Tola. tvo. M», Or Ibo wbolt work 
• vuU for i;3 lOf. 

DOBELL'S (SYDNEY) THE BOMAN: A DBAHATK 
DOBAN'S pB.) WOBES. A Complete Set of Dr. DOSAlTl 

Works. Id 10 tola, poat tro. bandaoiDelj bound In bAlf-calt 4L U. 

LIVES OF THE QUEENS OP ENG 

IJiMD OP TUB UOUSK OP HANOVER. In S mta. port «*» SU. 

TABLE TBAITS AND SOMETHZNG 01 



JHOL Oowatra, U 



• BICHARD DENIT^ET, KEW BURLINGTON STREET, 

DUNDONALD'S (EARL) AUTOBIOGRAPHY OP A 

Popular Edition, Small Stou 5$. 
EAST LTNNR By Mrs. HENRY WOOD, Author of ' The 

ClMMailff^os' •Mim.IUllfbartM'tfTroablci^'lEfi. With Two lUwtrsUom. C>»wn •▼«.<«. 



EDEN (Hon. Miss), UP THE COUNTRY. A Diary in India 

*tfli« tiM G«vmMr-ti«nrraUiip of Lord AwkUad. Kc« Kdltton, cr«wa rra It. 

* A brli^irr bwik •i tnwl «• haw not 9ftn for many a diy. In fMe and imes of atyl* 
Xl-t Ijtai miibida w of I^mIj Doff U«rdi*n. In vlt and mUiv a»l aaKyMlan af Ud/ 
Xaraaai. Wt frfard ihb briftit and aany Jndiaa buok aa on* of ka|ip/ iMptralfcMi.''— 



ELLETS (Mrs.) WOMEN ARTISTS OP ALL AGES 

▲NU OOOXnUK)}. lYMttTOk llandcemely bovnd. U. 

ELLIS (Mrs.)— THE MOTHERS OP GREAT MEN. 

id for a FreMBl Book. Ciwwb tro. U. 

CHAPTERS ON WIVES. Crown 8to. 5*. 



ELLIOTTS (Mm. DALRYMPLE) NARRATIVE OF HER 

AIIVKNTURKS ANP IMPRISONMENT DURING TlIK FRENCH RKVOLUI'ION. 
WITH SKErcllKS OF MANY CKI.KBRITIES WITH WHOM THIS DEaUTIFUL 
WOM%N WAS AOgUAlNTiUX WUk Tkrea brauUral Krtraita fnim MInlalvm of 
OUavAT, Ibg. iva U, 

ETBFS (Miss) WALKS IN THE SOUTH OF FBANC& 

SacMid Edition, •▼o. 13c 

** A rrrj Hertr book, bjr a Tfry ctovrr woman, ftiU of tItM detrrlptkma of tba tecaefy 
of tke ry 1 1 lif t a. the Mannrre of tbr lUamala. with plenty uf Irfrwlary aad folk lara, and 
oaoM wrj ckanokif upcdneno of mlnMrhj.^^Ittmitrattd Aait. 

OVEB THE PYRENEES INTO SPAIN. 

OvwBtvo. in. 

ENGLISH CONSTITUTION, (HISTORY OF THE RISE 

ANl» PitOOR12» OF THE.) H^SIr EDWARD CREASY. Antborof •Tka FIAaca 
Uedriva OaUka of ibe World.^ Si&tb Editloii. SSml ivo. t«. M. 

ENGLISH GOVERNESS (THE) IN EGYPT; or, Harem 

Ufe bi tkt EaA Bj EMMEUNE LOTT. fonacrlj Q«wmm to Ibrahla Fbckft. t v«la. 
peattTa Fwtraa. Sla. 

ENGLISH MERCHANTS : Memoirs in Blnstration of the 



Pragma of iXmmtnw, By 11. R. FOX BOUKNK. A«bar oC a *MvMo«r oC Sir FkUlp 
' iTolaw Whk nsmnwM HiaairatfaiMi tu. 



EVERYBODY'S PUDDING-BOOK ; OR, TARTS, PUD- 

niNOS. ke^ IN THE PROPEH SEASON FUR ALL THE YEAR KUUNU Foip^ tva^ 
TkMTbovMBd. U.UL 



FAIRS GOSPELLER, PASSAGES IN THE LIFE OF 



THE (lllamaa Amm Aak«w> ^y Iba Anlkar of • Mary FrvvIL* Crown •▼». AMlqna 



FISHEB'S (UEUT.-COL.) PERSONAL NARRATIVE OF 

THMtK TRAW SKRTICB IS OUXA. 4r UniTv«Ok. mUUU am Wkk 



PUBLIBItEB IN OBDINABT TO HER HAJEBTT. 7 

FITZGERALD'S (FEBGT) CHABLES LAMB: hk 



. U.U. 



FLETCHER'S (LIEm'.-COL.)^ HISTOBY OF THE AJ1& 






nartMlH ind firhIIob tt Ibli hMi*! tn ■•■( tniUiMr. It h iMtiwH 
ill nJ Oiiunri Firichrr hu ■)!«■ U«i kioa ^h ri|«UUw la iMMMa 

( H nJl H in lb* cap •( Man."— TnM. 

FOESTER'S (REV. CHAS.) SINAI PHOTOGRAPHED: 

ST. IncrlplbnlnUirltockitf (be WIMrmrH hj (kr Im41l<« sb* OM •MIfKtn' 

Wlibl'bBUcnpbi.<ilTihiicn)>)H.iiid IJtu«r>[>lM. Fsito. iLu. 

■ ISRAEL IN THE WILDERNESS A Popoh 



iiiefUiFli»rTlpitn»iinib>ltad(in-undUiWiil8i»l. OsirOni. I 

M ■ Toric (hldi will bt nnd wlib nnrb kil 

ill bT Itulr Kiil|Hlirr, >nl drtlU' U M-nllfr •* 



-ThUlaiToric (hldi will bt nnd wlib nnrb kiUiM I7 all <tbi> hi^ (ballT •«« 
.^_.. _, .. ,„.^ . j^.-i.. .. ,*_.,.- ^_ „j ,„rt& anr dmi 






• LIFE OF DR. JOHN JEBB, BISHOP 01 



UHEAICK. I^K*T 

SERMONS ON THE LIFE OF ST. PAUL 

*n. 1>.M. 

THE ONE PRnrEVAL LANGUAGE. Tneei 

rir*dii»ntEll]rUiTMi(b AndnlliuintiiUaialnAlnlMbMkCbaKUrtdialhmMiCm 
thi? Fvar Cunllntnu. In Tbm Iftnt, (To. wlib Uutt, 4U. 
Or KM •Fpantdjr u unkr >~ 

Part I. THE VOICE OF ISRAEL FROM THE ROCKf 

OF SINAI. 111. 

Part II. THE MONUMENTS OF EGYPT AND THEH 
risTiGv:s OF lAmiAitaiAL tkaihtiuns. iil 

Part 111. THE MONUMENTS OF ASSYRIA, BABY 

LOMA. AXD t^llSlAi wlib • Ktw K17 Ck lb> RtcBniT «( tba LbI Tb THba 

nUNCATELLTS (C. E.)— THE MODERN COOK. Bj 

CrrAtlLES liLME FlUXCATKLI.i. rwpll oC I>b wlflwn* Cm^m. liTi I m HIi^I 
iMtkn. 19'iV llnipn. Wlih stxl^ lllwlnUiin. In. 
' 'Cbr *tae*um t/iia ta whkta IbtiuUwrmU bli trpalMloD.'— Ifxa. 



-TlH whoir bo.* hu Ihc iDUlt el bekm nettdlDflr pUln. ud U a itelnMi ^Hi 

FRANCE A CENTURY AGO. By Admiral Sir GEORGE 

ODU.IKR. BHnKalXKirsr ■ VIril la Fniin4iid lb( Auitila XetbrrbiA. IMIMIl 

FULLERTON'S (LADY GEORGUXA), THE KOVEM 



« 4Bil 4rll(hirbl wHfci I *nr kid Ot )ni 
— I, HHl bniu nwt UfMbtr ta iha kMM 
in bbwkjT bvk-^&tiUaHaiMMli 
A,(itA<Manri«airiiii. 




KICHABD BENTLET, NEW BCBUNGTON BTBEET, 



( NARRATIVE OF THE IN- 



■k KraMjuuun. 1 

GLADSTONES (THE RIGHT HON. W. E.) ADDBESS 
TOTiiE iiNivt;n8irv OP KnjNBuKuH. in. it. 



GBEENHOWB (Mrs.) NARRATIVE OF HEB IMPBI- 

ftlMMKMr tS WASlJIM'ITOM. h-tuni Wlik IN-rtnlL if. 
•■'rv>liirr*rbn'c;ipiiTllTl>TnTlnln*tIliic'>-Mla HiM. 

GUBBINS' (SIARTIN) HISTORY OF THE MUTINIES 

l»0UI>ll;>n4uiAc««at(.ri)wlitn>>rttoLiickB<i>l1n>i>mT. Bf II.ILGOBBUA 
RhkU OuHlHknCT lor OwUi. In UTS. wlik UlBrinUuM *n4 )■■«. IM,M 

ODILLEMIN'S 'THE HEAVENS.' -Sw Heaveiw. 
QUIZOrS (M.) FRANCE UNDER LOUIS PHILIPPE 

feaa IHt M IMI. In. lit F«li« VoL VIL (T bti ' Mnnolri.- 

MEMOIRS OP A MINISTER OF 



. EMBASSY TO THE COURT OF ST. 



tar NAroun:< to Tut: ykak im*. 

■4 JvpBr«(nj. pm 14 



- UFE OP OUVEE CEOMWELL Crown 



HlVtnH or Oliver CnanIL < 



bdbk pn.-'-ri'ML 

GUY DEVERELL. A Story. By J. SHERIDAN LE 

PaHD. Amlkorct-L'KctaShL- Omln. U. 

HALLIBURTON'S (Mr«.) TROUBLES. By Mnj. HENBY 
HALL'S (MRS.) BIOGRAPHICAL MEMOIRS OP DB. 

]IAKUliLl.UALI.lLU.r.tU.ta. I^UtWUn. in. wiU F\>rtnli. lU. 

HAEEM LIFE IN EGYPT AND CONSTANTINOPLE. 

REVMEU:iELOrr.brvrtrU>WBt«UUtaUMiiwUr*kta l^iteiH « tk* 

1.TES' (ISAAC) ARCnO 

Aimni:*OFl«i. PjlSUOT. HA 
trIlr.lWRnuiBAW. OnalTK I 



PUBLISHER IN ORDIXART TO HER MAJESTY. 9 

HEAVENS (THE): an Illnstratod Handbook of Popular 

Aflraaonj. Bj AM^OtvK GU1IJ«KMIN, KMlrd bj J, Htmnxn liKftTmii. F.IUJ. 
loipcrkl iivol, wtth »> lUuOratiuiM. OokNirrd UthoftraplM tad Woude«Uw tU. 

* If «i]rtbliw( OM n-ike the sindy •# aMnmnajr nuj and r«fi«iaK to u w M— ry MlMnlt 
wtU aararpUljr be a «r«irk of the atlmcllTe at/lr «ad haiwl w iww iw wmj alsMrt i^f mb^ 
tauiw->i^|irci uf Jl. (•ullhiuiii*!! miiii«p on *TIm lI«avtiM.* it ^k>mnr%to^tfttu%tt 
wltb all nnlr^,n une tuwanb wbich ■otlior.ciUtur, llla»tnitor, and |NibU4wr bav«ff^wHj 
dum UHir best Of ibe tnunJatluo ItfHf we OMiooi tiicak too Ug^j. ii bM all Ibt Imi 
and fWvharaii iif original wriilii|c.''-/^<itniajr KeHfW, 

** Tbe publlraUtin uf ihb i^iU-iidMljr illuMraled bandbook af 9B|«1ar a^tfww— y b mto 
an era In Uie art of popularbdiig Ibat niwt excltliig uf Mirocra. Ko hmik hm cvrr ma 
publbhi-d oUcttUtnl in an equal drRfw to rcallie tbediflereniaatrvnoMlcal •wctarln^ 
the h<>avrn« to tbt* mind of an c^iUnary readtrf. Of all tbe watir^tUvi mu^^tamy U. AmUm 
Gulllcmln and bin icitricr«<«is UliMiiraticna fira ua a bur mora vt%id cuBorptMNi Ihaa Mf 
work on iha siilitrct knu«n to ua."— ^^>rcia/or. 

HERBERTS (LADY) IMPRESSIONS OF SPAIN. Bojil 

•vow wUb l» f^lHMp^ Illuatratluna. 2lf. 

THREE PHASES OP CHRISTIAN LOVE: 

bring tbe Uvea of 8'. If«nica and Otbera. tvo. lit. 

** Tbia la an exqui»IU« book, and men and womm of all iccto and •liadra oC frllilaaa bMk 
will ibank L»l7 Ilrrbert for ber lalmur of luve. It la a porv bflTrrinfi aft tbe tLrlarflr 
hunianiiy, to ahow tbe wiirkl bow divifiea thinf boman nature anay br%i«nc wbnutb 
Interprtirtrainl by tbe gift of rbaritjr, tranafomilnx aial rn4iHln|K It to the tanact of ilia ii 
wbo»e UkencM It waa at Arat created. It b a diaimiitg gift-buuk.**— << ' 



HISTORY OF THE BRITISH NAVY, FROM THE 

KAKLIKST PEIUOD TO TIIK rKi>:siv2<r TIMK. U/ aUIlLLS liUKU YUNUL 
In 3 vola. svo. 64«. 4*iee Yonge. 

HOOK'S (DEiVN) LIVES OF THE ARCHBISHOPS OF 

CANTKUUUKY. S'l\ AUGUSl'lNU 1*0 DIU UOWLUY. Vot U lU. Vol lU Ik 

VoU.lIl.aiNllV^3U«. 

** Written with remarkable knowledge and power. Tbe antbor baa done bta work diV< 
gentir and amarlontioiiAly. TliruuglM*ut, «e mt a man who baa known mucb of bhw ad 
of life: the pure Anglicnn divine, who at every atep Ium been amiMocneil to maltep*< 
hia cauae apiliii»t K«iinani»m on ttie one hand, aial agalnnt IhiritanlMn on the oCbcr. W4 
mnnt expn-M our high Dciike of tlic value of thia work. We bcartily llkr tbe grwiaj 
•pirit, and are aure tliat ibe author baa bestowed upon hia w«4k a loving labour, with a 
eameftt Ueaire to find out tlie truth. To the gmeral n^er It will ouovry mNcb l a f Hraa 
tion in a very ple.iMnt form ; to tlK^ atudetit it will give the torona uf ailing «p tbi ai^ 
line* of Church hiMiory wiib life ami c»Avw,'''-</uarUHif /I'enair, Jmlf, IOCS 

If tbe grandeur of a drama may be oorO«<tored from tbe qnalliy of tbe vfcvN 



iymphony, we rbouid be Inclined to antici|iale irom Ibe Introdvrtory vuloBe ibat 
literature Is about to rro'ive an imprrii4iable ointributlun. and that Ib^ Cbvrtb wtU k 
aftcr-ilmea, rank among tlio fairest and tbo abkat of bar blatoriana tba antbor of Ikl 
work."— JfArmruai. 

** Die work of a powerfiil mind, and of a nolilo and gie ii tw m tcaaper. Tbcia It ki ft 1 
freedom from any narrownoM of »)»iiit.'* — Gmantian, 

HORNBY'S (LADY) CONSTANTINOPLE DURING THE 

• atIMia\N WAR. Itujralavo. With Cbrauw-LiUiotraphi. iu. 

HOUSE BY THE CHURCHYARD. By J. SHERIDAU 

LE FAXU. Crowu Svo. lUuMrationa. €<• 

ICELANDIC LEGENDS. By ARNASON. Tiazudaied bj 

Uia>ROl!: I'OWELLandKLUAON'U&iOX. tvo. With Sn illHatratbina. lia.idL 

** This beautiful volume caimot fall to lake lu place In overy good Ubfaiy, aai bi 
•qnaliy welcome to the young. Tbe atyle la brauUlully pure."— A|«acUUar. 

ICE MAIDEN (THE). Translated from the Danish, br Un 

OUSHBY. Small ruyal. With » very beaoUAillUuatrattea kj Zwanu. UtA 
** A perfectly new and fanclftil 8w1« story."— fitomfner. 
** With axqulilto iUiMlratlooa.''— ^mMui Mmnimg MaO, 



M RICHABD BENTLET. NEW BOBLIXGTON STREET, 



LEGENDS (THE); OB, MIBTH AND 

IllontrBied Edltton. WIUi M hnintlM lUiulnitifiM bjr Omtismiavk. 



INOOLDSBY 

MAKVKIA The 

Lrrcii. and Ttncwmn §nA a iMKnlAernt cmMniMtle cover, dfi rt <nied bj Lkioiitoii. 
PHatfrd on Tnii«Hl Piiiipr. Kl^htk J^hooioiid. 1 voL Qrowa 4tow dotli. tU.{ or Boroooo 
4S«.; or bmmd by lUvttre I3i. td. 

•• A twrln of hitmorMi« trfrmU, lllimtnited Irr threo PKb men m ChtOnbonl^ Ltcdw 
•ad TennH -what con b^ more lemptlngf *— >7V«n. 

* Alioii'l4nt In hninonr. otioprvatkia, fmi^ ; In extewlve knowledKe of booka and men ; 
In ptliMMr biu of dwrarter, cxqaMle. grave Ironjr. and the rowl wb(m«icil Indvlffmoa 
la pnint and eiiignun. Wo duabt if even Rntler b^ata f bo Avtbor of three lei^tida in ibo 
oaay dnilierj ol verae. We cannot cfm apace that la not eparkllng with lu wtl and 
hnnnHir. tb^tt hi not rimrHiK with iU «tn>ke« ot plnMUitrr and aatlra "—Kwaminer. 

« The time fur dl«cmNlnf the merii* and artbtic neetillarftiM of Thomaa Ingoldriij ban 
hmg vlnre pMi. Ilia name b duly imicrihed on the Vmff rvll of Kngllah hnmoriatii; and 
H* qit-ilnt faecini, cliaractrrtMie refaiiblonmentn of old lefend^ and vnnealird facility ftjT 
■vratlnff the |trolriM|iie «Iik1«« of the old bagltiKrapherii, or parodying the ptota of miMWn 
dramailMa In vrr*e, aa flowinfc aa the rhynm are Ktanlinir, baa made that name a boa«ehold 
vofd. In rp>H«iiln« thin oollfclkm %» lib ••4Be i^litWmi to ibe Mlmirable and iiopnUr lllna> 
tratlona hjr CmlMianh. Ijmh, and I'ennlel. Mr. Bi^tley baa done excell<<ntterTloe to thn«^ 
who hiee a gioil i4*ct well toM i and In eveiy Tapptoticion Hall hi Knfctaml the lUnalraled 
edition of the * Ingohbby liCgmda' oofht to find a phKC."— Aofrt and QmerUt, 



The Library Edition, in 2 YoIb. 

•vow With Ibo original Hlmtrntlona by Oromi CMniaMAinc, and Jonx Lsioi. tl«. 

The Carmine Edition, in crown 



•to. With alx Illnatratlona by Cmlk^hank and Leech, with gilt odgm and berellcd 
boaida. im. Ci. 

——————— ^——— The Popular Edition. Crown Sra 

Sevmty.ftfib Tbonmnd. icor fat ralf or morocco 13a. •<£. 

INITIALS (THE). By THE BARONESS TAUTPHOEU& 

Uniform with * Vjmt Lomno.' ko. Crown 9ro. With 2 IllnalratloM. ••. 

IBVING'S (WASHINGTON) LIFE AND LETTERS. By 

Ma Nepb.-w. PIEUICK IRVINO. In 4 vola. I>m4 livou Prico Sla.; or each Tolnmn 

arpBnit«*iy. price U. 

JAMESONS (Mis.) ESSAYS IN ABT AND UTERA- 

TURK^ Grown Svo. Si. CdL t or handaomely bonnd. 4a. 

JERUSALEM. THE GOLDEN, AND THE WAY TO IT. 

Ry thf* Rev. IIKRM AS IKXJOLAIil M.A. With an Intradacilon by tbn Author of* Maty 
IVrelL* In -mtll avo. with lllnatratfciML U. 

EAYANAGH'S (JULIA) MADELINK A Tale of AaTargne. 

Fcp. tvo. gilt edRM. 4«. 

"OneoT iboee rare hooka which at once lo«ch the freUnga hya itanple aad IbrelMo tralh- 
fhlneio to nalHie. It la d«*atincd to prrmanrnt popvtartif, and the name of tbt wiitir will 
he marki^ with thorn of lUkme OMtin and St. Hlem.''->JII««. 

KNIGHTS (Captain) DIARY OF A PEDESTRIAN IN 

CASIIMBRfe AND nilBer. tm WlihaftnoWooAenlaandUthograplm SuC 

addlttai to o«r rtcoMla «C 



** The book la an esctUcnt and 

LACORDAIRE (Abb^ MEMOIR OF THK By the Count 

«• MONT ALKll BERT, one tf the fhrty oftha P^onch Academy. In tea lU. 

•* The lite of a man of exalte chancier and taknli^ whooe almy li told hi tho ilifMal 
tengmuio of Omnt do MonulonM»rrt." Mi n BmU. 

LADY'S WALKS IN THE SOUTH OF FRANCE. (flW 

Km.) 

LADTS DESSERT BOOK (THE). By the Anthor of 



FUBUSHEB IN ORDINilBT TO HER MAJEBTT. 11 



lAEFS (Genend ATWELL) DEFENCE OF KAB8: A 



LAMABTINE^ (ALPHONSE DE) MEMOIBS OF BK 

M ARKABLK Ql ARAC fKKS ; JMtm, Bowtt. Mtttoii, OUi>ct OwwmwH, kt, ft«tM 



LAMB (CHARLES) : his Friends, his Haniits, and his Books. 

Hy rater KlTZiiKRALDi Aotbor •( 'Tto Lift U lamnmtm Stanc* lafirtil Mw 

LAST OF THE CAVALIERS (THE). Unifonn with 'Eul 
LEES (Dr.) LAST DAYS OF ALEXANDER OF BXJ& 

8IA AXI> FlRSr DAYS OT X1CU0LA& A Ukrj kcpC dwlm a iIm i* Bai*^ ^ 

LE FANirS ^POPULAR STORIES. In cmm Sm 6f. 

tKk. Wilk 1 UtanirmtiiiML 

I. UNCLK SILAflL 

1. OUY DKVKKKIJi 

ai TIIK lloU:iK BY THE CnUBOITARa 

LEGENDS OF A STATE PRISON. By PATRICE SCOTT 
LETTERS FROM HELL. From the Danish. In 2 toIs 

T^ml itva Sl«. 

•* rbrre la a fiMrtal bat Mtval Intrnsitjr of tncMn*. and * alfvNiK ^f l wirl Mtiff 
■iinf:l«d wiUi a nwrrt |Mth<ia and tmAemcm, ringinc (broii(ii tiM pagr* like a tfk«B ftaa 
• swrtri brlh >m<lcd.* **— fV A'dacfx i;<riew. 

LLANOVERS (I-ady) GOOD COOKERY FROM THI 

R»C1I*KS OK TIIK HKK3ltT OP ST. UOVKR. 9f, With M— tratioaaL Itt. M. 

MAGIXX^ (Dr) ESSAYS ON SOME OF SHAK- 

SI'KAUK;^ CnARACrKita KaUair. Janiaci. Rmmc^ fiutloa Um Wcavar, Ui] 
Macbrih, Ufa, Ifaintei, Ac Orovn vtow tc 

MAESDENS (Rer. J. B.) DICTIONARY OF CHRISTIAN 

CIlUltCllBS AND Srcrs FROM TIIK EAKUI^Sr AGls2l OF OIlUSriANITY 
BytlwRrv.J. RMABSDI^X. tm 12s. 

** The brat book on ibe mii^t nurrttt In oar liimttanT—AAemntm, 
"llkinictrriacil b^ intat cuMtour. It b a proiliictlun of ffrewt nulltj.'*^DmBf Mam. 
*3lr. J4arvik-n'« infunBailua la vrll dicf»lrd. bia JarfKinntt toond and tanmrUal, Ml 
■MDorr of •Uitrmetii not «4)ljr clr«r. bat with a MMUtiieil rivittopw. TW w«rk hsM aa«» 
what thr appraranca (if an Kucjviitw^lia. bwt It l« only la apprmraoea. TW cmpoalUua hm 
tba rrr»hnrM of an uriginal •ruric The phitoanphk impartMllij of tht aathur ahoold na( 
be paavil uvrr He baa. «*( cuur»e, opinicin«k but he taMinUp'a tn no Tfc4rnea or kaiahncaa d 
D-otMire. The arr^tiftrment b writ adapied liir iha Important point af omrcjinc caaipirti 
and full Infumialiiai," r^wifaiar. 

M^XJAUSLAND-S (Dr. Q. L.) SERMONS IN STONES; 

OR, setup rUUK OOnViRIIED by OBOIjOOY. Tenth Kdltion. FcafL Wkh 11 
lUiutratloiiaL U. 

■■ Tbe object of tba anibor la fbia work b to abow tbit Um MomIc narratlro aTlhi 
Oeatiiia la rrootidlable with the ealahliahrd fiacU of fcol'fQr; and that feDlonr not anlj 
caUhlliihn the truth of the nr»t mv of the BtMe, bat that It fimilNhra the BMat dboct mi 
•mslbte eTidmoe uT the fact or Ifivtna Iwplnitkai, and tbrrcb^ anibentloaaoB Um wbali 
canon of Scriptnro. Tbe wuid of 0«id b thus antbratkatad bgr lib wurka." 

** The lA^ixl of tbb work b tt> recnodlo tiw dboovcriea hi irola<y wttk Iha Ifaaak 
neooont of tba OeatkML Tba caM b dcarl/ laaih, and tba argoiMM dawr^ 



LAST DAYS OF JERUSALEM AND 



ROME. tm. lO&CdL 
** rUt book of * rttcnat ■ladmt of Scripcam*- 




IS BICHAnD BENTLET. VEXT BUSUKOTON 8TBEET. 

II'^CAUSLAND'S (Dr. Q. L.) ADAM AND THE ADAMITE. 

** lir. MiCra»l«iid la an rmlnent femlogliit and orthodox Cbrintfaa. and ki this work to 
endenvuani to biirro«ial«e the •iiitcmrnU of »€i«nc« aiid rpvplaUoa. He hrartilj aonepU 
the rrreiii dlacuvrrlrt of a jirr-Adamiia mankhid, the theory of thrre dbiiiid race* of 
Bunklnil - tite .MmiKiiI. Um* Nffcro. and the OMMauOaii— and puu thr ImtftJL eoodiMkNM of 
9eHnnf on tlime piaiiit In an lulrlligiblo and popular wajr. 1 bt buuk la attfictiTt aad 
«tetttl.*'~.Vofo ami i/uerin, 

- MIGNETS LIFE OF MABY QVtES OP SCOTS. Two 

. ^MTtralta. Oiiwn nro, U, 

** The •lan'lard anihofity on the mh^rtf^Dmiiy A*«»^ 

** A irkmI MTvlcr done lo hbttorkal aocuracy. Tbia work will eoQtlmM to oecapjila 
place in our librarie*.**— J/«imiNfy t'ttU. 

MTTFORDS (JIARY RUSSELL) RECOLLECTIONS OF 

A LITKRARY LIKI-; uith Sfktifcma from fkvourlte IVwia and Proaa Writets. By 
MAKY KUSSKU. MITKOKIK Grown Hvo. With IHirtrait ••. 

MODERN COOK (THE). See Fiukcatelli. 
MOMMSEN (Dr. THEODORE)— THE HISTORY OF 

ItOJIK Ki:OM TilK EAKUbBr TIMK TO TIIK PKKIOD OK ll« hKCUNE. f^ 
Dr. TIUXMKme MOMMSKN. rran»lated mith the Anihor'ii Miiction. and aridltluoa, by 
the KeT. W. f. 1>ICK.««0N. With an Intruductkm by I>r. (jchmitz. Crown •««. 
Vot4. 1 and 2, Sla. Vol. 3, lot, td. VoL 4. in two p4na» IM. 

* A work of the rrrj bifthert mrrit: lia leamlnff la exact and profnnnd ; lt« narrathra 
. Aill of p ntiM and »kill ; it« if««-ri|i(i«*i>a uf nn-n are admlmbly rivid. We » iah lo |4aoe on 

record «iar 0|<lnion that Ih. M««iiniitcn a la by far the beat bklory of the il»«lloa and FUl 
of tlH* l(<4n.«n ConuniNiwealth."— 7fM'«. 

** Khwe tlie diy« of Nirbulir, no work on R«4aan blstofy haa appeared that conUnea ao 
■inch lo attract, Imtmct, and duirm tlie reiMler. I la alyle — a rare finaliiy la a Uemaa 
•ttilior— U viffunnm, (>nlritrd, and animated. Pruft-Mor Muoumm^a work can aland a 
CMcnparimn with the noble«t iimdactitimi of modem history."— /t. .veAmift 

" I bin In tin* be»t bintory of the l(i4nan KrpuUlc. taking the work on the whole— tbt 
•nthor'a eumplete ma*t*'ry of hi* Mii>j<'Ct, the Tarirty of hb iclfta ami aeqnlrementa, hia 
rraphic power in the driinratlon of natural and Individual character, and the vIvM Interval 
wbkh be ln^pire• in every iiuriion ot hii* bi>uk. lie In wiihtiat an equal in hIa own apheie. 
The mork may lie read in the trani4aii«in (executed with the mnctlua of Iba amihur) MA 
only with instruction, but m lib freai ^tksntr,'*~Mihbmr»tk Meneto. 

* A book of dfe|irat IniiTcst. and mhlch ouKht In be tran»lAied.**— Aasn Drtmtk, 

** Defund all di>olti to be ranked antoiif; tho«e really ftrrai historical worka «hlch do io 
■MKh honour tt> our own day. We ran have little b«^tatloii in ptoiNmncing tlila work lo 
be the best ci4npleie Itomau llUtory in exiiMrnce. Jn short, we Iwve now, for the Aral 
time, the complete bi<(lor)- «>f the Human Kepui'lic, rtully written In a way worthy of the 
grrainesa of the Mh)«ct. M. Mauim«rn b a real bbti4lan; bb poweni of rr i 'arch and 
Jodfcment are of a vrry high order ; he la akillul In the pra»p of hb whtile aoltfect. and 
iri|p4vn»and Independent In bb way of drallnft with particular queatlomL And an Knfdbh 
critic may be allowed to add. that bit book b far e»ier and mora pleaaanl lo lead thaa 
Many of the prt^loctMNia of hia feUow^oonirymcnb**— Ao/ianol MHttr, ^ 

*■ An original work. lr«im the pen of a maatcr. The atylo b nervoaa and lively, and ila 
▼Igour fnlly auataim-d. I hb l-jiglish tran»latli« lllb mp a gap iu our liirratve. Jl will 
give the achoolboy and tW oldrr aind<'nt of antlqnity a bbiory ot Home «p to the mark of 
preant Gennan KhuUrsh^ and at the aame time awe aa a lample of hailorloal iaqidiy 
fpr all Mea and all lamb.**— irolmAiaicr Heritm, 

* fir. Mommsen b U« lalrst acbolar who baa arqaieed Eantpsan dbUndhm by wrHlag 
mm R*4nan bbiory. Hut be b mnch more than a acbolar. He 1- a man of genim^ of grtai 
original force, and daring lo the extreme In bb «ii« of it : a phUoarpher In hb power of 
ffpnidnciiig men ; wittv, vkithadaanol |siellc fancy; and hnmmo na . after a«try. mrcaaile 
faahion. wkidi, combined wlib bb vmdltkm, recalb l«coU*a Oldii«cki> and BradwmdtaiM. 
lib rbborale poit*alt of Oraar la» w<^ veniura Ih aay, one of tl»* bral piccvo ef biographical 
deltaMlion tti>l thb ceniory haa produced. I)r. It-mmatn't aiyb of cbamclH'4mwliC 
b hb o«B. Ue neither rrveab a lace by Hghtnli« gather Hke Mr. tMrle, mir aam li hi 
* framework of eplgfnmm«lk oU-iam^lika M. da fjUMrliM { aar da4aa U off by Md 
cniyoa sti«>kc^ like Laid Maeanky. Bal hIa kew aad inlhrr »«|MfaUy MUlncal gndM 
iBfiraa te Ike p w ainca of what he admltab Ue aaalj aaa akIUnlly, deoenbn with tat 
MKll Uaea, and cobm wiib a lowh that la sal tw vtrnwaai j«i Milt 
p«« iht IMM of tifa." i^M MM ffttffffi 



POBUBIIEB IH OBDCtABT TO flES HAJISTT. U 

ItONTALEMBEBTS (Gmmt De) LIFE OF THE ABBt 
LinmitAiKK. f»i— — 



I 111! ■,'•' Hill illfcnnii.-tltfcil ^1^1 ■! ■M 

NO^"6FkOSES. By S)EX WAHWICK. F«pc Sm 

- WinkT "T Li Ktnr.'—mrmlwf JM. 

OVEK THE PYRENEES INTO SPAVIN. By MAEY 

PLANTAGENETS (lilEE OP TTIE GRE.VTESt'op THE). 

Aiilll>i*k.>ll4i|rl<1i. r^r ^^1 «('>!■■ (^'•■^^'■'"■^ ■'^ >u^ 

PLATO (SELIXTIONS FUOM THE WRITINGS OF). By 

I^rCIIAJ'rKISIO.I. Fup.ani it. 



QUITS! I\r tlio Antlinr of 'Tho Initials.' Unifonn vitli 



EEDEJ[PTION DILVWETH MGH; OR, THE GREAT 

PKKI'ARATION'. llTlbtlttT.IV.JOriVCUMiriNO. Silk lUllkn. OvwatM u. 

ROMAN CLASSICAL LITERATURE (HISTORY OF). 
KU^ELL-S (E/^RL) LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES FOX. 

Inlvuli Cnn'Ki. Vuli. lu>ll,lli. VoL^lht 
- Uml be ni.ktd ullb Ihr oinpanliia ■4i>Kr4)>liJ if 11U, Iv LMd | . h O* lk«M 

SAM "sLICirs" SEASON TICKET. Pcap. 2^ 

SCOTT'S (LADY) TYPES AND ANTITYPES OF THE 

OLI> A!tll KKWTUn'AlIllirT. niiiani. U. 

SHAESPEARE'S CHARACTERS (ESSAYS ON &03IE OF). 

lir IT . MAQINX. Cnntn. «L 

SMITH'S (Dr.) RAMBLES THROUGH THE STREETS 
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RICHARD BENTLET, NEW BURUXGTON STREET, 



SIEBBING'S (Dr.) LIVES OP THE PBINCIPAL 

ITALIAN rom^ Ctvwn tva U fd. 

TALES FROM BENTLErS MISCELLANY: Bein^ a 

frkctkin of the Brtt and most entertftlnlnf Storirt llui have appmrrd In * DKNTLKyS 
IIIHCKLLAN Y/ bj it» BMMt EmliitBt Wrtten. • V«iU. It. Mck ; or 4 vote. U. U, etch. 
•oU tepanteljr. 

THE THREE CLERKS. By ANTHONY TROLLOEE. 

Orwntvo. u. Wlib 1 lUnatraUoiM. 



* Mr. Tn4l*ipM unptr beani ovt In Ibto wnrk the rfpatatkm be arqnlrrd by 
Towrm.' We rpieard the imdrrmw and ■rir««eriftca ul UimU one of Ibe bmmi graoefbl and 
loncbing plrinrei of fmilnlno beiviaBi In Ibt wboto ranfft of mmlem iiorrla.'*--/«Aii Bmtt, 

* llpre are Mmm froa fiimiljr life, Mmo ime, more iMthetle. m%>d omko »kilfnllT MbUlMd 
than anj tbat can be fouud, excepi bi Um wriUmpi of faiBlly noveiiati^**— 6MMrwqf iBnicie. 

THIERS' (M.) HISTORY OF THE GREAT FRENCH 

RKVOLUTIO.V. FROM ITM to IML Hj M. T1IIKR& In I «ola. amall 9f, Wttb 
Fvny.«ine Hne Knfraviaga and ftctimita of tJio 
Beiruluilon. 90C 



Arracs on tmk Da»tiu.s 

J^mrmAtT or tnk Dcrk or Obuam 

I\i«nurrur Miraokau 

IViomAiTor lurAtcTTt 

Omtn or thk UARors mj Oonrt 

iNiCTKArrur Marir ARnNyKtri 

Krtcru or THB BoiAi. Farili fBOH Ta- 

RRXRVa 

INjOTRAir or Marat 

Thr Mor at tmr TrnrRnci 

Attack ox tnr Ti'iurie« 

MORMai or THR PrIXCRMI PR LAMRKtXR 
KmTRAIT or THK l*RIXCKKe l>R LaHRllill 

FoRTRArror Madamk Roc«rd 

LOOIR X VI. AT THR CtoX\ RXTMUr 

Lart Ixtrrvirw or Lovm XTL 

Familt 
FoRTRAiT or lAwn XVI. 
INrtmuiTor KmcRiRX 
TRMTMrn «»r Marat 
I^MTRArrur I^AMirmcjACQVSLRni 
lATioR or Marat 



IHMtniArr or CAMn.r.R l>Rg»ovum 
OixiHCMXATNm «r Maris AxT«>ixnTt 
IV>RTRArr or IUillt (Mayor or Tarm) 
Trial or luxrox, Camiixr 1mbhiooiir% Ibc 

I>>RTRAlTOr liAxmx 

IHiRTRAtr or Madamr EuzARKn 

CARRirJI AT Na^tm 

INiRrRArr or RuRr^rtrRRR 
IsAft VRrriMt or thr Rrms or 
IVjrtrait or CNAK^mt 

IhUTH or TIIR iHirVTT Frracs 
DCATH or RftRMR, UoTJOR, pOQI 

lv>KTRAiTor IxMna XVII. 

Thr I3TII VRXDItMlARK (Od. %t ITM) 
Hcmiaxneo to Ex»xtTNi« 
IVfRi RAIT ow VtvntM,wa 
IVMrnurr or M'irbao 
I\>RTRArr or IIocur 

IHIRTRAIT or NaMVLROSI BOSTAPAmi 

Tmr iitn llRtHAiRR (lotb NatMibu; ItH) 

IN^RTRAIT or CHARimTR OORDAT. 



**Tbe |mIri of excHlence, after whole llbrartea haTr been writfen 
Uon. ba» bera aMifiicd to tho dtwimlbr hialoriei of Thkn and 

« I am readlnr «Tblert'a FreMh RrrolRtioa,* wUch I fl»d it 
Bn. Hrlmtjf smith. 



ontha FVokhRrvnli* 



diaadltohqr 



TIMBS' (JOHN) ANECDOTICAL WORKS. 

1. Cl.rD LIFE OF LONDOX. 1 Vola I^Drtrallai tit. 

a. TUK ROMANTIC LIFK OF LONDON. 3 Volik 3lf.«d. 

X A CKVrURY OF ANKXnOfK FROM ITftR. tVolii SlA 

4. LIVKS OF WITS AND UUMORISIU 1 Vola. Ilk 

i. LIVEH (>F HAINTKK& 1 VoL U, PbrtraMa. 

«. UVh^ OF HURKE AND F.ARL OF CHATUA2L i VaL ««. 

1. EOCEXTRIC CUAEACn'S& STotow tU. 

• Mr. Ttanb^ 
Mlnfnlihed 

ham«»- 



of CDodenaing ttm aaBcot potato trtnti^ aad InddeMa hi thr Ivte 

and ptReanitoj thf >y wj of an c oJaia la chfoonlRileRi order , la a 

•-.AMc«and 



•rtha 
tVo^ iU. 



CLUB LIFE OF LONDON. WithAnee- 

tha ITttwIMhiRiidltlh 



PintLISIIEB IK OBDINABT TO HEB UAiESTT. U 

TIMBS (JOHN), THE BOMANOE OF LONDON. 3 nk 
CENTUBY OF ANECDOTE FBOM 1750 

TOltlM. 2 vols. pMt tvo. IVirtnlU. 31*. 
" TIN bnicolleeliatt or«iw«diitet which modem ttMCt have pradMeA.*— ^lAaMiA. 

TOO STRANGE NOT TO BE TBUR A NoreL By 

LADY GBOUOiANA FULLKRTON. Avtbor of ■ MjrMnL' Two UlMtntteM. Onm% 

RTO. tC 

TEIBULATION (THE GREAT) COOTNO ON THE 

KAUTIL Br Om RKV.I(K.J0IIN CUMMIXD. Tblrtrmih Uiitaa. GMnitTC. H. 

TBOLLOPE'S (ANTHONY) THE THBEE CLEBEa 

Gkown VTo. Two VUu%. U, 
" A rmOf brillUot Ule. taU of Hfe and chanetfr."— fVi 



UNCLE SILAS. By J. SHERIDAN LE FANU. Grown 

Sto. Two lllaftiratkMUi. U. 

« Wc ei«cliidt* I7 cordblly rprommnuUnf thin mMrkaMp imvH lo nil who kivt Irtmm 
to rrod It Mti.<iAi-d timt fiir fiMny a d«jr «ftrrw«rd« ibe duirMirni there ^mUmp4 vHl 
haunt the mliKlit of ihuMe who liave b>'Ci4ne arquaitiled with thrw. 8hnk c » p i«e ^ i ' 
' hi to " ' ' 



Un^, * Mncbrih hath mnrdrreil <ile<^' ini|;hl be alterrd fur the Ptrmaktmi tar efTtaia^ 
Uiicle Hilas hM * innnlrn<d tlrep* In many a |M»t iit|C<it. and fai bk- Ir to aiardpr k Mi mamf 
a nittht tu come, bjr that vtramrR mixiun* of fatitaidrt like tniih sad iratlM like fa ai — f 
which make us feel aa we ii«e firom the pemaal a« if wo had bocft lUMler a wtaarft iprUr 

UP THE COUNTRY. S^e Eden. 

WEBB'S (MRS.) MARTYRS OP CARTHAGR By 

una. WEUU. Author of • Naomi.' &c llandaome^ bowid. U. 

WHALLEY (REV. DR. S.)— LIFE, JOURNALS, AND 

OOUi:i'>>mXnK.\Ct: OF THK RKV. Dt.THOMAS SUX;WICK WHALLRY, hUK 
liH-ludliiffan liitt'mitins Oirrr»pi*nd«>i>cr with Mra. SMd<io«. Madame 1*hisxI. Mmo HcvaH. 
Mn. llann ih Mun*. ftcc, \c luliii^ bjr Ihn Hev. IIIIA. U WiCiOIAJI. Hector of Ibr- 
aineton, Sntnenn'tkhlre. 3 volt. WlUi 4 Fiue IV*rtratta. 30C 

•• Filled with 11%-rly ami forcible KkoCch«^; with icenra A deilghtful^ cask; aa akaail 
to recall llic mure larcictil bit* of Molicre.'*— ^Saianiajr Keriete. 

WHATELY (RICHARD), MEMOIR OF, late ARCH- 

JtlSIIOl* OK niJllMN. With a riance ot hU Coalmrorarlea ami Ttm%. I|j W. J. 
FITZI'A TRICK, K»*\., Aiitlior o( * Lad.v Morftan. her Chrerr. Utnwtj ami Kmwml;* 
* The Ule, TImi-a, aud Cuairmpurarlca of Lurd Quocuny; Icc 3 vola. pi»t Ovaw 31a. 

, SELECTIONS FROM THE 

WRITINGS OP Oate AreIibl»lHip of DuUlii). FqK avo. U. 

* OonUlnR the pith, tlie erram. the chotaa Mta of ArchhUhap Whale^'a wrlUi^ Bk 
atylo ia aa dear na t4»bbi tt'a ur I^Uex*«.'*— JMaiMrma. 

WHAT TO DO WITH THE COLD MUTTON. F»p. 

aro. l*.$d. 

WOOD (Mis. HENRY.) The most Popular Stories of this 

Ikvomlto Writer. In 4 rolumiis prioa la. oach. With S UliatiMlaao lo mdk 
Uach work caa he hod aq|kanit«'l/. 

1. ^Jl.S^ LYNKE. 

3. TMKCHAN.NIN'GS. 

a. MIta. HALLIMURrOTS TROUBUBl 

«. TUK SUAUOW tir ASULYDIA'i: 



P! 




1« BICHAItD BF^NTLFT, NEW BUBIJNGTOK 8TBEET. 

TONGE'S (C. D.) HISTORY OF THE BRITISH NiVT, 
fhom Tiik KARijun- r-KRiuii Down to tiik ■•RraKNTTiHK DTaLRLa 

UUKK TUXll': lll)Td(.■n.wltkIi.p^»I.|gt)nk^lU 

• Ur. Vnnm brr- Irlh m taair of the nn.t drlWitfiil rpmln ■■ RkIMi lUtay, 

-Fi«tlir HxliKirx, Mitii. Ml Mhiuir. whidi cfcirKtcrtir Dm nlann. thr' nnM 

Uih e«inpn-U<W TlHin*>lu*illHlUH>n dmibri wlik uingnllkujpiw^ 

TONGE-S EKGLISH-LATIN DICTIONARY. Post 8to. 

M. U la wr M KuKi, llamir. WlncbHtrr, uid Itucby. 

L,VTIN-ESGLISH DICTIONAEY. Pout Sn. 

• A TrTTrmptM bnM. tiiltert* lb* «MMwli4l alnnvri pupil, lbs itBdmt aliaitai M 
•oialrlnjui I'll m-lk Iji'ln >1;)f, M llH ailiilt •Ilk ■ kiualnlcr oT Ibl kncum iA* 

Latin immn. hr « Jk« »ii.l r™ilit iwrf*. It !• Ihr hr«t-»» vm KUag WaijlatBlJ 
rallj aKlal -Aiiib>-Lulii IHclUw; *t enr bm slUi.*~v^t«MMr. 

NEW VIRGIL. With the Notes of Hatokt. 

KtT.u41lGKML niH«n UU. la iMut EW. Ilanw^, Wlacbf. t^ ftilff. 



AOGBEOATE SALE, ST.OOa 

BENTLETS FAVOTJEITE NOTEU 

In crown Sra, each Tolumo with 2 IHaatntinn*. 

tTNCLE SILAS. By J. SHERIDAN LE FANU. 

TOO STRAXOE NOT TO BE TBDE. Bj LADY OlOB- 

OIANA KUI.UJtTOM. W. 

EAST LYNXE. Bj Mm WOOD. 6* 

QUITS. B? the Author of'Tlie Initials 'and' At Oda&* 6«. 

THE CHAXNIXGS. By tho Anllior of 'East Lynno.' 6a. 

NED LOCKSLEY, THE ETONLIN. r* 

TBEINITIALS. BythsAnthorof'AtOdcIi'and'Qmi^ Oa 

THE L.VST OP THE CAVALIER& Sa 

imS. IIALLIBUBTON-S TBOUBLES. By th. Antl«r ot 

THE SHADOW OF ASHLYDYAT. By tho AntW ot 

liADYBlKD. By LADY GEOKGIANA FOLLEKTOiT. 
ANTHOXY TKOLLOPE'S THREE CLERK& 
GUY DETERELL. By the Author of ' Uncle Silaa.' 
THE HOUSE BY THE CHUBCHYABD. By the Aithor 
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